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THE 


LIFE 


OF 


JOSEPll ADDISON, Esq, 


\V HE juftlf admired Addifon, was bom Majr xft,' 
1672, at Milton in Wiltftirc, England, where his fa- 
ther Dr. Lancelot ^Addifon was rector. Addifon ia 
fuppo&d by fomc writersi to have produced upwards 
of a fourth part, of the SpeSaur and Gmr^i^'aiiy beiides 
feveral other works of merit.: 

He was appointed fecretary to the regency on the 
death of queen Anne ; being required' tcfenj^ notice to- 
Hanover, of that circumftance, and that the tlarone 
was vacant. To do this would not have been diffi- 
cult to any man but Addifon, who was fo diftrafled 
by a choice of expreffion, on this occafion, that the 
lordsj who could not wait for the niceties of criticifm, 
called Mr. Southwell, a clerk in the houfe, and or- 
dered him to difpatch the mefTage. Southwell ieadi- ^ 
ly told what was neceflary, in the conuxion ftile of bu*' ' 
unefs, and boafted his having done what "appeared too 
hard for Addifon. "^ 

In 1 7 1 6, he married the countcfs dowager of War- 
.wick. fie is faid to have firll become acquainted 
with this lady, when he was tutor to her fon. It is ■ 
reported, tliat his. marrkge did not add ijaiich to bis 
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happmefs ; the countefs always remembered her rant, 
'and treated the former tutor of her fon with but lit- 
tle ceremony. It is well known, that Mr. Addifon 
hath left behind him no inducement to ambitious 
matches- 
He was made fecretary of ftate, in 1 7 1 7 ; but it is 
generally allowed that lie was. not weM calculated for 
that ft at ion ; being no orator, he could not harangue 
in the houfe of commons in defence of the goverr^ 
ment. He foon relinquiftied this oflSce, and obtained 
a penGon of 1 500I per annnm^ 

Dr. Samuel Johnfon's admirable delineation of the 
charafter of Addifon, concludes thus, ** He employ- 
ed wit on the fide of virtue and religion ; he not oa- 
ly made the proper ufe of wit himfelr, but taught it to 
others ; and from his time it has been generally fub- 
iervient to the caufe of reafon and truth. He has dif- 
Cjpated the prejudices that had long conncdled gaiety 
with vice, and eafinefs of manners with laxity ofprir>- 
6iples. He has reftored virtue to its dignity, and 
taujyht innocence not to be afhamed. This is an el- 
evatioh of literary chara£ler, above all " Greek, above- 
all Roman name." No greater felicity can genius at- 
tain than that of having purified intelle£tual pleafure, 
feparated mirth from indecency, and wit from- licen- 
tioufhefs J of having taught a fucct-ffion of writers to 
bring elegaace and gaiety to the aid of goodnefs; and 
if I may* ufe.expreffions yet more awful, of having 
** turned many to righteoufnefs." 

*' As a teacner of wifdom he may be confidently 
followed: liis religion ha$ nothing in it enthufiaft;ic 
or'*fuper{titiQus ; he appears neither *weakly credulous, 
nor a^ntodf fceptical ; his morality is neither danger- 
oufly^ax, not imjDradlically rigid. ' 

Axidifpn, has given abundant proof of his firm bc- 
Cef oi^ChhJiianityi and his zeal againft unbelievers, in 
his evidenC&s of the Chriftian religion. 

" Let it be fup^pfed, fays he, that a heathen philo- 
fopher, who flouri(H^d within fixty years of our Sa- 
viour's crucifixion, afttr having fhewn that falfe. mir- 
acles WOEC generally wrought in obfcurity^ and before 
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few or n6 witncffes, treating on the miracles of Chiift^ 
fiiould have thus exprefled himleit' :" 

" But the works of Chrift were always fun true \ 
they were feen by thofe who were healed, and thtle 
urho were raifedriom the dead. Many of the pcr- 
fons who were thus healed and raifed, were leen, iiot 
only at the tiim the miracles were wrougnt on t'.em, 
but manjf-yiars aftewards. They were feen while 
Chrift was upon earth, and after his afceiifion j nay, 
fime of them were liwng in our da.s V* 

*' I am confident you would regard fuch a tefti- 
mony as highly favourable to Chriftianity. But tiiis 
evidence, in fa ft, we have in behalf of our religion \ 
for thefe were the words of ^aitratus, an Athenian 
philofopher, who lived at the period above mention^ 
ed. But a convert, you fay, to Chriftianity ! Reflect 
a moment. Does not this ^ery drcumftance give ejfftca'' 
€y to his atteftation ? Had he continued a Pagan phi- 
lofophjr, the world would have doubted the iincerity 
of his relation. But he hadyi thoroughly examined our 
Saviour's hiftory, and the excellence of the religion he 
taught ; and was fo perfectly convinced of the truth 
of Acthy that he became a profely te to the Chriftiau 
faifh, and to it died a martyr*.'* 

Addifon's writings on religious fubje<3s certainjjr 
difcover a folid and pious frame of &ind ; and his 
general condufik through life gives us a convincing 
proof, that what he wrote were the genuine feelings 
of his heart* But his virtue (hone out brxghtefl: 
at his death ; . for, after a long and manly, hut 
nKifn ftruggle with his diftempers, (the afthma and 
dropfy) he difiniflcd his phyficians, and with thpii all 
hopes of life j but did not difmifs his concernJoJ- the ;, 
living ; having fent for the joung Earl of -Warwick > 
who was nearly related to him ; upon thjf 1)obleman'^ 
arrival he was almoft.gone ; young Warwick, thus 
addreiled him : ''Dear Sir, you fep^for me j I be- 
lieve, and hope, you have lomjjrommands ; I fhall 
hold tBem moil dear/' Mayyfluant ages xkqX only 
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hear> but feel the reply! Forcibly grafpirig the youth'f 
hand, he foftly faid, " See in wnat peace a Chriilian 
can die." Shortly after he died, on the 19th of June 

This great chara£ler derived much comfort from 
his firm hope of another and better ftate. 

The following were his fentiments on that head. 
•^ The profpe6i: of a future ftate, fays he, is the fecret 
comfort and rcfrefliment of my foul. - It is that whicK 
makes nature look cheerful about me ; it doubles all 
my pleafures, and fupports me under all my afBic- 
tions. I can look at difappointments and misfor- 
tunes, pain, and iicknefs, death itfelf, with indifier* 
encc, fo long as I keep in view the pleafures of eter- 
nity, and the ft'ate of being in which there will be no 
fears nor apprehenfions, pains nor forrpws." 

" All forts of men, fays Addifon, who have gone be- 
. fore us into an eternal ftate, have left this great ob- 
fervation behind them, that upon experience they have 
found, that, what vain thoughts foever men may, in 
the heat of their vouth entertain of religion, they will, 
fooner or later, feel the teftimony God hath given it 
in every man's breaft *, which will make them ferious, 
either by the inexprcfhble fears, temors, and agonies 
of a troubled mind ; or the inconceivable comfortj. 
and joy of a sood confcience. 

<< It is to be obfeived, that Chriftianity not only 
profelyted men to the belief and outward profefiion' 
of Chriftianity, but had a vifible and moral tffcA up- 
on their lives and condud. Never was any other 
caufe fupported with- fuch irrefiftible evidence. 
"Vifhercvcr it c^me it was received by multitudes, at 
the|*ef[p;snce oi their property, chaia£ler$ and lives : 
ma]*iy of thde who had hitherto lived debauched, im- 
pious and idolatrous lives, became now &>ber, tempe- 
rate, hoQel):»^nd religious. ' Tki» was not indeed unjr 
verfaUy the «l^ becaufe all were notfincere in their 
profeiuott *, but tx^as fo, to. an extent that no other 

religion. could boaili^Nay.thc Pagan rcligicn general- 
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ly made men morally worfe, in- proportion to the 
zeal with which they proftrffcd it. 

The remaining effc6l of the Spirit's cfFufion wastn^ 
conftancy and rcadinefs with which men fuffeied tiie 
lofs of all things, and even martyrdom itfelf in its 
moll terrible forms." 

. — " I cannot omit (fays Mr. Addifon*) that iwhich 

appears to me a (landing miracle in the three firft 

centuries, I mean that amazing and fupernatural 

courage or patience which was Biewn by innumera-^ 

ble multitudes of martyrs in thofe flow and painful 

torments which were mflifted on them. I cannot 

conceive a man placed in the burning iron chair at 

Lyons, and the infults and mockeries of a crouded 

amphitheatre, and ftill keeping his feat : or (Iretched 

upon a grate of iron, over coals of fire, and breathing 

out his foul among the exquiCite fufferings of fuch a 

tedious execution, rather than renounce his religion 

or blafpherne his Saviour. Such trials feem to me 

above the (Irength of human nature>and able toover^ 

bear duty, reafon, faith, convi£lion, nay, and the 

moft ablolute certainty of a future ftate. Humanity, ^ 

unbiaffcd in an extraordinary manner, muft have fha- 

ken off the prefent prelTure, and have delivered itfelf 

out of fuch dreadful diilrefs by any means that could 

haver been fuggcfted to it. We can «afily imagine 

that many perlons in fo gpod a caufe might have laid 

down their lives at the gibbet, the ftakc, or the block : 

but to expire leifureJy among the moft exquifitc tor*- 

tures, when they might come out of them, even by a 

mental n-fv^rvation, or an hypocrify which was not 

without a poffibility of being followed by repentanrc: 

and forgivenefs, has fomething in it fo far beyond the 

force and natural llrength of mortals, that one cannot ' 

but think there wasfomemiiaculDui^ powerto fupport 

the fuffefer. 

" It is certain thigt the deaths and fufferings of the 

primitive ChriftiaHs had a grc2:t ^fliare in the conver** 

, lion of thofe learned Pagsin8,^ho lived ia the age© 

r 
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iofpetlecution, which with fomc iHtervals and abate- 
ments, lafted near 300 years ^after our Saviour. Juf- 
tin Martyr, Tertullian,. Laftantius, Arnobius, and 
others, tell us, thatthisfirft of all alarmed their curi- 
ofity,' roufed their attention and made them ferioufly 
inquifitive into the nature of that religion, which 
could endue the mind with fo mucb ftrength, and 
oveicorae the fear of death, nay, raife an earneft de* 
fire of it, though it appeared in all its terrors. This 
they found had not been cfFefted by all the doftrines 
of thofe philofophers, whom they had thoroughly flu- 
died, and who had beenlabouring at this great point. 
The fight of thefe dying and tormented martyrs en- 
gaged them to fearcn into the hiftory and do£trines 
of him for who6i they iufFered. The more they . 
fearchcd, the more they were convinced j till their 
convidion grew fofttong, that they- tbemklves embra- 
ced the iame truths, and either a(3:ually laid down 
their lives, or were always in readinefs to doit rathet . 
than depart from them.'* 
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THE 


Addifonian Mifcellany. 


ABSENCE IN CONVERSATION* 

^M. Y friend 1^7// Homycmhe is one of thoft fort of 

men who arc often abfent in converfation, ami what the 

French call a Rlveur and a Diflraif. A little before our 

club- time laft night, we were walking together in Sorrh* 

er/et Garden^ where If^ililiTid picked up a fmall pebble of 

fo odd a make> that he faid he would prefent it to a 

friend of his, an eminent yirtuo/o. After wc had 

walked fome time, i made a full ftcp, with my face 

towards the weft, which f^ill knowing to be my«ufu- 

al method of a&ing what's o'clock in an afternoon, 

immediately pulled our his watch, and told me we had 

feven minutes good. We took a turn or two more^ 

when, to my great furprife, I faw him fquirt away 

his watch a confiderable way into the Thames, and 

with great fedatenefs in his looks, put up tjie pebble, 

he had before found, in his fob. A$ I have naturally an 

avcrfion to much fpcaking, and do not love to be the 

meflenger of ill news, cfpecially when il comes too 

late to be ufeful, I left him to b« convinced of his.rai^ 

take in due time, and continued my walk, rcftc£king 

on thefe little abfences and diitraftions in mankind. 
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MonGeur Bruftre has given us the charaftcr of an 
abfent man. MenaUas comes down in a morning, 
opens his door to go out, but fliuts it again, becajife 
he perceives he has his night-cap on ; and examining 
himfelf farther, finds that lie is but half fhaved, that 
he has ftuck his fword on his right fide, that his ftoclcwt 
ings are about his heels, and that his (hirt is over his 
breeches. When he is drefled, he goes to court 
comes into the drawing-room, and walking upright* 
under a^branch of candlefticfe, his wig fe caught up bf 
one 'of them, and hangs dangKng in the air : all the 
courtiers fall a laughing; but Menalcas laughs louder 
than any of them, and looks about for the perfon that 
is the jeft of the company. Comipg down to the 
court .gate he finds a coach, which taking for his own, 
he whips into it ; and the coachman drives off, not 
doubting but he carries his matter. As foon as he 
flops, Miholcas throws himfelf out of the coach, crof- 
fcs the court afcends the ftair-cafe, and runs through 
all the chambers with the greateft familiarity, tepo- 
**BS himfWf on a couch, and fdncies himfelf at home. 
The matter of the houfe at laft comes in ; MenaUas 
rifes to receive, him, and defires him to fit down ; he 
talks j raufes, and then ulfcs again. The gcndeman 
of the houfe is tired and amazed \ i^Unalcas is no 
lefs fo, but is every moment in hopes that his imper-* 
'tinfent ^ueft ijvill at laft end his tedions vifit. Night 
comes oh, when ikf/«8/^4/ is hardly undeceived- 

When he is playing at backgammon, he calls for a 
full glaft of wine and water 5 'tis his turn, to throw ; 
he has the bpx in one hand, and his glafs in the oth- 
er ; and being extremely dry, and unwilling to lofe 
•time, be fwallows down both the dice, and at the 
fame time throws his wine into the tables. He writes 
^ a letter, and flings the fand into the ink-bottle ; he 
-writes a &cond, and miftakes the- fuperfcription : A 
noblemah receives one of them, and upon opening it, 
reads as follows : I 'wou d hanfe ytu, boneft Jack, fmn^«V- 
■mteh up9n th$ reaipt of t/tis, tcke in hay ttiough to f*r*vi me 
the Winter: His Farmer receives the other, and is 
amas^d to fee in it> A^ I«r</j / naived your Qracif coj/h 
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-manils^ muitb mmniin fuhmtfin u . ■ ■ ■■ !£ he is at an en« 
tertainmenty you may fee the pieces of bread contin- 
ually multiplying round h'- plate. 'Tis true, the reft 
of tne company want it^ as well as their knives and 
forks, which Manalcas does not let them keep lon^« 
bometimes in a morning, he puts his whole family m 
a hurry, and at laft goes out without being able to (lay 
for his coach or dinner \ and for that day you may 
fee him in every part of the town, except the very 
place where he oad appoii?ted to be on a butinefs of 
importance. Tou would often take him for every 
thing that he is not \ for a fellow quite ftupid, for he 
hears nothing ; for a fool, for he talks to himfelf, and 
has a hundred grimaces and motions with his headj 
wUch are altogether involuntary ; for a proud man, 
for he looks full upon you, ana takes no notice of 
your faluting him. The truth of it is, his eyes are 
opea but he makes no ufe of them, and neither fees 
you, nor any man, nor any thing elfe. He came once 
from his own houfe, afid nis own footmen undertook 
to rob him, and fucceeded : They held a flambeau to 
his throat, and bid him deliver his purfe ; he did fo, 
and comiiig home told his friends he had been rob* 
bed ; they defire to know the particulars : JJk n^ fer" 
vantSf fays iV!enalcas,/^r f^ey vnre toith me, 

Thefe blemilhes proceed from a certain vivacity 
and ficklenefs in a man's temper, which, while- it 
raifes up infinite numbers of ideas in the mind, iscoiw 
tinually pufhing it on, without allowing it to reft on 
any particular image, and helps to keep up the repu« 
tation of that Latin Proverb which Mr. ifrjifen Asm 
tranfiated in the following lines : 

Great mt s» madnefi fure it near allM; 
And thin fetrtithm do their hounds divide, 

Spe^jtatoe, VoL h Ncr. 77.2^ 
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ABSENCE OF LOVERS. 

. Mr, Sfi^a/cTj 

HOUGH you have conGdercd virtuous love m 
mod of its diftrefles, I do not remember that you hav^ 
given us any diflertation upon the abfence or lovers, 
or laid down any method how they ftiould fupport 
thcmfelvcs under thofe long reparations which they 
are forced fometimes to undergo. I am at prefent un- 
der this unhappy circumftance, having parted with 
thebeftof hufbands, who is abroad in uie fervicc of 
his country, and may not poffibly return for fome 
years* His warm and generous aiFeflion while we 
were^ together, mth the tendernefs which he expref- 
fed to me at parting, makes his abfence almoft in* 
fopportable': I think of him every moment in the 
day, and meet him every night in my dreams. Every 
llimgl fee puts me in mind of him : I apply myfelf 
with more than ordinary diligence to the care ot his 
family and his eftate-; but this, inftead of relieving 
Hie, gives me but fo many occafions of wifliing for 
his return. I frequent tne room where I ufed to 
converfe with him, and not meeting him there, fit 
down, in his chair, and fall a weeping. I love to 
read the books he delighted, ui, and to convdrfc with 
iht petfon^ whom he jpfteemed. I vifit his pifture a 
bundled times a day-, and place myfelf over-againft 
it whole hours together. I pafs a great part of my 
time in the walks where I uled to lean upon his arm, 
and recoiled in my mind the difcourfes which have 
pafied there between us. I look over the feveral prof- 
pedis and points of view which we ufed to furvey to-, 
gether, fix my eyes upon the objefts which be has 
•made me take notice of, and call to mind a thoufand 
agreekhle remarks which he .has made on thofe 
crccafions : I write i:6 him by every conveyance, 
and, contrary to other people, am always in good- 
humour when an eaftwmd blows, becaufe it feidom 
fails of bringing me a letter from him. Let meintreat 
you,Sir, to give me your adviceu pon this occafion, and 
to let me know how I may relieve myfelf in this nay 
frtdowhood. / amyoun^ &C, ASTEBIA, 
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Abfence is what the poets call death in love, and 
has given occafion to abundance of beautiful con>> 
plaints in thofe atithbrs who have treated of this paf- 
fion in verfe : Ovid's Epiftles are full of them ; Ot- 
w^'s Monitffia talks very tenderly upon this fubjccl-; 

■■■ liii Iftvoj not kind 

7 Uafve tn€ like a turtle here Alone^ 
To drMp and meum the ahfence of my mate^ 
When thou art from «r, e^very place is dejart ^ 
jind /, mfthinksy am/a<vage and forlorn, 
9'hy trefence only ^tis can make me bUjYd^ 
Ileal my unquiet mimdyand tune my JouL 

The confolafeions of lovers on thefe occafions atie 
very extraordinary ; befides thofe mentioned by Afte*- 
ria, there are maiiy other motives of comfort : I {haR 
take nbtice of one which I have known two petfons 
praftife, who joined religion to that elegance of fenti* 
ment with which ihe ' paffion of love generally in- 
spires its votaries. This was, at the return of fuch 
an hour, to oiFer up a certain prayer for each other, 
which they had agreed Tipon oelore -then parting- 
The hulband, who makes a figure in the polite world, 
as well as in his own family, has often told me, that 
he conld not have fupportea an abfence of three years 
without this expedient. 

SPECTATodi, Vol, IIL No. d4i.CL 


ABSTINENCE- 


T. 


HE preTervalion of health is tempcwnce, VhicS' 
has thofe particular s^dvantages above all other tneans 
to attain it, that it may be pradifed by all tanks anjl 
condjtiopsi at wj fe^fon or in any ^lace. It is % 
kind of regimen^ into ivhich every man fliay put him« 
fell without interruj^tibn to bufinefs,expence of mon-' 

SI or Ibfs of time. If *exercife throws oW alt 
5 fup^rfluiti^Si temperance pi events them : If ex* 
ercKe <dcais the veUels, temperance neither £Mi« 
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~ates nor overftrains them : If cxcrcife raifts propct 
ierments in the humours, and promotes the circular 
tfon of the blood, temperance gives nature her full 
play, and enables her to exert herfelf in all her force 
. 5ind vigour : If exercife diiBpates a growing diftem* 
jpcr, temperance ftarves it. 

Nature delights in the moft plain and finiple diet : 
every animal but man keeps to one difli. Herbs are 
^the rood of this fpecics, fifh of that, and flefli of the 
^hird : Man falls upon every thing that comes in hts 
♦way; not the Imalleft fruit or excrefcencc of the 
cartli, fcarce a "berry or a muflaroom, can efcape him. 
I would copy the following rules of a very eminent 
Fhyfician : Maki yeur wloU repaft out of one ^ip \ if S^ 
indulge in a ficond^ avoid drimking any tfdngflrong till ym 
ha've finiflted your meal : at the fame time ahftain from aU 
* famesy at leafi Juek as are not the moft plain and fimpUm 
And in the article of drinking, obferve Sir WiUiatue 
^/w//i?V method, nn%. 1 he frft glafs for myfetf the fetonfi 
for my friend, the third for good-humoitr, and the fourth f^ 
mine enemies, t i. • 

It is obferved by two or three ancieftt authors, that 
Socrates^ notwithftandiug he lived in Athene A\xxmg the 
great Hague, which hasmade fo much noKe through- 
out all ages, has been celebrated at diiFerent times 
by (uch eminent hands, notwithftanding he lived in the 
time of this devouring peftilence, never caught tKc 
Jeaft infeftlon •, which thefe writers unanimoufly af- 
iCf ibe to that uninterrupted temperance which he al- 
ways obferved. 

Spectator, Vol. IIL No. -195* 


ACCOUNTS, 


^/y HEN a-manliappens to break in Holland, th«r 
jby of him, thati^* has not Itept true accduntu This phrafc 
perhaps, among us, would appear a foft or humout- 
ious way of fpcaking ; but with that exa£l nation, it 
: bears the higheft reproach j for a man to be miftaken 
Jfi the jwlcuialion of bis ftpcncc^ in his abilkj^o «- 
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fver futtire demands, or to be impertinently faneuioe 
in patting his credit to too great adventure, are ;ul in* 
fiances of as much infamy, as with gayer nations to ^ 
be failing in courage or common honefty 

Numbers are fo much the meafure of every thing that 
is valuable, that it is not pofBble to demondrate the 
fuccefs of any at^ion, or the prudence of any underta- 
king without them. When a^ merchant receives his • 
vetums from abroad^ he can tell to ^ {hilling, by the * 
help of numbers, the profit or lofs of his adventure : - 
lie ought alfo to fhew that he had reafon to make i^, • 
cidbcr from his own experience or that of other ~peo- 
pie, or from a reafonable prefumption tliat his returns - 
willbe fuftcienttoanfwer his expence and^vazard; and • 
this is never to be done mthout the ikill of numbejs. 
For inilance, if he trades to Turkey* lie oug}it before- 
hand. to know the demand of our manufadures there^ 
t;^ well as of tlieirfilks in England, and the cuftoma- 
ly prices that are given forbodi in each' country^ He 
ought to have a clear knowledge of ^ thefe matters bq- 
forehand^ that lie may prefumcv upon fuflicient returns ' 
to anfver the charge of the cargo he had fitted out, > 
the freight and afitrrance out and liorne, . the cuftoms - 
to the King, 'and the mtereftof his own money ; and 
be(ides all mcfe expences, a reafonable profit to him- 
felf. Now where is the fcandal of this ikill ? Tlic 
merchant throws down na man*s inclofures, and 
tramples upon no man*s corn ; .he takes nothing from 
the induflnous labourer, he pays the pooraian for his- 
work, he communicates his profit with mankind; by " 
the preparation of his c^rgo, and the manufacture of 
his returns, he furniflies employment and fubfiftence 
to greater numbers than the richeft 'nobleman ; and 
even" the nobleman is obliged to him for finding out 
foreign markets for the produce of his: eftate, and for 
making a great addition to hi» rents *> and vet it is 
certain that none of ail thefe .things could be done by^ 
Kim Mrithottt tlieexerciie of his (kul iti numbers. 

Spectato»> VoL-IIIv No. 174. T» ' 
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ACTIONS. 

X HOSE wfto Bate fearched into human nature ob- 
fcrvc, thatnothhig more ftifews the noblenefs of the 
Soul, than that its felicity con fiils in adion. Every 
■tna^ has fUch. an active principle in him, that he will 
•find out forhcthing to employ nimfelf upon, in what* 
<ver ftate of Ijfe he is pbfted. I have heard of a gen- 
tleman who was under clofe confinement in the Buf" 
^ik feven years ; during which tiine he artufed him- 
iclf in fcattering pins about his chamber, gathering 
them^ up again^ and placing them in different figures 
in the arm of a great chair. He often told his friends 
aftierwards, that unlefs he had found out this piect 
©tjexercife, lie verily believed that he ihould navfe 
Jbfthis ftnfes. Spectator* Vol. II. No. ii6. T. 

"We fliould caft all our adions under the divifion 
of fiicti as are in themfelves good, bad, or indifferent ; 
and to direft them in fuch a manner, that every 
thing we do, may turn to account at that great day 
'when every thin^ we have done will be fet before u§. 

A good mtention joined to a good aftion, gives it 
its proper force and efEcacy ; joined to an evil aftion, 
cxtenutes its malignity, and in fome cafes may take 
it wholly away; and joined to an indiffcrenjt aQiori, 
turns it to a virtue, and makes it meritoriousi- as iis 
as human aftions can be fo. 

In the next place, to cdnfider in the fame manner 
the influence of an evil intention upon ou^ a£tion8. 
An evil intention perverts the befl of aftions, and 
makes them in reality what the fathers have termed 
tlie virtues of the heathen world, fo many finning fini* 
It deftroys the innocence of an indifferent aflion; aiid 
gives an evil aftion all poffible blacknefs and horror ; 
or, in the emphatical language of Holy Writ, makes 
Jin ixatdingfirifuL 

«^It is then of unfpeakable advantage to poffefs our 
minds with an habitual good intention, and to aim 
all our thoughts, words, and aftidns at fome lauda- 
ble end, whether it be the glory of our Maker, the 
good of mankind, or the b^emfit of our own fouls. 
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This IS a fort of thrift or good hufbandry 4n moral \ 
Tife, which does not throw away any fingle allien, . 
but makes every one go as far as it can^ it multi* 
plies the means of falvation, increafes the number of 
our virtues, and diminidies tliai of our vices. 

It is this excellent frame of mind» this holy ofRciouf- - 
nefs, M^hichis recommended to us by the Apoftle in » 
that uncommon precept^ wherein he direfts us to pro- - 
pofe to ouifelves the glory of our Cr'^ator in all our ' 
. moft indifferent aCtions, fwhuher. ««;# leaty or drink, or ♦ 
Hvhaf/iever vfi do. . 

A perfon therefore who is pofleffed with fuch an ha- - 
bitualgood intention, as that which I have been here 
ipeaking pf»- .enters upon no fmgle circumftance of 
hfe without confidering it as well pleafing to the great 
Author of his Being, conformable to the diflates of 
rcafon, fuitable to human nature in general, or to that 
particular ftation .in.'which Providence has placed 
nim. T He lives in a perpetual fenfe of the divine 
prefence> .regards, himfelf as acting in the whole 
courfe of his exiftence under the obfervation and in- - 
fpe£tion of that Being who is privy to all his motions . 
and all his thoughts^ who. knows his down-^ifrng mid - 
his uprifingy *it^o is. about his fath^-andMhoHtMi bed, and 

/pietk out all his. nvi^s. / In a word, he remembereth that 
• the eye of , his Judge is' always upon him; and in ' 
every a&ioa herefl^s; that he is^ doing what is com- 
manded or allowed. b)r him .who will hereafter 1C- 
ward or ;pvnifli it : this was the charadler of thofe - 
h(>ly mert of , old, who in that beautiful phcafe^ in fcrip- - 
lure are- faid to have ivaUud w/b God* / 

There is an excellent fpeech oiSoirattsi This great 
phiIofopher,v on i:h6:day of his < execution, a lit-tle be- 
fwe the draught of *poifon was brought to himy en- 
tertaining his friends witk a difcourfe on the immor- 
tality of the fouly has *thclc^ -WGrisi-^lf^bitberomot r 
''Cod trill dpfrovi of mf t^Sim^i I inow not ; but this I am ' 
fupo oji that J kavt at alltsmts piadeit mjt endoatvoup^ to > 
fha/e ,bim. And I bavi a good hopt^thafthis mytndtanfo^ 
wfl bi accepted by bim. We find in thefe words of that 
gr^atmaPi^ ^C habitual good intenioa which I would. '^ 
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here inculcate, and with which that divine philofo* 
pher always acicd. I fliall only add, that Erajmus^ 
who was an unbigoted Roman- Catholic, was fa 
much tranfported with this pafTage of Socrates^ that he 
could fcarce forbear looking upon him as a Saint, and 
defiring him to pray for him, or as that learned and 
ingenious writer has. expreffed himfelf in a mux:h 
more lively manner : When I refleft on fiich a fpeech 
pronounced by fuch a perfon, 1 can hardly forbear 
crying out, Sanile Socrates, ordpro tiBbis : O holy So- 
€ratesy pray for us. 

Spectator, Vol HI. No. 213. L. 


ADVICE. 

X HERE is nothing which we receive with fo much 
relu£tance as advice. We Ipok upon the man who 
gi\*'es it us, as offering an aflrront to our underftanding, 
and treating us like children or idiots. There is noth- 
ing fo difficult as the art of making^ advice agreeable : 
the pens of the ancients^and moderns have been ex- 
crcifed upon this occafion. How many devices h^vc 
been made ufe of to render this bitter potion palata- 
ble \ Some Convey their inftruftion to us in the bcft 
<:hofen words, others in the mdft harmomous num- 
bers ; fome in points of wit, and others in fliort pro- 
verbs. 

But among all the different wiiys of giving counfel, 
that which pleafes the moft univer dally, is Fable \ it 
excels all others, becaufe it is the lead (hocking, and 
therefore the moft delicate. ThJs will appear, if -we 
rcfleS, that upon the reading of a Fable, we arc made 
to. believe we advife ourfelves : We perufe the au- 
thor for the fake of Ac ftoty, and confider the pre- 
cepts rather as our own conciiifions than his inftrua- 
tions. This is^ poQfirmed by the examples of tho- 
wife m^n of old, who chdfe to give counfel to theic 
|irinces in this method ; an inftance of which we have 

%.\ TuikiftT^le^ wbici}i u)fQrm$ u^^ t^at'tbc Sttkaa 
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Mabamoud^ by his perpetual wars abroad, and his ty- 
ranny at home, had tilled his dominions with rum 
and defolation, and half unpeopled the Perfian Em- 
pire. The Vifier to this gieat Sultan pretended to 
have learned of a certain Dervife, to uiiderftand the 
language of birds, fo that there was riot a bird that 
could open his mouth, but the Vifier knew what it 
faid. As he was one evening with the Empe- 
ror, in their return from hunting, they fatv a couple 
of owls upon a tree that grew near an old wall out of. 
a heap of rubbifh. I would fain know, fays the Sul- 
tan, what thefe two owls are faying to one another;, 
liften to their difcourfe, and give me an account of it. 
The Vifier approached the tree, pretending to be very 
attentive to the two owls. Upon his return to the 
Sultan — Sir, fays he, I have heard part of their con- 
vcrfation, but dare not tell you what it is.. The Sul- 
tan would not be fatisfied with fuch an anfwer, but 
forced him to repeat, wcfrd, for word, every thing the 
owls had faid. You muft know then, faid the Vifier, 
that one of thefe owls has a Son, and tiie other a.. 
Daughter, between whom thcy^re now upon a trca-. 

2 of marriage. The father ot the fon faid to the fa- 
er of the daughter, in my hearing, brother I coo*, 
fent to this marriage, provided y6u will fctflc upon , 

iour daughter fifty mined Villages for her portion. 
Jo which the father of the daughter replied, inftead : 
of fifty, I will give her five hundred, ,if you pleafe. . 
God grant a long Ufe tq Suh^n l^UihAmud \ whilft , he . 
teigris over us, we (h^ll never want ruined Yilbfles, . 

' The ftory fays, th^ Sultan- was. f6 touched with th«: 
Eahle, that he rebuihx the townsi. and villages which , 
had been d^flfoyed, aiKl from that tiiQefpnTfird conn. 
fiiitcA.tbe. good of. his people* 

Sfectatoj*, VgJL. VII, No. . 5.1 %^ 0». 
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ADVERSITT* 

JI7 LATO cxprefles his abharrence of fome Fables of 
the Poets, which fcem to refieft on the gods as the 
authors of Injuftice ; and lays it down as a principle, 
that whatever. is permitted , to 5. befall a juft man,, 
whether poverty, iicknefs or. any of thofe things 
which fe€«n to b^ evils,, (hall either in life or- death 
conduce to his good«v My reader will ..obferve how 
agreeable this marxim is to what .we find delivered by 
a greater authority,-, ^^^^r^ has-.writtiE^n a difcourXi 
purpofely on thi^ fubjeft, in which he takes painsj af- 
ter the doftrine of the Stoicks^ to fhew that adverfi* 
ty is nqt in itf(§lf an EvUl and mentions a noble, fay- 
ing of Demetrius, ^ that, nothing would be^ more un- 
happy .than a man who had , never known afflidion : 
He compares Profperity ,to the indulgence of a fond 
mother to a child,., which often prpyes its ruin j but 
tlie afFeftion.of thediviHe Being, to vthatsof .a wife 
father^ who. would have his fonsjexercifed with hard : 
Is^bour, difappo^ntmenti and pajn, that they may ^gatli- 
cr ftrengthr and .-improve their fortitude. • . On tnis oc- . 
cafion the, Philofopher riks into that celebrated fen- 
timent, thatithere is nat.ou earth a.jfpefts^le more 
worthy the regard pf a Creatojr intent pn bis works, 
ths^n a brave^.njv^ fuperiortohis fuSej^ings ; to which, 
he adds,,th^|t muft be.apleafure to 7«///tfr himfelf, . 
tQ look dowa. frqm ?He;aven,>and fee C^/^ amid the : 
Tuips.p£*his^ country jprefervirig his integrity. 

5j>ECTAT9it, ypL liL . N]5. ; 237. . 

, When the miitd jian: htcn perple^f ed ^ with ^anxioxis : 
cares and pafliosns, . the bcft meihod of brwging it to 
its ufuai.ftstteofjnraBqfiiUty,,is) as much as wepof&bly 
can, to turn our thoughts, to the adverfities >.of per- - 
fqns of .higher, confideraticm in virtue and merit tnan 
ourfejvcs. By this mCL^ns, all the liltle incidents of 
our owi> lives, Jf, they are uiifottunate,«/eem to bC; the , 
cffed of Juftice upon our faults and indifcretions. . 

/When thofe whom we koow to be. exceUaoit/ a9^A4t^ 
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Icrving of a better fate, are wretched^ we cannot but tc- 
fign oiirfelvesy when moft of as know that we merit a 
much worfe fate than that we are placed in. For fuch» 
and many other occafions, there is one admirable re* 
iatibn which one might recommend for certain peri- 
ods of one's life, to touch, comfort, and improve the 
heart of man. "TMily fays fome where, the pleafures of 
a hufbandman are next to thofc of a philoiopher. In 
like manner, one may fay, the pleafures of nomanity 
are next to thofe of devotion. In both thefe hitter 
fati&fa£^ions, there is a certain humiliation which ex- 
alts the foul above its ordinary ftate ; at the fan)C 
time that it leifens the value of ottri^^ives, it enlarges 
our eitimation of others. 

Tatuer, Vol. IV. No. 233.. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

For the Good of tU Public 

VV ITHIN two doors of the Mafquerade Houfe 
lives an eminent Italian Chirurgeon, arrived from the 
Carnival of Venice, of great experience in private 
cures. Accommodations are provided, and perfons 
admitted in their Maflcing habits. 

He has cured fince his coming hither, in lefs than a 
fortnight, four Scaramouches, a Mountebank Doftor, 
two Turkijh Baflas, three Nuns, and a Morris dan- 
cer. ^ 

Venienfi occurrite Morho. 
' N. B. Any perfon may agree by the great, and be 
kept in repair by the year. The Doftor draws teeth 
without pulling off your maflc. 

Spectator, VoL I. No. 22. T, 


JL O prevent all miftakes that may happen among 
gentlemen of the other end of the town, who come 
but once a w'eek to St. Jaities's 'CofFe>s-Houfe, cither. 


r 
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by mifcalling the feivants, or requiring fuch thing64)f 
them as are not properly within the ir refpeftive pro- 

. viiices, this is to give notice, that Kidney^ keeper of 
the book-debts of the out-lying cuilomers, and ob»- 

. ferver of thofe who go off without paying, having re- 
figned that employment, is fucceeded by John So-w- 
JoM\ towhofe place of enterer of meflagcs, and firft 
coffee-grinder, William Bird is promoted ^ and Samuel 
Burdock comes as (lioe-cleaner in the room of the faid 
Bird. 

Spectator, Vol. L Nx>. 24. R* 


J^^ Widow gentlewoman, well bom both by father 
and mother's fide, being the daughter of Thomas 
Prater, once an eminent Praftitioner in the liaw, and. 
cf Letitia Tattle, a family wel> known in all parts of 
this kingdom, having been reduced by misfortunes to 
wait on feveral great perfons, and for fome time to ke 
teacher at a boarding-fchool of y<^ung ladies, ^iveth 
notice to the public, that ihe bath lately taken a hotife 
near Bioomfbury -fquare, commodiouily (ituated next 
the Fields, in a good air, where (he teaches all forts of 
birds of the Ipquacious kinds, as parrots, darlings, 
magpies, and others, to imitate human voices in 
greater perfeflion than ever yet was praflifed. They 
are not only inilru^d to pronounce words diilin£tly» 
and in a proper tone and accent, but to fpeak the lan- 
guage witn great purity and volubility of tongue ; to* 
gether with all tne fafhionable phrafes and compli- 
ments now in ufe either at tea*tables or vifiting-days. 
Thofe that have good voices, may b^ taught to np^ the 
neweft Opera airs, and, if required, to fpeak either 
Italian or French, paving fomething above the com*- 
mon rates: They whole friends are not able to pay the 
full prices, may be taken as half-boarders. She teach- 
es fuch as are aefig|ned for the diverfion of the public, 
and to ^Ql in enchanted woods on the theatres, by 
the great. As Che has often obferved with much 
concern how iadeceut an education 15 ufually giveni 
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thefe innocent creatures^ which, in fome meafure, is 
owing to their being placed in o|)en rooms next the' 
ftreet^ where, to the great offence of chaftc and ten- 
der ears^, they learn nbaUlry, obfcene fongs, and im- 
modeft expreffioris, from paffengers and idle people } 
as alfo to cry filh and card- matches, with other ufe- 
lefs parts of learning, to birds who have rich 
friends ; fhe has fitted up proper and neat apartments 
for them in the back part of her faid houfe, where (he 
fuffers none to approach them J)ut herfelf, and a fer- 
vant maid, who is deaf and dumb, and whom fhe pro- 
vided on purpofe to prepare their food and cleanfe 
thrir cages ; having found, by long experience, how 
hard a thing it is for thofe to keep filence who have 
the ufe of fpeech, and the dangers her fcholars are 
expofed to by the flrong imprefuons that are made by 
harfh founds and vulgar diaie£ts. In ihort, if they 
are birds of any parts or capacity, fhe will undertake 
to render them fo accomplifned in the compafs of a 
twelvemonth, that they fhall be fit convcrlation-for 
fttch ladies as love to choofe their friends and com-* 
jpanions out of this fpecies. 

Spectator, VoL I. No. 36. R. 
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_^ _ Young gentlewoman, about nineteen years of 
age (bred in die family of a perfon of quality lately 
'deceafed) who paints the fine& fej^ r^/fjiir, waqts a 
place, and is to be heard of at the hotife pf Afynhnr 
^rotefque^ a Dutch painter in Barbican, 

N. B. She is alfo well {killed in the drapery part, 
and puts on hoods, and mixes ribbons fo as to fuit 
'thexolours of the face, with great art and fuccefs. 

SFECTATO&f Vol. l.lKo. 4I. Rr 
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I 

\V HEREAS Mr. Bidetftoff, by a letter, has re- 
ceived information, that there are about the Royal Ex- 
ikatige a fort of people commonly known by the name 
of Whetttrit who drink themfelves into an intermedi- 
ate ftate of being neither drunk nor fober, before the 
hours of exchange or bufinefs-, and in that condition 
%uy arid fell ftocks, difcount notes, aiid do many oth- 
er adis of well-difpofed citizens : This is to give no- 
tice, that from this day forward, no IVhetur ihall be 
able to give or endorfe any note, or execute any other 
poiftt of commerce, . after the third half pint 
before the hour of one;* and whoever flia}ltranfa£t 
any shatter or mattes with a Wkemr {not being him- 
felf of that order) ihall be conduCted to Afew^^^/i^/, 
upoathe firft application of his next akin. 

N. B. No Tavern near the Exchange ihall deliver 
wine to fuch as drink at the bar ftandmc, except the 
fame flii.aU be three parts of the beft cyder ; and the 
matter of the houfe wall produce a certificate of the 
fame from Mr. Tinimty or fome other credible wine 
painten 


wi?p 
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Whereas the model of the intend^ J«tf- 
now iiniflied, and the edifice itfelf wfll be very fud- 
tknly began, and it h defired that all fuck as have re- 
lations whpm they would ^recommend to our care, 
would bring in their proofs with aH fpeed j none 
to be admitted of courfe but lovers, who are put 
iuto an immediate Riginuf*. Young politicians arc 
alfo ccccived without fees or examination. 

. Tatl«r, Vol. HI. No. 1 38* 

JL HE Cenfor having obferved, that tlicre arc -fine 
wrottght Ladies fiioes and flippers put out to ^^ew Jjt 
a great. Shoemaker's Oiop towards St. James s, wlUiA 
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<CTCate irregular thoughts and defires in the youth of 
this town ; the fai£ fhop-keeper is tequired to take in 
thofe eye-fores, or fhew caufe, the next ccurt-day, 
why he continues to cxpofc the fame ; and he is re- 
quired to be prepared particularly to aofwer to the 
flippers with green lace and blueheek. 

Tatler, Vol. IIL No. 143. 


VV HERTAS the feveral church-wardens of moft 
of the pariflies within the 1>ifl ^of mortality have, ifi 
an earaeft manner, applied themfelres by way of *pe- 
^tion, and have aMb made ajprefentmentofihe vain 
and loofe deportment, during divine ferv.ice, of perfons 
of too great figure in all their faid pariihes for their 
xeprooi: and whereas it is therein fet forth tliat by 
falutation given each other, hints fhrugs, -ogles, 
playing of fans, fooling with canes at their mouth, 
^nd other wanton gefticulations, their -whole congre- 
gation appears rather . a theatrical <audience than a. 
•place of devotion : It 4s hereby ordered, that aU canes, 
cravats, bofom laces, muiFs, ^ns, ihuff^boxes, and all 
other inilruments made ufe of to give ^perfons 'Unbe- 
coming airs, (hall be immediately forfeited and fold ; 
and of the fum arifing from the fale thereof, a ninth 
4iart fludl be jaid'to the poor, and the reft to the over- 

Ta-tlei^ VoL III. No. 16& 


fl HIS ferves toinfqjfm'thcm, that *the gilt eharicf^ 

-the dianoond rii>g, the. ^old ihuff-box, and brocade 

fword-knot, are no eflential pgrt of a fine .gentleman ; 

but may be ufed by him, ^provided he oafts his eyes 

^{H>ii wem but once a day. 

GuAiiDiAH^ Vol. I* No. 24* 
C 
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ADULTERERS. 

jHiDULTERERS in the firft ages of the church 
^ere excommunicated forever, and unqualified aQ 
their lives from bearing a part in Chriftian aiTemblies y 
notwithitanding they might feek it with tears, and 
all appearance of the mofl unfeigned repentance. 

Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. 579. 
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AFFECTATION. 


^^ _ Late converfation which I fell into, gave mc an 
opportunity of obferving a great deal of beauty in a 
very handiome women^ and as much wit in an ingen- 
ious man, turned into deformity in the one and ab- 
furdity in the other, by the mere force of affedation. 
The fair one had fomething in her perfon, upon which 
her thoughts were fixed, that (he attempted to {hew- 
to' advantage in every look, word, and gefturc. The 
gentleman 'Wa5 as diligent to do juftice to his fine 
parts^, as the ladV tot her beauteous form. You might 
fee his imaginatibn ion the ftrength to find out fome- 
thing uncommon, and what they call bright, to en- 
tertain her, while flie writhed herfelf into as many 
different poftuires to engage him. When (he laugh- 
ed, her lips were to fever at a greater diftance than 
ordinary, to (hew her -teeth ; her fan was to point 
at fomewhat at a diftance, that in the reach (he may 
-difcover the roundnefs of her arm ; then ihe is utter- 
ly miftaken in what fhe {&y»'t falls back, fmiles at her 
own folly, and is fo wholly difcompofed, that her 
tucker is to be adjufted, herJwfom expofed, and the 
whole woman pirt into new airs and graces. While 
Ihe was doing all this, the gallant had time to think of 
fomething Very pleafant to fay next to her, or make 
fome unkind oblervation on tome other ladv,'to feed 
. jh^r. vanity. Thefe unhappy eflfefbs of affectation na- 
turally lead to that ftrange ftate of mind, which fo 
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generally difcolours the behaviour of mod people we 
meet with. 

But tliisr apparent affeftatiofi, arifmg from ill- 
governed confcioufnefs, is not fo rrtuch to be wonder-^ 
ed at in fuch loofe and trivial minds as thefe ; but 
when you fee it in chara6lers of worth and diiUhc- 
tion, it is what you cannot but lament 5 it creeps in* 
to the heart of the wife man as well as that of the 
coxcomb. The bed way to get clear of fuch a light 
fondnefs for applaufe, is to take all pofTible care to 
throw off the love of it upon occafions that are not in 
themfelves laudable ; 01 this nature are all graces in 
men's perfons, drefs and bodiljt deportment, which 
will be naturally winning and attract:ive, if we think 
not of them, but lofe their force ia proportion to oat 
endeavour to make them fuch. ... 

It is only from a thorough difregard to himfelf iti' 
fuch particulars, that a man- can a£i with a laudable 
Sufficiency j his heart is fixed upon one point in vicwv- 
awd he commits no errors, becaufe he thinks nothing. 
an error but what deviates from that intention. 

The wild havock afFeSation makes in that part of 
the world which ihould be mod polite, is vifible : It 
puflies men not only into impertijnences in converfa- 
tion, but alfo in> their premeditated fpeeches; at the 
bar it torments the bench, and' often afcends the pul- 
pit itfelf; and the dsclaimer is frequently fo imper*- 
tinently witty, fpeaks of the laft day - with fo many 
quaint phrafes^ that there is no man who underftands 
raillery, but muft. refolve to fin no more*, nay, you 
may behold him fometimes in prayer^ for a proper 
delivery of the great truths he his to »utter, hunrole 
him feJt with fo well-turned'a phrafe, and mention his 
own unworthinefs in a way fo veryi becoming, that 
tlie air of the pretty gentleman is preferved under the 
lowlinefs of the preacher. I fhall end this with a 
fliort letter I wrote the other day to a very witty man>! 
over*ruri with the fault I am fpeaking of» 
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Dear 5/>, 

Jl fpenfe fome time with you the other day, and muft 
take the liberty of a friend to tell you of tne unfuffer- 
dbleafie^ation yoa are guilty of in all you fay and 
do. Wheal gave you/a hint of it, you aflced me 
whether a man is^ to be cold to what hrs friends think 
t)f Mm I No J tut praifc is not to be the entertain- 
ment of every moment : he that hopes for it muft be 
abls to fufpend the pofTeiTion of it, till proper peri- 
ods of life, or death kfelf; if you (hould not rather 
be compaended than be praife-worthy, contemn little 
merits^ and allow no man to be fo free with you a^ 
lo praife you to your face. Your Vanity by this 
means will waiit its food. At the fame time your 
paQipn for efteem will be mote fully gratified, men 
•wjU praife you in th^ir actions 5 where you now re- 
ceive one compliment, you will then receive twenty ci- 
vilities f till then you will never have of either farther 
than, Sir, your humble Servant. 

Spectator, Vol. I. No. 38. R. 

The great misfortune of afFe£lation is, that men 
sot : only lofe a good quality^ but alfo contradi a bad 
one. They not only are unfit for what they were 
defigned, but they alhgn themfelvcs to what they are 
unfit for 5 and, inftead. pf making a very good figure 
one way, make a very ridiculous one another. If 
Stmantkf would have peen fatisfied with her natural 
complexion, ihe might ftill have been celebrated by 
thfe name of the olive-beaut]r ; but Semaniha has ta- 
ken up an afie£lation to white and red, and is now 
diftinguifhed by .the charafter of the lady that paints 
well. In a word,. could the world be reformed to the 
famed diQ:ate,y^/tfw naturt^ which the oracle of DeU 
fhas pronounced to Cicero^ when he confulted what 
courfe of ftudies he fliOuld purfue, we (hould fee 
almoft every man as eminent in his proper 
fphere, as TuUy was in his ; and (hould in a very 
(hort time find impertinence and affe£tation baniflicd 


ADDISONIAN MISCELLANY; 29 

from among. the women, and coxcombs and falfe 
chara£lcrs wm among the men* For my part I 
could never confider this prepoflerous repugnancy to 
nature any otherwife, than not only as the greatcfl: 
folly, butalfo one of themoft henious crimes, fnice it 
is a- diredl: oppodtion to the difpofition of Providence, 
artd (as Tully expre.ffes.it) like the fin of the giants, an 
aftual rebellion againft Heaven. 

Spectator, Vol. VI. No. 404. 


AFFECTIONS. 

VV HEN labour was pronounced to be the portiort? 
of men, that doom reached the afFeftion of his mind: 
as well as his perfon 5 the matter on which he was to 
feed, and all the animal and vegetable world about . 
him. There is therefore an affiduous care and culti- 
vation to be beftowed upon our paffions and affec- 
tions i for they are the excrefcenc^ of our fouls,- like 
OUT hair and beards, look horrid or becoming, as we - 
cut OT let them grow. This maj be accounted for 
111 the behaviour of Duumvir^ the nufband and keep- . 
cr. Ten thoufand follies had this unhappy man ef-. . 
Gaped, had he made a compa£): with himfelf to be ujT- • 
on his guard, and not permitted his vagrant eye to 
let in fo many different mclinations upon hirpa as all ^ 
his days he has been perplexqd with ; out indeed, at 
prefent, he has brougnt himfelf to be confined only to > 
one prevailing miftf efsj between whom and his wife> , 
Buum'vir paffeshis hours ift all the viciflitudes which . 
attend paiEon and afieftion, without the intervention - 
of reafbn, — Laura his wife and P/iii/h his miftrefs, are, 
all with whom he has had, for fome months, the lealt 
amorous commerce. . Duum%ir has palled the noon of 
life, but canribt withdraw from thofe entertainments » 
which are pardonable only before the ftageof our be- 
ing, and which after that feafon are rariher puniih* 
ments than fatisfaftions j>for a palled appetite is hu-- 
nsourous, and mud be gratified with (auces rather 
than food* For which end Duumvir \% provided witUi 

Ca 
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a haughty, imperious, cx^enfive,. and fantaftic. mif- 
trefs ; to whom he retires from the cbnverfation of 
an affable, humble, difcreet and affefiionate wife* 
JLtf«rtf receives him, after abfence, with an eafy and 
Vnaffedled complacency 5 but that he calls infipid ; 
Fbillis rates him for his abfence, and bids him re- 
turn from whence he came : this- he calls fpirit a»d 
fire. Laura's gentlenefs is thought mean, PhtlUss in- 
folence fprightiy. Were yoii to fee him at his own 
home, and his miftrefs*s lodgings ; to Fhillis he ap- 
pears an obfequipus lover, to Laura an imperious mai^ 
ter. 

Nay, fo unjuft is the tafte of Duumvir, that he owns 
Laura has no ill quality, but that fhe is his wife ; 
PhiUis no good one, biit that {he is his miftrefs; and 
he him felt has often faid, were he married to any one 
elfe, he would jather keep Laura than any woman hv- 
ing ; yet allow at the fame time, that Phillisy were fhe 
a woman of honour, would have been the mod infip- 
id animal breathing. In a word the afieftionate part 
of his heart being corrupted, and his true tafte that 
way wholly loft, he has contracted a prejudice to all 
the behaviour of Laura, and a general partiality in fa- 
vour of Pbiliis, There is Ibmething too melancholy 
in this circumftance to be the fubjeS of raillery. 

Tatler, Vol. II. No. 54. 

AFFLICTION. 

X RUE affliftion labours to be invifible -,. it \fi a 
ftranger to ceremony, and beats in its own nature a 
dignity much s^boviC.the little circamftanqes wbicb^are. 
atte^ed under the notion of decency.. 

Sri^cTATOi^, Vol. H.. No. 95. L. 

Tt would be efidlefs to enumerates the f^ntaftical 
afRidions that difturb mankind ; but as a mifpry is 
not to be meafured from the nature of, an. evil« but 
from the temper of the fuflferer, I fliall prefcnt my 
i^^deis^ wixQAK unhappy either ip reaiity or imagia** 
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atlon, with an Allegory which Homr has fuggefted to 
me. 

When Jupiter took into his hands the government 
of the world, the feveral parts of nature, with tlie pre- 
fiding Deities, did homage to him 5 one prefented him 
witn a mountain of winds, another with a magazine 
of hail, and a third with a pile of thunderbolts. The 
ftars offered up their influences, the ocean gave in his 
tridest, the earth her fruits, and the fun his feafons. 
Among the feveral Deities who came to make their 
court on this occafion, the Defiinies advanced with 
two great tuns carried before them, one of which they 
fixed on the right hand of Jupiter, as he fat upon his 
throne, and the other on his left ; the fitft was filled 
with all the bleHings, and the other with all the ca- 
lamities of human life. Jupiter, in the beginning of 
his reign, finding the world much more innocent ,than 
it is in this iron age, poured very' plentifully out of 
the tun that flood at his jight hand ; but, as man- 
kind degenerated, and. became unworthy of his .blef-s 
iings, he fet abroach the other vefTel, tnat filled the 
world with pain and poverty, battles and diftempers, 
jealoufy and falfehooo, intoxicating pkafures and iun- 
timely deaths. 

He was at length fo very much incen&d at the great 
depravations of human nature, and tlie repeated prov-r 
ocations which he. received from all p^rts^jf .the earth, 
that having refolved to deflroy the whole fpecies ex^ 
cept Deucalion and PjKrhdy lit commanded the Defiinies 
to gather up the bleflings which he had thrown away 
upon the fons ol men, and lay.themjip until the worl^ 
fhould be inhabited by a mqre virtuous and 'deferving 
r^oe, of mortals.^. 

The three fillers immedi^tetyrepw^sAtQ the earth, 
io-fearch^of the feveral bleflirigs that had been fcattcr- 
ed on it, but found. the tafk .which was^enjoined them 
to be much more difficult tbait they? unagined. The 
fixfl places which they. reiorted to,. as the mofl: likely 
to fuccced jn^ were cities, palaces, and courts ; .but 
inft^d of meeting with what they looked for here, 
they found nothiAg .but ,cnvy, repiniag* and the like 
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bitter ingredients of the left-hand vefTel : Whereas*., 
to their great furprife, they difcovered content, chear- 
fulnefe, health, innocence and other the moft • fub- 
ftantial bleflings of life, in cottages, fhades, and fol- 
itudes. 

There was another, circumdance no lefs unexpect- 
ed than the former, and which gave them very great 
perplexity in the difcharge of the truft which Jupiter - 
had committed to' them. ' Theyobferved that feveral 
bleflings had degenerated into calamities, and that fev- 
eral calamities had improved- into bleflVngSj according 
as they fell into the poffcffion of wife and foolifh men. . 
They often found powef with fo mnch infolence and . 
impatience cleaving to it, that it became a misfortune 
tqrthe perfon on whom it was conferred : Youth had 
often diftempers gjrowing about it, worfe than the 
infirmitcs of old age ; wealth was often united to fuch 
a fordid avarice, as made it the mod uncomfortable 
and painful bind of poverty. Un the contrary, they, 
often found pain made glorious by fortitude, poverty . 
loft in content, deforrtiity. beautified byNvirtue. In a 
word, the bleflings were often like gpod fruits planted . 
in a bad foil, that by degrees fall oflF from their nat- 
ural relifti, into taftes altogether infipid orunwhole- 
fome ; and the calamities^ like harfli fruits, cultivated . 
in a gpod foil, and enriched by proper grafts and in- 
oculations, till they fwell with generous and delightful 
juices. 

There was ft ill a third . circumftancc, which occa- 
Coned as great a furprife to the three (iftcrs as either 
of the foregoing, when they difcovefed feveral c^lami^ 
ties which had never been in either of the tuns that 
flood by the throne of Jufiter^zhd were neverthelcfs as , 
great occafionsof happinefe or mifcry as» any tkere% 
Thefe were that fpurious crop of bleflings and calami- - 
ties which were never fown by the hand of the Deity, . 
but grew of.themfelves out oi the fancies, and difpou- 
tions of human creatures ; fuch are 4refs,titles, p1ace» 
equipage, falfe fliamc, . and groundlefs fear, with the 
like vain imaginations that (boot up in trifling, weak^ 
and trrefolute ininds. The Pt/iwn, finding them* 
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felves in fo great a perplexity^ concluded that it would 
be impoflible for them to execute che aommands that 
had beep given them, according totheir firft intention;, 
for which reafon they agreed to throw all the blefRngs 
apd calamities together into one large Tefiel^and in that 
mlanner oiFer them up at the feet of Jupittr. Tin* 
was performed accordingly, the eldeft fifter prefented 
herfelf before the veflei, and introJuc^d it with an 
apology for what they had done. 

O Jupiter, (fays Jhe) <wi hwt gather ed togitber all thi 
grnd and i'Hil, the comforts and difireffes^ ef hitman hft^ *whick 
av# thus prtfint heftre thte in one premtfcuous heap. Wt he- 
fetch thety that thou thy f elf nuillfart them oat for thefuiure^ a$ 
in thy %itifdom thou f^jalt think fit ; for a/ # acknowledge tbeti 
there is none hefides thee that can judge tA/bat *will occafion grkf 
or joy in the heart of a human creature , and nihat ^llfravi if 
bUjfing or a ceUurt^ to theperfon on ^wham it is beftonued*^ 

TatleBi VoL in. No. 146, 
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AGE. 


'F all the impertinent wifhes which we hear cxk 
prefled in converfation, there is not one more unwor- 
thy a gentleman, or a man of liberal education^ than 
that of wifhing one's felf younger. It is a certain 
(ign of a foolifh or! a diflblute mmd, if we want our * 
youth again only for the itrength of bones and fiiiewB 
which we once were mailers of ; it is as abfurd in an 
old man to wi(h for the ftrength of a youth, as it 
would be in a young man to wifli for the ftrength 
of a bull or a horfe. Thefe wifhes are both equal- - 
ly out of nature, which ilibuld direcSt in all things ! 
that are not contradidlory to juilice, law^ and re:k« 
fon. 

Age in a virtuous perfon of either fex carrks in it 
an authority, which makes It preferable to ail the 
pleafures of youth \ if to be faluted, attended^ or 
confulted, with deference, are inftances of plea^ 
fur?, they are fuch as never fail a virtuous old age* 
In the enumeration of the iinperfeftions and adyaiv 
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tages of the younger and later years of man, they are 
fo near in their condition, that methinks it ihould be 
incredible we fee fo little commerce of kindnefs be* 
tween them. If we confidcr youth and age with Tui" 
Iji rega«rding the affinity to death, youth has manr 
more chances to be nearer it than age ; what youth 
can fay more than an old man, * lie fhall live till 
night ?' youth catches diftempeis more eafily, its fick* 
nefs is more violent, and its recovery more doubtfuL 
The youth, indeed, hopes for many more days f {o 
Cannot the old man. The youth's hopes are ill 
grounded ; for what is more foolifh than to place any 
confidence^ upon an uncertainty ? But the old man 
has not rcrom fo much as for hop*: ; he is ftill- hap- 
pier tha^ the youth ; he has already enjoyed what 
the other does but hope for : one A^iflies to live long> 
the other haslived long. But, alasjlfe there any thing 
in human life, the duration of which can be called 
long ? There is nothing, which muft end, to be valu- 
ed for its continuance^ If hours. Trays, months, and 
years, pafs away, it is no matter what hour, what day, 
what month, or what year we die. The applaufie of 
-ogood ador is. due to him at whatever fbene of .the 
•play he makes his exit. It is thus in the life of a man 
of lenfe ; a (hort life is fufficient to manifed himfelf a 
man of honour and virtue \ when he ceafes to be 
fuch he has lived too long ; and, while he is fuch, it 
16 of no confequence to him how long he ihall be fo, 
provided he is fo to his life's end. 

Spectator, Vol. II. No. 153. T. 

AGREEABIJE MAN. 

* JL he defire of pleafing makes a man agreeable or 
unwekome to thofe with whom he converfes, accordr 
ing to the motive from which that, inclination appears 
to flow. If your concern for pleafing others arifes 
from innate benevolence; it never fails of faccefs ; if 
from a vanity to excel, its difappointment is no Icfs . 
certain. What we call an agreeable man, is he who 
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is endowed with the natural bent to do acceptable 
things, from the delight he takes in them merely as 
{uch ; and the affectation of that chara6ler is what 
conftitutes a fop. Under thefe leaders one may draw 
up all thofe who make any manner of figure, except 
in dumb ihow. A rational and feleft converfation 
is compofed of perfons who have the talent of pleaf- 
ing with delicacy of fentiments, flowing from habitual 
chaftity of thought. Now and then you meet with a 
man fo cxaftly formed for pleafing, that will make 
him gain upon every body who hears or beholds him. 
This felicity is not the gift of nature only, but muft 
be attended with happy circumftances, which add a 
dignity to the familiar behaviour which diftinguifhes 
him whom we call the agreeable man. It is from this 
that every body loves and eileems Polycarptu. He is 
in the vigour of his age, and the gaiety of his life ; 
but has paffed through very confpicuous fcenes in it : 
Though no foldier, he has Ihared the danger, and a£l- 
ed with great gallantry and generofity, m a decifive 
day of battle. To have thole qualities which only 
make other men confpicuous in the world, as it were 
fupernumerary to him> is a circumftance which gives 
weight to his raoft indiiFeretit aftions ; for as a known 
credit is ready cafh to a trader, fo is acknowledged 
merit immediate diftinftion, and fervcs in the place of 
equipage to a gentleman. This renders PoiycarpuL 
graceful in mirth, important in bufinefs and regarded 
-with love in every ordinary occurrence. 

Spectator, Vol. IV. No. 280. T. 


• AGREEABLE IN COMPANY. 

. Jl he true art of being agreeable in cotnpany (but 
there can be no fuch thing as art in it) is to appear 
well pleafed with thofe you are engaged with, and 
rather to foem well entertained, than to bring enter- 
tainment toothers. A man thus difpofed, is riot in- 
deed what we ordinarily call a good - c<>mpanion, but 
ffentially is fttch, and in all parts of his converfation 
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has fomething friendly in his behaviour, which con- 
ciliates men's minds n>ore than the higheft faliies of 
wit or ftarts of humour can poflibly <lo. The feeble- 
nefs of age in a man of this turn, has fomething which 
ihould be treated with refpeft even in a nwm no oth- 
crwifc- venerable. The forwardness of youtl^ whcA 
it proceeds from alacrity, and not infolence, h^s^alfo 
its allowances. The companion who h formed for 
fuch by nature, gives to e\'ery charafter in life it$ 
due regard, and is ready to account for their imper- 
fefiions, and receive their accomplifhments, as if they 
were his own. It muft appear that you receive law 
from, and not give^it to, your company, to make you 
ajreeable. 

rSPECTATOH, VoL V.No. 3t6. T. 


ALLEGORIES. 

jf\LLEGORrES, when wen chofen arc like To Tna. 
ny tracks of light in a difcourfc, that makes every 
thing about them feem clear and 'beautiful. A noble 
metaphor, when j* is placed to advantage, cafts a kind 
of glory round it, and darts a luftre through a whole 
fentence. Thefe different kinds of allufion are but io 
many tirfFcrcnt cnanners of fimilit«ude ; and that they 
may pleafe ^the hnagination, the likenefs-ouchtto be 
very exaft/or very agreeable : as we love to Tee a pic- 
ture where the refemblancc is juft, or the pofture aiid 
•air graceful : But we find eminent writers very faulty 
in this refpeft. Great fcholars are apt to fetch com- 
pafifons and allufions from the fcience in which they 
arc mod converfant -, To that a man may Tee the com- 
pafs of their learning in a treatife on the moft indif*- 
Jerent fubjefl. I nave read a difcourfe upon love, 
which none but a profound chimift oould underftand. 
On the -contrary, your men of bufinefe ufmally have 
recourfe lo fuch inilances, as arc'^too mean and famil- 
iar; 'they arc for drawing "the reader into a game of 
chefs or tennis, or for leading him from (hop to {hop 
in me cant of particular trades and employments, it 
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)S .certain there may be found an infinite variety of 
very agreeable allufions in both thefe kinds ; but, for 
the generality, the mod entertaining ones lie in tlic 
works of nature, which aie obvious to all capacities, 
and more deligluful than what is to be found in arts * 
and fci'^neies. 

They fet off all wrhings in general, and are the ve- 
ry life and highcft perfetlion af poetry, where it 
fuines in an eminent degree. It has preferved feveral ,- 
poems, for many ages, that have nothing elfe to re- f 
commend them ; and where all the other beauties are. j 
prefenti the work appears dry and in fipid if this fingls 
one be wanting. It has fomething in it like creltion^ 
ir. beftows a kind of exiftence, and draws up to the 
reader's view feveral objt6l:s which are not to be found 
in being. It makes additions- to nature, and gives a i, 
greater variety to God's works. In a word, it is able . 
to beautify and ador^i the mofl: illuftrious fcenes in 
the univerfe, or to fill the mind with more glorious 
(hows and apparitions than can be found in any part 
of it. 

Spectator, Vol. VI. No. 421. O* 

.An allegoiy is like the health. we get by hunting j- 
as we are engaged in an agreeable purfuit that dravv^s.- 
us on«^ith pleai tare and makes us infenfible of the fa- ^ 
ti^es-that accompany it. ' r 

Tatler, VoL III. No. 147,' ' 

As feme of the fineft compofitions among the an-" 
cients are in allegory, I have endeavoured in feveral of 
my papers to revive that way of writing, and hope I 
have not been unfucceisful in it ; for I find there is al- 
ways a great demand for thofe particular papers, andf 
cannot but obfcrve that feveral authors have endeavour- -. 
ed of late to excel in works of this nature. Among;_ ^ 
thefe I do not know any one who has fucceeded better 
th^n a very ingenious gentleman, to whom I am in- ^ -^j^ 
debted for the following piece. - y^'. 

How are we tortured with the abfence'of what we L -' 
covet to pofTefs, when it appears to be loft to us I l 
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What excurfions does the foul make in imagination 
after it ! And how does it turn into itfelf again more 
;fodHflily fond, and dejeded at the difappointment 2 
Our grief, inftead of having recourfe to reafon, which 
might reftrain it, fearches to find a further nourifh- 
ment ; it calls upon memory to relate the feveral paf- 
fage^ and circumftances of fatisfaftion which we for- 
merly enjoyed ; the plea fu res we purchafed by 
thofe riches that are taken from us or tne power and 
fplendor of our departed honours ; or the voice, the 
•words, the looks, the temper, and affeftions, of our 
friends that are deceafed. It needs muft happen frotti 
hence,.that the paflion fhould often fwcll to ifuch a fizc 
as (hould burft the heart which contains it, if time did 
not make thefe circumftances lefs ftrong and lively ; 
fo that reafon fhould become a mor^ equal match for 
;the paffions •, or if another defire, which becomes 
more prefent, did not overpower them with a livelier 
reprefentation. Thefe are thoughts which I had, 
when I fell into a kind of vifion upon this fubjecl, and 
«xay tlierefore ftand for a proper introdudiion to a re- 
lation of it. 

I found myfelf upon a naked ftiore, with companv, 
TX'hofe afflifted countenances witnefled their condi- 
tions. Before us flowed a water, deep, filent, and 
.called the river of T^an^ which, ifluing from* two 
fountains on an upper ground, encompafled an ifland 
,that lay before us. The boat which plied in it was 
old and fliattered, having been fomctimes oyerfet by 
the impatience and hafte of Cngle paffengers to arrive 
at the other fide. This was immediately brought too 
by Misfortune^ who fleers it ; and we were all prepar- 
ing to take our places, when there appeared a woman, 
of a mild and compofed behaviour, whp began to de- 
ter us from it, by reprefenting the danger that would 
attend our voyage. Hereupon fome, who knew her 
for Patience^ and fome of thofe too who ^till then cried 
the loudefl^ were perfuaded by her, and returned back. 
The reft of us went in, and flie (whofe good nature 
would not fufFer her to forfakc perfons in trouble) dc- 
fired leave to accompany us, that fhe might at leaft 
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adtninifter fome fmall comfort or advice while we 
failed. We were no fooner embarked, but the boat 
was pufhed off, the flieet was fpread, and, being fill- 
ed with fighs^ which were the winds of that country^ 
we made a paiTage to the farther bank through feveral 
difficulties, of- which mod of us feemed utterly re- 
g4rdlefs. 

When we landed, we perceived the ifland to be 
ftrangely overcaft with fogs, which no brightnefs 
could pierce ; fo that a kind of gloomy horror fat al- 
ways brooding over it. This had fomething in it ve- 
ry ihocking to eafy tempers \ infomuch that fome oth- 
ers, whom Patience had by this time gained over, left 
ns here, and privily conveyed themfelves round the 
verge of the ifland, to find a for<i, by which ihe told 
them they might efcape^ 

For my part, I ftili went along with thofe who were 
for piercing into the centre of the place ; and, joining 
ourfdves to others whom, we found upon the fame 
journey, we marched/olemnly, as at a funeral, through 
bordering hedges of rofemary, and through a grove 
of yew-trees, which love to overfhadow tombs, and 
flonrifli in church-yards. Here we heard on every 
fide the wailines and complaints of the inhabitants, 
who had caft themfelves difconfolately at the feet of 
treea-i and, as v/e charKed. to approach any of thefe, 
"we might perceive them wringing their hands, beating 
dieir breafts, tearing their hair, or after fome other 
manner^ vifibly agitated with vexation. Our forrows 
were heightened by the influence of what we faw and 
heard *, and one of our number was wrought up to 
fuch a pitch of wiklncfs, as to talk of hanging himfelf 
upon a bough which (hot temptingly acrofs the path 
we travelled in ; but he >yas ref trained from it by 
the kind endeavours of our above-mentioned com- 
panion. 

We had now gotten into the moft dufky, filent 
part of the ifland ; and, by the redoubled founds of 
fighs which made a doleful whiftling in the branches, 
the thicknefs of the air which occafioned faintifb re- 
fgiration,. and the violent throbbings of heart which 
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' nioie and more affefted us, we found that we ay- 

pjfohehed the grotto of Grief. It was a wide, hollow, 

and melancholy cave, funk deep into a dale, and wa- 

,tered \>y rivulets that had a colour between red and 

*> "feck. Thefe crept flow and half congealed amongfl 

*" its windings, and mixed their .heavy murmurs with 

the echo of groans, that rolled through all their paf- 

fages. In the mod retired part fat the jioUful Being 

Kerfelf ; the path to heiTwas ftre>;ved with goads, 

llings, and 'thorns ; and her throne on which ffie fat 

was broken into a rock, with ragged pieces pointing 

xipwards for bet to lean upon. A heavy mift hung 

-Sitiovt her •, her head opprefled with it, reclined upon 

hds: a^"^ ■ Thus did fhe reign over her diitonfolatc 

fu|)jt<^s, fuU'^of herfelf toftupidity, in eternal pen- 

fiyenefs, and the profoundeft fiience. On one fide of 

her ftoo^ Dejedion^ ]\i^ dropping into a fwoon ; amd 

*♦ JMenefsy waiting to a Skeleton : Oa the otheV fide 

s wfve Care, inwardly tormented with imaginations ; 

Jihd Anjruipy fufFering outward troubles to fuck the 

b}<?6d from het heart, in the fhnpe of njulturcs. The 

whole vault had a genuine difmalnefs in it : which a 

few fcattered lamps, whofe bluilh flames arofe and 

.;fank in their urns, difcovered to our eyes with in- 

creafe. Some of us fell down, overcome and fpent 

, with what they fufFcred in the way, and were giv- 

KW over to thbfe tormentors that flood on either hand 

wif the prefence •, others galled and mortified with 

n-)ain, recovered the entrance wher; Patience^ whom we 

'Jiad left behind, was flill waiting to receive us: 

With her (whofe gonJpany was now become more 
wateful to us, by the want we had found of her) we 
winded round the grotto, and afcended at the back of 
It out of the mournful dale in whofe bottom it lay. 
Oh this eminence we halted, by her advice, to pant, 
for bteath 5 and, lifting our eyes, which till then were 

' fised downwards, felt a fullen forrof fatisfa£Hon, in 
obferving through tRe fliades what numbers had en- 
tm%d the iiland. This fatisfa6lion, which appears to 
hsffiz ill nature in it, was cxcufable, bccaule it hap- 

^N^ned at a time when we were too much ^ken up 
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vnih our own concerns, to have rcfpeft to that of 
others y and therefore we did not confider them as 
fufFering, but ourfelves as fufFering in the moft for- 
lorn eftate. It had alfo the ground-work of humanity 
and compajQion in it, though the mind was then too 
-dark and too deeply engaged to perceive it : But, as 
we proceeded onwards, it began to difcoveritfeif ; and, 
from obfervlng that others were unhappy, wc came to 
queftion one ano^ther when it was that we met, and 
what were the fad occafions that brought us togeth- 
er ? Then we heard our ftories, we compared them». 
we mutually gave and received pity, and io by degrees ' 
became toleraWe company, 

A confiderable part of the troublefome road was 
thus deceived : At length, the openings of the 
trees grew larger, the air feemed thinner, it lay 
with lefs oppreflion upon us, and we couid now 
and then dilcern tracts in it of a lighter grcynejfi, like ■ 
the breakings of day, ihort in duration, mucn enliven-- 
ing, and called in that country g/eams of amujement* 
Within a (hort time thefe gleams began to appear " 
more fiequeni, and then brighter, and of a longer 
continuance. The fsghtf that hithier to filled the air 
with fo much doief ulnefe, altered to the found of com- 
raon breezes, and in general the horrors of the iflandl 
were abated. 

When we had arrived at laft, at the ford by which 
we were to pafs out, we met with thefe fafhionabk 
mourners, who had been ferried over along with us, 
and who, being unwilling to go as far as wc, had 
coafted by the more to find the place were they wait*. 
ed our corning ; that, byfhewing themfelves to the 
world only at the time we did, they might feem alfo to 
have been among the troubles of the grotto. Here 
Ae waters that rolled on the other-fide fo deep and « 
filent, were much dried up ;. and it was an cafy mat- 
ter for us to wade over. 

The river being crofled, we wCre received updii the 
further bank oy our friends and acquaintance, whom 
Cowfert had brought out to congratulate our appear- 
ance in the world a^aln* Some of tbffe blamed 41s > 
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ibi( (laying fo long away from them ; others advifed 
iisi Igainft all te-nptations of going back again ; evety^ 
o^ieii^'as cautious not to renew our trouble, by afking 
aoy j^rticulars oi the journey, and all concluded, in a 
^Sflfe'df fo much melancholy and afiiiflion, we could 
jiptliavc made choice of a better companion than Pa* 
itf^tff. Here Patience, appearing f^rcne at her praifes, 
delivered us over to Comfort, Coinfort fmiied at his re-v 
• c^ivifig the charge ; immediately the fky purpled on 
that fide to which he turned, and double day at once 
brdc in upon me. 

Spectator, Vol. VII. >{o. 501. O. 

• /"^^ 

* ; When Hercules was in that part of his youth, in 
.\yUkh it was natural for him to confider what courfc 
of life he ought to purfue, he one day retired into a 
defart, where the filence and folitude of the place ve- 
ry much contributed to his meditanons. As he was 
mufing on liis prefeht condition, and very much per- 
plexed in himfelf on the (late of life he (liouldchoofe, 
jie faw two women of a larger flat ure than ordinary, 
approaching towards him. Une of them had a very 
Bol^e air, and graceful deportment : Her beau(y was 
. natural and eafy, Her pcrfon clean and unfpoited, her 
^^ feyes caft towards the ground with an agreeable re- 
, --"ietire, her motion and behaviour full of mode ft y, and 
J^t jaWnent as white as fnow. The other had a great 
^<^ab of health ^nd 'florid nefs in her countenance, ^nich 
r,Jhe had helped with an artificial white and red ; and 
i , * fiodeavour^d to appear more gractful than ordinary in 
' l^er mein, by a mixture of altc£tation in all her g^^" 
V "tures. She had a wonderful confidence ani aflurance 
\ ' in her looks, and all the variety of colours in her drefs 
. - that flie thought were the moil proper to fhcw her 
complexion to an advantage. She caft her eyes up- 
on herfclf, then turned them on thofe that were prct 
cnt to fee how they liked her, and often looked on the 
figure ihc made in h^r own fliadow. Upon her near-, 
ct approach to ///r-ttiV/, live fteppcd beiorcihe othar 
'ii4dy (whOsCame forward witli % rssguJar compofcd cap- 
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riage) and, running up to him, accofted him after the 
foUowing manner : 

My dciir ' Htrcuies (fays flie) I find you are very 
much divided in your own thoughts upon the wjyof 
life ycu ought to choofe : Be my friend, and follow 
me ; I'll lead you into the poireflion of pkafure, ami 
out of the reach of pnin, and remove you from all the 
noife and cafquietude of bufinefs. The affairs of war 
and peace fliall have no power to difturb you ; your 
whole employment (iKiU be to make your life eafy, 
^nd to entertain every fenfe with its proper g^'atifica- 
tions. Sumptuous tables, beds of rofcs, clouds of per- 
fumes, concerts of mufie. Crowds of beauties, are 
all in readinefs to receive you. . Come along with 
me i*jto this region of delights, this world of plea- 
i&ire, and bid farewell for ever to care, to pain, to bw- . 
finefs. » 

llereule^t hearing the kdy talk after this manner, 
defired to know her name ; to which fhe anfwertJ, 
my. friends, and thole that are well acquainted with 
me, call n^e Happimfs \ but my enemies, and thofe who 
"would injure my reputation, call me FUafure^ 

By this time the other lady was come up, who aii- 
drefled herfelf to the young hero, in a very ditFereat 
manner, 

//era*/// (fays flie) I oiFer myfelf to you, becaufe I ' 
know you are defcended from the Gods, and give 
pfoofe of that defcent bv your love to virtue, and ap- 
plicatioa- to- the fludics proper for your age. Thie 
makes me hope you will gain both for yourfelf and 
rae an 'mmortal reputation. But, before I invite you . 
into myfociety and friendihip, I will be open and fin*- 
cere'wJth you, and muft lay downthis as. an cflabliflW 
cd truth : That there is nothing truly valuable which 
can be purchafed without pains and. labour. The 
Gods have fet a price upon every real and noble glea*. 
fwre. If you would gain the favour of the Deity f you 
muft bs at the pains of worfhipping him. ; if the friend- 
ihip of good-menr yoa muft ftudy to oblige them : If 
you would be honoured by your country, you muft 
ta]ie care to ferve it ^ if yottwould be eqpimeat in war 
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or peace, you muft become mafter of all the qualKica^ 
tions that can make you fo. Thefe are the oiily terms- 
and conditions upon which I can^propofe happinefs.- 
The Goddefs of Phafurt here broke in upon her dif- 
courfe.: You fee (fay§ (he) HercuJfSy by her own confef- 
lion, the way to her pleafure is long and difficult ; 
vhereas that which I.propofe is fliort and eafy. Alas ! 
faid the other lady, whofc yifage glowed with a pafTion 
made up of fcorn and pity, what are the pleafures you 
propofe ? To eat before you arc hungry, drink before 
you are athirfti fleep h^tpre you arc tired ; to gratify 
appetites before they are raifed, and raife fuch ap- 
petites as nature never planted. You never heard 
the moft delicious muftc, which 13 the praife of one's 
felf ; nor faw the moft beautiful objeft, which is the 
work of one's own hands : Your votaries pafs away 
their youth in a dream of miftaken pleafures, wUle 
they are hoarding up anguifti, torment, aqd rcraorfe^ . 
for old age*. 

As for me, I am the friend of Gods and of good : 
men, an agreeable companion to the artizan, and 
lioufehold guardian to the father of families ^ a pat- 
ron and proteA&r of fervants, an aflbciate. in all true 
and generous friendfliips.. The banquets of my vo- 
taries are never coftly, but always delicious ; for none 
eat or drinJc at them, who arc not invited by hunger 
and thirft. Their {lumbers are found, and their wak- 
ings are cheerful: My young men have the pleafure 
of hearing themfelves praiicd by thofe who are in 
years ; and thofe in years, of being honoured> bv thofe • 
who are yx)ung. In a word, my tol-lowers are ^avour- 
€d by. the Gods, beloved by their acquaintance, efte^m- 
cd by their country, and (after the clofe.of their la- 
bours) honoured by pofterity^ 

We know by the life of this memorable hero, that - 
he gave up his heart to the Goddefs of Fi-tue ; and I - 
believe every one who reads this, will do him the juf- 
ticc to approve his choic* 

T-ATLEE, Vol. II. No. 97. - 
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I 


( 

ALEXANDER. 


T is recorded of AUxander the Great, that in his 
Indian expedition he buried fevcral fuits of armpur, 
which by his diredlioRS were made much too big for 
hisfoldiers, in order to give pofterity an extraordinary 
idea of him, and make tnem believe that he command- 
ed an army of Giants. 

Spectator, Vol. II. No. 127. C. 

There is ftill extant, an epiftle of Alexander the 
Great to his tutor Ariftoth^ upon that philcfoper's pub- 
Vifhmg fome part of his writings, in which the piince 
.complains of his having made known to all the world, 
thoie fecrets in learning which he had before commu- 
nicated to him in private le£tures ; concluding that be 
/iad rather excel the reft of mankind in knowledge than in 
potver. '^ 

Spectator, Vol. V. No. 379. 

The character of this prince indeed was, that he 
was unequal and given to intemperance \ but* in his 
fober moments, when he had the precepts of his great 
inftru£lor warm in his imagination, he was a pattern 
of generous thoughts and dilpofitions, in oppofition to 
the ftrongeft defires, which are incident to a youth and 
conqueror. 

Tatler, Vol. IV. No. 1 9.1. 

A noble painter, who has the ambition to dra"\v an 
hiftory-piece, has defired me to give him a fubjcd on 
which he may fhow the utmoft force of his art and 
genius. For this purpofe I have pitched upon that 
remarkable incident between Alexander and his phyfi- 
cian. This prince, in the midit of his conquefts iu 
terjta^ was feized with a violent fever ; and, accord- 
ing to the account we have of his ^jafi mind, his 
thoughts were more employed about his recovery, as 
it regarded the war, than as it concerned his own life. 
He profefled a flow method- was woife thant-death ta 
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him, becaufe it was what he more dreaded, an inter- 
ruption to his glory v he defired a dangerous, fo it 
might be a fpeedy remedy. During this impatience 
of the king, it is well known that Darm had offered- 
an immenie fum to any one who fhould take away his 
life. But Fhilippui^ the moft efteemed and mod know- 
ing of his. phyficians, promifed, that ^within three days 
time he would prepare a medicine for him, which 
. ihould reftore him more expeditioully than could be 
imagined. Immediately after this engagement, Alex- 
ander receives»a letter from the molt confiderable of 
his captains, with intelligence that Darius had bribed 
Pbilippus topoifon him. Every circumftance imagin- 
able favoured this fufpicion ^ out this monarch, who 
did nothing but in an extraordinary manner, conceal- 
ed the letter; and while the medicine was preparing ,. 
fpent all his thoughts upon his behaviour in this im- 
portant incident. From this long foliloquy, he came 
tp this refolution; Alexander muji not lie here divt t9 
hi opprejfed fy hie entmy : I iKtll not belie*ve my phyjician 
guilty- :■ or / w/V/ rather perijh hy guilty than my o-uun dif- 
J^dence, 

Atr tlxe appointed hour FhiUppus enters with the po- 
tion. One cannot but form to one's feIf,.on this oc- 
caifion, the encounter of their eyes ; the refolution in 
thofe g£ the patient,, and tlie benevolence in the coun- 
tenance of the phyfician. The hero raifed himfelf in 
his bed, and holding the letter in one hand, and the 
potion in the other, drank the medicine. It will ex- 
ercife my friend's pencil and brain, to place this a£iion 
in its proper beauty. A prince obferving the features 
of a fufpefted traitor, after having drank the poifcu 
he offered him, is a circumftance fo full of paflion, 
that it will require the higheft ftrength of his imagin- 
ation to conceive it, much more to exprefs it : out, 
as painting is eloquence and poetry in mechanifm, I 
fhall raile his ideas, by reading with him the fineft 
draughts of the paffions concerned in this circum- 
ftance, from the moft excellent poets and orators. 
Thecnnfidence 'w\i\^ Alexavder affumes, from the &ir 
q£ Bhilip^ui face^ as he is reading his accufation,,. and. 
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the generous difdain which is to rile in the features of 
a falfely accufed man, are principally to be regarded. 
In this particular he muft heighten his thoughts by 
rcfl^fting, that he* is not drawing only an innocent 
man traduced, but a m:m zealoufly aiFedled to his per- 
fon and fafety, full of refentment for being thought 
f alfe. How Ihall we contrive to exprefs the higheft 
admiration mingled with difdain ? How (hall we, in 
ftrokes of a pencil, fay, what Fkilippus did to his prince 
on this occafion ? ^/r, twf life tie-vet depended on yoursy 
mere than it does nonv : IVitk^ut' knonving the fecretf I pre^ 
pared the pethn^f tvhiich y^ou ha*ve taken ^ as <whdt concirned 
PhiJippus no lefi than Alexander ; and there it nothing neuo 
in this adi/enturey but that it makes me ftill more admire the 
genertfity and confidence ttf my mafier, Alexander took him 
by the hand, and faid, PhilippuSy / am confident you had 
rather I had ^ny other 'way to ha<ve manifefted the faith I ha<oe 
in you, than in a cafe nabich fo nearly concerns me : And tin 
gratitude y I no^w affute you, 1 am anxious for the effeSiofyour 
mediciney tttorefor your fake than for my o<iwr. 

TATi-ER, Vol. IV» No. 209. 


ALLUSIONS. 

^{3^ allufions^ a truth in the underftanding is, as it 
were, renr<3:ed by the imagination. We are able to 
fee fotnething like cofourand fliape in a notion, and to 
difcover a fcneme of thoughts traced out upon matter. 
And here the mind receives a great deal of fatisfa&ion, 
7iX\t has two of its faculties gratified at the fame time, 
while the fancy is bufy in copying after the uncfer- 
(landing, and tranfcribing ideas out of thelntelleftual 
world into the material. 

The great art of a writer fhows itfelf in the choice 
of pleafing allufions, which aie generally to be taken 
from the great or hsautiful works of art or nature : For 
though whatever is new or uncommon is apt to de- 
I'^ht the imagination, the chief defign of an allufion 
being to explain orilluftrate the paflages of an author^ 
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itfhould be always borrowed from what is more known 
« and common^ than the pafTagcs which are to be ex- 
plained. 

Spectator, Vol. VL No. 421. 


A 


ALCIBUDES, 


LCIBIADES was a man of great fpirit, extreme- 
ly; addidlcd to pleafure, but at the fame time very ca- 
pable, and, upon occafion, very attentive to bufinefs. 
lie was by nature endued with all the accompliih- 
mcnts (he could beftow : He had beauty, wit, cour- 
age, and a great underflanding ; but, in the firft 
bloom of liis li£e, was arrogantly afFcfted with the 
advantages he had over others.- That temper is pret- 
ty vilible in an expreffion of his, when it was propofed 
t ) him to learn to play upon a mufical inilrument ; 
he anfwered, // is not for me to give^ but to receive Might, 
However, the converfation of Socrates tempered aftrong 
inclination to licentioufuefs, into reflections of philof 
ophy '^ and, if it had not the force to make a man .of 
his genius and fortune wholly regular, it ^ave lum 
fome cool moments, and this following fohloquy is 
fuppofed by the learned to have been thrown together 
before fome c>xpe61:ed engagement, and feemis to be 
very much the picture of the maii. 

" I am i>ow wholly alone ; my ears are not enter- 
tained with mufic, my eyes with beauty, nor any o£ 
my fences fo forcibly ajie<^ed, as to divert "the courfc 
of my inward thougnts : Methinks there is fomething 
facred in myfelf, now I am alone. What is this being' 
of mine :? I came into it without my choice ; and yet 
Secrates fays it is to be imputed to me. In this repofc 
of my fenfes, wherein they communicate nothing 
ftrongly to myielf, I tafte methinks a being diflin ft 
fnom their operation. Why may not then my foul ex- 
ift, wlKn (hehas wholly gone out of thefe organs ? I 
can perceive my faculties erow ilrongcr, the le(s I ad- 
mit the pleafures of fen£ ; and the nearer I place 
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myfelf to a bare exiftence, the more worthy, the 
more noble, the more celeftial does that existence ap- 
gpear to me. If my. fi^ul is weakened rather than im- 
4>roved by all that the body admlnifters to her, (he 
may reafonably be fiippofed to be defigned for a man- 
(ion more fuitable than this, wherein what deiiphts 
her, dimiijidics.her excellence, and that which afrccl* 
her, adds to her perfection. There is an hereafter ; 
and I will not fear to \>t imnwrtal, for the fake o£ 

This Soliloquy is but the firft dawnings of thought 
in the mind oi s^mere nun given up to fenfuality. 

GUARDJAN, Vol. I. No. 5i. 


l«*i4»Mai^i«ttai^.«fi 


A]VIBmOI>I. 

Jk HE atftbition orprinces is many times as hurtful 
to themfelves as to their people : This cannot be doubt- 
ed of f4>ch as pFove unfortunate: in their wars, but is 
often too true of thofe who are celebrated for their fuc- 
ceffes. If a fevere view were tp be taken of their con- 
duft, if the Jjrofit and ^ofs by their wars could be juft- 
ly balanced, it would be rarely found that the conquelt 
is fufficient to repay the coft. 

Spectator, Vol. III. JSio. 200. 

There.are btrt few men .who arc not anibitious of 
diflinguifh ing thenfifelves in the nation or country 
whsre they hve, and of growing confiderable among 
tbofe with whond-thcy converfe. There is a kind of 
grandeur and refpedl which the meaneft and moft in- 
fignificant part of mankind endeavour to jvrocure in 
the little circle of their friends and acquaintance. 
The pooreft mechanic, the man who lives upon com- 
mon alms j gets him his fet of admirers, and delights 
in that - fuperiority which he enjoys over thofe who 
are in fome refpeft beneath him. This ambition, 
which is natural to. the foul of man, might, me- 
ihiaksi Tcccivc a very ham>y turn ; and, if it were 
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^rightly directed, contribute as much to a pcrfoi^'s 
'.advantage, as it generaUy does to his uneafinefs and 
^difquiet. 

Spectator, Vol. III. No. 219. 

If we look abroad upon the great multitude of 
^mankind, and endeavour to trace oat the principles of 
adion in every individual, it will, I think, feein high- 
ly probable, mat ambition runs through the whole 
fpecies, and that every man, in proportion to the vig- 
our of his complexion, is more or lefs a£l:uated by it. 
It is ikdeed no uncomnK>n thing to meet with men, 
who by the natural bent of their inclinations; and 
without the difcipiine of philofophy, alpire not to the 
heights of power and grandeur ; who never fet their 
hearts upon a numerous train of clients and depend- 
encies, nor other gay appendages of greatnefs ; whp 
are contented with a competency, and will not moleil 
fheir tranquility to saip an abundance : But it is not 
therefore to be concluded, that Tuch a man is not am* 
bitious : His defires may cut out another channel, and 
determine him to other purfuits \ the motive may be, 
however, ftill the fame \ and in thofe cafes, Hkewife, 
tie man may be equally pu(hed oh with the deiire of 
diftinSion. 

Though the pure concioufnefs of worthy actions, 
.:tbfl:raded from the views of popular applaule, be to a 
generous mind an ample reward, yet the deiire of dt(^ 
tindion was Uoubtleis implanted in our natures as an 
additional incentive to exert ourfelves in virtuous ex« 
•cellence. 

This paffion, like all others, is frequently perverted 
to evil and ignoble purpofes 5 fo that we may account 
for many of the excellencies and follies of life upon 
the fame innate principles 5 to wit, the dcfire of oe- 
ing remarkable : For this, as it has been differently 
cuiJivated by education, ftudy, and comrerfe, will bring 
forth fuitable efFeds, as it falls in with an ingenious 
companion, or a corrupt mind : It does alfo exprefs 
^itfelf in a^s of magnanimity or feliilh cunning, as it 
.uieets D^ith a good or a weJc uadccftttoding. As it ' 
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has been employed in embelliihing the mind, or adorn* 
ing the outiidey it renders the man eminent! v praife* 
worthy or, ridiculous. Ambition therefore is not to- 
be confined only to onq paflion or purfuit ; for as the 
fame humours m conflitutions otherwife different, af« 
fed ihe body after different manners, fo the fame af- 
piring principle within us fometimes breaks forth up* 
on one objed, fometimes upon another. 

It cannot be doubted^ but that there is as great a 
^defire of glory in a ring of wrefllers or cudgd-blay*- 
ers, as in any other more refined competition ior fupci- 
xiority. No man, that co»ld avoid it, would ever fuf- 
fer hisliead to>be broken^ but out of a principle o£ 
honour. 

This is the fecret fpring that pufhes them forward ; 
and the fupariority which they gain above the undif- 
tingutihtd many, doe$ more tnan repair thofe wounds 
they have received in thfe combat* * Tis Mr. JFalUr^s^ 
opinion, that Julius Cafar^ had he not been mafler o£ 
ihe Raman Empire, would in all probability have made: 
an excellent wreftler. 

Grtai Julius tm the m^mtauts irtd,. 

A fiock perhaft, or htrd had ltd ;, 
Hs thai /i^ tworld fubdued^ had ieut 
Btti the hefi twrefihr m iht gnen. 

That he fubdued the world, was owing to the acci^ 
^ents of art and knowledge ; had he not niet witlr 
thofe advantages, the fame fparks of emulation would; 
have kindled within him, aM prompted him to diflin- 
guiih himfelf in forae enterpiize of a lower natCre.. , 
5ince therefore na man*s lot is fo unaherably fixed in 
this life, but that a thoufand accidents may either for^ 
ward or difappoint his^ advancement, it is, methinks^ a: 
pleafant and inofFchfive fpeculation, to confider a great 
mart as diyefted of all the adventitioufr^ircumflances^ 
of fortune, and to bring him down in one's imagina- 
tion to that low ftation of life the nature of which^ 
bears fome diftant refemblarice to that high one he is 
at prefent pofTefTed of. Thus one may view him ex- 
trcifing in miniature thcfe takjit§.Q£ nature,, which ,> 
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fccing drawn ont by edacation to their full lengthy en* 
abk him for the dLTcharge of fome important em- 
ployment. On the other hand, one may raife unedu* 
cated merit toTuch a pitch of greatncfs, as may feem 
equal to the poffible extent of his improved capacity. 

Thus nature furnilhes a man 'vi^ith a general apfae- 
tfte for glory ; education determines it to this or that 
particular objedl. Thedefireof di(iiii6lion is not, I 
think, in any inllancc more oWervablc than in the va- 
tiety of outndcs and new appearances which the mod- 
,Hh part of the world are obliged to provide, in order 
to- mak« themf^lves remarkable ; for any thing gbiing 
and particular, either in behaviour or apparel, is known 
to have this good eflxsft, that it catches the eye> and 
will not fuffer you topafs over the perfon fo adorned, 
"without due notice and obfervation. It has likewife, 
tipon this account> been frequently refented as a very 
great flight, to leave any gentleman out of a lampoon 
or a fatire, who has as much right to be there as his 
i9eighbour> becaufe it fuppofes a perfon hot eminent 
enough to be taken notice of. To this paiiionate fond- 
nefs for diftin£lion, are owing various frolicfome >%nd 
' irregular praftices ; as lallying vni into no£lurnal ex- 
ploits, breaking of windows, imging of catches, beat- 
ing the watch, getting drunk twice a day, killing a 
^reat mnnber of horfes, with many other entqrprizes 
of the like fiery nature ; for certainly many a man is 
more rakifh and extravagant than he would willing- 
ly be, were there not others to look on and give their 
approbation. 

One very common:, and at the fame time the moft 
abfurd ambition that ever fliowed itfdf in human na- 
ture, is that which comes upon a man with experience 
and old age, the fcafon when it might be expected he 
fliould be wifeil, and therefore it cannot receive any of 
thofe leflening* circumllances which do in fome mea- 
lurc excufe the diforderly ferments of youthful blood : 
I mean the pafiion for getting money, cxclufive of the 
chara£ler of the provident father, the affedlionate huf- 
band, or the generous friend. It may be remarked, 
for the comiort of honeft poverty, that this defixc 
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feigns moft in tkofe who have but few good qualitic^^ 
to recommend them. This is a weed that will grovr 
in a barren foil. Humanity, good nature, and the ad^ 
vantages of a, liberal education, are incompatible with 
avarice. 'Tis ftrange to fee hoMt fuddenly this abjeft 
paOion kills all the noble fentiments and generous am-) 
bitions that adorn human nature y it renders the man 
who is over-run with it, a peeviih and cruel mafler, a 
fevere parent^ an uyfociable hufband, a diilant and 
miftruftful friend. But it is more to the prefent pur- 
pofe, to confider it as an abfurd paflion of the hcurt, 
tather than as a. vicious affedion of the mind. As 
there are frequent in (lances to be met with of a proud 
humility, fo this paflion, contrary to all others, afiefts 
applaufe, by- avoiding all fhow and appearance. For 
this reafon it will not fometimes endure even the com- 
mon decencies of appareL A' €$9fel9iisman will call' 
bimfelf foor^ that you- may fitth hii vankj fy cantradi3in^ 
him. Love, and the dedre of glory, as they are the • 
moft natural, fo they are capable of bein^ refined into 
the moft delicate and rational paifionsi. 'Tis true, the 
wife man who ftrikeaout of the fecretpatlis of a pri- 
vate life for honour and dignity^ allured by the fpien- 
Aox of a court, and the unfelt weight of public em-- 
pjoyment, whether he fucceeds in his attempts or not, 
ttfually comes near enough to this painted greatnefs to 
difcem tlie daubing r He }s then defirous of extrica- - 
ting himfelf out of the hurry of life, that he may pafd^ 
away the remainder of his days in tranquility and re- 
tirement. It.may be thought^then but coiimon pru- 
dence in a man not to change a better ftatc for a worfe, 
nor ever to quit that which he knows he (hall take 
up again with pleafure : And yet if human life be not 
a little moved with tlie gentle gales of hopes axid fears,, 
there may. be iomt danger of- its ftagnating jn an un- 
manly indolence and fecufity^ ; 

It is a known ftory of, Dtmithny that after he had' 
poii^fled himfelf of :the R§man £mpire,Jiis deiires turn- - 
ed upon catching flies. Ad^ive and mafculine fpisits, 
in the vigour of youth, . neither can* nor c ugh t to re*- 
maii^at reft : If they debar themfeWes from aiming .at' 
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a noble obje£l, thtir defires will move downwards, and 
they will feel, themfelves aftuiited by fomc low and 
abjeft paflion. Thus if you cut off the top .branches 
of a tree, and will not futter it to grow higner, it will 
not therefore ceafe to grow, but will quickly flioot 
out at the bottom. The man indeed who e^oes into- 
the world Oi*Jy with the narrow views of felf-intereft, 
who catches at the appjaufe of an idle multitude, as he 
can find no folid contentment at the end of his . jottr-* 
iiey, fo he dcferves to meet with difappointmenrs in 
his way : But he who is acluated by a noble princi- 
ple, whofe mind is fo far enlarged as to take in the 
profpefl: of his country's good, ^'ho is enamoured with- 
that praife which is one of the fair attendants of vir- 
tue, and values not' thcfe acclamations which»arenot 
feconded by the impartial teftimony of his owti mind j, 
who repines n^t at the low ftafion which Providence 
has at prefent allotted him, but yet would willingly 
advance himfelf by juflifiable means to a more rifmg^ 
and advantageous ground •, fuch a man is warmed 
with a generous emulation : it is a virtuous move- 
ment in him to wifli, and to endeavour, that h's pow-- 
tr of doing good may be equal to his will.. The man 
who is fitit^l out by nature, and fent into the world: 
with great abilities, is capable of doing great good ot 
mifchitf in it. It ought iheicfore to be the care of ed«- 
ucation, to iniufe into the untainted ycyth early no- 
tions of juftice and honour, that fo the poflible ad-. 
vantages of good parts may not take a bad turn^nor 
be perverted to bafe and unworthy purpofes. It is 
the bufinefs of religion and phibfophy not fo much 
to exitnguifh our paOions^ as to regulate and dire<^ 
them to valuable, well chofen objefts. "V^ hen thefe 
,have pointed out to us which courfe we may lawfuV* 
ly fteer^ it is no barm to iirt out aJl owr faih: If the 
fiorms and tempefts of ardverfity ftiould rife upon u«> 
and not fuffisr us to make the haven where we would, 
be, it will however prove no fmall ccnfolation to ut 
in thefe circumftanccs, that we have neither mlftakeH 
cniT courfe; aor fallen ix\to calsusutics of. our own gre« 
curing. 
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Religion, therefore, were we to confidcr it no .far- 
ther than as it interpofes in the affairs of this life, is 
highly valuable and worthy of great veneration j' as it 
fettles the various pretenfions, and otherwife inter- 
fering interefts of mortal men, and thereby confults the • 
harmony and order of the great community ; as it 
gives a man room to play his part and exert his abili- 
ties : as it animates to actions truly laudable in them* 
felves, in their effedls beneficial to fociety ; as it in-, 
ipires rational ambition, corr.e£l love, and elegant 
defire. 

Spectator, Vol. IIL No. 224. . 

Ambition raifes a fecret tumult in the foul ; it in- 
flames the mind* and piits.it into a violent hurry of: 
thought. It is ftill reaching: after an empty imaginary 
good, that has. not in it the power tp abate or I'atisfy 
it.. Moft other things we long for can allay the crav- 
ings of their proper lenfe, anci for a while fet the ap- 
petite at reft : Bat fame is a good fo wholly, foreign : 
to our nature, that we have no faculty in the foul 
adapted to it, nor any organ in the body to relifh it ;. 
an objccl.ol defire placed. out of tht poffibility of 
6iiiciQ0«. 

Spectator, Vol. IV. No. 256. C. . 

There is ftarce a man living who is not aQuated i 
hy. ambition. When this principle meets with an hon- 
eil mind aixd great abili'J.es, it does infinite fervice to 
the world ; on the contrary, when, a man only thinks 
of diftinguifhing himfelf, without being thus qualifi- 
ed for it, he becomes a very pernicious or a very ridic- 
Viipus creature.. 

S?EC.TAT0B^ Vol. VIII. No. 570. . 

AMmr bitivun thttnui Sixet, danger j^us» 

It ftiQuJd, methinks, preferve modefty , and its inter- . 
3ls in the world, that the tranfgrefTion of it always, 
creates offence •, aad the very purpofes of wantonnefa^'. 
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are defeated by a carriage which has in it- fo much* 
boldnefs^ as to intimate that fear and reluftance are* 
quite extinguifhcd in an obje<5l which ^ould be other- 
wife defirable- It was faid of a wit in the iaft age, 

Sidney has that /tnvailingy gentle arty "J 

IVhich can *wuh a refftlejs char^ impart v 

7h€ loojeft ^wijhes to the chafieft heart ; \ 

Ratfefuch a cojtfli^, kindle Juch a Jire^ 
Betwueen declining virtut and dejire^ 
That the fa&r <vanqutp''d maid dijfal'ves a*wAy 
In dreams all nighty in (ighs and tears all day. 

This prevailing, gentle art was made up of complai- 
£ince, courtfhip, and artful conformity to the modefty 
af a woman's manners. 'Kufticity, broad expreffionr. 
and forward obtrufion oiFend thofe of edoication, and 
make the tfanfgrcfibrs odious to all who have merit 
enough to attfafit regard.. It is in this tafte that the 
licenery isfo beautifully ordered in the defcription which. 
4nthony makes, in the dialogue bet ween- him and DeU^ 
ktllajoi Cleopatra in- hethzTgc. - . , 

Her galley donvn the fihver Cidnos roivdy 

1 be tackling Jilky the. fireamers fwanj^d *with gold: 

The gentle nx:inds nvere lodged in purple fails ; 

I/er nymphsi like Nereids, round her couch 'were flae^d^. 

Where Jhe^ another Jed-born Ycrxus^ lay ;, 

She lay, and leati*d her cheek upon her handy 

And caft a look, fo languijhingly fweety 

As if fecure of. all beholders hearts^ 

Negleding Jhe could take tbfm Boys^ like Cupids,, 

Stood fanning nuith their pointing *wingSp the <windsj 

That piafd about her face ? but if Jhe Jmitd, 

A darting glort Jeem^d t4 btaxe ^abroady 

That metC s difiring eyes njuere neiar ^wearfd'y 

But hung upon 4 he otkje^. Tg fift flutit 

The ftl'ver §ars kept time :. and «uihile they pleef d^ 

The hearing game nenv pleafure to thi fight ^ 

Astdboth to thought •■ ' 

» _ 

Here the imagination is warmcd-with alt tfce obje£ls 
Rrcfcntcd, and yet there is nothing that is iufcious, or. 
what raifes. any idea more Joofe than tfaslt of a.beauti-^ 
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ful woman fet ofF to advantage. The like, or a more 
delicate and careful ^irit of modefty, appears in the 
following paflagc in one of Mr. Pbiupi*s pallorals. 

Breathe frft^ye nuinds ; ye *waters, gtntly floiv ; 
Shield her^yi trees ; ye fltyvfrs^ around her grew \ 
Ye /twain 5 1 I beg jou, pafs in Ji.ence hy ; 
My l(hi/e in yonder *vale ajleef does lie, 

Defire is corrected when there is a tendernefs or ad- 
miration exprefTed which partakes the pafTion : Licen- 
tious language has fcmething brutal in it, which dif- 
^accs humanity, and leaves us in the condition of the 
lavages in the field. But it may be aflced, To what 
good ufa can tend a difcourfe of this kind at all ? It is 
to aJarm chafle ears agninft fuch as have what is above 
called the prevailing, gentle art. Mafters of that tal- 
ent arc <:apable of clothing their thoughts in fo foft a 
drefs, andfomething fo diftant from the fccrct purpofe 
ol their heart, that the imagination of the unguarded 
is touched with a fondnefs which grows too infenfibly 
to be reiifted. Riuch care and concern for the lady's 
welfare, to feerii afraid left five fto'jid b^ ??>»>eytd by 
the very air which furrounds her, and this uttered 
rather with kind looks, and exprefTed by an intcrjec«^ 
tion^ an Oh, or an Ah, at fomc liitle hazard in moving 
or making a flep, than in any diredi profefBon of love, 
are the methods of fKilful admirers : They are honeft 
arts when their purpofe is fuch, but infamous when 
mifapplicd. It is certain that many a young woman 
in this town has had her heai^t irrecoverably won, by 
men who have not made one advance which ties their 
admirers, though the females languifli wiih the utraoft 
anxiety. I have often by way of admonition to my 
femp.ie readers, given them warning again (I agreeable 
company of the other fex, except they are well ac- 
quainted with their charadlers : Women may difguife 
it if they thinjc fit ; and$ the morci to do it, they may 
be angry at me for faying it | but I fay it is natural to 
to them that they have no manner of approbation of 
men without fome degree of love. For this reafon, 
he \& dangerous to be entertained »s a friend or vifi-. 
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tant, who is capable of gaining ;iay eminent efteem ojr 
.ob'fervation, though it bfe ever fof emote, from preten* 
fions as a lover, if a man's heart has not the abhor - 
rehce of any treacherous defign, he may eafily improve 
approbation into kiiidnefs, and kindaefs into paifion. 
Then? pollibly may be no manner of Iqve betwjecn 
them in the eyes of ail their acquaintance \ no, it is 
all fri«ndfhip ; and yet they may be as fond .as fliep*. 
held and Ihephcrdefs in a paftoral ; but iliil the 
nymph and the fwain may be to each other, no oth- 
er, I warrant you, than PyW^/and OreJIes, 

When Lucy decks twit h Jlouuers her fwelling hreafi^ 
And on her elboixj leans ^ dijjembling reji ; 
Unable to refrain my maddenir.g mind. 
Nor Jheep nor fajlure *worth «y care I find* 

Once "Dtliz^Jlepfy en ea/y niofs redind^ 
Her lonely Itmbs half hare^ and rudetke wnd ; 
I fmoothd her coats ^ and Jlole a fiient kifs ;, 
'Condemn me^ Jkepherds, if I did ami/s* 

Such good, offices as thefe, and fuch friendly 
fcoughts and c6nCCTns for one another, :ire what 
makes up the amity, as they call it, between man and 
woman. 

it is the permiffion of fuchintercourfe, that makes 
a young woman come to the arms of her hufband, af- 
ter the difappointment of four or five pafTions, which 
Ihe has focceffively had for different men, before flic 
is prudentially given to him, for whom fiie has nei- 
ther love nor friendfliip. For what fliould a poor 
creature do that has loft all her friends ? There's 
Marinet the agwieable, has, to my knowledge* had a 
friendfliip for Lord Welford^ which had like to break 
her heart : Then (lie had fo great a friendfliip for 
Colonel Hardjy that {be could not endure any woman 
elfe thould do any thing but rail at him. Many and 
fatal have been difafters between friends who have 
fallen out \ and thi^e Kfentments are more keen than 
ever thofe of other men can poffibly be : But in this 
it happens unfortunately, that as there ought to be no« 
Iking coaoealed from one friend to another, the frieud^ 
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of diflerent fexes very often find fatal eScdts from 
their unanimity. | 

For my part, who iludy to pafs life in as much in- 
nocence and tranquility a» I can, I (hun the company 
t>f agreeable women as much as poffiblc 5 and mult 
confels that I have, though a tolerable good philofo- 
pher, buc a low opinion of Platonic love ; for which 
reafon I thought it neceflary to give my fair readers a 
caution againft it, having, to my great cbncern, ob- 
ferved the waift of a Platonill lately fwell to a round- 
jicfs which is inconfiftent with that philofophy^ 

SpEcrATOR, Vol. VI. wo. 400. T. 


ANACREON's Inftruaion tc a Painter U pami bis 

Miftrejs. 


B. 


j^^r and kixppiift artizan, 
JRefi of paittersy if you can 
With your many colour^ J art 
Paint the miftrefs of my hart ; 
Defcribe the charms you hear front Mty 
(lier charms you could not paint and fee) 
And make the abfent nymph appear ^ 
jis if her lovely felfnuas here, 
tirfi, -dratju her eaff flo-wing hair 
As jeft and hlack as fie is fair ; 
And tf your art can fife fo high^\ 
Let breathing odours round her fly* 
Beneath the Jhade of flo^ ing jtt^ 
The i<v*ry forehead fmoothly fet \ 
With Cixre the fable brows €Xtend^ 
And in tif)o arches nicely bend : 
^hat the fair Cpace ivhich lies betiooin 
9 he melting fifdde, may fcarce be fien. 
9 he eye muft be uncommon fre \ 
sparkle y languijhy and defire ; 
The flames unfeen muft yet be felt^ 
•Lik'e Pallas kill, like Veniis meU* 
1 he rofi cheeks muft feem to glotss^ 
Amidft the white of new falt.n fno^»> 
Let hgr lips f.rfu,a/ioM 'wear f 
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In filence ikgantly fair ; 

j4s if tin blujbing ri'vals ftrove^ 

Breathing and innjiting love : 

£rio*w the chin he fure to deck 

With f-vVv grace her 'poliJh*d neck ; 

IVbiU allthat^ p^^^Jfy fift and f'Wtety 

In the ffwelling htfom meet : 

77># reft in purple garments *veilj 

U:r body, not her jhjtpe^ conceal ; * 

Enough — the lovely *work is done ; 

"Ibe breathing paint 'will f^eak anon* 

Guardian, Vol. IL No. i68. 


* ANATOMY. 

JL HOSE who were {killed in anatomy among the an- 
tients, concluded from the outward and inward make 
of a human body, that it was the work of'^a being 
tranfccndently wife and powerful. As the world 
grew more enlightened in this art, their difcoveries 
gave them frelh t)pportunities of admiring the condudl 
of Providence in the formation of a human body. 
Galen was converted by his diffcdtions, and cou]«l not 
but own a fupreme being, upon a'fujvey of this hi« 
handy work. There were indeed many parts, of which 
the old anatomiils did not know the certain ufe ; but 
as they faw that moft of thofe which they examined, 
were adapted with admirable art to their leveral func- 
tions,they did not- que(lion> but thofe whofe ufes they 
♦could not determine, were contrived with the fame 
-wifdom for their Tefpe61:ive ends and purpofes. Since 
tkc circulation of the blood has been ffljund out, and 
many other great difcoveries have been made by our 
modern anatomifts, we fee new wonders in the hu- 
man frame, and difcern feveral important tifcs for 
•thofe parts which the antients knew nothing of. In 
(hort, the body of man is fach a fubie£t, as ftands the 
utmoft teft of exanunation, Thougli it appears form- 
ed with the niceft wifdom, «pon the moft fuperficial 
ifurvey of it, it ftill mends upon the fearch, and pro- 
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rliiccs our furprife and amazement in proportion as 
we pry into it. What J have here faid of a human 
body, may be applied to the body of every animal, 
which has been the fubje£l of anatomical obferva- 
tions. 

The body of an animal is ai> objeft adequate to 
cur fenfes ; it is a particular fyftemof Providence that 
lies in a narrow compafs : the eye is able to command 
it, and, by fucceifive inquiries, can fearch into all its 
parts. Could the body of the whole earth, or indeed 
the whole univerfe, be thus fubmitted to the examin- 
ation of our fenfes, were it not too- big and difpropoi^ 
tionedto our inquiries, too un^ieldly for the manage- 
ment of the eye and hand, there is no queftion but it 
would appear to us as curious and well contrived a 
frame, as that of a human body. We fliould fee the 
fame concatenation and fubferviency , the fame beauty 
and harmony in all and every one of its parts, as w6 
difqover in the body of every fingle animal. , 

The more extended our realon is, and the more able 
to grapple with immenfc objefts, the greater ft ill ar« 
thole difcoveries which it makes of wildom and prov- 
idence in the works of the creation. A Sir IjaacJ^w^ 
ion, who ftands up as the miracle of the prefent age, 
can look through a whole planetary lyftem ; confider 
it in its weight, number, and meaiure ; and draw 
from it as many demonftrations of infinite power and 
^ifdom, as a more confined underftanding is able to 
deduce from the fyftem of a hijman body. 

But to return to our fpeculations on anatomy, I 
(hall here confider the fabric and texture of the bo- 
dies of animals in one particular view ; which, in my 
opinion, fhows the hand of a thinking and all-wife 
Being, in their formation, with the evidence of a 
thouland demonftrations. I think we may lay this 
down as an incontefted principle, that chance never 
acts in a perpetual uniformity and confiflence with 
itfelt. If one fhould always fling the fame* number 
I with ten thoufand dice, or fee every throw j aft five' 
times lefs, or five times more in number than the 
throw which immediately preceded it, who would not 
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imagine there was fomc irivifible power which direfl- 
cd tne caft ? This is th^ j)roceediRgs which we find in 
the operations of nature -.every kind of animal is di- 
vcrfined by different magnitudes, each of which gives 
tife to a different fpecies. Ltt a man trace the dog 
or lion kind,, and he will obferve how many of the 
^orks of nature are publiflied, if I may nfe the cx- 
preffio^, in a variety of editions. If we look into the 
reptile world, or into thbfe different kinds of animals 
th'at fill the element of Watcr^ we meet with the fame 
jepetitions among feveral fpecies that differ very little 
from one anotjKer but in fize and bulk. You find the 
fame creature that is drawn at large, copied out in 
feveral proportions, and ending in miniature. It would 
be tedious to produce inftances of this regular con- 
d'udl of Providence, as it would be. fuperfluous to thofe 
who are verfed in the natural hiftory of animals. The 
fttagnificent harmony is fuch, that we may obferve 
innumerable di'vijions running upon the fame ground* 
I might alfo extend this fpeculation to the dead parts 
of nature, in which we find matter difpofed into-ma- 
Tiv fimijar fyftems, as well in our furvey of ftars and 
planets, as of ftones, vegetables^ and other fublunaiy 
parta of the creation. In a word, providence has 
ibown the richnefs of its goodnefs and 'wifdom, not 
only in the produftion, of many original fpecies, but 
in the multiplicity of defcants which it has made on 
every orignal fpecies in particular. 

But to purfue this thought dill farther : every liv- 
ing crcjaturc, confidered in itfelf, has many very com- 
plicated parts, that are exaft copies of fome other 
parts which it poffeffes, and which are xx)mplicated in 
the fame manner. One tyt would have been fuffi- 
cient for the fubfiftence and prefervation of an ani^ 
rftal ; but in order to better his oonditidn, we fee an- 
other placed with a mathematical cxadlnefs in the fame 
moft advantageous fituation,' and in every particular 
of ihe fame fize and texture. Is it poffible for chance 
to be thus delicate and uniform in her operations I 
Should a million of dice turn up twice together the 
^me number^ the wonder would be nothing, compare 
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ed to this ; but when we fee thisr fimilituJe and re-* 
femblance in the arm, the hand, the fingers ; when 
we fee one half of the body entirely correfpond with 
the other in all thofe minute (Irokes, without which a 
man might have very well fubfifted ; nay, when we 
often fee a fmgle part repeated a hundred times in the 
fame body, notwithftanding it corififts of the mod in- 
tricate weaving of numberlefs fibres, and thefe parts 
differing ftill in magnitude, as the convenience of their 
particular fituation requires ; fure a man muft have 
a llrange caft of underftanding, who does not difcov- 
er the nnger of God iji fo wonderful a work. Thefe 
duplicates in thofe parts of the body, without which 
a man might have very well fubiiiled, though not fo^ 
well as with them, are a plain demonflration of ait 
All-wif^ Contriver; as thofe more numerous copyini^s^ 
which are found among the veflels of the fame bo<i y, 
are evident demoilftTations that they could not be the 
work of chance.. This argument receives additional 
ftrengtb, if we applY it to every animal and infeft 
within bur knowleclge, as well as to thofe numberlefs 
living creatures that arc obj^fls too minute for a hu- 
man eve : amd if we confider how the feveral fpecie* 
in this whole world of lifq refemble one another in ve- 
ry many particulars, fo far as it is convenient fof tli^ir 
refpe£tive Hates of exiftence ; it is much more proba- 
ble that an hundred millions of dice ihould be cafuaU 
ly thrown a hundred millions., of times in the fame 
number, than that the body of any (mgle animal 
Ciculd be produced by the for*^uitous concourfe of 
matter. And that the like chi ihould arife in in- 
numerable inflauces, re(jiures a i e of credulity that 
is not under the direct ion of c ^o'^ fenfe. We 
may carry this confideration yet f .. ., if we refle6k 
on the two fexes in every^ livingyljpecies, with their re- 
feniblances to each other, and thofe particular diftinc- 
tions that v?erc neceffary for. keeping, up this great 
world of life. 

There are many more demonfttations of a fupreme* 
Being, and of his tranfcendent wifdom, , power, and" 
goodiiefs, in. xh& formation, of the body of a Uving 
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creature, for which I refer my reader to other writings, 
purtlcularly to the fixth book of the poem entitled 
CrMtioity where the anatomy of the human body is de- 
fcribed with great perfpicuity and elegance. I have 
beea particular on the thought which runs through 
this fpeculation, becaufe 1 have not feen it enlarged 
upon by others. 

Spectator, Vol. VII. No. 543. O. 
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JTJ^URACEj Juvenal^ Bo'iUau^ and indeed the great- 
tlb writers in almoft every age, have expofcd, with 
wit and good fenfe, the vanity of a man's valuing him- 
f«lf upon his anccftors, and endeavoured to ihow that 
true nobility confifts in virtue, not in birth. With 
fubmifTion however to fuch very great authorities, I 
think they have pufhed this matter a little too far. 
We ought, in gratitude, to hoticur the poftcrity of 
thofe who have raifed either the intercfi or reputation 
of their country, and by whofe Lbours .w€ curfelvci 
are more happy, wife, or virtuous, than we (hotild have 
been withouf tnem. Befides, naturally fpeaking, a 
man bids fairer for greatnefs of foul, who is the de- 
fcendant of war thy anceftors, and has good blood in 
^ his veins, than one who is come of ignoble and ob- 
fcure parentage. For thcfe reafons, I think a man of 
merit, who is derived from an illuftrious line, is very 
iuftly to be regarded more than a man of equal merit 
who' has no claim to hereditary honours : nay, I think 
thofs who are indifferent in themfelves, and have no- 
thing elfe to diftinsulfh them but the virtues of their 
foretathers, arc tot;; looked upon with a degree of 
veneration even upcri that account, and to be more 
refpedcd than die common run of men who are of 
low and vulgar extra£lion. 

After having thus . afcribed due honours to birth 
and parentage, I muft however take notice of thofe 
who arrogate to themfelves more honours than are 
•ioic to then) on this acccui:;. The firft are fuch wh© 
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arc not enough fcnfible that vice arrd ignorance taints 
the blood, and that an unworthy behaviour degrades 
and difennpbles a man in the eye of the worid, as 
much as birth and family aggrandize and exalt him. 

The fecond are thofe who beKere a he^ man of an 
elevated merit, is not more to be honoured than an in- 
fignificant and worthlefs man, who is defCended from 
a long line of patriots and heroes ; or, in other words, 
behold with contempt a perfon who is fuch a man as 
tho feft founder of their family was, upon whof(^ re- 
putation they value themfelves. • • 

But I (hall chiefly apply ftiyfclf to thofe whofc 
quality fits uppermoft in all their .difcourfes and be-- 
haviour. An empty man of a great familyy rk a crea- 
ture that is fcarce converfable. You read his ancef- 
^try in his fmile, in his air, in his eye-brow. Hfe has 
* indeed nothing/but his nobility to give employftieilt^ 
to his thoughts. . Rank and precedency are the inipor- 
tant points whi<:h he-is always difcuffing within hirti- 
fclf . A eentlcman- of this turn began a fpeech in one 
of king Charleses parlianaents : Str^ 1 had thi honour to h 
torn at a timt^ — ^upon-which a rough honell gentleman 
took him up^fhort :' I tKoddfidn knonv iwhat uiat gentle* 
mart means :Is there any one in this ^ot^ nvko has mot had the 
honour to he horn as iJi'ellas him/ei/'^ rbt^good fenfe ^ich 
reigns in our nation, has pretty well dleftr^^yed this ftar^ 
chcd behaviour among men who have fecn the world, 
and know that every gentleman ^Itbe treated upon a 
footing of equality. But there are many who have 
*had their education among women, dependants or 
flatterers, that lofe all the refpefl which would oth- 
crwife be paid them, by being too affiduousin produr- 
injr it. . ' ' ' 

My lord Froth hzs been fo educated m cverjr punftil- 
io, tnat he governs hrmfelf by a ceifemonial in all the 
ordinary occurrences qf life. He meafupesout his bow 
to the degree ^of the pjerfon he converfes with. I- 
have feen him in every inclinartion of the body, from 
the familiar nod, to the. low ftoop in the falutatioii. 
I remember five of us,^who were acquainted with one 
another, met one morning at bis lodgings, when z wag. 

fa. 


(d ADDISONIAN MISCELLANY. 

of die company was faying, it would bs worth while 
to obferve now he would diftinguifli us at his firft en- 
trance. Accordingly, he no looner came into the 
room, but calling 'his -eye about, My lord /ucb^a^§nn 
{diys lit, jour moJi/iumltle/eKveat; uir Richard, your hum'* 
hie fervan: ; • yo^r "/ernjahi Mr, Ironfide, Mr, Ducker^ 
ho'w aojou ilo ? kah .(Frank, are you there f 

Theic is nothing more cafy than to difcover a man 
whofe heart is full of his family. Weak minds that 
have imbibed a ftrong tin£lure of the nurfery \ vqun- 
ger brothers who have been brought up to notningv 
luperannuated retainers to a great houfe, have gene- 
rally tlieir thoughts taken up with little elie. 

I had fonie years ago an aunt of my own, by name^ 

^rs.. Martha Iroi^fide^ who would never marry bc-^ 

neath herfelf, and was fuppofcd to have died a maid 

in the eightieth year of her age. She was the chron-' 

icle of our family, and paft away the greateft part of 

the laft forty years of her life, in recounting the ar^ 

tiquity, marriages, exploits and alliances ofT the hon^ 

fides, ' Mrs. Muri ha convcrft^d generally with a knot 

of old virgins, who were like wife from good families, 

and had oeen very cruel all the beginning of the la(t 

century. They wjere every one of tJiem as proud as 

Lucijer^ but faid their prayers twice a day, and in all 

cither refpe£ls were the beft women in the world. If 

they.faw a fine "petticoat at church, they immediately 

took to pieces the pedigree of her that wore it,, and 

would lift up their eyes to Heaven at the confidence* 

of ^he faucy minx, when they found flic was a tradtf- 

man's daughter. It is inipoflible to defcribe the pi^ 

cus indignation that would arife in tliem at the fight 

of a man who lived plentifully on an eftate of his own 

getting. They were tranfported with zeal beyond 

meafure, if ,they heard of a young woman's matching 

herftlf into a great family jiipo" account only of her 

beauty, her merit, or her m,>:iey. In fliort, there 

was not a female within ten miles of them, tliat was 

in pofleilion of a gold watch, a pearl necklace, or a 

piece of mecklin lace, but they examined her title to 

.U* >^y auat MAuhok ufed to cl^de me very frcqucut- 
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ly for not fufficiently valuing nayfelf. . She would not 
eat a bit ail dinnertime, if at an invitation ' fhe found 
flie had been feated below herfelf j and would frown 
upon iVie for an hour together, if (he faw me give 
place to any one under a baronet. Asljwas once talking' 
to her of a wealthy citizen whom (he had refufed in 
her youth, {he declared to me with great warmth, 
that (he preferred a-man of quality in his fhirt to the 
richeft man upon the change in a coach and fix. She 
pretended that our familjr was nearly related by the 
mother's fide to half a dozen peers ; but as none of 
them; knew any thing of the matter, we always kept it 
a fccret among ourielves. A little before her death, 
ihe was reciting to me the hiftory of my forefathers : 
but dwelling a little longer than ordinary upon thd ac- 
tions of Sir Gilbert Ironfali^TthQ had a horfc fliot under 
him "dXEd^hiU fight, I gave an unfortunate pifh, and' 
aiked, tfikat^ is all this u^me ? Upon which fhe retired 
to her clofet and fell -a fcribbling for three hours f o-*- 
getherv in which time, as I afterwards found, (he 
ftruck me out-of her will, and left all fhe had to my 
filler Margarity.^ wheedling baggage, that ufed to he* 
afking. about her great grandfather, from morning to 
night* She now lies- buried among the family of the 
Irwjidiiy with a ftone over her, acquainting the reader, 
tliat (he died at the age of eighty years, a fpinfter, and- 
that (he was defcendcd of the ancient family of the 
Ironfides ; after which follows the genealogy drawn up 
by. her own hand* 

Guardian, Vol. II. No. 147. . 
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[S not only, very common iii the mouths of pe- 
dants, and perhaps in their hearts -too, to declare, that 
aU that is go$d rs borrowed froM the ancient s ; but is ■ often 
urged by men of no 'great learning, for reafons very 
obvious. Now, natur* being (liH the fame, it 
is impofTible for any m6dcrn writer to paint her ofeh- 
trwile than the aacicnts have done. ^ If, for«iample> 
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I was to dcfcribe the -General's horfe at the battle of 
J?/wA^/« as my fancy reprefented fuch a noble beaft,. 
and that defcriptidn (hould.refemble what Ftrj^il hzth^ 
drawn for the horfe of , his hero, it would be almoft as . 
.ill-natured to urge tliat I had ftolen my defcriptian 
from i^irgily as to reproach the duke ot Mgrl^otwgJf' for 
fighting like jEneas. AH that the moft exq.ui{ite 
judgment can perform, is> out of that variety of' cir- 
cumftances wherein natural objeds may be conflder- 
ed, to fele£): the molt beautiful; and to plac& images ^ 
in fiich a view as will afFe£i tHe fancy after the moft 
delightful manner. But over and above a/ juft paints 
ing of nature, a learned reader will find a new beauty, 
Superadded in a happy imitation of fomc famous an- 
cienti as it revives in nis mind tlie pleafure he took-in 
the firft reading of fuch an author. Such copyings • 
.as tiiife) giv€ that kind of double delight which we 
perceive when wo look upon the children of a beauti-* 
ful couple ; where the eye is not more charmed with 
tiie fymraetry of the parts, than thb mind by obfcrr-- 
ing the refemblance tranfmitted from parents to their.' 
O^prjng, arid tlie mingled features of the father and". 
mother. The phrafes in holy writ, an^ .allufions to 
feveral paiFages in the infpircd writings, (though not> 
produced as proofs of- doctrine) add majefty and' au- 
thority to the nobkfi difcourfes of the pmprt : In IHte * 
manner, an imitation of the air di Homer and /^<r^»/, rai — 
fcs the dignity of modern poetry, and makes it appear, 
ftately ai^ venerable. 

Gu AUDI AN, Vol. i. No. 12. . 
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ANIMALS- 


J^^JLT friend Sir Rogtrii very often merry with me 
upon my paihhgfo muchcff my time among his poul-^ 
try ; he has caughrroe twice or thrice at a bird's ncft, 
and fevcrai times fitting an hour or two together near 
a hen and chickens. He tells me he beheves I am 
pcrfonally acquainted withevery fowl about his houfe, 
C^Ua fuch a particular^ cock my favourite^ and fye* 
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quently complains that his ducks and gccfe have more 
of my company than himfelf. 

I muft confefs I am infinitely delighted with thofe 
fpeculations of nature which arc ta be made in a 
country life : and as my reading has lain pretty much 
among books of natural hiftoryj, I cannot forocar rc- 
coIle<5ing upon this occafion, the feveial remarks 
which I have met with in authors, and comparing 
them with what falls under my own gbfervation ; the 
arguments for Providence drawn from the natural hif- 
tory of animals, being in my opinion demonftrative. 

The make of every kind of animal, is different from 
that of every other kind ; and yet there is not the leaft 
turn in the mufclcs, or twill in the fibrei of any one, 
which does not render them more proper for that 
particular animal's way of life, than any other caft 
or tcxtuFe could have been. 

The mod violent appetites Jn all creatures are, 
luft and hunger ; thefirft is.^a perpetual call upon 
them to propagate their kind, tlie latter to prefcrvc 
themfelves. 

It is aftoniihing to confider the different degrecs^of 
care that defcend from the parent to the young> fofar 
as is abfolutely ncccflary for the leaving a poftcrity. 
Sonie creatures caft their eggs as chance diredis thcm'> 
ard think of them no farther, as infe£ls and fevcral 
kinds of fifti 5 others, of a nicer frame, find' out pros- 
per beds to depofit them in, and there leave them, as 
the ferpent,'the crocodile,, and oftrich. Others hatch 
their eggs, and tend the birth till it is able to fhift for 
kfelf. 

"What can we call the principle which direfts every 
kind of bird to obferve a particular plan in the ftrue- 
ture of its neft, and direds all of the fame fpecies to 
work after the fame model ? It cannot be imitation ; 
for though you hatch a crow under a hen, and never 
let it fee any of the works of its own kind, the neft 
it makes fhallbe the fame to the Ijrying of a ftick, with 
all othtT nefts of the fame fpecies. It cannot be reu" 
ion ; for were animals endued with it to as great a de- 
gree as maDj^ their buiklings would be as different as 
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ourS) according to the different conveniences diat they 
. would propofe to themfelves. 

Is it not remarkable, that the fame temper of weath- 
er which raifes thi» general warmth m animals, (hould 
cever the trees with leaves, and the fields with gra£s> 
\ for their fecurity and concealment, and produce fuch 
infinite fwarms ofinft&s, for the fuftenance of their 
refoe£tive broods ? 

Is it not wonderful that the love of the parent fhould 
be fo violent while it lafts, and that it {hould laft no 
longer than is neceffary for the prefervatiou of the 
young ? 

The violence of this natural love is exemplified by a 
very barbarous experiment, which I (liail quote at 
length, as r find it in an excellent author; and hope 
my readers wUl pardon the mentioning fuch an in- 
ftance of cruelty, becaufe there is nothing can fo cf- 
ic&ually ihow the ilrength of that principle in aiii- 
mala of whicli I am now fpeaking, " A perfon who 
was well ikiUed in diifeflions., opened a bitcli, and as 
ihe lay in the moft exquifite tortures, offered her one 
efher young puppies which fhe immediately fell a 
licking y and tor the time fcemed infenfible of her 
own pain. On the removal, fhe kept her eye fixed 
on it, and began a wailing fort of cry, which feemed^ 
rather to proceed from the lofs of her young one, than 
from the fenfe of her own torments*" 

But notwithftanding this natural lov« in brutes is 
much niore violent and intehfe than in rational crea- 
tures. Providence has taken care that it fliould be no 
longer ttoublefo.me to the parent, tlian it is ufeful to- 
the young ; for fo foon as the wants of the latter 
ceafe, the mother withdraws her fondnefs, and leaves 
them to provide for ihemfelves: and what is a very 
particular circumftance in. this part of kifliud, we 
find that the love of the parent may be lengthened out 
beyond its ufual time, if the prefervation of the fpc- 
cies requires it 5 a* we fee in birds that drive away 
their young as foon as tlicy are able to get their liveli- 
hood, but continue to feed them if they arc tied to the 
Acftj or. confined within a cage^ or by any .other mean». 
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appear to be out of a condition of (upplying their ewn 
neccffities. 

This natural love is not obfervcd in animals to af- 
cend from the young to the parent, which is not at 
all neceffary fw the continuance of the fpecies : nor 
indeed in reafonabte creatures does it rife in any pro- 
portion, asitfpreads itfelf downwards ; for in all family 
affeftion we find protection granted, ^nd favours be- 
ftowed, are greater motives to love and tcnderncfs 
than fafety, &nehts, or life received* 

One would wonder to hear fceptical men difputing 
for the reefin of animals, and teliing us it is only our 
pride and prejudices Aat will not allow them the ufc 
of that faculty. . Reafin (hows itfelf in all the occur- 
fctices of life j whereas the brute makes no difcovery 
of fuch a talent, but in what immediately regards his 
own prefervation, or the :onrinuance of his fpecies. 
Animals in their generation are wifer than the ions of 
men ; but their wifdom is confined to a few particu- 
lars, and lies in a very narrow compafs. Take a 
brute out of his inftin(5i,and you find him wholly de- 
prived of underftahding. To ufe an inftaiKe that 
comes often under observation . 

With what caution does the hen provide herfelf a 
neft in places unfrequented, and free from noife and 
diilurbance ! When ihe has Jaid her eggs in fuch a 
manner that fhe can cover them, what care does (he 
take in turning them frequently, that all parts may 
partake of the vital warmth ! w hen (he leaves them 
to provide for her neceflary fuftenance, how punftu- 
ally does Ihe return before they have time to cool, and 
become incapable of producing an animal 1 In fum- 
iher you fee her giving herfelf greater freedoms, and 
quitting her Care for aoove twO hours together ; but 
in winter, when the rigour of the fcafon would chill 
the principles of life, and deftroy the young one, flic 
grovi^s rnore affiduous in her attendance, and it^ys a- 
way but half the time. When the birth approaches, 
with how much nicety and attention does (he help the 
chick to break its prifon I Not to take notice ot her 
covering it from tlie injuries of the weather, providing 
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it proper nourifhmentj and teaching it to help itfelf 5 
nor to mention her foi faking the neft, if, after the 
iifual time of reckoning, the young one does not make 
Its appearante, A ghymical operation could not be 
followed with greater art or diligence than is feen in 
the hatching of a chick, though there are many other 
birds which {how ai;f infinitely greater fagacity in all 
the fore-mentioned particulars. 

But at the fame rime, the hen, that has all this 
feeming ingenuity, (which is indeed abfolutely necefla- 
ry for the propagation of the fpecies) confidered in' 
other refpefts, is without the Jeaft glimmering of 
thought or common fenfe. She miftakes a piece of 
chalk for an egg, and fits upon it in the fame manner,: 
She is irrfenfible of any incrcafe or diminution in the 
number of thofe (he lays : She does not diftinguifh 
between her own and thofe of another fpecies ; and 
when the birth appears of ever fo different a bird, 
M'ill cherifh it for her own. In all thefe circum fian- 
ces, which do not carry an immediate regard to the 
fubfiflcnce of herfelf or her fpecies, flie is a very 
ideot. 

There is not, in my opinion, any thing more myfle- 
rious in nature than this iHftinft in animals, which 
thus rifcb above reafon, and falls infinitely fhort of it. 
It cannot be accounted for by any properties in mat- 
ter, and at the fame time works after fo odd a manner, 
that one cannot but think it the faculty of an intel- 
ledlual Being. For my own part, I look upon it as 
upon the principle of gravitation in bodies, which is 
not to be explained by any known qualities inherent 
in the bodies themfelves, nor from any laws of 
mechanifm-; but, accotdin^ to thebefl notions of the 
greatefl philofophers, is an wnmediate impieffion from 
me Firft Mover, and the the divine energy aftingin 
the creatures. 

Spectator, Vol. II. Ko. lao. L. 
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AMUSEMENT of LIFE. 


£ al! of us complain of the fliortnelsof timCy faith 
Seneca^ and yet have much more than we know what 
to do with. Our lives, fays he, are fpent either in do- 
ing nothing at all, or in doing nothing to the purpofe, 
or in doing nothing that we ought* to do. We arc al- 
ways complaining that our days are few^ and afiing as 
if there could be no end of them. 

That noble phxlofopher has defcribed our inconfiC- 
tcncy with ourfeives in this particular, by all thofe va« 
rious tumrs of expreOion and thought which are pe- 
culiar to his writings. I often confider^ mank^id as 
wholly inconiiftent with itfelf, in a point that bears 
fome affinity to the former : Though we feem grieved 
at the ftortnefs of life in general, we iirc wiihing eve- 
ry period of it at an end.. The mindriongs to b^at age> 
^en to be a man of bufinefs, then to make up an ef- 
tate, then to arrive at honours, then to retire. Thps, 
though our whole life is allowed by every One to be 
ihort, the feveral dlvidons of it appear to be long and 
tedious. We are for lengthening our fpan in general, 
but would contradi the parts of whi(^h it is compofed* 
The ufurer would be Viery well fatisficd to hafre all the 
time annihilated that lies between the prefent mo- 
ment and next quarter-day. The 'politician would be 
contented to lofe three years in hi^ life, could he 
place things in the pofture which he fancies they will 
ftand in after fuch a revolution of time. The lover 
would be glad to ftrike out of his exiftence all the mo« 
ments that arc to pafs away bcFpre the happ'y meet- 
ing. Thus as f aft as our time runs, we ihould be 
▼cry glad, in moil parts of our livei, that it ran mach 
fsfter than it does. Several hotlrs ^f the day hang* 
upon our hands ; nay, wc wiih away -whole years^ and 
travel through time as through a country filled with 
many wiid and «rapty waftes, which we would faiti 
hun:f over, that we may arrive at thofe feveral little 
Ictdlements or imaiginary points of iefk which are dif> 
(crfed up and dowa in it. 

G - 
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If wc xlividc the life of nioft men into twenty parts, 
we (hall find tjijit at leaft nipctcen of them arc mete 
caps and chafms, which are- neither filled with plca- 
fiira OF bufitkcg. ' I do not; hbwrever include in thb 
calculation,, the life of thofe men who are in apeypct^ 
iial hiuxry of affairs, hut ojF thofe only who aipe not al- 
ways engag^in fce^rtesof ?i^iou : Ab^ I hope I- &aU 
not do an unaqcepta.bie piece of fervice to thofe. per* 
fons> ijf I point mt to them certain methods for filling 
tip their empty fpacfss of life. , The methods Iftall 
prppofe to ^hea>.are as follow : 

The firft i§ tli^ exercife of virtue, in. the nioft eenc- 
jral acceptatioa of the word. That particular fcneme 
\yhich coniprehencls the foci»l virtues, may give era- 
j^oyme^t to &e i^oft induftrious temper, and. find* 
man tpore hiifine^ than the moft.a£live fiation of life. 
To ad^ifi^ the ignorant, rdieve the needy, comfort the 
a^Qed)' are di)1»i|&)that fall in'our way almoft; every 
<lay of our lives., Arii^an has frequent opportunities of 
jQCiitigating the fiei!cenc:^$ of a. party, of doing juftioe 
totKe^char^£tei:>Qf a<[<fervingman» of foftening the 
enviou^i quieting the angry > and reSifying the pee* 
jy4i<^cd } which are ail of them einployments. fuited 
to a reafo^aWc nature, and bring great fatisfa£tion to 
tlie pei:foQc{who csca hufy himfelf in them with difcre- 
ytiqri. 

There.isanothiSTkind of virtue that 'may find tta^ 
jjpyment for thofe .retired hours in which wc are al- 
together left to. ourfelvcs, and deftit^te. of company 
and convorfation ; I mean that intercourfe and com- 
n;uinion which every • teafonable creature ought to.- 
-tain with the Supreme Qieiog. Tlie man who lives; 
il^der. an habitual ietife of wc divine prefence, keeps 
up a.perpetud .che.^fulnefa of temper, and enjoys ey-. 
ory moment tho fatisfl^dion of thinking hunfelf in. 
Qompany with, bis deairdt and Ims bed of mends. The- 
time nqver lie^ heavy upon him : It is impoffiblc for. 
k\in to be alone* His. thoughts and pailions are the. 
inofb bofied. at . fuch hours» when thoijc of other men. 
Wttbe^moQi uiut^we. ileno founer itep&out of the: 
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world but his heart bums with devotion, fwejls with 
hope, and triumphs in the confcioufnefs of that Prc- 
fence which everywhere furrounds him \ or, on the 
contrary, pours out its fears, ' its forrows, its appre- 
heniions, lo the great Supporter of its exidence. 

I have here only confidered the neceffity of a man's 
being virtuous^ that he may have fomething to do ; 
but if we confider farther that the exercife of virtue is 
not only an amufement for the time it lads, but that 
its influence extends to thofe parts of our exiftence' 
which lie beyond the grave, and that our whole eter-^ 
mty is to take its colour from thofe hours which wc 
here employ in virtue or in vice, the argument redou- 
bles upon us for putting in pradtice this method of 
pa ffing away time. / '. 

When a man has but a little flock to improve, and 
has optportuntties of turning it all to good account, 
what (hall we think of him, if iie fuiTcrs nineteen 
.parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps employs^ even the 
twentieth to his ruin or difad Vantage i But becaufc 
tiie mind cannot be always in itsfervouf, nor drained 
up to a pitch of virtue^ it is neceflary to find out pro- 
per employments for it in its relaxations. 

The next method, that I would propofe to fill up 
our time, fhould be ufeful and innocent diverfions. 
Imuft confefs I think it is below reafonable creatures, 
to be altogether converfant in fuch diverfions as are 
merely innocent, and have nothing elfe to recommend 
riieai, but that there is no hurt in thefti. Whether 
any kind of gaming has even thus much to fay for it- 
fclf, I ihall not determine ^ but I think it is very won-' 
dcrfui to fee pcrfons^of the beJfl: ienfe pafling away a- 
dozen Hours together in ftiuffin|^'and dividing a pack 
of cardsj with no other converfation but. what is made 
up of afew game phrafes, and rid' other ideas but 
thofe of red'or black fpqts ranged tog^ether indifferent 
figures. Would not a man of fenfe laugh to hear arty 
ene of th;s fpecies complain that life is ftort ?* 

The 7?tf^^ anight be made a perpetual fource of tlie' 
raoft noble and ufeful entertainment, were.it under 
pocopw regulatioDS*. But tkeaaittd ney.er uubends it- 
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felf fo agrceaWy, 35 in the converfation of a well ch«- 
fcn fr^thd* TnerA is indeed no blefling of life that is 
^liy way conjparable tp, ^he enjoyment of a difcrect 
. :ind virtuous friend. It eafe§ and unloads Jthe mind» 
clears and improves the- underftandingj engenders 
thoughts ,and knowledge, and animates virtue and 

food refqlutions, fooths and allap the paflions, and 
nds employment for moil of tne vacant hours of 
life. 

Next to fuch an intimacy vfith a particular perfon, 
one would endeavour after a more general converfa- 
.tio» with fuch as are able to entertain and improve 
thofe with wham they converfe, which are qualifica- 
lions whi<;h feldom go afunder. 

There are macy other ufeful amufements of life 
which one wpuld endeavour to multiply, that one 
might on all occafions have recourfe to fomethingi 
rather than fufler the mind to lie idle, or run adrilFt 
with any paSion that changes to rife in it. 

A man who has a. tafte for rauCc, painting, or ar- 
chitecture, is like one who has another fenfe, when 
compared wijth fuch as have no relifh for thofe arts. 
The florift, the planter, the hufbandman, the gardener, 
when they are only as.accompiifliments to the man of 
fortune, ;are great reliefs to a country life, and many 
ways ufeful to thofe who are poffeflca of them. 
' But of all the diverfi.ons.of :itfe there is none fo pro- 
per. 4;<3i iiUupits empty fpaces as the reading of uleful 
and emertai»irig authors : but this I Ihall only iifien- 
tion, becaufc it in fome meafure interferes with the 
third method, which I fliall propofe in another paper, 
for the employment^! our dead, inactive hours, and 
which I ihall mention in general to be the purfuit of 
knowledge.' 

; Sfectjttor, Vol. IL No. 93. L. 


». ANGER. 

jf\NCER is fo uneafy a gueft in the heart, that he 
may be laid tp be born unhappy who is of a rough and 
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cKoleric difpcGtlon. The moralifts have defined it to 
be, a 'defire tf ire^tngtfor fome injury offered^ Men of hot 
and' heady tempers, are eagerly defirous forvengeance, 
the ^cry moment they apprehend them fc Ives injurecL; 
whereas the tool and fedate watch proper opportuni- 
ties to return grief for grief to their enemy. By this 
ntcan&it oftenTinppens. that the cliolcric inflift clifpro- 
poTtioned puaifhments, upon. • flight, and fomctimes 
imaginary, offences: but the temperately revenge- 
'ftil have leifure to weigh the m.erits of the caufe, 
-and thereby either to fmother their fecretrefentment«, 
-or to feck proper and adequate reparation : for the 
damages they kave fuftained- Weak minds are apt 
to /peak- well of the man of fury, becaufe, when the 
ftorm isoirer, he^ is full of .ft)rrow and iiepentance : 
but the troth is, he is apt to commit fuch ravages du- 
ring his madnefs,'that when he comes to himfelf he 
becomes tame then, for\the fame reafon. that he ran 
"Wild before, enly to give himfilftafi ; . and is la friend on- 
ly to himfelf in bothi extremities. * Men of this un- 
happy makci more f If equentiy. than any others, expert 
that tf\e« friends fliould bear with' their 'infirmities r 
tteir friends fliouId id' return defire them to correct 
their infirmrties.^ .The common exGufis, that they 
^annothelp it; Aat irwas foon x)ver, that they hair- 
bouv nomaHce in their hearts, are arguments for par- 
dosing ;i bull or 7t iiiaftifF, but ikall never reconcile me 
to an intelle£bual favage. Why 'indeed Ihould any 
one itnagine, that'perftms independent upon hiA^, 
Ihould venture 'into his fociety, who h^h not yet fo 
far fubducd his boiling blood, .but that he is ready to ' 
do fometbing the next minute which he can never re- 
pair, and hath nothing to plead in 'his 6wn behalf, but- 
that he is apt to do mifchicf ps fail a$ he "<Jan ? Such 
a-matt may i>c feared, he may. be pitied, hut can • 
•never be loved. 

I would not here be undcrftood, as if I meant t?o 
lecommend flow artd deliberate JtnaKtc ; I wouki on^y 
obferve, that men of mbderation are of a more amia- 
bte chaipafter than the r^fh and inconfiderate 5 bait if. 
they do not - luifband the taleat that Bcaven T»5 ke-- 


~\ 


5t ADDISONIAN MlSGELt ANY. 

flowed on them, they are as much more odious than 
the choleric, as the devil is more horrible tl^aa a 
brute : It is hard to fay which of the two, wheft in« 
Jureci, is more troubleiome- to himfelf, .or hurtful to 
Tiis enemy : the one is boifterous and^entle by fits, 
dividing his life between guilt and repentance, how 
Sill tempeft, again all funflime^'; the other has a fmooth- 
cr but more lading anguifh, lying under a per- 
petual gloom ; the latter is a cowardly man, the fqr- 
nier a generous bead. If he may be held unfortunate* 
who cannot be fure but that he may do fomething the 
next, minute which he {hall lament during his life, 
yrhat (hall we think of him who hath a foul to infe£i-> 
^d, that he can never be happy till he hath made an* 
other miferable ? What wars may we not imagine 
perpetually raging ii> his breaft ? What dark ilrata- 
gems, unworthy deHgns, inhuman wifhes, dreadful 
relolutions ! A fnake curled in many intricate mazes, 
Teady to lUng a traveller, atid to hifs him in the pang& 
of death, is no u^fit emblem of fuch an artful, un- 
fearchable projedor. Were I to chopfe an enemf, 
whether fhould I wifh for one that would ftab me 
immediately, or one that would give me anltalian 
poifon,, fubtil and lingering, yet as certainly fatal as 
the ftroke of a dilletto. Let tlfe reader determine 
the doubt in his own mind. 

There is yet a third fort of rcTcngc, if it may be 
called a third, which is compounded of the other two ; 
I mean the midaken honour which hath too often a 
place in geiwous breads. Mes 'ef good education, 
though naturally choleric, redrain their wrath fo far 
as to feck convenient -^imes for vengeance. The fii;- 
gle combat feems (6 generous a way of ending con- 
troverfics^ that,.till we have drift laws, the number 
of widows 'and orphans, and I wifh I cculd not fay 
of wpefched ftMritsi will be increafed. Of all the 
medals which oave been druck in honour of a nex^h- 
bearing tnoharch, there is not one which- can give 
him fo true a renown, as that upon the fuccefs ttrhU 
edi£t iox ahlijkiug tht imphui ^adia of duellings 

Wt^at inclined me at prefcnt ' to write upon this 
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fubje£^9 was the fight of the following letters, which 
I can ail'ure the reader, are genuine. They con- 
cern two nobk rianies ^ong us ; hiit the crime of 
which the gentlemen were guilty, bears too preva- 
lently the name of honour, to ncpd an aj>ology to their 
relations for reviving the menticfn of their duel. But 
the dignity of wrath, and the copl and deliberate pre- 
paration (dv paffing different climes, and waiting con- 
venient feaions) for murdering each other, when we 
conikier them as moved by a fenfe of honour, mud 
raife in the reader as much compailloQ as horror. 

J Mmfiettr^ Monfaur Sackville* 

** I that am in France hear how i^uch you attribute 
to yourfeJf in this time, that I have given the world 
Ij^ye to ring your praifes ****** If you call in memo- 
ry, whereas I gave* you my hand laft, I told you I 
refervcd the heartfor a tiuer reccmciliation. Novtr, 
be that noble gentleman my love once fpoke you, and 
come and do nim right that could recite the trials you 
owe your birth and country, were I not confident your 
honour gives you the fame courage to do me right, 
that it did to do me wrong. Be mafter of your own 
weapons and time 5 the place wherefi>cver» I will wait 
on you. By doing this, yoa fhall (horten revenge, 
and clear thee idle opinion the world hath of both our 
worth. EDWARD BRUCE.'* 

A M&njkur, Monfi€w U Barm de I^nIo(s» 

^ As It ihall be always far from me to fcek a quar« 
rel, fo will I be always ready to meet with any that 
dcfire to'nwke trial of my val6ur,by,lo fair ^ courfe 
as you require. A witnefs wberecll yourfelf (hall be, 
who within a month fhall receive a ftri<a account of 
time, place, and weapon, wheire you (hall find me rea- 
dy diijoofed tQ give you honourable. {atisfa£tion by hkn 
that tnall condu^ you tliither. In the mean t|me» 
be as fecret of the appointment as it leenis you are de- 
filQUS of it* 

. « EDWARD SACKVILUL'! 


U ADDKONTAl^r MlSCEClANr: 

jf MonJUuti Mqnjteur It Bdr^n /^. Itinlofs. 

'* I am r^ady at Itrgtjc, a. town- in Zudand^ to give * 
you that (ktisfa£tiop vour fwtorcl can render youj ac- 
ccAT>panied by a worthy gentleman for my. fecoiid, ta 
degree a knight : and for your commg, I will not lim- 
it you a peremptory day, btitdeiite you J© malce a de- 
finite and fpeedy repair, for your own honour and *fear 
of prevention ; until which time you (hall find me - 
there. * - 

'*^ EDWARD SACK^LLE;. 

•* Tergofiiy the I oth of Aug. 1613.** 

■ 
♦* I have received your letter by your man,, and j»Cr 
knowledge you have dealt nobly with. me ;. smd now 
I^cojaoe with all poffibie hafte to meet you. . 

EDWARD BRUCE." 
Guardian^ Vol, II. JNo. 125^ 

Oh ! 'fytal l0ve Bffam f'Qh gkmut hf^i t • 

^Addison''* CAMPM^Ni 

The gallant behaviour of Ac con^batants* may ftrve • 
to raife m our n>inds a yet higher deteftation j>f tbatt 
falfe honour which robs our.country ofjncn fo fitted', 
to fupport apd a^orA it*- 

^ir Edward SackviUe's^^/a//o» y M# Fiibt iehwfim 'iim^ 

Mid Mf Lorii Biucc* . 

Wtrtfy Sir, 

t\S I am not Ignorant, fo ought I to be fchfiBlc of 
ttie talfc fifperfidns fome authoriefs toiigues have- laid 
upon nte^.m the report bf the unfortiiftatc paflage 
wiuch lately hppnenedbetwc^a the -lord Bntcg awA 
myfelf, whxch as they are fprcad bcre/fo I may juft« 
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ly fear they tcign alfo where you are. There are but 
two ways to relolve doubts of this nature ; by oath, 
or by iword : The firft is due to magi Urates, commu- 
nicable to his friends : the other to mch as maliciouf- 
ly flander and impudently defend their aflcrtion, 
I our love, not my merit, aiTures me, you hold me 
your friend, which efteem I am much defirous to re- 
tain. Do me therefore the right to underftand the 
truth of that, and in my behalf inform others, who 
either are or may be infefted with finifler rumours, 
much prejudicial to that fair opinion I defire to hold 
amongft all worthy perfons : and on tlie faith of a 
gentleman, the relation 1 ihall give is neither more 
nor kfs than the bare truth. The inclofed contains 
the firft citation, fcnt me from Pans by a Scotch gen- 
tleman, who delivered it to me in Derhyjhire^ at my 
Father-in-law's houfe. After it follows my then an- 
fwcr, returned him by the fame bearer. The next 
is my accomplifhment of my firll promife, being a 

{)articular alFignation of place and weapon, which I 
ent by a fervant of mine by poft from Rotterdam^ as 
foon as I landed there. The receipt of which, joined 
with an acknowledgement of my too fair carndigc to 
the deceafed lord is teftiGed by the laft, which periods 
the buCnefs, till we met at Tirgofo in Zealand, it being 
the place allotted for rendezvous, . where he, accom* 
panied with one Mr. CrunvforJ, an. Englijh. gentleman 
for his fecond, a furgeon, and a man, arrived with all 
the fpqed he could : And there having rendered bim- 
felf, I addreffed my fecond, Sir John Heidon^ to let him 
underftand, that now all following fliould be done by 
confent, as conceroing the terms whereon we fliould 
fight, as alfo the place. To our fccpnds^we gave pow- 
er for their appointments, who agreed we ihould go 
to Antiverpy from thence to Eergen-op-Zoam, Mfhere, m 
the midway, but a village divides the Stata Territo- 
ries from the Jrckduke^s. And there was the deftined 
ftage, to the end, that having ended, he that could, 
might prefently exempt himfelf from the juftice of 
the country, by retiring into the dominion not offen- 
ded. It was further concladed> that in cafe any fliould 
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fall or flip, that then the combat Aould ce^ife ; nn^ Ke 
whofe ill-fortune had fo fubjefled him, was to acknowl- 
edge his life to ha^e been in the other's hands : Btit 
in cafe one party's fy/ord fhould breaks becaufe that 
could only chance by hazard, rt was agreed that the 
other ftiouid take no advantage, but either then be made 
friends, or elfe upon even terms go to it again. Thus 
• thefe conclufions being each of them related to his 
party, was by us both approved and affentcd to. Ac- 
cordingly we embarked for JKf-werp, And by reafbn 
my lord, as I conceive, becauf^ he could noth^nd- 
fomely, without danger of difcovery, h&d not paired 
:the fword I fent him to PsHj j bringing one of the 
fame length, but twice as broad, my fceOnd excepted 
ugainft it, and advifed me to match my own, and fend 
him the choice, which I obeyed ; it being, you know, 
•the. challenger's privilege to cleft his weapon. Ac 
.•the delivery ofthefword, which was pepfoymed by 
^jx John Heidoiiy it pleafed^he lord Srua to choofe my 
.own ; and then, paft expeftation, he told him, that he 
found himfelf fo far behind-hantl, as a little of my 
Mood would not ferve his turn, and therefore he was 
now refolved to have me alone, becaufe he knew (f6t 
I will ufe his own words) That fa ivcnky a genthmcn^ 
gindiny Jrkndt €oidd not t-nduft to Jland hy^ and fee him d$ 
ih^ nuifi^ch hemufi^ f^f^^^'f) himftlf and his honcur, HerC- 
upoh^r John Heidost replied, that fuch intentions were 
bloody and buteherly> far unfitting fo noble a perfon- 
agei, who fliouid deure to bteed for reputation, not for 
life ; withal addkig, he thought himfelf injured, be- 
ing come thus fat, now to be prohibited from execu- 
ting thofe honourable offices he came for. The lord, 
for anfwer^ only reiterated his former rcfolution \ 
thereupon Sir John leaving him the fword he had 
clefted, delivered me the other, with his determina- 
tions : The which,- not for matter but manner, fo 
moved me« as though to my rerngmbrancc, I had nCt 
of a long while eaten more liberally than at dinner* 
»nd therefore unfit for fuch an aftioxi (feeing the fur- 
geoa hold a wound upon a full (lomach much more 
daagecDus^than other wife..) I.requefted my furg^eon lot) 
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cQtlfyhim, "I wottld prefently decide the dlflference, 
^ndther^farebe fiiouldprefeiitly meetme onhorfeback, 
only waked on- by our iurgeons> they being unarmed. 
Together we rode but one before the other, fome 
twelve fcore about two EngUfh miles \ and then, pa(^ 
lion, having fo weak an enemy to affail, as my direc- 
tion, ea(i]y became vl£tor, and ufing his power, made 
me obedient to his commands. I being verily mad 
^th anger, the lord Bru<§ fhbuid thitft after my life 
with a kind of affiirednefs, feeing I had come fo far,, 
and neecSefiJy, to give him leave to regain his loft re- 
putation, I bade him alight, which -with all willing^- 
nefis he quickly granted^ and there, in a meadow, an- 
cle, deep- in . water at the lead. Lidding fareweJl to 
our doublets, in our fliirts began to charge e?.ch otiier ; 
haviiK; afore commanded our furgeons to withdraw 
themfclves- a pretty diftanpe from us, conjuring them 
belLdes, as they expe£led our favours or their own 
fafcties, not to Itir, bat fufFeiP us to execute our plea- 
fures. We being full refolded (God forgive us) to 
difpatcheach other by what^means we could, I made 
a thurft at my enemy, but was fhort ; and in drawing 
back, my arm, I received a gieat wound thereon, 
which I interpreted as a reward for my lliort fhoot-- 
ing ; but in revenge I preft in to him, though I then 
mified him alfo, and tnen receiving a wound in my 
right pap, which pafled level through my body, aha 
almoft to my back ', and there we wreftled for tne two* 
greateft. anddeareft prizes we could ever cxpe£k trial' 
tor, honour and life. In which ftruggKng, my hand« r 
having but an ordinary glove upon it, loft one of her 
fervants, though the meaneft, which hpng by a flcin, 
and to fight yefremaineth as before ; and I am put in . 
hope one day. ro recover the ufe of it s^ain. But at 
lait,.breathlefs, yet keeping oar holds, there paffed on^ 
both fides propo'Jtions of quitting each other's fwoids ; ' 
but when amity was dead, confidence could not live, 
and who fliould guit firft was the queftion ; which 
on neither part, either would perform ; and reftriv- • 
iug. again afrefti.with a kick and a wiench together, !». 
freed nay long captivated weapon, wluch incontinent* 
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1y levclBng at his throat^ being mafter ftiU of his,' I 
demanded if he would aflc his life or yield his fword % 
l>oth which, thcmgh in that imminent danger, he 
bravely denied to do. Myfelf being wounded, and 
feeling th« lofs of blood> having three conduits run- 
ning 00 me> began to make me faint ; and he 'coura-» 
geoufly perfifting not to accord to either of my pro- 
pofitiorts 5 throu^ remembrance of his former bloo- 
dy defire, and feeling of my eftate, I ftruck at his 
h^art, but with his avoiding, miifed my aim, yet pafled 
through the body, and drawing out my fword, repaft 
it agam, through another place ; when he cried Ok / 
/ am Jain 1 . feconding his fpeech with all tlie force he 
had'to call me. But being too weak, after I had de- 
fended his alTault, I.eafily became matter of him, lay- 
ing him upon his back ; whe;i being upon him, I re- 
demanded if he would requeft his nfe, but it feemed 
he prized it not at f© dear a rate to be beholden for it ; 
'bravely replying, he ^rw^///; which anfwer of his 
was fo noble and worthy, as I proteft I could not find 
in mv heart to offer him any more violence, only 
keepmg him down, till at length his furgeon, afarofir, 
cried out, he would immediaufy die^ if his nuounds «w«nr not 
Jkffed. Whereupon I alked him it* he defiredhis fur- 
geon (hould come, which he accepted of ; and fobe- 
ixjg' drawn away, I never offered to take his fword, ac- 
counting it inhuman to rob a dead man, for to I held 
him to be. ^hus this ended ! I- retired to my fur- 
geon, in'^vhofe arms, after I ha^ remained a while for 
want of blood, I loft my lights atid withal, as I then 
diought, my life alfo. Biat ftrong water and his dili- 
gence /quickly recovered me, 'when I efcaped a great 
danger : For my lord's- furgeon when nobody dreamt 
of it, came full at me with his lord's fword, and had 
not mine ^ith my fword interpofed himftlf, I had 
been flain by thofe bafe hands ; although my lord 
Bruct^ weltering in his blood, and paft all expedtations 
of life, conformably to all his former carriage, which 
was undoubtedly noble, cried out, Ra/aai! hold tfy 
fkind. So may I profper as I, have dealt uocerely with 
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yoM in this relation, which I pray you, with the in- 
dofed letter, >delivcr to my lord cliarobcxlain. And fa, 

isfc,y^ur\ EDWARD SACKVILLE-- 
Louvant^ SthofSeptw 1^13- 
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ANTIOCHITS. 


NTIOCHUS,^ Prince of gueat hopes, fell paf. 
fionately in love with the voung Queen Stra/vxue, who 
was his mother-in-law, and who had borne a fon to the 
old king SeUucus, hLj iather. . The Prince finding it 
inipoffible to extinguiifh his-paflion, fell fick, and refu- 
fcd all manner of nouriftiment, being determined to 
p ut an end ' to* tSia^t life'^vhich was become i nfu pporta*- 
ble. ' 

EraJififaUts, th^ phy(5cian,foon. found that love w.aB 
his diltemper ; ^i\d obfcrving the alteration in hie 
pulfc and countenance, whenever StraUnue made him 
a vifit, was foonfatisfied that be if^zs dying for hi« 
mothtr-in-law. Knowing the old King^s tendeni^s 
for his fon, when he one morning ' inquired of 'hi« 
healthy he told him, that the Prince'^ diftemper was 
love; but that it was incurable, becaufe it'was inv- 
poffible for him Xo poflefs the perfon whom he loyeiL 
rhe King, furprifea at this account, defired to know 
how his foil's pafllon could be incurable j why^Sir, re- 

filed Erd/j^atuff becaufe he Is in love with tbs perfoK. 
am married to. 

The old King immediately conjured him by all hit 
^aft favours, tofavc the life* of his foniwid lucceiToir. 
bhf faid £r/5^ra/«j,would your majfefty but fancy your- 
felf in my place, you would fe^ the ^unreafonablehefs 
of what you defire. Heaven is my witiiefs, faid ^#* 
JeucuSf I would refign even my 'Sfraioniee to fave my 
AHthdms. At this the tears Tan down his cheeks» 
'Which when the Phyfician faw, taking. him by the 
hand. Sir, faid he^ if thefe *ire youf real;fentimcnt% 
the Prince's life is out (rf^an^er : It is Stratemitt far 
wbomkeiUes. ^^nof/ammediatelv ga've orders roii 
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folemnizing the marriage ; and the young queen^ > 
lhc«v her obediences very generoufly exchanged the fk- 
iher for the fon, 
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ANTS. 


AN ray laft Saiurday^j paper, I fuppofed a mole bill 
inhabited by pifroires or antsyto be a lively image of 
the earth peopled by human creatures. This fuppofi- 
tion will not appear too forced or drained to mofc 
who are acquainted whh the natural hillory o£ thcfc 
little infefts 5 in order to "ttfhichJl .fliall prcfent mj 
veadcr witlj'theexiraft of tiJetJcr upon -this curious 
ibbjefl, as it was- publiihed. by* the. members of the 
Frjnch academy, and fince tranSated into EngUJh. I 
muil confefsl was neye,r better entertained than vidi 
this narrative, which 4S. of ^undoubted- credit and au- 
:thority. 

**:Ina room next to thine, which had been empty 
for a long time, th^rc was upon a window a ^ox rutl 
• of earth, two feet deep, <and fit to keep Sowers in. 
That kind of parterre had bipen long uncukivated, and 
therefore it- was covered with old jjlaiAcr and a great 
deal of rubbiili, that fell fromti^ top of the houfe, 
and from the walls, which, together with the earth 
formerly imbibed with water, made a kind of dry and 
barren loil. Thatplace lyinjg.t^^.the^wMj and out of 
thf reach of the wind and ram, pefides the neighbouF- 
hot>d of a granary, was a- raoft delightful fpot ofground 
for ants; therefore they had made three nefts there, 
without doubt for the;fame.reafon that men built cit- 
ies in fruitful ai^ convenient places, near fprings and 
? rivers. 

*.^ Having a mind to cultivate fome flowery, I took a 
view of that place, and removed a tulip out of the 
garden into that box : But fading my eyes upon the 
ants, continually taken up with a dioufand cares, very 
inconfiderable with refpe£); to us, but of the great* 
eft impontance for .them, they appeared, to me jdoj^ 
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worthy of ttiy curiofity than all the flowers in the 
world* I quickly removed the tulip, to be the admir- 
er and reftorer of that littl^ commonwealth. This 
was the only thing they wanted ; for their policy, and 
the order ooferved among them, are more perfctt 
than thofe of the wifeft republics ; and therefore they 
have nothing to fear, unlei's 9 new legiflator ihould at-r 
tempt to change the form of their government. 

I made it my bufmefs to procure them all* forts of 
conveniences } I took out of the box every tiling that 
iriight be troublcfome to them, and frequently.' vifitcd 
my aats, and ftudied all their adlions- Being* pf«d to 
go to bed very late, 1 went to fee them work in a 
moon-flnnv night j ^and I frequently got up in the 
night to taiiie a view, oi their labours* 1 always found 
fonie going up and doWn, and very bufyr One would 
think that they^ never- ikep? Every, body know» 
that ants come out of thcjir holes in the day-time, a^id 
cxpofe to the fun. the corn which they keep iioder • 
ground- in the night*. What,£urprifed me at fir ft ^as, , 
my ants nevfir. brought out the if corn but in the night, * 
when the moon^did ftiine,*; and, kept it under ground 
ixi the day-|ime, which Was contracy to what I had . 
fecHjand law ftiir praSift^d by tliofe infects in other 
places., I. quickly found out tiie rcafonof it, Tfcerc 
was. a pigepn-houfe not'far from thence ;' pigeons 
and.bird^ would have, eaten tlicir corn; if tliey had 
hroy^ht-il out ii^ the day-time* It is highly probable 
they Knew^it.by expcaricnce j and I frequently found . 
pigeons and birds in that place^ when I went to it in a 
morning .: h, quiqkly deliverSd them from thefe rob- 
bers; I frightened tjlQ birds away with fomc pieces of 
paper ti^d to the end of a firing over the window : As 
for. the pigeon&>. I drove tb^m away fcveral times ; and 
when they perceived that the place wa& more frequen*» 
ted tban pefore, tbpy never came to it agaii). What- 
is modi admirable, ^nd what I could hardly believe, 
if. 1 di4 not know it by experience, is, that thofe ants 
knew fome days after, that they had nothing to fear, 
and began to lay out their corn in the fun. However, 
perceived tlicy w€r<Lnpt fully coaviiu:^ irf . Jaein^out.: 
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cf danger^ for they durft not bring out their proviGons 
all at once^ but by degrees, firil in a fmall quandty, 
and without ^ny great order, that they might quickly 
carry them away in cafe of any misfortune, watching 
and looking every way : At lalt, being perfuaded that 
they had nothing to tear, they brought out all their 
com, alroofl every day, and in good order, and carried 
hjn at ni^ht. 

There i$ a ftraight hole in every ant's nefl, about 
half an inch deep, and then it gees donn iloping into 
a place where they have magazines, which i take to 
be a different ptacc from that where they reft and eat; 
for it is highly improbable that an ant, which is a vcrv 
cleanly inicvl, ana throws cut of |ier neft all the fmall 
remains of the corn on which (he feeds, asl have ob« 
f^rved a thoufand times, would fill up her magazine^ 
and mix her corn with dirt and ordure. 

The com that is laid up by ants would {lK>ot under 
rround, if thofe iufedls did not take care to prevent it. 
They bite off all the buds before they lay it up \ atid 
therefore the corn which has lain in their nefts, will 
produce nothing. Any one may eafily make this 
experiment, and even plainly fee there is no bud in 
.thtir corn : But though the bud be bitten off, there 
Vemains another inconvenience ; that corn muft needs 
f well and rot under ground, and therefore it could be 
of no ufc to the nouriOiment of ants. Thefe infe<fis 
prevent that incoH lenience by their labour and indirf- 
try, and contrive the matter lo, that corn will keep as 
dry in their nefts as in our grinari^s. 

rhey gather many fmall partkles of dry earch, 
which they bring every day cut of their holes, ar.d 

tilnce them round- tO' heat fhem in the fun : Every ant 
)rings a fmall particle of that earth in her pincers, lays 
it by the hole,-, and then goes and fetches another: 
Thus, in lefs than a quarter of an hour, one may fee a 
vaft number of fuch imall particles of dry earth, heap- 
ed up round tlie hole : They lay their corn under 
ground upon that earth, and cover it with the fame. 
They perform this work almofl every day, during the 
heat of the fun ; and though the fun went from the 


window aHbut three or four oMock in the afternoon, 
they did not remove their com and particles of earth, • 
bccaufe- the ground was very hot, till the heat was 
over. ' . 

If any otit (ho^ld think that thofc animals fliould 
life fand^ or friiall particles of brick or (lone, rather 
than to take^ fo much pains about dry earth, I .anfwer,- 
that upon fuch kn occadon, nothing can be more pro- 
per than ' earth heated in the fun. Corn doei not 
keep upon fand f befides a grain of corn that is cut, * 
being deprived of its bud, would be filled withfmall • 
fandy particles that could not eafily come out. To" 
which I add, that fahd-confifts of fuch fmall particles, 
that an ant could Hot take tbehi up one after another ; 
and therefore thefe infers are to be feldom found near * 
rivers: or m «nj very fand jr ground; ' • 

As for the Imall pardeles of brick and done, the 
leaft moiftriefs would join them together, and turn 
them into a kind of maftiek; which thofe ilifcdls could 
not divide: Thofe partitlei ftickuig together, could 
not come out of the -ant's neft;'and would fpoil its ' 
fyrnmetry,'. 

, Whenantshivebrought<iut-A<ifepat-ticlesof earth, . 
they bring out their corn after the fame manner, anc\ 
plj^ceit Tound ihe earth : -TTiusone' may feeiwo^ 
neaps furrounding i their hole, one of dfy earth, and 
the other of corn j and then diey fetch out^ the re- 
mainder of >dry earth/ on which,- doubtlefs, their corn ^ 
was laid up;* ,.*,.' 

Thbfe<infe^^ never go about this wdfk but when ^ 
the weather IS :c]ear, and the fun very hot. I obfer- 
ved/that thofe^ little anicpalshavinz one day brought ^ 
up theircom at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, remo- 
ved it agaiBftthetrtifual cuftom, before pne in the af- 
trmoon;> The. fun being very hot', and^e (ky very • 
clear, I could perceive no reafon for hi but half an« 
hour after, the £ky begantoovercaft, and there fell a 
fmall rain, which the ants forefaw j whereas the Mi-*^ • 
Am almanack hadiforetcld there^ would be no rain that ^ 
sav 

i Jttve Mi bsfoie, that thbfc ante which 1 tUd ioe ' 
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particularly confider, fetched their corn out of a gar- 
ret. I went very frequently into that garret : 'I'here 
was fome old corn in it 5 and becaufe every grain was- 
not alike, I obferved that they chofe the beft. 

I know, by feveral experiments, that thofe little an- 
imals take great care to provide themfclves with wheat 
when they can find it, and always pick out the beft \ 
but they can make fliift without it. When they can- 
get no wheat, they take rye, oats, millet, and even 
crumbs of bread, but fcldom any barley, unkfs it be- 
in a time of a great fcarcity^ and when nothing elib- 
can be had. 

•Being willing to be informed more particularly of - 
their forecaft and induftry, I put a fmall heap of w6eat 
in a corner of the room where they kept •, and to pre-- 
^ent their fetching corn out of* the garret, I fhutup 
the window, and iiopped all th^ holes. Though ants^ 
are very knowing, I do not take them to be conjurrrs, 
and therefore they could not guefs that I had put** 
fome corn in that room. I ptrceived for feveral days^ . 
that they were much perplexed, and went a great way^- 
to fetch their prbvilions. Iwas not willing for fome 
time to make them more eafy, for 1 had a mind to 
know whether they would at lail find out the treafure, 
and fee it at a great diilanc©> and whether fmellin^ en- 
abled them to know what is good for their n .mriihk ~ 
rpent. Thus they wei^ fome time in great trouble, 
and took a great deal of paias : They went up and 
down a great way, looking out for ibme grains of' 
corn; they were iofnetimes difappointed, and fome-- 
times they.did net like their ccrn> after many long and 
painful excurfions. What appeared to me wonderful. 
was, that. none of them* came home without bringing*- 
fomething y one brought a^rain of wheat, another of • 
rye and oats, or a particle o£ dry. earth, J£ fliexould' 
get nothing *elfe. 

The window upon which thefc ants had made their 
fettlemcnt, looked into a garden, and was two dories 
high. Some went to the furthcar end of tifi garden^ 
ot^^s to the fifth ftory, in gueft of fome com ; it waS' 
|k very bard journey for' thcaa, e^aally wbca tbty 
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came home loaded with-.a pretty large grain of 'com, 
which needs muft be a heavy burthen for an ant» and 
as much as ftie can bear, Tne bringing, of that grain 
from the middle of the garden to tlie n'eft, took up four 
hours ; whereby one may judge of the ftrength and 
prodigious labour of thofe httle animals. . • It appears . 
from thence, that an ant works as hard as a man, who 
ibould carry a. very heavy load upon his (boulders. almoit 
every davj for the fpace of four leagues. It is. true, 
thofe infefts do not take fo much, pains upon a flat 
ground ; but then how great is the hardfhip of a poor 
ant, when ihe carries a^grainof comlo the fecondfto- 
ry, climbing up a wall with her head downwards ? 
None can have a true notion of it, unlefs they fee 
thofe little animals • at: work in fuch a fituation. The 
frequent ftops they make in the moft convenient pla*' - 
ces, are a plain indicatidi] of their we^rinefs. Some 
of them were ftrangely^ perplexed, and could, ^ot get 
to their, journey'^end : In fuch a cafe, the ftrongeft • 
ants, or^. thofe tnat are not fo weary, having carried *■ 
their com to-, their nefts> came down again' to, help 
them. Some are^ fo unfortunate, as to fall down witn* 
theirwload, when thev are almoft come home : 'When ^ 
this happens, they feidom lofe their corn, Jbut carry it .^ 
up again. . 

1 latvone of the imalldl carrying a large grain of / 
wheat with incredible .pains : Whep (he came to the 
box where, the neft was, ft** made fo much hafte, that r 
ihe fell down with h^ load, after a very laborious :. 
march : fuch an unlucky accident would h^ve vexed a > 
philofopher. I yrent dc^wn and found herwijthth?* 
lame com in her paws ; (he.; was re^y to. climb up S 
again. Th> fairie misfortune hiatppfen^d to her three', 
times ; Sometimes (he fell tA.the middle^of her ivay,- 
and fometioies higher; but ihe pever let go hfer hol«» , 
and was not difcouraged^ At length' her ftteiigth.. 
failed her, (hat ftopt> and another ant .helped her -to ; 
carry her load, which was on^ of the largeft and fineft 
grains of wheat that ah. ant can. carry. It happens . 
iometimes, that a corn flips out of their pa^^s when ' 
they are climbing up -• JPhey tafce hold of it agsin, ' 
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when they can find it ; otherwifc they look for an^*^ 
ofher, or take fonicthing elfe, being aihamed to return' 
t9 their neft- without bringing fomething ; This I have . 
experimented by^^ingawaythe grain which they look*- 
cd for. AU thefe experiments: may eafily be. made by 
any one -who has patience enough : They do not re- 
quire fo g^eat patience as that of ^ants \ but fewpeo- - 
pie are capable i)f it... 
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G? to^'the.Ani^ tjl?m Sluggard ; tor^dtrker waySfjandhe voifii* ■ 

Ithas been obferved* by writers; of morality, that in-' 
order to quicken human induftry,- Providence has fo - 
contrived it, that .our. daily food. is not to be procured : 
iMfithout much pains* and labour. . The chafe of bird$.. 
and bed(l$4 the feveraiarts>offilhing, with all the dif- - 
fcrent kinds of agriculture, are neceiTary fcen«s.of bu-^ 
finefs, and. give cmpl/ayment :to the greatcft part of « 
mankinds, ft w^ look into the brut6 creation, we find : 
all its individuals pngaged in a pajinful and iaboriousi • 
\w4y ofjife, taprooure a.neceffary fubfiftence for them-- 
feives> pr.tho& tliat growAip under them: The pre-* - 
fervatioH of. their. being js the whole bufinefs oi it : 
An idle man is therefore a monfter; in the creation %. 
att natme is»bufy .about Jiim; every animal he SctSf , 
re.pi;oaches him. Let fuch a man who lies as » burthen • 
or. dead. weight on the. fpeci ••, and contributes notiiing . 
either to the'riches-of .the commou wealth, or to the * 
inaintainancc of himfclf andiamily, qonfider that in- - 
ftinA *wi^b which Profidence .has.cndowed the ant»t 
ai^dby^which is, exhibit edari ^xampl^tof induftryto.^ 
rational' creatures. -^ Thi$ is^ict forth under man^ iur- - 
prifii^ ^Qftances. in.tbe|>ftper of yofterday, and m ihc*^ 
concliffipn 9f thati.narBative,-^hicn is as follow^^: 

<< Thu3 CIV an t&.' were, forced » to makQ.fhilt for a .* 
Iiirelihood,^oen I had ihut un die garret out of vhith ; • 
they ufed to fetch their .proviiions. . Atiafti being fen-. • 
£He that it would be -a long time before, they could •. 
dUcover: thfir&ialt heap of corn which I bad laid up for.- 
them, I rcfolved.to ihow it to them. . 
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" In order to know how far their induflry could 
feach, I contrived an expedient, which had good fuc- 
cefs. The thing will appear incredible to thofe who 
never conGdered that all animals of the fame kind) 
which form a fociety, are more knowing than others*. 
I took one of thelargefl ants and threw^ hex upon the 
fmall heap of wheat : She was fo glad to find herfelf 
at liberty, that flic ran away to her neft without carry* 
ing away a grain ; but fne obferved it : For in an: 
hour after, all my ants had notice given thenr of fuch 
a proviSon, and I faw moft of them, very hufy in car* 
Tying away the corn I had laid up in the room. I 
leave it to you to judge, whether it may not be faid^ 
that ' they have a particular way of communicating 
their knowledge to qne another ; for otherwife, how 
could they know, one or two hours after, that there 
was com in the»/.place i". It .was quickly exhaufledy 
and I put in snore, but in a fmall quantity, to know 
the true extent of their appetite or prodigious avarice ( 
for I make no doubt but they lay uo provifions againft: 
the winter : We read it . in holy icnpture ; a thou* 
iand experiments teach us the fari^e ; and I dp not be* 
lieve that any experiment has beeUvmade thatihowa 
the contrary, 

I have faid before, that there were thfee antsnefts in 
the box or Ptfr/^rr^, which foimed,if I may fay fo,th^e 
different cities, governed by the fame lau^Sjand obferv- 
kig Aie fame order, and the fame cuftoms. Hovi^ever^ 
there was this difference, that the inhabitants of one of 
thefe holes f-^emed to be more knowing and induflrious 
than their neighbours : The ants of that neft were dif- 
pofed in. better order ; their oorn was finer j they had a. 
greatet plenty of provifion^.; their neft was furniihed 
with more inhabitants, and they were bigger and 
ftronger ; it was the .principal' and capital nelt: : Nay, 
I obferved that tliofe ants were diftinguilhed from the 
reft, and had fome preeminence over th^jn* . 

Though the box full of earth where the ants hadi 
made their fettlement, was generally freie fromrain^ 
et it rained fometimes upon -it, when a certain wind 
i^w. It was. a great inconvenience for thofe infeflij^ : 
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Ants arc afraid of water ; and when they go a great 
way in queftof provifions, ami are fiiiprilcd bv the 
rain, thev flicker therafeivcs under fo(ne tile, or (ome- 
thing die, and do not conie out until the rain is o^er. 
The ants of the principal neft found out a wonderful 
expedient to keep out the rain : There was a fmall 
piece of flat ilate, which they laid aver the hole of 
their neft in the day time, when th^y forefaw it would 
rain, and almoft cverv night. Abbvc* fifty of tliefe 
little animals, efpecially of the ilrongeil, iurrouudcd 
that piece of flate, and drew it equally in wonderful 
order : Tney removed it in the morning ; and nothiag 
could be more curious than to fee thoie little animals 
about fuch a work. They had made the ground un- 
even about their neft, in fo much' tliat the flate did 
not lie flat upon it, but left a freepafllage undernesth* 
The ants- in the two otlier ncfts aid iiot fo wjell fuc- 
ceed in keeping out the rain : They laid over the hole 
feveral pfeces of old and dry plaiuer^ one upon the' 
other ; but they were ftitl troubled with the rain, and 
the next day. they took a world of pains to repair tlie 
damage. Hence it is, that thofe Uttle infe£ts are fo fre* 

J[ue»tTy|to be found under tiles, where they fettle them- 
elves to avoid the rain. ■ Their nefts are at all times 
covered with thofe tilesi without any incumbrance \ 
and they lay out their corn and dry earth in the fun, 
about the tiles^ as one may fee every day. I took 
care to cover the two ants nefts that were troubled 
with the rain ; as for tho capital neft, there was no 
need of exercidng my charity towards it* 

M. ^/ la Louheri fays, in hi^ relation of Siam, that itk 
t certain part of that kingdom^ which lies open tOf 
great inundations, all the ants make their fettlements 
upon the trees j no Ants nefts are to be feen any where 
Clfe. I need not infert, here what the author fays 
about thefe infe£ls ; you may fee his relation. 

Here follows a curious experiment which I made^ 
qpon the fame ground where I had three ants ncfts 5 
I undertook to make a fourth and went about it in thei 
following manner : In a corner of a kind of terrace, 
at a conuderable diftance fron\ the box^ I found a.holc^ 
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fwarming with ants, mucK larger than thofe I had 
already feen ; but thcf were not To well provided with 
corn, nor under fo good a government. I made a 
hole in the box like that of an ant*s neft, and laid, as 
it were tKe foundation of a new city : . Afterwards I 
got as many ants as I could out of the nelt in the ter- 
race, and ptft them into a bottle, to rive them a new 
habitation in my b^Jc ; and becaufe f was afraid they 
wouU return to thi? terrace, I deftroyed their old nett, 
pouring boiling water 'into the hole, to kill thofe ants 
that remained^ in it. Jn the next place, I filled the 
new hole with tfee ants that were ni the bottle ; but 
noric of them woul J (lay in it : They went away in 
lefs Aan two hours ; which made me believe that 
it wsis in^poilible to make a fourth fettlement in my 

Two or three days iafter going accidentally over the 
• tcftacc, I was very much furpriied to fee the ant's neft 
'which! had deftfoved, very artfully repaired. I re- 
folved then to deftrqy it entirely, and to fettle thofe 
ants in my box. To tuccced in my defign, I put fome 
brimftonc and gunpowder into their hole, and fprung a 
mine, whereby the. whole neft was Overthrown 5 and 
then I carried as many ants as I could get, into the 
pl^ce which I defigncd for them* It happened to be a 
very rainy day, and it rained all night, and therefore 
4hey remained in the new hol« all tnat time. In the 
morning, when the rain "was over, moft of them "went 
away to repair their old habitation ; but finding itim- 
pradicable, by reafon of the fmell of the brimftone 
and powder, which kills them, they came back again^ 
aod fettled in the: place I had appointed for them* 
They quickly grew acquainted with their neighbour^, 
and received from them all ma»ner of affiftancc out of 
Aeir holes : As for the infide^f thieir.neft, none but 
therafelves were concerned in'it, according to the invi- 
olable lawd eftabliflied among diofe animals. 

An ant never goes into any other ricft but her 
own ; and if ihe flioald venture to do it, (he would be 
turned out and feverely punrQied. I have often takea 
aa .aat outof one Qcft, and^put herinto another ^ bn^ 
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fbc quicklv came out, being warmly purfaed hrtwa 
OT three other ants. I tried the fame experiment fcv- 
'€ral times with the fame ant 5 but at laft the other 
ants grew impatient, and tore her to pieces. I havjc 
often frighted fome ants with my fingers, and purfu- 
ed them' as far as another hole, (lopping all the pafiages. 
to prevent their goiiig to their own neft : It was very 
natural for them to fly into the tiext hole. Many a 
man would not be fo cautious, and would throw him- 
felf out of the windows, or into a well, if he were 
purfued by aflaiBns ; but the ants I am fpeaking of> 
avoided going into any hole but theii^own, and rather 
tried all other ways of making their efcape. They 
never fled into another neft but at the laft extremity ; 
and Ibmetimes rather chofe to be taken, as I have of- 
ten experienced. It is therefore an inviolable cuftcm 
rfmong thcfe infefts, not to go into any other hole but 
their own. ^fhey do not exercife hofpitality; but 
ithey are very ready to help one another out of their 
holes. They put down their loads at the entrance of 
a neighboring neft ; and thofe that live in it carry 
them in. They keep up a fort of trade among them- 
fclves.; and it is not true, that thofe infcfts are not 
for lending : I Icnow the contrary y they lend their 
corn, Aey make exchanges, they are always reader to 
ferve one anotlier i and I can auure you, more time 
•axid patience would have enabled me to obferve a 
ihbuiand things more curious and wonderful thao what 
i have mentioned. For inftance, how they lend and 
recover their loans •, whether it be in the (amc quan- 
tity, or with ufury ; whether they pay the ftranjers 
.that work for them, &c. I do not think it impomble 
to examine all thofe things i and it would be a great 
curiofity to know by what maxims they govern them- 
felves : Perha^ (ucn a knowledge might be^of fome 
life -to ^s. • . ' 
. They are never attacked by any enemies in abody, 
as it i^ reported of htes : Their only fear ntoteeds 
from"birds,^hich fometimes eat their com, when' they 
lav it out in the fun 4 but they' keep it under ground 
wkeatkey are afraid ofthievea. It i(vfatd that fome 
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birds cat them ; but I never fa'^ any inftance of it. 
They are alfo infefted by fmall worms, but they tura 
them out and kill them. I obfcrved that they puriilh- 
ed thofe ants which probably had been wanting to 
their duty ; nay, fometimes they killed them, whicli 
they did m the following manner : Three or four ants 
fell upon one, aj^d pulled her feveral ways, ull (he was 
torn to pieces. Generally fpeaking, they live very 
quietly ; from whence I infer they nave a very feverc 
difcipline among them, to keep fo good an order j or 
that they are great lovers of peace, if they have no oo- 
cafion for any difcipline. 

"Was there ever a greater union in any common* 
-^v^ealth ? Every thing is common among them ; which 
is not to be fecn any where elfe« Bees, of which wc 
are told fuch wonderful things, have each of them a 
hole in their hives i their honey is their own ; every 
Bee minds her own concerns. The fame may be fail 
of all other animals. They frequently fight to de- 
prive one another of their portion. - It is not fo with 
ants : They have nothirig of their own : a grain of 
corn which an ant c'*Yries home, is depofited in a com- 
mon ftock -, it is not for her own ufe, but for the good 
of the whole community : There is no diftiniiion be- 
tween a private and a common intcreft ; an ant never 
works for Ixerfelf, but for the fociety. 

Whatever misfortune happens to them, their care 
and indullry find out a remedy for it ; nothing dif- 
courages them. If you deftroy their nefts, they will 
be repaired in two days : Anv body may fee how dif- 
ficult it is to .drive them out of their Jiabitations, with- 
out deftroj'ing the inhabitants •, for, as long as there 
are any left they will maintain their ground. I h^ 
alraoft forgot to tell you, t>ir, l:hat Mercury has hither- 
to proved mortal poifon- for them, and that it is the 
mod effeftiial way of deftroying tfefe in/cfts. I can 
do fomething tot them in thia cafe : Perhaps you may 
hiar in ^, little time, that I have reconciled them to 
Merturj^ 
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ANXIETIES. 


T muft he owned that fear is a very* powerful ^iC- 
ion, fince it is efteemed one of the greateft virtues to 
fubdue it : It beinjg ihiplanted in' us for our preferva- 
tton, it IS no woncfer ituickscldfe to xjli as long ^s we 
fcave any thing We are billing to preferve ; but as 'life 
and all its enjoyments would be fcarce worth the Leep- 
ing, if we were under a !>erpetual dread of lofing them, 
it IS the bufiftefs of religion and philofophy to free us 
from all unnecefTary anxieties, and direft our fear toit^ 
proper objoft. 

If we corifidcf the painfulnefs of thisvpaffipn, ancl 
iHe violent eiFefts it produces, w^ fliall fee Tiow dan'f- 
^erous it is to give \^ay to it upon flight occafions : 
Domq have frightened themfelves into niadnefs i oth- 
ers have given up their lives to thefe apprehenfions. 
The ft pry of a man who grew grey in the ^ace of oilfc 
night's anxiety is very famous. 

.0 nex f quam hn'ga is^ fua facts una finm f 

' A tedious night indeed,, that makes a young man 
bid. 

Thefe apprehenfions, if they; proceed frqrrt a con- 
icioufnefs of^guilt, are the fad warnings of reafon, and 
may excite our pity, but admit of no remedy. When 
the hand of the Ainjighty is vifibly lifted Againft the 
impious, the heart of mortal man cannot withftand 
]him. We have this paflion iublimcly repfefent^d th 
the punifliment of the Egyptians^ tormented with tlic 
plague of dafknefs, in the Jipocryfhal book of Wifitin^ 
afcribed tb Sol$mon, ** for when unrighteous men 
thought to opprefs the holy nation j they being fliut 
up in their houfes, prifoners of darkpefs, and fetter- 
ed with the bonds of a long night, la]j there exiled 
from the eternal Providence. For while they fup- 
pofed to lie hid in their . fecret fins, they were llcatter* 
ed under a dark veil of forgetfulncfs, being horribly 
^iftoniOied and troubled with ftrange apparitions-'F^r 
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wickednefs condemned by her own witnefs, is rerj 
timoTouS) and being^ opprefTed with confcience, zU 
ways forccafttf h grievous things. For fear is notb* 
ing elfe but a betraying of the fuccours which reafon 
ofiereth — ^For the whole world ftiined with clear Hght^ 
and none were hindered in their labour. Over them 
only Was fpread a heavy lights an image of that dark- 
nef^ which fhould afterwards receive them ^ but yet 
"were they unto themfelves more grievous than the 
darknefs. 

- To fear fo juftly grounded, no remedy can be pro- 
ofed *, but a man (who hath no great guilt hanging 
Jipbn his mind> who walks in the plain path of juUice 
and integrity^ and yet either by natural completions 
0t confirmed pipcjudices, or negled of feripus reflec<- 
lio99 fuffers himfelf to be moved by this abje£l and 
vnmanly palTion) would do well to confidcr, that there 
JS npthine which defcrves his fear, but that beneficenlt 
JBeing wiio is lus Friend, his Proteftor, his Father^ 
Were this one thoughjj .■ (^rongly fixed in the mind^ 
%]^t calamity Woulcf be dreadful i What load can in- 
.famylay upon us> when we are fure of theapprobar 
..tion of him who will repay the disgrace of a momtt^ 
with the glory of eternity r What iharpnefs is there 
in pain and difeafes, when they only haften us on to 
pleafures that will never fade ? What fting is in lieatb, 
when we are affured that it is only the beginning of 
life ? A man who lives fo as not to fear to die, is in- 
cpnliftent with himfelf, if he delivers himfelf up to any- 
incidental; anxiety. 

ThTe intrepidity of a juft and good man is fo nobly fe^ 
£oxth by Horaa^ that it cannot be too often repeate4*' 

Th man refilv^d awi fteady U his trufiy 

Infli»ibU tM ill ,. and ohftinattly jufi^ 

Mnv thtrud§raiSie-j infelence difpife^ 

^ieir fim/eh/s claMours and tumultuous cri€s _y 

^he tyrant's fitrcemfs he beguiles^ 

And the. ftern 6row, and. the harjh void defies ^ . 

jind njnitk fuperior greainsfs fmiles. 

Ji^jbi rough moUrlwind^bat 4ifif»^: 
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Adria*s Uackgulph^ and *vexes itnvith Jforms, ' '"* 

7/// ftuhhwrn 'virtue of his foul cmu move ; 

Net the red arm of angry Jove, •" 

That flings the thunder from tke Jkjy 

Jind gi*vej it rage to rodr^ and ftrength to ftf, 

.Should the nvkole frame 0/ nature round him bredk^ 
^ In ruin and io^ifufion hurl*d^ 

He unconcern d<would heur the mighty cracky 
And ftand fecure amid the falling ijuottd. 

■ The vanity of fear may be yet farther iiluilraced) if 
%irerefle(5, ' --"£ 

* 'firfl,^WhiLt wc fear may i>pt come to pafs*^ ISlo hu^ 
inari fcKcme can befo accurately projedlcd, but fomt 
little circiimftance intetvenidg, may fpoil it. He wko 
•dire<^6 the heart of man at his pleafutc, and under- 
itands the thoughts long before, may, by ten thoufand 
accidents, or an immediate change in the inclinations 
* of men, difconccrt the mod fubtle projefts, and turn 
It to the benefit of his owrifri^ahts. 
" In the next place we flife^ld itdrifidet,- though thfe 
evil we imagine fhould- come to pafs, it mJ^y be mueh 
inore fuppottabic than it feemed to be. As there is 
ti6 profperous ftate of life without its calamities, To 
there is no adverfity without its benefits. *• Aflc* the 
grearand powerful, if they do not feel the- pangs of 
envy and ambition. Inquire of the poor and needy^ 
if tney have not tailed the fweets or quiet and co»- 
teritmejrit. Even under the pains of body, the infidel- 
ity of friends, or the milconftrudlions put upon our 
laudable aftions, our minds (when for tome time ac- 
cuftomed to thefc preffurcs) arefenfibleof fecretflow- 
ings of comfort, the prefent reward of a pious rcCg- 
nation. The evils of this life appear like rocks and 
precipices, rugged and barren at a diftance 5. but at 
our nearer approach we find little fruitful fpots and 
refrefhing fprmgs, mixed with the harfhnefs and de- 
formities of nature. 

In the laft place, we may conifort purfelves with 
this confideration, that, as the thing feared may not 
reach us^ fo we may not reach what we fear. Cur 
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s may not extend to that dreadful pointiwhich y^c • 
Have in view. He who knows all ouri failings, and> 
vriU not fuiFer us to be tempted beyond our drength, . 
is often pleafed in his tender fevcritv^ to feparate the 
foul from its body and nuferies togetner. 

If we loot forward to him for help, we fliall never * 
be in danger of falling down thcfe precipices, which -. 
OUT imagmation is apt to create. Like thofe who ^ 
walk uptn a line, if we keep out eye fixed upon one 
Jjoint, we may. ftep forward ftcurely 5 . whereas an im- 
-prudent or: cow^tdly glance on cither fide will infalli- - 
wy deftroy us. 

SPEfCTATOR, Vol. VIIIJ No. ^15. . 
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T a littje diftance from Sir Roger\i houfe, amoR^: 
the ruins of an old Abbey, there is a lon^r v»ralk of-^g- 
ed elms, which are fliotup fo very high) that when 
one pafies under them, the rooks and crows that reft 
upon the tops of them feem to-be, cajrinc ui another 
'region., lam very, much delighted with this fort of 
noife, which I'co^iuder as a kjLndof. nat.ural prayer to 
that Being who fupplies the w^nts of his whole crea- 
tion, and who, in the beautiful language of the Pfolms^ .. 
f eedeth the young, ravens that caU upon him* I Jike 
this retirement the better* becaufi^ oj an ill report it 
Iks under of bcin^; kaufftedi for.which reafon fasl! 
have. been told by the family) no living creature walks 
is it befides the chaplain.^ My good frienditbc butler 
^efired me, with-a grave face, not to yentuve^ '"yfel f 
in it after fuju-fet, for- that one of the footmen 'had 
been abnoft frightened oui of his wits -by^ a fpirit ' that 
appeared tp him in the ihape of a <bIiickhorfe without a 
fe^^i S^ which he.added^ about a month ago, one of. 
.the inai(U coming home late that way with a pail ofi' 
milk on h^ he^d, beard fiush a xuftling among^the bufi^^Nt- 
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I was taking a walk in this place laft nighty between 
the hours of nine and ten, and could not bnt fancy it 
CDC of the mod proper fcencs in the world for a gnoft 
to appear in. The ruins of the abbev are fcattered 
up and down on every fide, and halt covered with 
ivy and elder bufhes, the harbours of feveral folitary 
birds, which fcklom make their appearance tiJl the- 
duflc of the evening. The place was formerly a 
church-yard, and has ftill feveral marks in it of 
graves and tomb-fl ones. There is fuch an echo 
among the old ruing and walks, that if you (lamp bat 
a little louder than ordinary, you hear the found re- 
peated. At the fame time the walk of elms, with the 
-croaking of the ravens, which from time to time arc 
heard from the tops of them, look exceedingly fol-^ 
•cmn and venerable. fhefe objefls naturally raifc 
^crioufnefs and attention ; and when tifght heightens 
the awfulnefs of the place, and pours out her fupernu- 
merary horrors upon every thing in it,. I do not at all 
ivonder that weak minds nil it with fpedres and ap« 
patitions. 

Mr. LacU, in his chapter of the aflfociation of iVm/, 
has very curious remarks to (hew how by the prejudice 
of education ^f\e idea often introduces into the mind 
d whole fet that bear no refemblance to one another 
in ^he nature of things. An.ong feveral examples of 
this kind, he produces the following inilance : TU- 
ideas rf gcUins and Jp^ig^i^ ha%>e t tally %o meri lo d9 *with 
iafkntjs than light : Tii lit tut a foilijhmaid incuUaU ihtjt 
0ft tn M thi mind.^f « thildt and raije them then iigethfr, 
ftffihly he Jbedl ne<ier he ukle to Jeparate them again fi. 
iofig as he livts ; hut Matkntjs Jhail e%er after^Atordi hrhg 
mt}ith it. thfe frightful ideas ^ and thy fball ie fo joiuetl, that 
ke can no more hevr the one than the other. As 1 was wa)k<» 
ing in this, iblitudc, where the duik of the evening 
confpired with fo many other occafions of tenor, I 
obferved a cow grazing not far from me, which an im- 
agination that, was apt to ftartle might eafily have con- 
ftrued ioto a black horfe without a head ; and I dare 
fey the poor footmaft Iq& bk wits upon foawc fudk 
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My friend Sir R^tr has often told me, with a great 
deal of mirths that at his firil coming to his eflate he 
found three parts of his houfe aknoft yielefs ^ that 
the beft room in it had ihe reputation of being haun^ 
ted, and by that means wras locked up \. that nolfes 
had b^en heard in his long gallery, lo that he could 
not get a fervant to enter into it after eight o'clock at 
night ; that the door of one of his chambers was nail- 
ed up, becaufe there went a ftory in the family, that a. 
Butler formerly had hanged himfelf in it, and that 
his mother, who lived to a great age, had ihut up half 
the rooms in the kou-fe, in which either her hufband^ 
a fon, or slaughter, had died. The knight, feeing his 
habitation reduced to fi> fmall* a compafs, and hinr- 
felf in a manner fbut.out of his own houfe, upon 
the death of his mother ordered all the apartments to* 
be flung open, and ixmrcifd by his^ chaplain, who lay 
in every toona one after another, atid oy that means- 
dillipated thft fears which ii^ fo long reigned in tlie 
family. . 

I mouild not have been thu^ particular upoti thefe 
. Tidiculous horrorsjt did I not find them fo very much 

ffevail in all parts of the country.. At the fame time,» 
think a perfon who is. thus terrified with the ima« 

. ginaition or ghofts and fp^dires much more reafonablc 
than, one who, contrary to the reports of all hiftorians,. 
fecred ajud profane,, ancient and modern,, and to the 
txaditionsorall nations, thinks the appearance of fpir*- 
ks &buloas and groundle fs. Could not I give my felf 

• up to this, general teftimony of mankind, [ ihould' 

■ to the relation o£ particular jpcrfons now living, and* 
whom. I cannot diftruft in other matters of fad. I 
might here- add, that not only the hiftoriaris, to whom^ 
vre may join the poets, but likewifa the philofophers- 

. ef antiquity have favoured this opinion; Lucres 
tiu$ Mmtelf though by the courfe of his philofophy ho: 

. ivas obliged to maintain* that the foutdidnotexiitfcp- 
arate frpm the body, makes no doubt of the reality of 
appasitkms,^ and that men^hav^ often appeared aftcrr 
tneir death, Thii I thiak very remarkable j he was 
ibgreififid with the matter o^faift. whi«h«be conid-n^ 
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kare the confidence to dcny^ that he was forced to ac-*- 
count for it by one of the mod nbfurdj^-unphilofophi • 
cal notions that was ev-efftarted. He tells nsi that 
the furfacesof all bodies are perpetually flying off 
from tfieir refoediive bodies, one afttr another ; and 
that thofe furiace$>;Or.thin cafes, that included each 
other whilft they, were joined^ in ths bcd^, like the 
coats of an oniony are fomettmes feen entire wbeft 
they are feparated from it 5 by which means we often • 
behold the ibanes and ihadows of perfons* who' are ei-- 
ther dead or abfent* 

I flmlL difmiffr this paper with a (lory out oinjofi-^ 
fhui^ not fo tnach for the fake of ^ the (lory itfelf , as iovs 
the moral refiediions with which the auttror concludes 
it, and whkh I Iball here fst^down in his. ow«n words.- 
Clapkyra^ the daughter.of king\^rr>&iriW} after the death' 
of her two^firft huibands, (being married to a third,, 
who was brother to her firft huibdnd, and {o paflion— 
ately in Jove with: her that* he turned o^.IIjs former* 
wife to make room .for this marriage) /had a very odd 
kindiof dream-.. She fancied that fhe faw her firft 'hiif-- 
hand coming towards her, and that (he embraced hito': 
with great tender nefs'^.. when, in the midft of tht' 
pleafurc which (he wpreffcd at the fightof him,,he «-- 
piroachedher. after me fotTowicg manner : GUplyr^,* 
fays he,- tliou haft made good the old faying^ that wo* 
men are not to be tn»ftcd. Was I not the^nHifband ofi 
thy virginity ? Have I not children by thee i How- 
couldft thoa forget our lovesfo f«r:as-to en'ter in^ ^* 
ftcond marriage, and; after that, into a third ; ndj^ta* 
take for thy^hufttand' a Bftair who has fo Oiameluily' 
crept into the bed of; his brother ? However, for the 
fake of ouTJpaftiloves^'Itihall ifree thee from thy prefect «. 
reproach^. and make thee naine forovdr. Gl^f/^i^toid^ 
. this .dream ,to fevoral women of hermcquaintanae, add^ 
died foon aften • I thought' this ftory might not* be * 
. imfp^rtin^it m: this place, . .wherein , I fpeak;^of <hofe * 
kiQgs *9 . bafides xhatlhe. examole deierves^o bb taken?' 
•notice, ol^ as it contaisis a^*.moA'Gertaii^ j^oef eSi the ' 
;tmn»Qrt|iiity of the fovd^.and.ofrDiyineProvideiice» If^ 
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liis own opinion himfcJf, but let him not diflurb the 
opinion of others, who by inftances of ftiis nature zT€ 
excited to the ftudy of virtue. 

Spectator, VoL II. No. i lo. L.' 
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'HREMYLUS, who was an old and good man, 
and withall exceeding poor, being defirons to leave fome 
riches to his fon, confults the Oracle of JpoIJo upon the 
fubje^l:. The Oracle bids him follow the fird man he 
fhould fee upon' his going out of the temple. The per- 
{on he chanced to fee, was, to appearance, an old for« 
did' blind man ; but upon his following him from 
place to place, he at kft found by his owa confeiCon, 
that he was Plutusy the God of Riches, and that he was 
juft come out of the houfe of a mifer. Plutus farther 
taJd him, that when he was a boy he lifed to declare, 
that as foon'as he caitieto age he would diftribute 
wealth ' to none but virtuous and jud men ; upon 
which 7»/«*'^» confideri»*g the pernicious confequences 
of fuch a refoltttion, took his fight away from him, 
%nd]eh hkn to ftroll about in the world rn the blind 
condition wherein Chremyluj beheld him. With much 
ado Cbremyluj prevailed with him to go to his houfe, 
'Where he met ?n old woman in a tattered raiment, 
'^ho had been his gueft for many years, and whofe 
name was P^^erty. The old woman lefufing to turn 
out fo eafily as he would have her, he threatened not 
cttilr to banifh her his own houfe, but out of all Gretcey 
if ine made any more words upon the matter. Pov* 
ertj^ on this occaGon, pleads her own caufe very nota- 
bly, and reprefents to her old landlord, that, fhould 
ihe be drivcrt out of the country, all their trades, arts 
and fcicnces would be driven out with her ; and that 
if every one was rich, they would never be fupplied 
with tnofe pomps, ornaments, and convetiiences of 
life which made riches defirable. She likewife repre*- 
fented to him the feveral advantages (he beitowed up- 
on her YOtaiics in regard to their Oiape, their hcaltji, 
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•nd thetf a£Hvitj, hj preferving them fromgoal9|L 
dropfies, unwieidine{sy and intemperance. But, whatr 
ever fhe had to by 'for hcrfelf, uie was at lail foicec^ 
to troop off. 

Ormf/v/immediatetv confidered how he might reftorc 
Piutus to his fight, and, in order to it, conveyed him 
to the temple of JBfiuiapius, who was famous for cures 
and miracles of this nature. By this means the deity 
recovered his e ^es, and began to make a right ufe o( 
them, Ky'enriching every one that was diltiuguiibed 
by piety' towards the gods> and juilice towards men i 
and at the fame time by taking away his gilts fron^ 
the impious and undefervihg. This produced fever^t 
merry inftances, till in the lafl att Mercuty defcend$ 
with great complaints from the gods> that fince the 
good men were grown rich they had received no t^. 
crifices; which is confirmed by a prieft of Jnfftin^ 
who enters with a remonftrancej that fiqce this late 
innovation he was reduced .to a ftnrviag conditioQ^ 
and could not live upon his ofl^cc. Cbrm^^im^^ whoiiQb 
die beginning of the play was religious in his poverty^ 
concludes it with a propofal winch was rehihed by att 
the good men who were now grown ticH^as well an 
himfclf, that the^r fhould carry Plutus in a proceffion Xgy 
the temple, and inftall him in the place oi JupUtr. 

This allegory inftruAedthe Athenhntvh, two points s 
firil, as it vindicated the condu^ of Providence in 
its ordinary diftributions of wealth : and in thenei^ 
place^ as it (howed the great tendency of ricbeft to 
corrupt the morals of thofe who poiiejQ^d them. 
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am now in the fixty-fifth year ot my age, wA hav-. 
^ ing been th? greater part of my days a man of pleafare», 
the decay of my faculties is a ftagnatipn gf my life. 
But how is it, Sir, that my appetites are increafed up- 
on me with the lofs of power to gratify them ? \ 
ti^Tiie thisj like a criminalji to warn people to eattr u^*^ 
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on Vhat reformation they pleafc to make in them- 
fclves in their youth, and not expcft they fliall be ca- 
ipable of it from a fond opinion fome have often in 
their mouths, that if we do not leave our defires they 
5iirill leav^ us.' )t is far ptherwife ; I am now as vain 
in my drefs, and as flippant if I fee a pretty woman^ 
as when in fny youth 1 ftood upon a bench m the pit 
to furvey xht whole circle of beauties* The folly i$ 
to extravagarit with me, and I went on with fo little 
c^eck of my defires oi refignation of them, that I can 
siff^H you, 1 verv often, merely to entertain my own 
thoughts, fit with my fpeftacles on, writing love let- 
ters to the beauties that have been long fince in their 
graves. . This is to warm my heart with the faint 
jmemory of delights which were once agreeable to 
mc \ but how much happier would my life have been 
now, if I couM have looked back on any worthy ac- 
tiouxlone for my country ; if 1 had laid out that which 
I profufed in luxury and wantonnefs, in afts of gene- , 
rofity^ and charity ? I have lived a bachelor to tills 
Say ^ and ihftead of a numerous offspring, with which 
in the regular ways of life I might poffibly .have de- 
lighted myfelf, I have only to amufe myfelf with the 
i'^petition of old ftories and jntrigucs, which no one 
will believe I ever was concerned in. I, do not knov 
whether you have ever treated of it or not ; but yott 
taiinot fall on a better fubje£i, than that of the art of 
growing old. In fuch a lefture you muft propofe^ 
that no one fet his heart upon what is tranfient \ that 
beauty grows wrinkled while we are yet gazing at 
her. The witty man finks into an humourilt imper- 
C42ptibly, for want of refleAing that all things around 
him arc in a flux, and continually changing. Thus he 
is in the fpace of ten or fifteen years furrounded by a 
new fet of people, whofe manners are as natural to 
them as his* delight^ method of chinking. and mode of 
filing, were formerly to him and his frifends : but the. 
fnif chief is, he looks upon the fame kind of efro« 
•which he nimfelf wa^ guilty of, with an eye of Ccorrt, 
ated Vith that fort of ill-will which men entertain 
-igiin/fl; each other for dife^ent opinioas. Thu«^^ 


)•» ADD1SC»flAN MKCELLAKY. 

I « ■• * • «■ • 

I 

crazy conftitution^ and an uneafy min4 is frietted with 
vexatious paffions, for young men's doin^ foolilhly 
what it is foily to do at all. IDear Sir, this is my pre* 
fent (late of mind j I hate ^ thofe I Ihould laugh at, 
and envy thofe I contemji. The time of youth and 
vigorous manhood, pafled the way in which I have 
dilpofed of it, is attended with thele confeq'uences ; but 
to thofe who live and pafs away time as they ought, 
all parts of it are equally pleafant .; only • the memory 
of good and worthy aftions, is a feaft which muU 
give a quicker relifh to the foul than ever it could tafte 
m the h^heft enjoyments or jollities of youth. As 
for me, if I fit down in my great chair, and begin to 

{)6nder, the vagaries of a child are not more ridicu* 
ous than the circumilances which arc heaped up in 
my memory 5 fine gowns, country dances, ends of 
tunes, interrupted converfations, and midnight quar- 
rels, are what muft necefiarily compofe my foliloquy. 
I begof jou to print this, -that iome ladies of my ac- 
guaintancc and my years, may be perfuaded to wear 
warm night-caps this cold leafon ; and that my old 
friend Jack 1 awdry may buy him a cane, and not 
creep with the air of ftrut. 1 inuft add to all this, 
that If it were not for one pleafurc, which I thought a 
very mean one till of very late years, 1 fhould have no 
great fatisfaSion left ; but if I live to the loth of 
March, 1 7 14, and all my fecutities are good, I ihall 
be worth fifty thoufand pounds. 
, 1 am, Sfr^ 

Tour mtift humhU Servant f 

JACK AFTERDAY- 
r Spectator, Vol. IV. No. 260. T. 

Nature has implanted in us two very (Irong de" 
fires, hunger for the prcfervation of the individual* 
and luft for the fupport of the fpecies : or, to fpeak 
more inte^igiWy^ the former to conthiue our own 
perfons, and the. latter to ' introduce others into the 
.wrorld. According as men behave tbcmfelvcs with 
^regard to thefc appetites, they arc above or below the 
beafts of the field, which are incited by them without 
iPhoice or reflexion. But reafpnable ^creatures cor« 


coireft theft mcealives, w4 impr % them into 
dlegant motives ^friexxcUkip and foci y. It is chief-, 
iy uom this homely foundation, that . w are under the 
tieceffity of feeking for the agreeable companion and 
%he honourable mtftrefs. By this cultivation of art 
and reafpn, our wants are made pleafures, and the 
gratification of pur defires, under proper reftri£lions, 
a.'work no way beipw our nobleft faculties. The. 
wifeft man may maintain his chara&er, and yet con«- 
iider in what manner he fhall beft entertain his friend^ 
cff divert his miftrefs : nay, it is fo far from being a. 
'derogation to him, that he can in jk> other indance 
(bow io true a tafle of his life or his fortune. What 
•<X>ncems o«ie of the above-mentioned appetites, as it is( 
^evated ioto love^ I ihall hav.e abundant occaiion to 
tfifcpurfeof, before I have provided for the mimber* 
•Ids crowd of damfels I haye, propofed to take care of. 
The fubjedi of the prefent paper fiiali be that part o£ 
fociety which owes its beginning to tfie common ne- 
ceffity of hunger. When that is confideredas the 
¥uppost of our oeing, we may take it under the fame 
head, durft alfo ; otherwife> when we ate purfiiiug 
ttkc ^-uttoa, the drunkard may make his efcape. «The 
choice of our diet and -out companions at it, feems to 
f onfift in that which contributes moft to cheerfulnefs^ 
^md rcfrefhmeat .; an4 tbefearebeftconfulted by. iim« 
^icity in the food, and fincev if y in the company. ,B|; 
this rule are, in the firft place, excluded from pre« 
s|£nce to happinefsj all meals of ilate and ceremony^ 
^hicH ai^e performed in dumb iiiow and creedy fulki* 
nefs. At the boards of the great, they ^y, you ihal|. 
have a nurxiber attentting with .as good habits aq(| 
countenances as th^ guefts > ^^hiich only circunpftanc^ 
inu^ d^ftyoy 4ic wbplcpl^fure of t^ic repaft, ; For if 
iuch ^ttenjdants.are introduced for th^ dignity of theic 
- eppea^ncej mod^d minds are fliQcked by cbnfideriQg 
fnem as fpefiators $ orelfe look upbn ttiem as fc<|uaj§| 
ioT whole fervitude they are in a ki^d of fuffering« 
||: niay b^h^re added, tnaith^ fampi|:i|ious Cde^bparlp^ 
to an ingenk>u^ eye ha$ more ther^br of ^a afaaT*t]^;|^ 
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:^t meals is> where the bottle is plied without being- 
Cilled for, where humour takes place of appetite, and 
the good companj' are too dull or too nttrrj to knovr 
any enjoyment 0/ their fenfes. 

Though this part of time is abfolutely ticceflary to 
fuflain Ht>, it ynuft alfo be confidered, that life itfeJf 
18 to the endlefs being of man but what a tneal is to 
this life, not valuable for itfelf,;bttt fox the piirpofe of 
it. If there be any truth in this,, the expence of many 
hours this way is fonyewhat unacc<)untable 5 arid pla- 
cing much thought either in too great fumptuoufne/s 
and elegance in this matter, or wallowing in noife or 
riot at it, are both, though not equally, unaccountable, • 
I, have often confidered thcfe different people with ve* 
/ry great attention, and always fpeak of them with the 
diftmif^ion of the Eaters ttiA Swallowers. The Eat^ 
crs facrifice all their fenfes arid upderftanding to thia 
ap^pctite : The Swallowers hurry themfelVes out of 
both, without pleafing this or any other appetite at 
all. The latter arc improved brutes ; the former de- 
generated men. I have fometimes thought it would 
not be improper to add to my dead and living men, 
perlons in an intermediate ftate qfhuniianity, under 
the appellation of doiers. The dozers are afe^, who,* 
iiifteaaof keeping their appetites in fubje6^ion, live in 
fubjeSion to the'm : nay, they are fo truly flaves t^ 
Aem, that they keen at too great a diftance *ver t# 
come into their prelerice: Within my own acquaints 
ance, I know thofc tbat I dare fay have forgot' tlwit thet 
^ver were hungry, and are lio lefs ftrangers to thirfc 
ind wearinefs ; who are beholden to fauces ^r their 
lood, iand to their food for the?r wearinefs. 
* I have 'often wqridered, confidering the excellent 
and choice fpirits that we haye among our divines, that 
they ^ not ^hink of .putting vicious habits into a mote 
COritemptibie and Unlovely figurfe than thicy do at pre-» 
fcttt ; io many men bf»wit and fpiritj a« there 2tc in 
fjji^rcd orders, have it their, power. to ^ake the.fafiiioa 
of tlieMr fide. The leader* in human ibclety are mote 
€!R^tially prevailed lipori this way than can be e(tOf 
Ai^^iaett. Ihav^ Ihor^'tl^ii onemi'hijjffi^ughe^lft^ 
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pable of doiogthis againft all the oppoiitlou of the 
mod witty as well as the moft voluptuous. There 
may ho, poflibly more acceptable fubje£ls, but fur^ 
there are none more ufcful. It is vifible, that thougk 
Oieii^^s fdrtunesi circiimftances, and pleafures^ give 
them prepofl';iffion« too ftrong to regard any mention 
either of pmiiflunents or rewards^ they will liften to 
what makes them incohfiderable or mean ib the ima" 
giiution of others, and by degrees in their own. 

It is certain fuch topics are to be touched upon, in 
die light we mean, only by men of the moft conftintw 
mate prudence, as well as excellent wit : For thefe 
difcourfcs are to be made (if made to run hito exam- 
ple) before fuch as*have their thoughts more intert 
upon the propriety than the reafon of the difcourfe. 
"What indeed leads me into this way o/ thinking i^, 
that the lall thing I read, was a fermon of the learnert 
Dr. Sou/hy upon the aoofi ef pleafmntnefs. This adm:7 
rabiv^ difcourfe was made>at court, where the preach-* 
er was too wik a man not to'believe, the greateft ar* 
gumcnt in that place, againft the pleafures th^n^ ia 
vogue, mud be,' that they loft greater pleafures by 
profecutlng the courfe they v^ere in. The charming 
difcourfe has iii it whatever wit or wxfdom can purto- 

f ether. This gentleman has a talent of making aii 
Is faculties bear, to the ^reat. end of his hallowedi^ 
profeflion. Happy genius I He Is the betttr man for 
being a wit. The'beft way to praife this author, is to 
quote him •, and'Lthink I may dfefy »ny man to fay a 
greater thing of him or his ability, than that rfiere 
axe no paragraphs in the whok difGOurfc I fpcak of, • 
below thefe which follow. 

After having recommended the fatisfadion of the 
xnind^ and the pleafurc of oonfcience, heproc;:cds : 

j^n ennoiling prtferiy of it is^ that it is fuch a pUafure cs ' 
never Jatiates »r wearies ; for it propirfy ^ffttti tht fpirii^ ■ 
and a/pirit feels no nx.earittefsf, etj being * privilege J from the ' 
■caufes of it- But can the Epicure fay fo of any. cf^ he pfea^ 
fures that he fo mmh dates upon? Dp. they not expire 'uihile 
tbeffatisfy^ andy after afei^ minutes refrejhme.fy ditermine ' 
in loathi tg and U'-rAiitp^fs ? How part ts . iM duljurxi^. l^- 


iivun a phAjure and a hurdin I Ho<m hdifiemMt the tfutt' 
ft hn from one to the other ! Phafun dv ells no knger i^m the 
mffetite than the neckties of n^^iure^ ^vhuS are qtkicklj and 
tu^y provided for ; and then all that folhnini it a lead and em 
i^ptefpon, E^ery merfd to a fatisfied hunger^ is onfy a neio 
lahomr t^ a tired digefi'ion\ e<u^fy dranght to bim that hoe 
fuetnhed his ihirfi^ is hut a further j^enthpig of nature^ and a 
frefuifion for rheum and difeafes i-a dro^xningef the quicknefi 
madaeiimity efthefpirits* 

He that prolongs his meals, andfacrifiKet his time as njuett 

. jm his conveniences to his luxuty^ how quick ly does he oust fit his 
fleafiirei And then^ how is all the follonuing time befimoed 
upon ceremony andfufjeit ! Till at lengthy after a long fatigue 
ef eating and drinking t and babbling t he concludes the great 
nsjork of dining genteelly^ and fo makes afiyift to rife ftom ta* 
hie, that he may lie down upon his bed % nxihert^ after he has 
Jlept himfelf into fome ujecfhimfelf'hyfnucii ado he fl aggers to 
his table agatn^ and there aBs over the fame hrutijh fcene : fo 
ihathepoffcs his nahole life in a.dcztd condition^ between Jkep^ 

. ing and tvaking, ivith a kind ef drowfinefs and confufion upon 
his fenfeSi tsthich^' fwhat pleajure it can be^ is haret to conceive ; 
all that is of it dwells upon the tip of his tongue^ and ixithin 
the compafs of his palate. A vaorthy pri^efor a man to pwr* 
khaje ixith the lofs of his timey his redfon and himfelf I 

Tatler, Vol. IV. No. 205. 
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have roften woridered that the J/wxfliouId coa- 
tnve fiich a worthlcfs greatnefs tor the deliverer 
nrhooi they expe£ied, as to drefs him up in external 
pomp and pageantry, and reprefent him to their ima- 
gination as making havock of his creatures, and add- 
ing with the poor ambiton of a C^efr or an Ale»aneUr„ 
How much more illuflrious doth he appear in his real 
charadier, when confidered as the author of univcr- 
fal benevolence among men, as refining our paffions^ 
exalting' ouf nature, giving us vaft ideas of immoriali* 
ty, and teaching us a contemrpt of tbat little fliowy 
grandeur wherein the Jeive made the glory of the 
MeffiaktoQOf)!^^* 
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: Nothing (fays Ltnginus) can hi- greats iht eenumft • 
of'vohi^h is gK€ai* The pofisffion of wealth and richcfi ; 
Qea-40t give a- man a titk to gwatnefs^* bccaufc it is . 
looked upon as a grisatnefs of raind to contemn thcfe 
gifts of fortune, and to-be above the defire of ^hem* 
I have been therefore inclined to think, ttiat there are 
greater men who lie concealed among the fpecies» than - 
thofe who coQie cut and draw Aipon themfelves the eye 
and admiration of mankind. AVc^f/- would never have 
been heard ofj hiVd not hisdoirieftic misfortunes driven 
him out of his obfcurity^and brought him to Rfftnr*, 

If we fuppofe that there ai« fpirits or angels who • 
look into the ways of men, as it is hi^ly. probable * 
there are, both from reafon and revelation,- how- dif- 
ferent are thendtions which they entertain of us, from t 
thofe wb.'ch we are apt to form of one another ! Were 
they to give .us : their tatalogue.of fuch worthies as - 
are nov^Uvtng^. how .different wo^klr iti>e ftom^ that : 
which any of our fpecies would dtaw up \ 

We are daazled withthefplendour or titles-j-theof- • 
tcntation of learning, the noife of viftories. They, on 
the contrary, fee mt philofopher in the cottage, who * 
pofleiTes his foul in:patience and thankfulnefs, under 
the prriTures of what little minds call poverty and dif- 
tr.efs. They do not look-for great men at the head. -. 
of armies, or among the pomps of thi^ court, butofteit i 
find them out in fliade&*a»d Ic^itudes^" Jri the 4fivate 
walks and by-paths of ^ife-^ The eyejiing/s waljc of a 
wife marf is more illuftridua In their: fight, than the 
march of 4 General at the head of; ;an hundred thon- 
fand men. . A contemplation of GodV. works ;, a vol* - 

untary a£l ofjuftice to our own detriment j « gene- 
rous concern tor the good of n\ankiiid f.teaH that are 
fhed in filcncc forthfe raifery of others ; ^a privaW de- 
fire oCreferit mem broken and fuhdued \ . iri fhort, an 
unfeigned cxcrcife qf humility, or a^y other vfrtue 5 . 
aare fuch a^ons air ate glorious in theivifight,^ and det* - 
iiominate men great and reputablcSi . iTie mbft* fsK- 
niQus among us are often. looked upon wKtHjiity,^ 
with CQUtempt^ or \irith indignation \ while thofe wh^^^ 
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an mod obfcare among their own fpecies, ate re^ 
garded with love, with approbatioo and efteem; 

The moral of the prsient applicatien amounts to 
this> that we ihcmki not b^ led away bv the cenfure 
and applaufe of men, but conCder the ngure that eve<» 
ry perfon ¥^ll make at that time when wifdom (hail 
be juftified of her children, and nothing pafs for great 
or lilaftrious, which is not an om^ament and perfec«> 
tion to. human nature. 

The (lory of Gjges,, the rich Irjr^/tfs monarch, is a 
memorable inftaace to our prefent purpofe. The 
oracle being afked by Qr^/, who was the happieft mant 
replied, AgUus. Gyges^ who expe^ed to have heard 
iumfelf named upon this occafion, was much furpri- 
fed, and very curious to^now who this AgUui fliould 
be« After much ilii^uiry, he was found to be an 
cbfcure countryman, who employed aU his time in 
^tivuting ^garden^ and a few acres of ground about 
hishoufe. ... 

C^juit/4 agreeable relation, of thi^ ttotf^ tbaH tlofe 
this day's fpeculation^ 

' TBui Aghriis, (a maw wvhtdtum f9> m$Uy 
But tbi gpdf. knew , and therefin l^d ki>9 iSintJ; 
t, . , TJmsb'u*d9£fiuivfy,f^tMfwi/iouta.»ame, 

,Ag\iiu^fjuw.€0ftjSgH*d'i*'e^f^la/fam*!^ 

t'Jjtr Oyg€Stttt0 rkt kiftj^f «//cW arndgprnt^. 

^ fuf^d ah v^ Apollp*^ D€JpiKic.^f 
fre/umkd if. aj^ Othet^ tht.wMf 'wtrl^s ife^ 
Zit^ft' tb9uanM9thathafpiiPhth^ Ij 
S'he god^ *who/€om*d tf flatter «m», ^f^t^d^ 
hf^^v%Mfl^ is.. AaGygcs ayy^ 

,in'i^p* i/udragey *aih ra9 /W Aglaus ht 9^- 

JVi<vt h$ardai . et »fn» fitfkkiM^ as. kthr 
4ndtrueit mtai, tkreagktk tiMe uufik^ r0§f$ , 
Ho king ofjutkanamti «w4ist9 hefvamdx 
Isfome old hero of tbat^iamiMiive^ ' 
Wr§ hh isgkraiLe.ii9es/^§m tk^^df-dMvff" 
h^^^nuMghty Qen*mhwjk» imsJ^oM, 
trondert in fight ^ and godlike hin^mrsiuMm A: 

Si ltjm$ matt »/ 1#^/^ ^»§M hJedi^H i: 
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i^Mnr, tiMtrftbtJe ; ivbi mjv thh Aglaiis k f 

Afttr hng ftarch^ and n>mit tM^Mtria faft, 

Ih an ^tjimre Arcadian <i«/r at Uft^ 

(Ih^ hxcSiiA^liUfe has always Jbadj hnn ) 

A/tfrSapho's tvusn^ ('which ht hut MKt. had /tin) 

This AglaiiSf w^# Monardf^s ttttjy driw^ 

Whdjt happinefs the gods find 'wiMjt f] 

This mighty h^2tu& nsias Uh*ritigfiumd^ 

With his »!**« hands^ in hiso-wn iittUgramui*^, 

Sdj Gracioui God, (if it may Unwfkl 5, 

Among thofefoolijb gods to mention theo} 

So lit nu^aSy onjuch a fri^ssntg.fimgo^ 

Tht laft duU /cents of mep declining age \ . 

Jfterlong toils and moy ages in vain^ 

This quiet port lot my tofs\d vejfel gain ; 

Of heavenly refi this eameft to me h»dy 

Let ny lijejleef, and learn to love her end* . 

Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. 610. 
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JljLaVING conveyed :iny reader intothe fairy or- 
paftorallaDil, and informed him wh^t manner or life 
the inhabitants of that region leadi^ I (half is this day's 
^per^rehim fome marks whereby he nny difcover 
whether he is impofed upon by thote vrhb pretend to 
be of that country- ; or, in other words> what are the 
€hara£lerH6cs^c^a>ttue i^r^A^/inf.^ 

From the foregoing account of the paftoral life, yf^ 
may difco«er,,thatj[im^city is nece&ry in the char- 
after o£ Ibephods. Thekr minds ^rnnft be t fuppofed 
£> rude and ttncultirated>.jdiat«tMrtbing; but what ia; 
fdain and^ unafiedb^i^c«nn^ome * frim theaft. Never- - 
thekis. W9 are iiot^obtig[ed.io ipep^ient them dull and 
ftupidy. fince fine f|iiKit»- were undoubted!}^, in die 
worldbefore arts wese jinvented^o . polifli' jmd .adorn 
dienu W!b may thcxefiare introduce them with good 
ftnfet and even: wMfr wtt^ provided ; their: manner c|£ 
dufdung be n«ife.too g^Uantc or refined : for all< men^ 
bolk^ t& rude and ^^e» thiak^aud iconccive ttungs » 
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thefanreway, (truth being eternally the fame^to all J' 
though they cxprefs them very ^ifFcrently. Fot here 
lies the difference: men ^ho by long {kidy Aod^expe- 
rience H'ave reduced their -ideas -ro certain clafTeSy and 
coniider the general nature, of things-abflraded- from . 
particulars, ex prefs their thoughts after a more con- • 
cife, lively, and furprifing manner. Thofe whohavelittle 
experience, or canndt abfti^afl, deliver their fenti- 
ments in plain defcriptions, by circumil^nces,- and thofe 
obfervations which either ftrike upon the fenfes,-orare : 
the firft moti6as of the mind ; and- thotigh the for- 
nier rait 8 our admiration more, the latter gives- more • 
phcafure, and* fooths us more naturaUy. Thus ai 
courtly lover may fay .to his miftrefs,^ 

JVith theefwr i*ver I ia *woaJi could reft^ 
Where never human /aot the grcund hm prej^^: - 
1 hou €* in from, dungeons darkne/s can exAuide^ 
J nd front a dtf^rt^banzjh foliiude^ , 

A fliepherd will content . himfcif to fay the famej 

thing.more.fimply : . 

ComCt Rof?tlind, Oh ! !co^cfor nxnthout thee . 
What fleafwre can the country have for meT . 

Again, fiiKe fliepherds .are not allowedvto make^Idep-^ 
refled^ions, the addrefs required Js fo to relate an ac^ 
tion, that? the. circumftanccs put together .fliallicaufei^! 
the reader torefleftM .ThusjJjVvOne delicate circum- 
ftance, Cory don tells AUxis. that M as, the fiocit ioogfier r 
of. the country,: ., 

Of feven /mMth jotnti a mellow fipM I hantt^ ^ 
Which nvi/k Ms dying hreatk Dahnsetas^ g^^^ { • 
Ai^fm^d^ $h*ff CoxjAtXij, J lett've J9 ihne^ . 
., Ffr onlj thondttfirn/fi^ ap$r mOm. .' 

* As iii anoth^f paftc^l writer, after tfife feme man-«^ 
jwr,7a fh^herd informs us^lKtw much *hia mUbK^&Ls 
likts him \ 


As I to cool me latVdi §iu Cuttry da% 
'' F^nd lj^\7i lm:kf9ig u^thAfe^ss lay 
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Ytt tftinfiiffd^ mid ofi$nt»rn*d Lr tyt. 

If ever a reflexion be pardooablc In paftorals» it is 
^hen the thought is fo obvioui, that it comes cafily to 
the mind ; as in the fpilowiog admirable improve- 
ment of Virgil and Ibtotritus : . 

Fair is my flock ^ nor yit uiUQmtfy /, 

If liquid fountains flatttr not. And *why 

ckould liquid fountains flatttr m^ yotJbofM 

Tke hordtringftvw^rs lefs btauttoui than thty gnw T 

A fecond charafleriftic of a true ihepherd, 13 fini- 
plicity of manners^ or innocenec. This is fo obvious 
from what^ I have before advanced, that it would be 
bat repetition to infift long upon if. I {hall only re- 
mind the reader, that as the paftora) life is fuppofed 
to be where nature is not much depraved, iinceri- 
t]r and truth wiU generally run through it. Some 
flight tranf^reffions for the lake of variety may be ad* 
mitied> which in efie£l will only ferve to fet off the 
(impUcity of it in general. I cannot better illuftrafe 
this rule, than by the following example of a Iwaia 
who found his miftiefs afleep : 

Onct Delia fteptt on eafy mofs reclined ; 
Her lonely limbs half bare^ and rude tbi muind^ 
IfmootKd her coats, andflole a filent kijs : 
Condemn mejhepherdsy if I did ami/s* 

A third iign of a fwain is, that fomething ot reU- 
ion, and even fuperftition, is part of his chara^ei^ 
''or we find that thofe who have lived eafy lives in tbe 
country, and contemplate the works of nature, live in 
thegreateft awe of their Author. Nor doth this hu- 
mour prevail lefs now than of old , our peafants as 
fincerely believe the tales of goblins and fairies, as the 
Heathens thof« of fauns, nymphs, and f^tyrs. Hence 
we find the works of f^irgil and Theotritus fprinkled 
with left-handed ravens, blaited oaks, witchcrafts, 
evil eyes, and the like. And I obferve with great 
pleafure that our. EngUil^ author of the pa(iorals I 
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hare quoted hath pra Aifed this fecret with admirable 
judgment. 

1 (hall yet add anotlifcr mark, which may be obferv- 
cd'very often in the above-named .poets, which is 
agreeable to the char^fter of fliepherds, and allied 
nearly to ftiperilition ( , I mean the ufe of proverbial 
fayit gs. I take the common fimilitudes in paftorals to 
be oi the proverbial order, which are fo frequent, ft at 
il is necdlefs and would be tircfu/ne to quote them. 
I fhall only take notice upon thi« head, that it is a nice 
piece. of art to raife a proverb above the vulgar fti/^, 
and ft ill keep it eafy and unaffcSed. Thus .the old 
wifli of GmI reft his foul is finely turned : 

Thin gtm!eS\Ant^ liii^dy the Jhephird** friend \ 
EiinuUhleJi/tgs on hit /fiade attend. 

Guardian^ Vol. L No. 23. 
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ARCHITEGTURE^ 

• Jf]4 AVING already fliewn how the fancy is afFcQed 
by the wcfrks of nature, and^ afterwards confidered in 

S:neral both , the works of nature and of art, how 
ey mutually' aflift and complete each other, in form- 
ing fuch feezes and profpefts as are mod apt to de- 
light the mind of the beholder, I fliall in this paper 
throw together fome reflexions on that particular art 
which has a more immediate tendency than any other 
to produce thdfe primary pleafures ot the imagination 
which have hitherto been the fubjeft of this dilcourfe. 
Theartlmean, is that of architedlure^ which I fh;:}l 
confider only with regard to the light in which thie 
foregoing fpeculations have placed it, without entering 
into thole rules and maxims which the great mailers 
of archite6li*e have laid' down and explamofl at large 
in numberlefs treatifes upon that fubject. 

Greatttefs in the works of architedure may be con- 
fidered as relating to the bulk and body of tlie (true- 
turej or to the manner- in which it is built. As f«r 
the firft, we find the ancients, efpecially among the 


ADDISOCTAN ■ BlISCELlANY^ i tp 

<afteni nations of the world, infinitely fuperior to the 
fi)oderns. - " 

Not to mention, the to^wcr* of Bahcf, of which an 
old author fayis, the fcundaticris were to be feen in hi^ 
time, which looked like a fjincious mountain ; what 
cou'dbe more noble than ilie walls of Babvlon,* it< 
hanging gardens, and its temple of Jupiter bhus^ that 
rofe a mile hi^h^ by eight fevtrai ftories, esich ftory a 
fur'ong in htight, and on the top of which was the 
Babylonian obfervatorv? 1 iTprght here likewife take 
rorice of the huge roct that v^s cut into the figure of 
^miramiiy with the fmaller rocks that lay by it m the 
(hape of tributary kings ; the prodigious bafon or ar- 
tificial lake, which took in tKe whole Euphrates ^ till 
fuch time as a new canal was formed for its reception,' 
with the fcveral trenches through which that river 
was conveyed. I kaow there are perfons who look 
upon fomc of tKefe wonders of art as fabulous ; but 
I cannot find any ground for fuch a fufpiciori, uniefs it 
be that We have no fuch work$ among us at prefent. 
TKer« were indeed many greater advantiges for buil- 
ding m thofe times, and in that part of the world i 
thanWve been met with ever fi|tice» The earth wa^ 
extremely fruitful : men lived generally on pafturage, 
-urhich requires a much fmaller number of hands thnit 
agricuiture : there were few trades to employ* the bu- 
fy part of mankind, and fewer arts and fciences to 
give work to men of fpeculative tempers \ and what 
IS more than allthe rell, the prince was abfolute;; fo 
that when, he went to war, he. put hirafelf at the heaiH 
ofawhole people; as we find Setniramis leajiing Ji^r 
three millions to the field, and yet overpowered biy 
the number of her enemies. It i^ no won,der, therfci 
for^, when (he was at peace, atid turned her whole 
thoughts oh building, ttiat (he could accompliih fo 
great works with fuch a prodigious; muititude ofla- 
Rourers ; befides that in her climate there ' was f mall 
internytion of frofts and winters, which mafe thz 
northern workmen .lie half the vear idle ; IjmrghJt 
mention too among tile bcxiefit^s ot the- climate!,' wl^ 
ji^or}au$ fay of the earthy diaf ife (weatcd oujt a ttor- 


w«n or na;«r^i kin4 Qf ipy»«^» which 19 douli|I«& the 
d.t vich that mentioncdin holy writ, as contributing 
ID the llnidlare ofBaieL Sltmf tbtjn uftd imfiead •f mot'- 

In l!gypt we ftill fee tjieir. pyramids, vhich anfwer 

r\ die dekripti^s that baye been made of them ; and 1 
queftion n<;tf but a traycUer migbit find put fomc re- J 
" siaiiis 0/ the labyrinth that covered a whole province, 
and i;lad a,hu^dred,temple$idifpofedamo;ig its fey^ral 
^uarter^ and divilions. . • 

n The wallop Xi|i'£»iei, is ope of thefe eaftern pieces of 
0iae^ificence» which maizes a figure even in ^he. map 
of tne ^orld, although an account of it would have 
l^een tho^jght fabulous^ were not the wall iifelf ftil| 

We afeol^llgcd to devotion for the noUcft build- 
ijigs th^ have adorned the feveral countrips of 
world. It is this tnat has fet men to work on tem« 
pies and public places of >yorfiiipi not only that <h^ 
n^htyby the magni^ccnce 01 .the building, invite the 
Deity to rcfide within it, but that fuch fk^peiidpus 
\)rQ]r<W hiight at the fame time open th^ mind to vaft 
<:pi3«:^pt;bns» and fit it to converge vj^ith the Divi;iuty of 
the place. Por everything that is majeHijC, imprints 
:^il awe . a^nd reverence on the mipd of th^ hjehoUtr^ 
and ftrikf s it with, the natural greatnefs of the Iq^O. 
•f, Inthefecondplace, we areto confi^er gr^.^^^fi ff 
•^4«W in architecfcu^e, wl'iich has ^u^h fonce uppp the 
Imagination, that ^ fmall buildipg» where it app^sirs, 
4hau give, the nnnd nobler ideas thaft olie (s tn^n* 
ty times the .bulk, where the manner is ordinary and 
littl^ Thps perhaps a man '^ouid have been fooro 
.^opiihcdwith^beins^ that appeared i]\ ooo 

if Zj^f /i ft?;tuc$ of Al^xandfTi ihough !«> ^gger 
5t];iati ih^'life^thaii )ie4fnigKt. have been with mount 
i4*^^ had it been cut into tue. figujce oif the hero, 9C* 
cpx^ng \p the. propd*;^] -of ^yMas^ y4th a Tiv^r in one 
luai4f and a city mi the other 

/ \tt anjT f^c ^'9^9^ 9J} ^!^ di^ofitioa <^ mind li^ 
^nd^inhimfcSfy^thisgrileutranceinto the ?€mthmm 
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thing great and amazing ; and, at the fame time« con-* 
fider how littk in proportion he is afFefted with the 
infide of a G^hic CathedraU though it be five times 
larger than the other ; which can arife from nothing 
elfe but the greatnefs of the manner in one, and the 
meannefs in the other* . 
' I have feen an obfervation upon this fubjed; in a 
French author, which very much plcufed me ; it is 
Monlieui ^r^if'i paralUl of the ancient and modera 
archite£lure. I (hall give it to the reader with the fame 
terms of art he has made ufe of. *^ I am obfcrving 
{fays he) a thing, which in my opinion, is very curi- 
ous, whence it proceeds, that in the fame quantity of 
fuperfices, the one manner feems great and magnifi* 
cent, and the other poor and trifling ; the reafon is 
fine and uncommon. I fay then,' that to introduce 
into architecture this grandeur of manner, we ought 
fo to proceed, that the divilion of the principal mem- 
bers of the order may con fid of but few parts ; that 
they be ail great, and of a bold and ample relievo and 
fv^llin? ; and that the eye beholding nothing little or 
mean, me imagination may be more vigorouffy touch- 
ed and afFefted with the work that ftands before it. 
For example : In a cornice, if the gola or the cynati- 
um oi the corona, the coping, the modilions or deti- 
tiUi, make a noble (hew by their graGcful projetfiionsy 
if we fee none of that ordinary eonfufion which is the 
refult of thdfe little cavities, quarter rounds of the af- 
tragal, and I know not how many other intermingled, 
particulars, which produce no tucQ, in great and maf- 
iy works, and which very unprofitably take ^p 
place to the prejudice of the principal member, it is 
moil certain that this manner will appear folema - and 
great ; as on the eontr-ary, -that it will have but a poor 
and me^n efFed, where there is a redundancy of thofe 
fmatler ornaments, which divide and fcatter the an- 
gles of fight into fuch a multitade of rays, lb prefied 
together, that the whole wiU app^r out a confu- 

Among all the figurejs in architecture, there arc 
aone that have a greater air than the concave and the 


^convex ; and we find in atl the antient and oiodem 
:aichite£ture, as well in the remote parts of Ckina^ 
as in countries nearer home, that Tound pillars and 
vaulted roofs make a great part of thofe buildings 
-which are defigned for pomp aiid magnificence. The 
reafon I take to be, becaufe in thofe ngures we i^ene- 
rally fee more of the body than in thofc of other kinds. 
There-are indeed figures of bodiesi wherein the eye 
-may take in two thirds of the furface ; but as m 
fucn bodies the fight ■muft fplit upon feveral angles, it 
tdoes not'takein one uniform ides^^but feveral ideas of 
:the fame kind. Look upon the outfide of a dome, 
»your eye half furrounds it ; look up into the inGde^ 
,and at one .glance you have all the profpe£t of it. 
The^entire. concavity falls into your eye at once^ the 
(fight being at the centre that colleftsand gathers into 
it the lines of the whole circumference. In a iiquare 
pillar, the fight often t Aes in but a fourth part of the 
furface ; and in a fquare concave, muft move up and 
.down to the different fides, before it is matter of all 
rthe inward furfac^. For this reafon the fancy is in- 
finitely more ft ruck with the view of the open air, 
and ficies, that pafTes through an arch, than what 
comes through a i^uare or any other figure. The figure 
iOf a rainbow does not contribute Ifefeto its magnifi- 
♦cence, than the colour to its beauty, as it is very poet- 
ically 'defcribed by the f#n of Siraci : Look upon the rain- 
how, and fraifi him that modi it ; *vefy beautiful it is in itt 
hrtghtnefi % it tnecmpajfes the heavens with a giorious cirtU^ 
' ,mnd the hanis of the Mojl High ha^ve bended it. 

JEiiving.thus fpoken of that greatnefe whicTi af- 
iefXs the mind in archit€fture,4 -might next ftiew the 
':p4eafure that rifeaintheimagination from what appears 
new and beautiful in this art; but as every beholder 
has nraturally a greater tafte of thefc two pcrfeflHoms 
in every building ikrhich offers hfelf to view, than of 
that which I have hitherto confidered, I fhali not trou- 
jble my readct wifh any refleflions upon it. * It is fuf- 
^tent for my prefent purpofe^ to obferve that there <is 
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nothing in this whole art which pleafcs the imagina- 
tion, but as it is great, uncommon, or beautiful. 

Spectator, Vol. VL No» 415. 0-' 


ARGUMENTS. 

x\.VOID difeutes^as much as poffible, in order to » 
appear eafy and well-bred in converiation. Tou may*' 
aii'ure yourfelf it requires more wit, as well as more- 
good humour, to imprtyve rather than conttadid the 
notions of another ^.:but if you are at any time ob- 
liged to enter on,ah argument, give your rcafbns with 
the utmoft coolnefs and modelty^ two things which 
fcarce ever fail of - making animpreflion updh the 
l^eaiers. Befides^ if you are neither dogmatical, nor 
fhow. either by your wprds or adiions tbat you are 
full of yourfelf, all will more heartily rejoice at your 
vidory J , n^y, (bould you be. pinched in your argu- 
mem, ypu! may make your r^streat with a very good 
grace : you were never pofitivc, and are now glad to 
be better informed. . This has made fome approve of 
the Socratical way. of teafoning, .where, while you 
fcarce affix;m any tning, you can hardly be caught in an 
abfurdity 5 and though . poffibly you are endeavouring 
to bring over another to your opinion, which is firm^ 
ly fixed, youfeem. oirfy to defire. information from 

him.. 

In order Jto keep that temper which is fo difficult, > 
and yet fo nejce.ffary to obferve, you may pleafe to con- - 
fider, that nothing can be moire unjuft or ridiculouG, 
than to be angry with anotlier . becaufe he is not of 
your opinion. The interefe, education, and means 
by which men attain their knowledge, are fo very dif*- 
ferent, tlxat it is impoffible they {hould all think alike ; 
and he has at lead as much reafon to be angry with 
you, as you with him. Sometimes, to keep yourfelf 
cool, it may. be of fervicc to aik yourfelf fairly, what 
might have been your opinion, had you all the biafles 
of education or intereft your adverfary may poffibly 
haxe ? . But if you contend for the honour of vi£kory - 
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alone, you may hy rfown this as an infallible maxim, 
that you cannot make a more falfc ftep, or give yout 
antagonifts a greater advantage oVer you, than by 
Ijllinc into a paflion* . 

When an argument is over, how many weigtity 
jeafons does a man iFCcolkft, which his heat and A?io- 
lence made hira utterly forget I 

It is yet more ablurd to be angry with a man be- 
cauft he does not apprehend the force of your rea fens, 
or jrives weak o-nes of his own," If you argue for re- 
Auration, this makes your viftory the eaiicr ; he is cer- 
, uiiiily, in all ¥cfpe£Vs, an objeft of your pity rather 
tlian anger ; and if he cannot comprehend what you 
ilo, you ought to thank nature for her favours, who 
has given you fo much the clearer underftanding. 

You may pleafe to add this confideration, that 
among your equals ho one values your anger, which 
ni%ly preys upon its mafter ; and perh;»ps ycJu may 
Snditnot very confiftent either with prudence or 
your eaf6> to puniflj yourfelf whenever you meet with 
a fool or a knave. ' ' 

I^aftly, if you propofe to yourfelf the true end of 
;ngument,yrluch is information, it may be a feafona- 
. bte check to your paffion ; for if you fearch purely 
after truth, it will be ahnofl indifFefent to you where 
you fu)dit. I cannot in this place- omit an obfcrvii- 
rion which I have often made, namely, that nothing 
procures a man moreeftcem and lefs envy fiom the 
whole company, than if he choofes the part of mode- 
rator, without engaging dire£lly on either fide in tl\e 
difpute. This gives him the chara£bcr of impart ial^ 
lUrniflies hira with an opportunity of fiftijig things 
to the bottom, fliowing liis judgment, and of fome- 
times making handfome compliments to each of the 
contending parties. 

I (hall clofe this fubje£l with giving you one cau- 
tion : when you have gained a viiSiory, do not pufh 
it too far ; it is fufficient to let the company and your 
adverfary fee it is in your power, but that you arc too 
generous to r»ake ufe of it. 

Sfectator, Vol. III. No. 197. X. 
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ASTRONOMY. 


N fair weather, when ttiy heart is cheered, and I 
feel that exaltation of fpirits which refults from light 
and warmth, joined with a beautiful profpeft of na- 
ture, I regard myfelf as one placed hy* the hand of 
God £n the. midfc of an: ample theatre, in which the 
fun, moon, and ftars, the fruits alfo, and vegetables of 
the earth, perpetually dianging their pofitions or their ' 
afpefts, exhibit an elegant- entertainment to the ua» ^ 
derftanding as well as to thcf eye. " 

Thunder and lightning, rain and hail, thd painted ' 
bow, and the glaring comets, arfc decorations of this 
mightj theatre : and* the fable hemifphere fludded ' 
wi^i ip^mgles, the blue vault at noon, the glorious ' 
gildings and rich colours in the horizon, I look on as 
fomany fucceflive fcenes, • 

When I con/ider things in this light, methinks it is • 
a fort of impiety to have no attention to the courfe*. 
of nature, and the revolutions of the heaver^y bodies. 
To be regardlefs of thok fhihomena that are placed 
i/rithin our view, on purpofe to entertain our faculr 
ties, and difplay ther wifdom and power of their Crea- 
tor, is an affront to Providence of the fame kind, 
(I hope it is not impious to make fuch a fimile) as it 
would he to a good poet, to fit out his play without; 
niinding the plot or beauties of iv 

And yet how few are there who attetid to the dra-V 
ma of nature, its artificial ftru£lure, and thofe admira- 
ble machines, whereby the paffio^s of a philofopher 
are gratefully agitated, and nis foul afFe£led with the - 
fwect emotions of joy and furprife ! ^ 

Hqw matiy fox-hunters and rural fquires are to be 
found in Great Britain, who are ignorant that they have ■ 
all this while lived in af planet ; 3iat the fun is feveral 
thoufand times bigger tnan the earth; and that thcrt , 
are feveral other wprl4s within our view, greater and 
more elorious th^n ourown I Ay,"but fays fome illite- 
rate fellow, I enjoy the wprid, aadlca-ve others t9^ 

JS 2 
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contemplate k. Yes, you eat and drink, and runabout; 
that is, you enjoj it as a brute ; but to enjoy it as a ra- 
tionable being, is to know it, to befenfible of its great- 
jiefs and beaut V, to be delighted with its harmony, and 
by thefe refleaions to obtain juft fcntiments of the 
Almighty Mind that framed it. 

The man. who, unembarrafled with vulgar cares, 
leifurely attends. to the flux of things in heaven and on 
earth, and obferves the, laws, by which they are ^oy— 
cmed, hath fecured to himfelf an eafy and convenient 
feat, where he beholds with pleafure all that paffes on 
the ftage of nature ; while thofe about him are, fome 
faft afleep, and othtts ftruggling for the higheft places, 
or turning their, eyes from the entertainment pre- 
pared by rrbvidence, to-play at pufli-pin with one an- 
other. " ' . i 

Within this ampli^ crrcumferenceof the world, the 
glorious lights that are .hung on high, the meteors m 
the middle region, the various livery of the earth, anil 
*theprofufion of good things that diflinguife the fca- 
fons, yield a profpefl which annihilates all human 
gVandeur. 

GuARDIANjy Vol. ll. No. 1 6^ 
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THEISM, by «^hjch I mean a disbelief of a Sn- 
premeBeing, and confeqa^tly of a future ft ate, un- 
*der whatfoever titles it flnelfsrs itfelf, may likewife 
very reafonably deprive a man of his cheerfulncfs of 
temper. There is fomething fo particularly gloomy 
and offenfive to human nature in tne profpeA of non- 
exiftence, that I cannot but wonder with many ex- 
eeflent writers^ how it is poflible for a man to outlive 
the expe£lation of it.. For m v part I think /he being 
of a God is fo little to be doubted, that it is ^almolt 
the only truth we arc fare of, and fuch a truth as wc 
Jncct with in every objeft, in every occurrence and 
every thought. If WQ bokintothcchiirafJers of thiis tribe 
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of- infklela, we generally find they are made up of 
pride, fpleen, and cavil. It is indeed no wonder, tfiat 
n>en who are uneafy to themfelves, (hould be fo to the 
reft of the world ; and how is itpofiible for a man to 
be othei^wife than uneafy in himfelf, who is in danger 
every moment of loofinghis entire exiftencc, and drop- 
pUig intp nothing ? . ? 

Spectator, Vol. V. No. 381. I. 

There are two confiderations which have been of- . 
ten urged again ft Atheifts, and which they never yet 
could get over. I'he firft is, that the greateft and 
moQ. eminent perfons of all ages liavc been againfl 
them, and always complied with^ the public forms o^ 
wQrfliip.eftaWimed in their particular countries, when 
there was nothing in them either derogatory to the 
honour of the Supreme Beingf or prejudicial to the 
good'of mankind. .. 

The P/a/os and C/V/ta/ among the ancients, the Ba^ 
coi^Sy the BojIfSy arjd the Lodes a>aiong our countrymen*, '^ 
are all in (lances of what I ha ire been faying/, not to 
mention jmy of the 'Divinesi however celebrated, 
fiUce.ou,r.adverfjjrie& challenge all thole, as men who 
have too much intereft.in this cafe to be impartial ev- 
idences>j . *• ' . 

But what has been offered, as a conCderation of 
much more weigl^t, is, not only the opinion of t: c. 
better fort, but the general confent of mankind to 
this great truth ; which I think could not pofiibl/ 
have come to pafs, but frcfln one of the three follow-«< 
ingrcafons ; either that the id«a of a. God is innate 
and co-exiftent with the mind i'tfelf;, or. that this - 
truth is fo very obvious,., that it is dijtcQvered by the 
firft exertion of r^afon in perfons, of the moft ordi- ' 
nary capacities; or laftly, that it^ has been delivered 
dpwn to us through all ages by a tradition from the 
firft man. 

The. Atheifts are equally confounded, to which ev- 
er or' thefe three caufes we aflign i^ ; they have been 
fd prefled by this laft. argument from the general coni- - 
fcnt of mankind, that after great f€«r.ch aud pain they 
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pteteiui to have found out a Nation of Atheifts ;. t/ 
mean that poiite people the Hottentots^ 

I daue not fhock my readers with a defbriptioii'of • 
the cuftoms and manners of thefc barbarians, who • 
are in every refpe<9: fcarce one degree above brutes, 
having no. lai'guage among them- but a confufed /tf^- - 
hUy which is neither well underftood by thcmfelves or .• 
others,. 

It is not however to be imagined how much the ^ 
Atheifts have gloried in thefe their good Friends ■- 
and AllicSi . 

If we boaft of a Sceraies. oxz Seneca^ they may now 
confront them.«rith thefe great Philpfophers the Hot* - 
tntots. 

Though even this pointi hasj^not without reafon, ■. 
been lever al times controverted, I fee no manner of . 
harm it could do religion, if we ihould entirely give 
them up this elegant part of mankind. 

Methinks nothing more fliows the weaknefs of their • 
c^ufe, than that no divi (5 on of their fellow-creatures • 
joins with them, but thofe among whom they them- - 
Icives own reafon is ahnoft. defeced, and .who have • 
little elfe but their fliape, which can entitle them to • 
any place in the fpecies. 

Befides thefe poor creatures there h^ve now and tKcn ? 
been inftances4>f a few crazed people in fevetal na- - 
tions, who have denied the cxiftence of a Deity. 

The catalogue of thefe is however very fhort : Evea ** 
Vanini^ the moft celebrated champion for the caufe, , , 
profeffed before his judges, that he believed the exiC- * 
tasice of a Grod ; and taking a ftraw, ^hich lay be- - 
fore him on the.ground^ aflTured: them that alone was ^ 
fufficient to convince hira of it ; alledging feyeral 5ur-» . - 
gumente to prove that it .was impoffible nature alone : 
could create ^ly thing. 

I was the other day reading an aocount of C^mlr ■ 
Lifajnfiij a gentleman of FolanJ^ who w^ convi£led • 
and executed for this crime. The manner of his f^J^" 
iihment was very particular : As foon as his body was ^ 
burnt, his afiies were put into a cannpn| and ihbt into, 
the air towards Twiofj. ^ 
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I am apt to believe, that if fomething like this 
method oi puniflimcnt lliould prevail in Englandy fuch 
is the natural good fenfe of tne Britijh nation, that ■ 
whether we rammed an atheift whole into a great 
gun, or puiverifed our infidels, as they do in Poland^ 
we fliould not have many charges. 

I (hould however propofe, while our ammunition 
lafted, thatinftead oi TartAty, we (hould always keep 
two or three cannons ready pointed towards the Cape 
of Good Hopgy it) order- to flioot our unbelievers inta 
t\ie country of the Hottentots, 

In my opinion, a ffelemn judicial death is too great - 
an honour for an atheift ; though I mud allow, the 
method of exploding him, as it is pradliced in this lu- 
dicrous kind of martyrdom, has fomething in it proper 
enough to the nature of his offence. 

Tfiere is indeed a great obje6tion againft this man- 
ner of treating them. Zeal for religion is of fo ac- 
tive a nature, that it feldoih knows where to reft •, for 
which' reafon I am afraid, after having difcharged our 
atheifts^ we might poflibly thint of Ihooting off our 
fetlarie^ ; and as one do^s not forefte the viciflitudes' 
ot human affairs, it might one time or; other come to 
a man^j> own turn to fly out of the mouth of a Demi- 
culvcrin. 

If any of my readers imagine that I have treated 
thtfe gentlemen in too ludicrous a mann^t, I muft 
confefs for my own part, I think reafoning againft 
fuch unbelievers upon a point that fliocks the com - 
mon fenfe of mankind, is doing them too great an- 
honour, giving them a figure in the eye of the world, 
and making people fancy that they have more in theta 
thjin they really have. 

As for thofe perfons who have any fcheme of re- 
ligious worfliip, I am for treating fuch with the ut- 
moft tendernefs, and {hould endeavour to ihow them 
their error with the greateft temper and humaaity^v 
but as thefe mifcreants arc for throwing down religion 
in general, for ftripping mankind of what themfelves 
own is of excellent ufe in all great focieties, without 
once offering to eftablifli any thing in the room of it. 
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vfOTd» authors are ufually ranged in company after the 
fame manner as their works are tipon a ihelF. 

The moft minute pocket-author, has beneath him 
the writers of all paniphlets, or works that are only 

. ftitched. As for the Pamphleteer, he takes place of 
none but of the authors of fmgle flieets, and of that 
fraternity who publiOi their labours on certain days, 

. or on every day of the week. I do not find that the 

• precedency among the individuals in this latter clafs 
of writers is yet fettled. 

For my own part, I have had (b ftri£^ a regard to 
the ceremonial which prevails in the learned world, 
that I never pi;efumed to take placc-of a Pamphleteer, 
. till my daily papers were gathered into thofe two firft 
volumes which have already appeared ; after which, 
I naturally jumped over tne neads, not only of all 
Pamphleteers, but of every 03a<vo writer in Gnsi- 
Britain that had written but one book. I am alfo in- 
formed by my book feller, that fix OSia*vos have been 
always looked upon as an equivalent to a Felio^ 
v^hicn I take notice of the rather, becaufe I would 
not have the learned world furprifed, if after the pub- 
lication of half a -dozen volumes I take my place ac- 
cordingly. When my fcattered forces are thus ral- 
•iied, ana reduced into regular bodies, I flatter my- 
' felf that rfhall make no defpicable figure at the head 
of them. 

Whether thefe rules, which have been received time 
' out of mind in the commonwealth of letters, were not 
--originally eftablifhed with an eye to our paper manu- 

• faaure, I (hall leave it to the difcuflion or others, and 
fliall only remark farther in this place, that all print- 
ers and bookfellers take the wall of one another, ac- 
cording to the above-mentioHcd merits of the authors 
ro whom they rcfpe£livdy belong. ' * 

1 come now to that point of precedency which is 
iettlcd among the thr^ learned profeffions, bf the 
wifdom of our laws. I need not nere take notice of 

• the tank which is allotted to every Do£^or in each of 
^ thefe profeffions, who'^re^ of them, thoujgh not fo 

high ^ KnightSj yet a degree ab#re 'Sguures ; diis 
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h£t order of men being the illiterate body of the na- 
tion^ are confequently thrown together in a clafs be- 
\ow the three learned profefEons. I mention this 
for fhe fake of fcveral rural 'Squires* whofe reading 
does not rife fo high as to the pnjtnt Jiatt tf Eng^- 
hindy and 'who are often apt to ufurp that preceden- 
cy which by the laws of the country is not due to 
them. Their want ef learning which has planted 
them in this (ituation, may in Tome meafure extenu- 
ate their mifdemeanor ; and our profeiTors ought to 
pardon them when they offend in this particular, con«' 
lidering that they are in a ftate of ignorance* or^ as 
weufually fay, do not know their right- hand from 
their left. • 

There is another tribe of perfons, who are retainers 
to the learned world, and who regulate thettifelves 
on all occafions by fevcral laws peculiar to their 
body 5 I mean the aflors or players of both fexes : 
Among thefe it is a Handing and uncontroverted 
principle^ that a tragedian always takes place of a 
comeaian ; and it is very well known, the merry di^olls 
who make us laugh, are always placed at the lower 
end of the table, and in every entertainment givo way 
to the dignity of the bufkin. It is a ftage maxim^ 
Omci a King and al*wmp a King. For this rcafon, it 
would be thought very abfurd in Mr. Builoek^ notwith-i 
Handing^ the height and gracefulnefs of his perfon, t# 
fit at the right hand of an hero, though he were but 
five feet high. The fame diftinftion is obferved 
among the ladies of the theatre : Queens and Hero- 
ines preierve their rank in private converfation-j 
while thofe who are waiting women and maids o£ 
honour upon the ftage, keep meir diftance alfo behind 
the fcenes. 

I fhall only add, that by a parity of reafon, all wri- 
ters of tragedy look upon it to. be their due to be felt- 
ed or faluted before comic writers* Thofe who deal 
in tragi-comedy, ufuallytakc their feats between the 
authors of either fide. There has Been a lon^ difputc 
for precedency between the tragic and heroic poets. 
Ar^th would have Ac latter yield the Pas to the for- 
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mer ; but Mr. Dryden and many others would never 
fubmit to this decilion. BurlefqUe writers pay the 
fame deference to the heroic, as comic-writers do ta 
their ferious brothers in the drama. 

Bf this (hort table of laws, order is kept up, 
and di{tin£lion preferved in the whole republic of 
letters. 

Spectator, Vol. VII. No, 52$. O. 


\^Y all the' jjrccatitions w?th which vou have in- 
ftrufted the world, I like that bed whicn is upon not-' 
ural and fantafiical pleafure, . becaufe it falls in very 
much with my own way of thinking. As you re- 
ceive real delignt "from what creates only imaginary 
fatisfafiion in others^ fo do I raife to myfelf all the 
conveniences of life, by' amufing the fancy of the 
world. I am^ in a word, a member x>f that numer- 
ous tribe who write for their daily bread. 1 fiourifli 
in a dearth, of foreign news ; and though I do not 
pretend to the fpleen, I am never fo well as in the time 
of a wefterly wmd. When it blows from that aufoi- 
cious point, I raife to myfelf contributions from tlie 
Britijh IJle^ by affrighting my fuperftitious countrymen 
with printed accounts of murders, fpirits, prodigies, 
or monfters, according as my neceflities fiiggeft to me : 
1 hereby provide for my being. The laft funimer I 

Said a large debt for brandy and tobacco, by a won- 
erful defcription of a fiery dragon, and lived ten days 
together upon a whale and a mermaid. ^ When winter 
comes on, 1 geperally pluck up my fpirits, and have my 
apparitions ready againft long dark evenings. From 
November laft till January ^ I lived entirely upon mur- 
ders, and have fince that time had a comfortable fub- 
fiftence from a plague and a famine. I made the 
Pope pay for my oeef and mutton laft Unt^ out of pu)re 
ipite to the Romijh religion ; and at prefent my good 
£:iend the king of S<weJen finds me in cleao^ Kli(en^aad 
th€ ii/»/?/get« me credit at the tavern. 
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Tbe aftoniihin^ accounts that I record, I ufuall/ 
enliven with wooden cuts and the like paltry embeU 
lilhments. They adminifter to the curibfitjr of my 
fellow-fubjeSi, and not only advance rehgion and 
virtue, but take reftlefs fpirits oflFfrom meddhne with 
the public affairs. 1 therefore cannot think mylelf an 
ufelefs burden upon earth ; and that I may ftill do 
more in my generation, I fhall give " the world in an 
fhort time an liiftory of my life, Itudies, maxims, and^ 
atchieveraents, provided my boekfeller advances a 
round fum for my copy. 

I am^ &c. 

GUAilDIAN, VoL I. No. 58.' 
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AVARICE. 

^v^OST of Ae trades,. profefltons, and wavs of liv- 
ing among mankind, take their origin either from^ 
the love of pleafure or the fear of want. The former,- 
when it becomes too' violent, degenerates into Luxury^ 
and the latter into Jvaria. As thefe two principles 
of aftion draw different ways, Perjius has given us a v 
very humorous account of a' young fellow who was 
roufed out of his bed, in order to be fent upon a long, 
voyage, by Avarice, and afterwards over-perfuaded aiid 
kept at home by Luxury. . I ihall (it down at length 
the pleadings of thefe two imaginary perfons, as they, 
are in Mr. .Dryden% tranflatiour 

* 

Wheiher alone ^ or in the harht*s lup^ • 

When thou nuoald^fi take- a laxy morning nap, 

Upy Up, /ays^Aw AKICE I thou fnorji again^ 

Stretcheji thy limhs^ and'yuuunji, hut all in vaitr^ 

Sr he rugged Tyrant no denial takes ; 

J I his command the unuuilling ftu^gard <wakes, 

IVleat muji I do'? He cries. fVhat ? Says his lord i ' 

JVhy rife, make ready y and fff ftraight aboard 5 

With fiJbyfromYAXyiin^ feas, thy ^efel freight 5' 

^iax^ cf^fisr% Goau xvw/, the precious 'weight- 
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« Of pfpfiir, MMd Sabean iutenfey take^ T 

With tfy 9'wii hamdt^ frtm the fir^dcamiPs hack, I 
,Smd wtb fofi'hafte tiy running markets make. J 
before t» turn ihepennj ; lie and fkueary 
•TVx 'whole/ome Jin : But Jove, thou fa/fty 'wHi hear^ 
S<weary fooly §r Jlwe ^ for the dilemma^ s even. 
A tradeftttdn thou, and hope to go to Uea<ven ! 
Refolv^d for fea^ thejla'ves thy haggage pack. 
Each f addled <with his burden on his hacky 
Nothing retards thy voyage noiv, hut He, 
Thatfoft ^voluptuous Prince calPd LuXURY. 
And he may ajk this civil queftion : Friend, ' % 
fFhat do/^tkm make a fhip-hoard? To what end ? 
Art thou of Bcthlem'j noble College free, 
Starlt Jlareing nutd, that thou Kvouid'^ tempt t/ig fia f 
* Cubbed in a cabiuy on a mattrafs laid ; 
On a hrovjn George, nuith loufy fwabher*s, fed ; 
Dead lAJtney that ftir.ks of the Borachio,y2r^ 
From a foul jack j or greafy maple cup : 
Sayy nuould^fi thou bear all this, to raije thy ftore 
From fix t .tlC hundred to fix hundred more? 
Indulge, and to thy genius freely give ; 
For, 'not to live at eafgy is not to live^ 
, ; Death fialks behind thee y and each flying hour 
Does fome hcfs remnant efthj life devour, 
LivCy *ivhilf} thou livift ; for death fwill make ur all 
A name, a mthingy but an old viife^s tale* 
Speak ; v^ilt thou Avarice or Pleafure choofe 
^fo be thy Lord ? Take one, and one refufe. 

. When a government flourifhes in conquefts^ and is 
fecure from foreign attacks, it naturally falls into all 
the pleafures of luxury 5 and as thofe pleafures are 
very cxpcnfive, they put thofe who are addicted to 
them upon raifing freih fupplies of money, by all the 
methods of iapacioufnef».and corruption ; fo that av« 
arice and Iqxury often become one complicated prin- 
ciple of a£lion, in tliofj^ whofe hearts are whoUv fet 
upon eafe, magnificence, and pleafure*- The moft el- 
egant and correal of all the Latin hi dorian s, obferves, 
that in his time, when the moft formidable States in 
the world were fubdued by the Romansy the Republic 
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fuhk into thofe two vices of a quite different naturt, 
XiUXtiry and Avarice ; and accordingly defcrihes C^^tHne 
as one: who coveted the Wealth 01 other' mer, at the 
fame time that he fquandered away his ov.n. i' Ms 
obfervation on the Commonwealth, when it v/as u the; 
height of power and riches, holds good in all govern- 
ments that are fettled in a ftate of eafe- and prolperity. - 
At fuch times men naturally endeavour to out thine 
one another in pomp and fplendour 5 and having no*- 
fears to alarm them from abroad, indulge themfelves 
in- the enjoyment of all they can get in their poffeifion ; 
which naturally produces avarice^ and an immoderate 
j}urfuit after wealth and riches, * . 

As I was humouring myfetf in the fjpeculation of 
thefe two great principles of a£tion, I could not for- 
bisar throw mg my thoughts into a little kind of allego- - 
ry or fable, with which I ihall here prefent my reader. 

There were two vety powerful tyrants engaged in a ^ 
perpetual war againft each other : the name of the 
iirft was Lmxwyy and of the fecond Avarice. The aim - 
of each of th«m was no lefs than univerfal monarchy 
over the hearts of mankind. Luxury had many Gene- 
rals under him, who did him great fervice, as Pleafure, 
Mirthy Pompy aud fajhion. Jt/arice was- likewife very 
ftrong in his officers^ being faithfully ferved by /ftr//- 
gefy Induftryy Carey and Watcbfuhe/s. He had likewife a 
privy counfellor, who was always at his elbow, and 
whilperlhg fomething or other in his ear : The name 
of this privy coun&llor was Poverty. As A'varUe con- - 
dudled himfelf by the cownfels of Pwertyy Ihs antago- 
nift was entirely guided by the diSates and advice of 
PUniyy who was nis firft counfellor and minifter of < 
{late, that concerted all his meafurea v/ith him, and 
never departed out of his fight. Wfeile thofe two 
g^eat rivals were«4hus contending for empire, their 
conquefts werevarioqs : Zf«jr«>7 got pofleflion of one 
heart, and jf'varice of another. Th6 father of a family " 
would often range himfelf under the banners of Ava^ 
ricey and the fon under thofe of Luxury, The wife and 
bufbaiid would often declare themfelves of the two 
d^cveut panics ; Nay, the^ fame pcxfon ^youldvery 

M2- 
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often fide with one in his youth, and revolt to the'oth- 
er in ills old age. Indeed the wife men of the world- 
ftood neuter 5 but alas I • their numbers were inconfid— 
erable. At length, when thefe two potentattsrhad 
wearied thcmfelves of verging war upon one another, 
they agreed upon an interview, at which neither of 
their counfcllors were to be prefent. It is faid that 
Luxury began the parley, and after having reprefented 
f theftate of war in which they were engaged, told his 
en^y with a franknefs of neart which is natural to 
him, that he believed they (hould be very good friends^^ 
were it not for. the inftigation of Poverty y that perni- 
cious couufeUori who.:a)ade aqill ufC: of his ear, and 
filled him with groiindlefs apprehenfions and jealouf- 
ies. • To this, Avdrke replied, that he looked upon 
Plenty the firll miniiler of his antagonift, to be a much 
niore deftruftive GQunfdlorth*»i/i'w/tfrify ; for that he 
was perpetually fuggefting pleafure, banifliing all the 
neceffary cautions agaiuft want, and confequently im- 
dermining thofe principles on which the government 
of A'vcrice Was founded. At laft in order to an accom*- 
modation they agreed upon this preliminary : That 
each of them ihomd immediately difmifs his privy coun- 
felior. When things were thus far adjufted towards 
a peace, all other difftrenccs were foon accommodated, 
inlpHiuch that for the future they refolved to live as 
gopd friends and confederates,' and to fliare between 
tliem whatever conquefts were made on either fide. 
I'or this reafon, we now find iL«xi^r> and A^varite taking 
poffeflioni^f the fame heart, and dividing the fame 
perfon between them. To whiiih I {hall only add, 
that (Ince difcarding the counfellors above men- 
tioned, Avarice fupplics Luxury in the room of Plenty^ 
as Luxury prompts Avarue in the phce of Poverty, . 

Speotator, Vol. I. No. 55. C* 


BACON (Sir Francis.) 

vJnE of the moft extenfive and improved geniufe^ 
we have had any inftaiK^e of in -our own nation^ or in 
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any Otbei^, was that 6f Sir Francis Bacon Lord Verulam.. 
This great man by\h extraordinary force of naturej. 
cpmpafs of thought, and indefatigable fludy, amaffed 
to himfelf fuch floras of* knowledge, as we cannot look 
upon without amazement. -His capacity feemed to 
have grafped ail that was revealed in books before his 
tVme •, and not fatisfied with that, he began to ftrike 
out new tra£fcs of frience/- too many to be travelled 
over by one man in thejc^pafs of the longeft life. 
Thefe, therefore, he woufel[only mark down, likfe iin» 
perfefl: coaftinps in maps^or fuppofed points of land>. 
to-be forther difcovered ^nd^ aujertainedi^y the induf^ 
try of after ages, who'fljould proceed uponliis notices , 
er conje£lures« .' -'^ ' \ 

f ' - * Spectator, Vol. VIL No. 554^ 

Sit Francis Raconyf;7iS a man who, for greatnefs of 
genius and compafs of knowledge, dfd honour to- his. 
age and country ; I couMalmefl: fay, to human nature 
iiJclf.j He poflefled at once all tnofe extraordinary 
talents whrch were divided among Ae greateft authorii 
of antiquity. He had th^ found, dMlin£t, compre- 
henfive knowledge 0f Ariftoth^ with all the beautiful; 
lights, graces and enibelliihnients of Tully. One does 
ZTOt know which to admire mbft in his writings, the 
ftrength of reaibn, force of flrylc, or the brightnefs of 
itnagthation. 

This author has rcnvarked, m feveral parts of hrs 
works that a thorough in fight into philofopny makes a 
good believer, and that a fmattfering^in it aaturally 
produces fuch a racai of dcfpicable infidels as the little ., 
profligate writers of the prefent a^*, whom (I muft 
confers) I have always accufed to myifelf j not fo muck 
for their want of faicjb, as their want -ol^ learning. 

I was infinitely pleafed -to find amo^g the \yorksof 
this extraordinary main, a prayer of Ms^own compo*- 
fing, which, for the ekvationof thought and greatnefs 
of expreflion, feems rather the devotion of an a r gel 
than of a man. His principal fault feems to have 
been the cxcefs^ of that virtue which covets a multi- 
tude of faults* This betrayed him to tfo^ great an in* 
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dulgence towards his femnts,^honiade acofrupt ufe 
of it, that it flripped him of. a}Jj^thol& riches and hon- 
ours which a long ferie$ ^f merits had heaped upon 
him. But in this prayer, at the fame time that we 
find him proftrating ,himfelf before , the great mercy- 
' feni, and humbled undejr affliftions, which at that 
time hy heavy upon him, we fee him Supported by the 
fenfe of his integrity, his*' zeal, his devotion, ana his 
love to mankind, whie^^^rg^ve him. a much greater 
figure. in the minds of thjij^g men, tha« that gieat- 
ncfs had done from which, hje was fallen. I. fiiaU beg 
leave to write down the>prayer itfelf, >vith the title 
to it, as it W2^s foupd an^ong his lojfdffiip's papers, 
written in his own "hand ; not being able to furnifli 
my readers with ah entertainment more fuitable to 
this folemn time. 

ji Prayer i or PJalm,madi 6j,mji Lord SlACOH, CbancfUor of 

England- 


f ' 


"Moft'gfacioos Lprd God, my .mercfful Father 
ffom my yQuth up, my Creator, my Redeemer, my 
Comforter. Thou, O Lord> foundefl: and fearcheft 
the depths and fecrets of all hearts^ thou acknowledg- 
ed the upright of heart; thou judgeft the iypoerite, 
thou pondereft man's doings as in a balance ; thou 
meafureft their intentions as with a line j vanity and 
crooked ways cannot be hid from thee.- 

Remember, O Lord, how thy ^fervant haft walked 
before th6e ; remember -what I have fir ft fought,, and 
what hath been principal in my intentions. I have 
loved thy affemblies. 5 1 have mourped for the divi- 
fions of thy Church 5 I have delighted in the bright- 
nefs of thy f:|n£Juary. The vine which thy right 
hand hath plaif^ti^ in this nation, I have ever prayed 
unto thee thatiti^ight have th^firft and the latter rain, 
and that it. might ftretch its branches to the feas^ and 
|o the floods^. The ftate and bread of the poor and 
.oppreffed baV^'been precious in my eyes ; I nave ha- 
ted all cruelty and hardnefs of heart ; I have, tl^ough 
in a defpifeduVeed, proguie^ the gopd of all xazxu If 
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any have been my enemies, I thought not of them» 
neither hath the lun almoft fet upon my difpleafure ^ 
bu£ I have been, as a dove, free from fuperfluity of ma- 
licioufnefs. Thy creatures ha 7e been my books, but 
thy fcriptures much more : I have fought thee in the 
courts, fields, and gardens ^ but I have found thee in 
thy Temple. '• ' 

Thouiands have been my fins, and ten thoufands 
my tranrgreflions ; but th^ fan6lifications have re« 
mained with me, and my heart, through thy grace, hath 
been unquenched fire upon thine altar. 

O Lord, my ftifength ; I have, fince my youth, met 
with thee in all my \^ays, by thy fatherly compaffions, 
by thy comfortable chaftifem^nts, and by uiy molt 
-vifible Providence. As thy favours have increafed 
upon me, fo have thy corrections ; fo as thou haft 
been always near me, O Lord : And ever, as my 
-worldly bieffings were exalted, fp fecret darts from 
thee have pierced me ; and when I have afcended be- 
fore men, I have defcended in humiliation before thee. 
And now, when I thought moft of peace and honour^ 
thy hand is heavy upon me, and hath humbled me, 
according to thy forYner loving kindnefs, keeping me 
ftill in thy fatherly fchool> not as a baftard, but as a 
child, Juftarethy judgments upon me for my fins, 
which are more in number than the fands of the fea, 
but have no proportion to thy mercies ; for what are 
the fands of the fea? Earth, Heavens, and all thefe^ 
are nothing to thy mercies. Befides my innumer- 
able fins, I coniefs before thee, that I am debtor to 
thee for the gracious talent of thy gifts and graces, 
which I have neither put into a napkm, nor put it (as 
I ought) to exchangers, where it might have made 
beft profit, but miipent it in things for which I am 
leaft fit : So may I truly, fay, my foul hath been a 
flranger in' the courfe 01 my pilgrimage. Be merciful 
unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour's fake, and receive 
me unto thy bofom, or guide me in thy wavsi 

Tatler, Vol. IV.' No. 267. 
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BANKRtJPTCY. 

VJtWAY, in his Tragedy of r^ni^e Pre/erwd^ haa 
ddcribcd the mifery o£ a man vhofe efieds arc in. the 
hands of the law, with great fpirit. The bitternefs 
of being the fcorn and laughter of bafe minds« the an- 
guifh of being infulted by men^ hardtned beyond the 
lenfe of ftame and pity, and the injury of a man's for- 
tune being wafted under pretence of juftice, are excel- 
lently aggravated in the. loUowing fpeech of Fiem.to 

I pafi^d this, 'very moment hy thy doors^ 

And fiuvd them giiarded by a troop o/njiUains : 

The Jons of public rapine ivere dtHroying, 

7bey told me^ by the fentence cftheJa<Wy 

^hey had commijfion tofeiz£ all thy- fortune : 

Nay, morey ftiuli's cruel band had Jsgn^d it* 

Here flood a ruffian njcitba horrid face^ . 

Lording it o^er a pile of majfy platey 

tumbled into a heap fcr public fait, 

There ^luas another tnaki/ig 'vilhnous jiJIs 

At thy undoing : He had fc^en pojfeffion 

Of all thy ant tent moft domefiic ornament Sy 

Rich hangings intermixed etnd lur ought nuith gold* 

T'he tuety bedy nvbich on tkf nvedding-nigbt 

Rectih/d thee to the arms £/'Belvi2era, 

^he fcene of all thy jeys, ivere ^violated 

By the coarft hands of filthy dungeon 'villainty 

And thrown amougfi the common lumber. 

Notjiing indeed can be more u»nhappy th^'H the con- 
dition of bg^nkruptcy. The calamity which happens 
4|o us by ill fortune, or by the injury of others, has in 
it fome. confolation ; but what anfes from our own 
mifbehaviour or error, is the ftatc of the moft exquifite 
forrow. When a man confiders not onl]f an ample for- 
tune, b^ut even the very neceflarics of life, his pretence 
to food itfelf, at the mercy of his creditors, he cannot 
but look upon himfelf in the ftate of the dead, with 
^is cafe tlius much worfe, that the laft. office is pcrr 
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formed by his adverfaries inftead of his friends. From 
this hour the cruel world does not only take pofleflion 
of his whole-fortune, but even of every thing elfe, 
•which had no relation to it. All his indifferent ac- 
tions have new interpretations put upon them ; and 
thofe whom he has favoured in his former life, dif- 
charged themfelves of their obligation to him, by join- 
ing m the reproaches of his enemies. It is almoft 
incredible that it fliould be fo, but it is too often feen 
that there is a pride mixed with the impatience of the 
creditor 5 and mere are thofe who would rather recov- 
er their own by the downfall of a profperous man, than 
be difcharged, to the common jatisiaftion of .them- 
fehres and their creditors. The wretched man, who 
was lately mafter of abundance, is j^ow under the di- 
teftion of others ; and the wifdom, oeconomy, good 
fenfe and fklll in human life before, by reafon of his 
prefent nusfortune, are of no ufe to him in the dif- 
po/ition of any thing. The' incapacity of an infant or 
a lunatic is defigned for his provifion and accemmo* 
dation ; but that of abankrupt, without any mitiga- 
tion in refpeft of the accidents by which it arrived, is. 
calculated for his utter ruin, except there be a remain- 
der ample enough, after the difcharge of his creditors, 
to bear alfo the expence joi rewarding thofe by whofc 
means the effe£l of all his labour was transfered from 
him. The man is to look on and iee others give di- 
rec):ions upon wl^at terms and conditions his goods are 
to be purcnafed ; ' and all this done, not with an air of 
truftces to difpofe of his effedls, but diftroyers to di-^/ 
vide and tear them to pieces. 

There is fomething facrcd in mifery to great and 

food minds j for this reafon all wife Fawgivers have 
een extremely tender how they let loofe even the man* 
who has fight on his fide, to a6l with any mixture of 
refentment again ft the defendant. Virtuous and 
modcft men, though they be ufed with fome artifice, 
and have it in their power to avenge themCelves, are 
flow in the application of their power, and are ' ever 
conft rained to' go into righteous ;meafures ; they ar<5 
careful to dtmonftrate thcmfcltcrnot only injured^ 
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luit alfo that to bear it longer would be a means to male 
the ofFender injure others, before they proceed. — Such 
men clap theli hands upon . their hearts, and conCder 
what it is to have at their mercy the life of a citizen. 
?)uch would have it to fay to their own fouls^ if poffi- 
ble,that they were merciful, when they could have dc- 
ftroyedy ratiier than, when it was in their power to 
have fp'ared a man, they deftroyed.— This is due 
to the common calamity of human life — due in 
fome meafure to our very enemies. They who fcru- 
ple doing the lealt injury, are cautious of exa£ling the 
utmoft juftice. Let any one wlio is converfant in the 
variety of human life reflefk upon it, and he will find 
ijie man who wants' mercy, has a tafte -of no enjoy- 
ment of any kind: Th«rc is a natural difrelifh of every 
thing which is good In his very nature, and he is born 
an enemy to the world. He is ever extremely partial 
to himfeif in all his a£):ion$, and has no fenle of ini- 
quity but from the punifliment which (hall \ittend it. 
The law of the lancf is his gorpel> and all his cafes of 
confcience are determined by an attorney. Such jnen 
know not what it is to gladden the heart of a miferalble 
fellow man ; that riches are the tnilruments of ferv- 
ing the purpofes of heaven or hell, according to the 
difpofitioQ of the poflefTor. The wealthy can torment 
or gratify all whom they have in their power, and 
clioofe to do one or other as they are aSefled with 
love or hatred to jqnankind. As for ftich who are 
infenfible of the concerns of others, btft mferely as they 
:jffe£i themfelves, thofe men are to be valued only for 
their mortality, ^nd as we hope better things from 
their heirs. I could not but read with great delight 
z letter from -*n eminent citizen who has failed, to 
one who viras intimate with him in his better fortune, 

and able by his qountenance to retrieve his loil con- 
■• • • • 

aition« 

JLT is in vain to multiply words and make apologiet 
for what is never to be defended by the beft advocate 
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5o"ihe Tiworld, die guilt of.beitig unfortunate. All 
that a man in i;ny condition c^n do or fay, will bo re- 
ceived wi^ prejudice by the generality of mankind, 
but;,! hope, not with .you. You have been a great 
iultrument in helping me to get what I have loflij and 
I:know (forrthsit -reafon« ^s well as kindnefs for me) 
you cannot but be in pain to fee me undone. To 
iliew you I am net a man incapable qf bearing calam- 
ity, I will, though a poor man, lay afide thit dil^inc- 
tion between .us, and taljc rwith the {banknefs we aid 
when we we^e nearer to ap equality. , As ^11 1 4o 
will be recdved with prejudice, all yoU do will bc 
Iboked upon with partiality. What I defire of you 
is, that you whp are courted by all, would fmile upoa 
zne, whoamihunfiedby all. .^jLetthat grace and fa- 
vour which your fortune throws upon you, be turned 
to make up the coldnefs aUd indiifetence that is ttfed 
towards me. All good>^iad generous men will have 
an eye o£ kindnefs for me for my own fake, and the 
reft of the. world wiUxeei^d me for yours. Xhere is 
a happy contagion in riches, as well as a deftru£bive 
one in inoverty : the rich can m^ke ri<;}ii without 
. parting.with any of their llore; >and the converfatioa 
of the poor ^make^ men. poor, though they boTXX>^ 
nothing of them> How this is to be accounted for;, I 
know ^t ; but Imen's eftimation follp^ws us aqcording 
to the company we keep. If you are wliat you were 
to m^i you can go a great way towards my recovery ; 
if you are not, Tfiy good fortune, if ever it returps, 
will return by flower approaches, . ' 

This was anfwered with a coadefoen£on that 4id 
not, by long -impertinent ,profe{ll9ns of kindiie&^iii- 
fiilt hisidi^efs^but was. as foUow^,^ » 

Dear ToUy 


I 

to bfgi|i ih^ eWorld a^fecond time. I affi^xe yp^ij: 

. 4o xhi Jimk : your jxunierous f^)|i}2 S^^'M- '^^^^ 


ami very glad to hear that you have heart en6\^h 

N 


r 
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;iDie(l (in the gifts of nature, for which f haveev-i 
er fo much admired them) by what has lately lup. 
pened to .you. 1 fliall not only countenance your 

'affairs witn my appearance for you, but ihau at- 

xommodatje you with a confidefable Turn, at com- 
mon intereft, for three years. You know I cpuid 
make more.^f it.; but I have fo great a love for 
yoU| ths^ T can wave opportunities of gain to hdp 
you J for 1 do not care .whether they fay of me 
after I am dead^ that I had an hundred, or fifty 
thoufan'd pounds more than 1 wanted when I was 

jliving. 

..• Spectator, Vol. VL No. 456. T. 


BATH. . 

XN public ^rtTemblies there ate generally fomc cnf I- 

ous fplenetic people, vfho having no merit to procure 

^reijpe£l:, are ever .finding fault with thofe who diftiii- 

^£Ui(h themfelves. This happens more frequently at 

tnofe places where the feafonof flic year calls perions 

of both fexes together for the fake of their health. I 

h^ve had reams of letters from Batby Epfin^ Tunbrii^ey 

and St. /^/>£/rfi*8 Well, wherein I could obfervc, that 

a concern for honour and virtue proceeded from the 

want of health, beauty, &c. or fine petticoats. A la- 

•dy who fuhfcribes herfelf Eudsfia^ writes a bitter invcc- ' 

live againft C^/(7^, the celebrated dancer ; but I have 

. learned, that Qxt herfelf is lai^e of the rheumatifm. 

Another, who hath been a prude ever fince theliad the ^ 

fmall pox, is very ftitter againft the coquettes, and, their 

indecent airs ; and a fharp wit hath fent m€ a keen 

epigram againft the gamefters ; but I took notice that 

it was not written upon gilt paper. 

Having had feyeral ftr^nge pieces of intelligenco 
from the Bath; as, that moie iconftitutions wcrd 
weakei^ed there than repaired \ that the phyficiaii 
\wer« i)ot m«rc.ti§fy in dcftroyihg oldbodicsj taaa rii 
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3^angfellow& in producing new ones; with feverat 
other commonplace ftrolces of raillery ; Irefolved to' 
look upon the company therf^ as I returned lately 

out of; die country. It ¥^8 a'^eat jeft to fee fuch a . 
grave ancient perlonl as lam, in an embroidered cap, 
and brocade, lught-gown ^ but), befides the neceflity 
of complying with the cuftonn by thefe means I pat 
fed unoilcovered, and Iiad a pleafure I much covet, of 
being alone in a crowds It was no little fatisfafiion 
to me, to view thp mixed mafs of air ages and digni- 
ties upon a level, partaking of the fame benefits ofna- 
ture and minting in the fajne drverfibns. I fome- 
times entcrtamef myfelf by.-obftrving what a large' 
quantity of ground was hid under f^reading petticoats^r 
and what little patches of eartlvwere covered by crea-* 
tures with wigs and ' hats »< in comparifon with thof9 
fpaces. that,were diillngutihed by- flounces, fringes^- 
andfurbulows* From the earth my fancy Was di- 
refteito the water,. where* the diftlnftibn of fex and' 
condition are concealed, andVheve the mixture of mea' 
and women hath given occafion to Ibme perfons of 
light imaginationto^compare the\^«M to the fountain 
of SalnuKtSy which had the virtue of joining the two' 
fcxes in one perfon ; or to the ftream wherein Dian^f 
waflicAheifelf* when ihe beftowed horns on Aaton, 
But by one of a feriouS'turn,. thofe fprrngs may rather 
be likened to the ^/|r^M»^waters^ which made the bo* 
dt. HTvulherable ; or to the river of '£irt$/, one draught 
oi which waihedaway all gain and. ang^iOi in 4. mo« 
ment.. 

As I have taken u{)on'me:a name which ought to 
abound in humanity,'! ihall make it my bufinefs la 
this paper to cool and aflwage thofe malignant hu- 
mours of fcamlal which run throughout the body of 
men and' women there afliembled ; and after the man- 
Aer of thofe famous waters, I will endeavour td wipe 
away all foul alperfibns,. to reftbre bloom and" vigour 
to-decayed reputations, and fet injured charafters up- 
on their lees again. I {hall here regulate myfelf dv 
the exampk of that good man who uled to talk with* 
charity or the greateft villains •, nor was he ever heard^ 
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to fpc^k vtrhb' rigourofany one, till hcaflBnwed^ifJtlt 

feVmty that Nerd w»s a ^a'g- 

riaring -thas prepared^ thte, g^ntie^ watier,^ I' ftvafi 
jiot fcrtipl^ to entertain thee with a* paiieg^nc uyon 
the gamefters. I have lod^d fpokeniiticantibufly. 
bcretoforfe of that clafs of iiVcn ; but I fliould forfeit 
att titles to mdijcfty, fl^oiftd I any longer oppofc the 
common fcnfe of the nobility and gcntiy erf the king- 
dom. Were we to treat alf thcrfe xrith contempt who 
•are the favourites of blind chance, few levees would 
becrowdpd. It is not the height of fphere in which 
a mai^ moves, but the |Mt»ner m v^HicK te afts, that 



. great qualities of a. philofoph( 
{forms and ihvokes-the gods^ I lament that he is not 
placed 2tt. the bead of a regiment. The ' great gravity 
of the countenances round -&f*r//a^stabl'e,|^uts me in 
mind of ai council-bcsf^rd 5* and the'lndefatigabk ap- 
pIiqatioQ,^f theTev^ral combatants, furriifhes nte with. 
an unaniwerable reply to th'de glo6my fnortals * who 
^erifure this as an idle lif^.' In fhort, I cannot fee 
any feafon why gentlemen, flioijld be hindered from 
ralfing..a fortune by thofe means v^hich .at the fame 
tijpaq enlarge tKeir minds : nor (hall I fpcak dilhon-' 
our,^bl)rof fomelitilc artifictfs and fineffeiileduponthefc 
occpfipiis, Cnce.the wdtM is £p juft to any rtian who 
13 betjome a poifeHor of wealth, as not ;tb relpe£t him 
tlie lefs for the methods he took to cdihe by it; 

Upon confiderations like thefe, the ladies fhxtt in" 
the-fe diverCons. I rauft oWn^ .that I receive great 
picafure in feeing mjr pretty counffy-Women engaged 
in an amufcment \yhich puts them upon pr6clucingfo 
many virtues, • Jlereby 'Oiey acquird' fuch a boldnefe 
a^'raifcp th,em hearer that lordly creatitre, "Man. Here 
the^a'ye'taught'fuich'contempt'of wealth, as mav di- 
late their minds, and prevent many curtain leSutes. 
Their liatural tendemefs is a weaknefs here eafily un- 
learned ; and I find my foul exalted, when I fee a lady 
f^crifice the fortune ot her children with as little con- 
««rri as a Spartan oxRomafi damd» In* fuch a place as 
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f be Baih, I might urge, that the cafting of a die^s in^ 
deed the propereft exercife for a fair creature to affift 
the waters ; not to*mcntion the opportunity it gives 
to dilplay the well-turned arm, and to fcatter to ad- 
vantage thie rays of the diamond. But I am fatisfied ' 
that the gamefter-ladies have furmounted the little 
vanities of ihewing their beauty, which thdy fo fer 
negleft^'as to throw their features into violent diftor- 
tibns, and wear away their lillies and roses in tedious 
watching and refllels lutubratibns. - I fhould rather 
ohferve^ that' their chief pai&on is an emulation o£ 
ifianhood ; which I am the more inclined to believe^ 
becaufe, in fpite of all flanders, their, confidence in 
their virtue keeps them up^ all night with the itioft: 
dangerous creatures-of our fex, t K U to me an un- 
douDted argument of their eafe of confcience, that 
they go diredlly from church to the gaming-table» 
'andfo highly reverence play, as to m^e Ua great 
part of their exercife oil Sundays. 

The fFater Poets are arr iiinocent Wbc, and deferve" 
all the encouragernent Tcaa give them. It would be 
bbrbarous to treat thofe authors with bitternefs, who 
ifever write out ofy^f^ff, and whofe works are ufeful' 
with the watens. I made it my care therefore to fweet- 
en iorfitibyiLX. critics who were (harp uptma few fon- 
nets, which, to fpeak in the language of the Bath^^ 
Were mere AlkaHen I • took particular - notice of a- 
lenitz^i eliSuaryt which wa& wrapt upin foYnd of thefe* 
gentle compofitions s and am perfuaded that the pret- 
ty one who took it, was as much relieved by .the cov- 
er as the niedicine. • There. are. an hundred general 
topics put into metre every year, v/a. Tb$ lover is in* 
flamtd in tbo setter ; ist^ he finds his death njohtre he fi^iiht 
hh^urt ; \pty the npHfh feds hermun paini without re^ard^ 
ing her lover's torment, Thefe, being forever repeated, • 
have at prefent a very good effeS: ; and a phyfician 
afTures me, th^Lt laudanum is almoft out of doors at the 
3ath. 

The phyficians here are very numerdusr, bur very 
good natured. To thefe charitable gentlemen I owe^ 
d^t I>wa& Cttted/ia a weak's time, of more difteoi*'^ 
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pcrs than t ever had in itty life. They liad alinpft 
Killed me with their* humanity. A learned fellow- 
' lodger prefcribed me a iittle fometbingy at ifly fiift com- 
ing, to Keep up my fpirits ; and the next morning 1 
wa$ fo enlivened by another, as to have an order to 
bleed for nvy fever. I was proffered a cure for the 
fcurvy by a third, and had a receipt for the dropfy 
gratis befpre night. In vain did 1 modeftly decUne 
thefe favours \ iQt I was awakened early in the ^lorii- 
ing by the apothecary, who brought me a dofc from 
one of my well-wifKefs. 1 payed him, [but withal 
told him leyerelVy tkat I never took phyfic. My land- 
lord hereupon took me fqr an Italian merchant, that 
fufpefted'poifon i but the apothecary, with more 
fa;fi;acity, gucfled that twas certainly a phyfician my- 
felf. 

The oppi eflion of civilities which I underwent from 
the fage gentlemen of the faculty, frightened me from 
laajcing iuch inquiries into.tlie nature of thofc iprings, 
. 95 would have lumiflied out a nobler entert^mment 
•upon the Bath^ than the loofe hints I have now thrown 
togethetf . Every man who hath received anj benefit 
there, ought, in proportion to hjs abilities, to improve, 
adorn, or recommend it : a priiicc fliould found bof- 
^itals •, and the noble and rich may difFufe their am- ' 
pic charities. Mr., ^mpion gave a clock to the B^th ; 
and 1^ Nififr Ironfidty have dedicated a Guardian. 

Guardian, Vol. II. IsTo. 174. 

BEARDS. 

Vv HEK I was laft with rtiy friend Sir koger, in 
Wefiminfttr-Ahbiy^ I obferved that he ftood longer (ban 
ordinary before the buft of a venerable old man. I 
was at a lofs to guefs the reafon of it, when after fome 
time he pointed at the figure, and afked me if I 
did not think that Qur forefathers ^ looked much wifer 
in their beards than we <do wiihcut them : for my 
l^rt, fays he, when I a,in walking in my gallery in the 

— ^mtry, and fcemy anceftors, who many of then* died 
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before they were' of my. age, I cannot forbear regard-, 

ing them as to many old pajLriar'chs, and at the fame' 

time looking upon myfelf as an idle tmockfaced young 

fellow. I love to £ee your AhrafiAms^ ypur Ifaacs^ and 

your laoohsy as we have them in old pieces of tapeltry^ 

with beards below their girdles, that coyer half the 

hangings. The knight addedj if 1 would recoipmend 

beards uione of my pajpers, and endeavour to reftore 

human faces to their ancient dignity, that upon a: 

month's wartting he would undertake to lead up the 

faftiion himfelf m a pair of whifkers* 

I fmiled at my fncnd's fancy ; but after we parted, 
cbuld not iforbear reflcdling.on the metamorphofcs our^ 
faces have undergone i»- this particular. 

The beard, conformable to the notion of my frieni 
Sir Rogtr^ was for many, ages looked upon as the type 
of wifdom. Lucian more than once rallies the phuolo- 
phers of his time, who endeavoured to rival one an- 
other with beards J and reprefents a learne4 man who 
ftood for a profeflorftiip in philofophy, as unquafi&ed 
for it by the ihortnefs of his beard. 
. JElian^ in his account of Zoilus the pretended critic, 
who wrote againft //(?«fr andP/a/o, and thought him- 
self wifer than alt who had gone before him, tells us 
that this Zoilus had a very long beard that hung down 
upon his bread,, but no. hair upon his head, which 
he always kept clofe ihaved* regarding, it feems, the 
Kairsof hishead asfo niany fuckers, which, if they 
had been fuffered to grow, might have drawn away 
the riouriftirrient from his chin,, and by that means 
liave ftatved his beard. 

I have read fomewhere, that one of the popes rc- 
fufed to accept an. edition of a faint's works which 
were prefented to him, becaufe the faint, in fiis cffigiea 
before the book, was draWn without a beard. 

We fee, by thcfe inftanccs, what homage the world 
formerly paid to beards ; and that a barber was not 
then allowed to make thofe depredations on the faces 
of the learned, which have been permitted of later 
yearfi. ( 

^ Accordingly, feyeral wife nations have been fo ex- 
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pers than I ever had ai ^ .^^^/e poinfe of honour • 

kaied me with thei- >>^^;f:^^ were won- 

' lodger pfefcnbed ./^^^r. iX«T^^W5,in his.- 


ing, tolteep up /:;-'?;^;;;;ent, has carried the ha- 
jvas fo enhver ^;. ;Jr^5>^/?J^ us'that'on^ of hisvaifi- 
bleed for xm .^^ ;Jf^^''^tct having received fentcnce,. 
fcurvy by r >;^^^*ocfy by a couple of evil fpirits ; 
gratis hQ^ ^-.^^^fl^fUpem muffa-^ 

thefefar .^^^jjfforcti ta fecompofethem with a 
«gby ^';^;Vj:^ns, before they; eoald, get him to, 
oner ^^r^^ar^'^^ • ^ 

V^^^ g^^' , .jt into the hiftory of our own-^ nation, we 
lor >f/»,W^3f^ the 5tfx^« Hep. 

n /ii:i//^^^iit vras.very rnuch. diCcouraged by. the Nor- 
. t^%c» It fliot outi however; from, time to time^ 
M^j^i reigns, under different fliapes. The laft 
/|(^t made feeros to have been in* Queen Mary's 
^^ as the curious reader may find, ifhe pleafes to' 
^^{uic the figures of carxiinal Poole and biOiop'Gardi- 
^n theugh^at the fame tibe Fthink it may be quef- 
tfoned, if zeal againft poperv Has hot induced our 
proteftant painters to extend the beards of 'thbfe two/ 
perfeciitors beyond their natural dimenfions, in order^ 
to make them appear the more terrible.. 

I find but few beards worth taking notice of in. the . 
long reiga of king James the firft. 

During the civil wars, there appeared one which- 
malces too gteat a figvire.in ftory to be pafled over in' 
(Hence 5 I mean that of the redoubted Wa^/Arii/, an ac-. 
count of "which Builer has tranfmitted' to ppfterity,ia 

the following lines : 

• • • 

H44 tawny beard nAjas th\ equai g/rfi(i , 

Bjfth of his fwifdom 4ind his face j 

In cut and dye fa likea tyle, 

Afudden wie^vu it 'would beguile :^ • 

The u^perpirt thereof was whef, . 

Tbs nether^ orange rtiixt with grej\ 

The whiikcr continued for fomc time amonp tsA ' 
after the expiration of beards j but this is a fufrjeft •- 
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vbich Ifhall not here enter t^x>ii, tuTing difcufled it 
It large iaa diftind treatise, wfaicbl kept by me ittL^ 
.mrimcrift, upon the fmifiacho* 

If my friend- Sir Ro^r'r . prDje£i of . iatroducuigr/ 
beards flioiild' take efit^> I rear the luxiivy c^ thcK 
preftivt age would make it a very expesixTC faihien^ ' 
There. is no queftion but the besuz would foon pro^' 
vide themfeliv^s with falfe ones of the Ixriiteft colours 
and the moft immoderate lengths. A &ir beard) o£« 
the tapeftry fize Sir ^ajr ^r feems to approve, couM not^ 
come under twenty guineasi ' The famous^ golden 
beard ot Mfcula^ius would hardly be more vahiaUiii* 
than one made in the estraTagance of the faihion. 

Be/fdeSj we are not certain that the ladies would/ 
not come into the mode, when they take the air oi^- 
horfebaek. They already aopitai in hats and feath^i^ 
ersy coatd and perriwigs \ ana I iiee no reafon why we 
niay not fuppofe, that they .wbuld. have their ridimgi 
hear^ls oB the fame occafion. ' . ^ 
•^ : Spbctatoh, VoUV. No. jji. 

BEAUTT. 


A 


friend of nthie has two daughters, whom I wiH 

tzllZ^titia^ znd Dttpa^y, The former is one of the 
greateit'beauties of the age in ^hich flie lives, the ht-*'- 
tcr noway remarkable for ariychtfrms in- her pcrfohi* 
Upon this one circumftantje of' thfeir outward form>^ 
the good and ill of their life Teems to turn. - Latitia- 
from herchil^odd, heahl nothing elf<^'l?titcpmmen-' 
dations of her - fortune apd complexion ; by which- 
n^eans (he is no other than natute has made her, a 
very beautiful outfidc. The confcimrfh^ft of her 
charms has rendered Ket rnfupfl^ortaWy'Vain atid in-^ 
folent towards all that have to do wifh her. • Dafhnti 
who was almofl twetity; before one 'civil thing had 
been.faid to her, found her felf obliged 'to acquire'" 
fome accompUfhments to make up for the want of 
thofe attraiStions which (he faw in her filler. Poor 
jyafkntyffz% feldom fubmittedto in a debate whcrcia* 
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flic was concerned'} her difcourfe hid nothing to t€^- 
commend it but the good fcnfe of jit ; and inc w^s- , 
always undera neccffity to hav« .very weli. confide«jrd , 
what (he was'eoing to: wy before {he"; uttered it 5 while 
Lati/ia was liftencd to with partiality, and approbation- : 
fat in the countenances of thofe ilie converfed with» 
before ihe communicated what ihe had to fay.. Thefe 
caufes have produced fuitable cffcSts, j and l^efMM is 
•s infipid a companion* as Dmfha is an agreeable one.- . 
£ir/r//a/ confident of favour, has ftudied. no ajts to ; 
pkafe \ bapkn$y defpairing of. any inclination towards . 
ner.perfon, has depended oilly on her ttierit. Lietitia 
has always fomething in her. air that is fullen, grave,,, 
and dificonfolate ; Baphm has z countenance that ap*^ 
pears cheerful, open, and unconcerned. A young, 
gentleman this winter £zvr L^Utia a6 a play>. and be- 
came her captive. Kis fortune was fuch, ^hat he 
wanted very little introdu£lion to fpeak his fentimcnts- 
to her father. The lover wa^ admuted into the fami- 
ly^ where a concerned behaviour^ fevere looks, and 
aidant civilities, were the higheit favours he could 
obtain ixom Latitia ;> while Dapbm vat&l&m witli ther 
good-humour, familiarity, and innocence of a lifter: 
infomuch that he would often fay to her. Dear Daph- 
ne, wert thvu but as bandfim$ as Laetitia.— -She received: 
this lanjguage ^with that ingenuous and pleafing mirth, ., 
which. IS natoral to a woman withput dcfign- He 
ftill fighedin vain^ for L^ttifia^ but found cerlam relief' 
ia the agreeable co^erfation of Bapbne, At lengtih* 
heartily tired with the haughty impertinence of hatUia^ . 
and charmed with the repeated inftances of good-hu- 
mour, which he obferved.m Z)^/^^ he one day told 
the latter, that he had fomething tbfay to her he hoped 
ihe would be pleafed "^'vS^—FaUb^ Daphne, (cpntlnued* 
he,) I, Am inUvewtk thee^ and dtj^ijt tkyfiftir JtMcerely* , 
The manner of his declaring him&lf gave his miftrefs 
occafion for a. very heaity. laughter — naj^ fays he, L 
kn^Vfym^Kudd laugh at me, but VU /\/k ycur father,. He 
did fo 'y, the father received his intelligence with no- 
lefs jpy than furprife, and was very glad he had now . 
av care left hut fo« his Beauty, which he thouglH:' 
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^%e' eeuld carry to market at bis leifure. I do not 
Icnow any thing that has pleafed me fo much, a 
^gr^at while, as this tonqvicft of mj Itiend Dsfimi^s. 
All her acquaitttance congratulate her upon her' 
chsncemedley, and lau^h at that premeditatiag mur- 
derer her filter. As it is an argument of aligl.t 
mind, to think the worle of ourfenres for the impcr- 
fe£^ions of^ur perfons, it is equally helow us to value 
-ourfelves upon the advantages of them. The fe- 
male world feem to betilmoit incoFrigibly gone aftray 
in this particular ; for which reafon i iliaH recom- 
mend the following extraft of a friend's letter to the 
profefled Beauties, who are a people aimoft as infufier- 
^able as the profeficd wits. 

" Monfieur 4ie St, Evremont h^s concluded one of 
•- his eflays with affirming, that the laft fighs of an hand- 
' fome^. woman are not fo much for the Icfs of her life as 
of her besvuty. Perhaps this raillery is purftiedtoo 
far ; yet it is turned upoii a very obvious remark, Aat 
woman's ftron^flr paffion is for her own beauty, and 
that fhe values it as her favourite diftinftion. ftom 
'4ience it is that all arts which pretend to improve cT 
preferve it, meet with fo general a reception among 
: the fex. To fay nothing of many falfe helps andcon- 
. traband wares of beauty, which are daily vended in this 
great mart, there is not a maiden gentlewoman of a 
'goodfan&iiyin any county of South Britain, who has 
' not heard of the virtues of May dew, or is furniflied 
with feme receipt or other in favour of her xomplex- 
-jon : and I have known a phyfician of learning and 
Icnfe, after: eight years ftudy in the univerfity, and >a 
.jcourfe of travels into mofl countries in Europe, owe 
^the firft railing of his fortune to a cofinetic wafh. * , 
This has given me occafion to confidcr how fo uni- 
verfal a difpofition in womankind, which fprings from 
a laudable motive, the defire of pleafing, and proceeds 
.upon an opinion not altogether groundlefs, that na- 
ture may be helped by art, may Se. turned to their ad- 
vantage. . And, mcthinks, it. would be an acceptable 
. fervice totake themout of the hands of quacra att4 
- ^ret^ers, land to prevent thwimpofing upon them* 
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iche$f by <Ufix>v6ring to them ihe ^rue fscset a&d ^Ot 
of improvtng bsauty. 

• In order to thisi befoce I touch upon ^t disefUy^ it 
will be ncccfiary to lay down a few. I^relioiiaai^ max- 
ims, viz. 

That no -woman can hchandfome by the 'force of 
■features alone» any more /than flic can be witty t>idy 
by the help offpcech; 

That pridcfdeftroys all fymmetrytand grace, and af- 
^f elation is a onore terrible enemy to une faces than 
theim^tU-pox. . 

That no woman is.^apable of being ,beatitifuL ^ho 
' is notiineapaUeoF being f^e. .. . ^ 

And, that what* would be odious in a friend, is de- 
fbrmity Hn a ;miftre&. ' . 

From thcfe JEew principles, thus . laid down, it will 
^be eafyto prove, that the true art of a {lifting, beauty^ 

• coMiflis in embellifhitig the whole perfon by the ipro- 
per.ornaEments of virtuous and commendahk .qualities. 

, by this help alone it is, that th6fe who are- the favour- 
. ice workiof nature, or, as Mr. Brydin expreflcs it, .the 
. porcelain clay of humtan kind, become aaimated, and 
are in a capacity ofexerting their charms,; and thofe 
who fcem to be negicflted by her, like models wrought 
ill hafte, are capable in ai^eat meafure -of finiflnng 
Wvhat.fhe has left imperfcS. 

It is, methinks, a low jmd degrading idea^'pf 
thatfex, which was\created to* refine the joys and 
foftcnthe cares«of hunrtinity by the moft agreeable 
'participation, to coniidcv them merely as obje£ls 
'of ligqt. This ris mbridging: them of' dieir na- 
•l^raleatent of power, to pdatrthcm upon a Jcvel with 
their pi^hnres at ^KTwJKiy-'s. .tHow 'muqh nobler is^ 

• contemplation i of beauty heightened by virtae, and 
' cemmaarditii? out efteem and £ve, while it draws our 

obfervationT Howfaint and fpiritlefe are the charms 
^ of a coquette^ when compared with the real lavehaefii 

:o{'S9fhr»»U-8 imiocence, piety, good-humour and. tmth; 
''Ttfftues wUchadd.a new foftnefstoher ;fex, and even 

•beautify her beauty i That agrecablenefs which muit 

other wife h«ve«ai7earcdf Jio loryseria the .modeft rir^ 
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gin, is now preferved in the tencVr xpGther, the pru- 
dent friend, and the faithful wife. Colours artfully 
fpr€?d upon canvas may entertain the eye, but not af 
jtOi the heart i and flie who takes no. care to add to 
the natural graces of her perfon any excelling qualities^ 
may be allowed ftill to amufe, aa a picture, -but not to 
triumph as a beauty. 

Wnen ^i/am was introduced by Mil/on^ defcribing 
Eve in Faradife^ and relating to the angel the impreS 
fion he felt upon feeing Jber at her -firft creation, he 
does not reprefent her like a Grecian Venus y by her 
ihape or features, but by the luftre of her mind which 
(hone in them, and gave them their power of charm- 
ing. . ' • 

. Graceful, in all herftept^ IIea'6*n in bere^e. 
In every gejlure dignity e^nd Irve ! 

Without this eradiating power, -the proudeft fair- 
one ought to know, (whatever her glafs may fell her to 
the contrary) that her moft perfe ft features are uni- 
formed and dead. 

I cannot better clofe this moral, than by a fhort 
epitaph written by Ben j9hnfon^ with a fpirit which 
nothing could inlpire but fuch an objcft as I havv? 
beeli defcribing : 

Underneath thisftone deth lie 
As much 'virtue as, could die ; 
Whichy luhen ali've^ did *vrgour give 
iTfl as much beaut j as- cqM Ifve. 

Si*ECTAroR, Vol: I. No. 33. R- 

There is nothing which * gives . one fo pleafing a 
profped of human nature, as the contemplation of 
wfdom and beauty. .The latter is the peculiar por- 
tion of that fex wnich is therefcrd called fair; but 
the happy concurrence of both thefe e:tcellencies in the 
fame perfon, is a chara£i:er too celeftial to bQ frequent- 
ly -met with. Beauty is an over-weaning, felf-fuili- 
cient thing, carelefs of providing itfelf any more fub- 
ftantial ornaments ; nay, fo little does it confult its 
own xBterefts, that it too often defeats itfelf, by" be- 
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traying that innoceiite which renders it lovely and dc- 
iraUe. As therefore Yirtiie makes a beautiful wo- 
man appear more beautiful, fo beauty makes a virtuous 
woman really more virtuous. 

Spectator, VoL IV. No. 302. T, 


T. 


BEINGS. 


^ HOUGH there is a great deal of pleafure in con- 
templating the material world, by which I mean that 
fyflem of bodies into i^ch nature has fo curioufly 
wrought the mafs of dead matter, with the feveral rela- 
tions which tbofe bodies bear to one anothev ; there is 
ftill, methinks* fomething.-i^orc wonderful and furpri- 
fing In contemplations oo^ the world of life, by which I 
mean aU thofe animals with which every, part of the 
univerfe is fuiniflied. The material world is only th« 
ihell of the unive^rfe :. the world of life are its inhabit* 
ants. 

If we confider thofe parts of the material world 
which lie the neareft to us, and are dierefore fubjed 
to our obfervations and inqmries,at is amazing to con- 
Tider the infinity of animals with which it is ftocked* 
Every part of matter is peopled:' every gmn leaf 
{Warms with inhabitants : there is ficarce* a fingle hu* 
mour in the body of man^ or of any other ammal, in 
which our glaifes do not difcover myriads of living 
creatures. The (urface of animals is ' likewifc cover- 
ed with other animals, which are in the fame manner 
the bafis of other animals that live vpon it. Nay, we 
find in the mod folid bodies, as in marble itfelf, mnu* 
merable cells and cavities, that are crowded with fuch 
imperceptible inhabitants, as are too little for the na- 
kea eye to difcover. On the other hand if we look 
into the more bulky parts of n ?turc, we fee the fcas, 
la^es, and rivers, teemine with numberlefs kinds of 
living creatures j we find every mountahi and marlh, 
M^ildemefs and wood, plentifully ftocked with bird$ 
Wieafts ; and every part of matter affording propcc 
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liecefl*aries and c^veniences for the livelihood of muU 
titudes which inhal^it it. 

The author of the Pktality tf Worlds ^Tzmt a rerf 
goad argument from this con fi deration, for xhc pitfling 
of e?ery planet } as indeed it feema very probible^ 
from the analogy of reafpn^ that if no part of matter^ 
which we are acquainted with, lies wafte and ufele(s» 
thpfe great bodies, which are at fuch a diftance from 
usi fhould not be jdefart and unpeopltd, but rather 
they &ool4 be fusniflied with bciugs adapted to their 
reipe£livefitudtions. . ' 

fex'iftence i» onlv a bleffin^ to thofe beings which 
are endowed witn perception, and is in a manner 
thrown away upon, dead tnatteri any farthet than as it 
h fubfervient to beings whi^ are confcious of their ex- 
iftence. Accordingly we find, from the bodies which 
Ue under our obferyation, that matter is made only as 
the bafis and fupportof animals; and that there is 
no more of one,tWiwhatia iieceflary for the enft- 
«nce of the other, - - ' 

Infinite goodnefs is of fp communicative a nature^ 
that it feems to delight in the conferring of exiftence 
vpoir every degree of perceptive being. As this is a- 
ipecuktion which 1 have often purfued with great 
pleafure to myfelf, I fliall enlarge farther upon it, by 
confiderin^ that part of the* fcde of beings whica 
comes' witnin our knowledge. 

There are- fome living creatures which are raifed 
fcjut juft above dead matter. To mention only that 
^cies of fiiell-ftih, which are formed in the laihioir 
of a cone, that grow t© the fat face of feveral rocks, 
and immediately die upon being fevered from the 
place where they grow. There are many other crea- 
tures but one remove from thefe, which have no oth- 
er fenfe befides that of feeling and tafte ; . others have 
ftill an additional one of hearing, others of fmell, and 
others of fight. It is wonderful to obfervc, by what 
a gradual progrefs the world of life advances tnrough 
a prodigious variety of fpecies, before a creature is 
formed that is complete in all its fenfcs 5 and even 
aiQong theiie there is fuch a di&ront degree of per« 
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ieftion in the fenfe which one animal enjoys beyond 
what appears in another, that though the ftnfe in dif- 
ferent timn&ls be diftinguiihed by the fame common 
<lcnomination, #: feems almoft of a different nature. 
If after this^ we look into ;th€ fevctal Inward perfec- 
tions of cunniug and fagaeity, or what we genera liy 
call iuftind, we find them rifing after the fame man- 
xser autperceptiblyone above another^ and receiving ad- 
ditional improvements, according to the fpecies in 
'whichTthey: are implanted. This pro^efs in nature 
IS fo yery gradual, that the mofl: perfe^ of an inferior 
fpecies co^cs very ^lear to the moft imperfeS of that 
which is immediately above it. 

The exubeJmnt and overflowing goodnaij of the 
.^apreme Being, whofe mercy extends to all his 
'worlis, is piginly 'feenj-as-I have before hinted, from 
his having made fo.very little matter, atkaft what 
faUs within our knowledge, that doe^ not fwarm 
with life, .nor 'is his goodnefs lefsfeen iii the diver- 
iniy than in the raulti.tude of living . creatures. Had 
.he.only juade one fpecies of animals, none <Jf the reft 
would: ha^e enjoyed the happinefs of exiftence. He 
has tKercfore Ipecifi^ in his creation every degree of 
liicj every capacity of being. The whole chafm of 
n^tur«, from a plant to a man, is filled up with di- 
vers kinds of creatures rifing one over another, by 
iiich a gentle and eafy afcent, that the little tranfi- 
ti6ns»and,dev2ations from cne fpecies to another arc 
,*almofl infeniible. This intermediate fpace is fo well 
hulbanded and managed, that there is fcarce a de- 
gree of perception whick does not appear in fome one 
part of the world of life. Is the goodnefs or wifdom 
of the Divine Being more manifelted in this his pro- 
<:ce(liMg ? 

. There v^ a canfcquence befides thofe I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, which feems very naturally deduci- 
bl'*..froni the foregoing confiderations. If the fcaie 
of being rifcs, by fuch a regular progrefs, fo hi^h as 
man^ we may by a parity, of reafon fuppofe that it 
liill proceeds ^adually thiough thofe beings which 
sre of a fupenos nature to him ; iiucc there is an in- 
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finitely greater fpace and room for difFerent degrees of 
pcrfe^ion between the Supreme Being and Man^ 
Aan between man and the moft defpicable infeft. 
The conle^uence of fo great a variety of beings> 
which are fuperior to us, from that variety which is 
inferior to us, is made by Mr. Lecke^ in a paflage 
which P (hall heie fet down, after having premifed 
that, no twithftanding there is fuch infinite room be*^ 
tween Man and his Maker for the creative power to 
exert itfclf 111, if is impoflible that it jQiould ever be- 
filled up, fince ther^ wili be. ftiU an infinite gap or. 
diftance between the hi^heft. created- being and the 
power which produced him.'. --^ * 

That there uioald be more ^«>i of intelligent crea- 
tures above^ us, than there 'ave of fenfible or material- 
below us, is probable to me from hence ; that in all the 
corporeal world we fee no chafins, or no gaps* AIL 
quite down* from us the defccnt is by eafy fteps>and 
a continued feries of things that ineach remove differ 
very little one from the other. . There arc fifhes that: 
have wings, and arc- not ftrangers to the airy region^ 
and there are feme birds, ^at are inhabitants of the 
water, whofe blood is as cold as fifhes, and their flefhi 
fo like in tafte, that the ficrupulous are allowed thenv 
en fifh days. There-are animals fo near akin both to^ 
birds and beafts, that they are in the middle betweeiv* 
both. Amphibious animals link the teneftriat and 
aquatic together \ feals live at land and at feaj and 
poirpoifes have thic warm blood and entrails of a hog ; 
not to mention what is confidently reported* of mer-^ 
maids orrfea^men. There are fbmc brutes that Ceenx. 
to have as much knowledge and reafon as. fome that 
are called men ; and the anunal and vegetable king-, 
doms are fb nearly joined, that if you will take the 
lowed of one, and the higheft of the other, there wilk 
fcarce beperceived any great difieience between theni. 
and fo on, tilLwe come to the very loweft and the 
mod iaorganical parts o£ matter, we (hall find every, 
where that the feveral fpecies are linked together, and 
difier but in ahnoft infenfible degrees. And when wc. 

CQofidpr tbe iofioitc power and wi£dom of the Makct^/ 
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we have reafon to think, that rt is fuitable to the mag- 
iiificent harmony of the univerfe, and the great de- 
fign and infinite goodnefs of the ArGhite£l, that the 
jj^edes of creatures -fliould aUb, by gentle degrees, af- 
cend upward from us toward his , infinite perfetSlion, 
as we lee they gradudly defeend from us downwards : 
which if it be probable, we have reafon then to he 
perfuaded, that there are far nwre /^edes of creatures 
nbovc us, than there are beneath ; we being in de- 
grees of perfe£lion much more remote from the infi- 
nite being of God, than we are ftom the lowefl: {lata 
of being, and that whicn 'approaches neareft to noth- 
ing. And yet of all thpfe diU'mii Jpedis we have no 
clear diltinft ^flV/z/." 

In this fyllem. of being, ^hercjs no creature fo won- 
derful in its nature, and'which. fo much deferves out 
5)artic Mar attention, as Man, who fills up the middle, 
pace between the animal and intellefhial nature, the 
vifible and invifiblc world f- and is that link in the 
chain of beings which has been often termed the KKg-^ 
us utriijque mundi. So,that,he whoin one refpeci is a/- 
fociated with angels, and arch^angels, may look upon 
^ Being of infinite perfe£]tion as his father, . and the 
higheft order of fpirits as his brethren, may in aji- 
other refpe£l: fay to cprrupd(.n,ihou art my father ; and-f^ 
ths 'WQrm, thou art my mother and myjijier^ 

SptcTATOR^ Vol. VII. No. 519. O^ 


RILLS OF- MORTALITY. 

\j PQN taking my feat in a coffee -hovfe,. I ofc«ft 
draw the eyes ofthe whole room upon me when in- 
the hotteft feafonsof news, and at a time perhaps that 
the Dutch mail is juftcome in, they hear meaiic the- 
cofFec-man for his laft week's bill of mortality. I find 
I have been taken fometiines.on this . occafion- for a 
p^rifti Sesct^ity fon>etijiics for an Undertahr, and fomc- 
times for a Do£ler of phyfic. In this, however I an» 
glided by die fpirit of a philofopher, d& I take occa« 
fipn from hence to rcfie<a upoa ihe r«5galar inc^eafe , 
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and diminution of mankind, and confider the feveral 
various ways through which we pnfs from life to im- 
mortality. I am very well pleafed with thcfe weekly 
admonitions that bring into ray mind fuch thoughts as 
ought to be the -daily entertainment of every reafona* 
ble creature, and confider with pleafure to myfelf, by 
wiiich of thofe deliverances, or as we commonly caft 
them, diftempers, I may pofTibly make my efcape 
out of this world of forrows mto that condition of ex- 
iftence wherein I hope ta behappier than it is pofllble 
for me at prefent to conecive; 

" But thid is not all the ufe I make oC the above* 
mentioned weekly paper. • A bill of mortality is, in 
my opinion, an unanfwefable argument for a iProvi- 
dence. How can we, without fuppofing ourfelves 
under the conftant care of a Supreme Being, give any 
poffible account for tliat nice proportiort which we 
hnd in every great city between the deaths and births 
of its inhabitants, and between the number of males- 
andvthat of females who are brought into the world ?• 
What elfejcould adjuft In^fo exact a manner the re- 
cruits of every nation to its lofies, and divide thefe 
new fupplks of people mto fuch eaual bodies of both 
foccs ? Chance could never hold tne balance with fo* 
fteady a hand. - Were we not counted out by an in- 
telligent Supervifor, wc fhouM fometimes be over- 
charged with multitttdes, and at others wafte away in- 
to a defart : we (hould be fometimes a Pofulus ncrum^ 
as Fiorus elegantly exprefles it, a generation ef mzitsy 
and at others, a fpccies. of women*. Wje may extend 
this confideration to every fpecies ojf living creatUyes^ 
attti consider the whole animal world as an* huge ar- 
zhy'Qiade iip of innumerable corpsy if I may. ufe that 
term^ wHofe quotas have- been kept entire ncarfive. 
thoufand years, in fo wonderful a manner, that there 
IS not probably a (ingle ipecies loft during this long^' 
txzSt of time. Could we have general bills of mor^' 
tality of every kind of animals,, or particular- ones ofj 
every fpecies in each continent and ifland, I could al- 
moft fay in every wood> ootarfli) or. mountain, what- 
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aftonifliiHg inftances would they be of that Provi- 
dence which watches over all its works ! 

I have heard of a great man in the ^omt/fj Churchy . 
who, upon reading thote words in the 5 th Chapter of 
Cenefis'-'^dalltke dtrfs that Adam lively njoirt ninthundred'' 
and thirty yearsy and he died\ atti all the- d'ays tf/"Seth otr/-*. 
nim hundred tnuel^ue years y and he ^ied ; and all the days pf 
Methufelah 'were nine hundred and fixty-nint years y and he 
died ; immediately (hut himfelf up in a Convent, and 
. retired from the world, .as not thinking any thing in- 
this life worth purfuing, which Ipd no regard to an- 
other. 

The truth of it is, there is notbiti^ in Kft'ory which; 
is fo improving to the reader as tho^ accounts whicl> 
we meet with of the deaths of cmiiient perfons, and 
of their behaviour in that dreadful feafon. I may alia 
add, that there are no parts in hiftory which afffedfc 
and pleafe the reader in fo fenfilfle a manner. The- 
feafon I take to be this, becaufe ^etb is 00 other fingle 
circumftance in the ftory of any peifon, which caoa 
poffiUy be the cafe of every one- who' reads it. A. 
battle or ar triumph are conjefkures in which not one 
in .a million is hkely to be engaged ; but when we 
iiee a peribn at the pofnt of deatn^ we cannot foibear- 
being attentive to every thing he fays or does* becaufe* 
we are fure tbat fome time orother we.ihaI]^ourfeI>re& 
be in the fame melancholy circumftances. The Gen- 
eral, the Statefnoan, or tlfe FhilofopKei^ are perhapft^ 
chara&ers. which we may never a£t in ; but the Aj^ 
ing man is one whom fooiieror> later we (hall certain*' 
ly refembte. 

It if perhaps for tKd fime kind of realbn that i^m- 
books written in Englifli have been* fo much penifcd^ 
as Dr. ^i^#r/«ri's diJbourfe upon- death \ though at die* 
fame time I muft own, that< he who has n^t-peruferf- 
this ezeeUentpiece^has not perhaps read one of the 
ftrongeft pcrfuafives, to. a religious life that ever was* 
written in any language. 

The confidemtion' with which I (hall. cli!>fe this ef^ 
^y upon! death, is one o£ the moft ancient and moft 

*noral9 that teur« beea iccoouQcndcd to iqgit^ 


XDDSONiAN MISCELLANY. 165 

ynd : But Its being fo very comhion, and fo univer- 
felly received, though it fates away from it the grac6 
of novelty, adds very 'much to the weight of it, as it 
(hews that it falls in with. the general fenfe of man- 
kind. In (hort, I would have every one coniider, that 
he is in this life nothing more than a paffenger, and 
that he is not to fet up his reft here, but to Keep an 
attentive eye lipon that ftate of being to whicli he 
approaches every moment, and which will be forever 
fixed and permanent. This fmgle confideratioh 
would be fu^dcient to extinguifb the bitternefs of ha- 
tred,' the thirftof avarice, and the cruelty of ambi- 
tion. " . 

I am very much pleafed with the paflage of Ami-' 
phanesy tl very ancient poet, who 'lived near an hundred 
years before Soeratei^ wTiich reprefents the life of man 
under'this view, as I have here tranflated it, word for 
word. " Be not grieved, (fays he) above meafure for 
thydeceafed friends ; they are not dead, but have on- 
ly finiflied that journey, which it is neceflary for every 
one of us to ta\e. We ourfelves muft go to that great 
place of reception, in which they are ail of them af;- 
fembled, and in this general rendezvous of mankind^ 
live together in another ftage of being." ' - 

I think I have in a. foriuet paper .taken notice of 
thofe beautiful pietaphgrs in fcripture, where life is 
termed a pilgrimage, ' and thofe who pafs through it 
are called ftrangers and fojourners upon earth. I (hall 
conclude this wifh a ftory which I have fomewhere 
read in the travels -of Sir John Chardin, That gentle- 
man .after having told us that the Irnis which receive- 
the Caravans in Perjl^^ and the eaftern ;(iountries, are 
galled by the name of Carai/anjaries^ gives us a relation 
to the folio wing purpofc'i 

A Der'ui/ey travellings through Tartary^ being arrived 
at the town of • 5^/^; went into the king's pftlace by 
miftake, as thinking it to be a public inn or car.ivanfa^ 
ry. Having loojced about him for fome time, \i^ en- 
tered into a lone gallery, where he hid down his wal- 
let and fpread his carpet, in order to repofe himfeTf 
upon it, after the manner of the «aftern nationjs. He 


1<J6 ADDISONIAN MISCELLANY. 

had not been long in this pofture beibre he was dtf^ 
ppyered by fpme of the guards, who spiked hint what 
was hi3 bufinefs in that ])Iace : The Dirwi^ told him 
he intended to take up his nights lodgmg m that cara^ 
vanfary. Th^ guards let him know vol a vevy angry 
manner^ that the houfe he was in was not a caravaav 
fary, but the king'^ palace. It happened that the kio|r 
himielf pa^ed through the gallery during thts:debite,i. 
9nd fminng at the miftake of the Dipvi/ey sSkti him. 
l^ow he could pofGbly be fo dull as Hot ta diftingmib 
. a palace from a caravanfary : Six, fa^^the Dirvjfi, awo 
me leave to aOc your Majefty a ^^eftion qr two i W ha 
were the perfons who lodged m this houfe when it 
was firft built ? The king replied, bis Jnc^pn* And* 
who fays the Deruifiy was the hft nerfon that lodged 
here ? The king replied, his Satlur. \ And who i8> 
fays the Dtrvife^ the perfpn that lodges here at pre<» 
fent ? The king told him, it ^as bt him/elf, . And who, 
f^ys he, will be here after you ? The king anfweredj, 

tb$ j^ung Prince bis Scn^ AJi* Sir, fays the Dervi/e^^- 

hdufe that changes its inhsibitants fo olten, andxeceives 
fijich s(. perpetual fuccefiion of guefts, is not a palacej 
hut a car^vdn/aiy* 

SpectatoRj Vol. IV. No. 289. L- 

BLOCKHEADS. 

W HEN I came to thq Coflfee-Houfe this cvcnin^^ 
tjie man of the houfe delivered me a book very finefy 
bound. When I received it, I overheard one of the 
boys whifper another, and fay, it was a fine thing to 
be a great fcholar ! What a pf etty book that is ! It 
has indeed a very gay outfido, and is dedicated to mc 
fajr a very itigenious gentleman, who does not put his 
xyime to it. The title of it, for the work is in latijt, 
is, Epijlolarum Qh/curorum Firorumy ad Dam. M. Ortuimm 
Gratiumy Volumnia IL &c. — " The epiftles of the ob- 
fcure writers to Ortuinus^^ &c. The purpofe of the 
work is fignified in the dedication> in very elegant 
Unjuagc and fine ftttljery, ft feeo^s thia is a coficc- 
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tlon of lett^s, which fome profound blockheads wh6 
lived before our times, have written in honour of each 
othct'a abfurdities. Tliey are moftly of the German 
aatidnsy whence from time to time an inundation of 
writers have flowed, more pernicious to the learned 
world, than the fwarms of Goths and Vandds to the 
politic. It is, methinks, wonderful, that fellows 
ihouldbe i&wake and utter fuch incoherent conceptipns^ 
and converfe wifh great graviiy ilikc learned men, 
without the' lead tafte of knowledge or good fenfc. It 
would have been an endlefs labour to have taken any 
other method of expofing fuch impertii(iences, than by 
tin edition of their own works, where you fpe their 
follies, according to. the ambition of fuch virtuoii, in 
a more c6rre<Jl edition. 

Looking over diefe accompliffied labours, I could 
not bii.t reflefl upoil the immenfe ^load of writings 
which the commonality of fqholars have pufhed into 
the worldj and the abfurdity of parents, who. educate 
cfowds to fpend their time in purfuit of fuch cold and 
fprightlefs endeavours to appear in public. It feems 
therefore a fruitlefs labour,, to attempt the corrcdlion 
of the tafte of our cotemporaries, except it was in 
our power to burn all the fenfelefs labours of our an- 
ceftors* There is^ fecret propen%y in naxtire, from 
generation k) generation, in uie. blockheads of one 
age, to admire thofe of another ; and men of the fapie 
imperfe£tions are'^as great admirers of each other, as 
thole of the fame abilities. * 

- Tills great mifchief of voluminous follies, proceeds 
from a misfortune which happens in all ages, that 
men of barren ceniufes, but fertile imaginations^ are 
breid fcholars. This may at firft appear a paradox ; 
but when wc confider the talking creat'ures we meet in 
public places, k will no Ipiiger be fuch. Rdpb SJial-* 
low IS a youn^ fellow that has not by nature any the 
leaft propenfity to ftrike into what has not been ob- 
ferved and faid, every day of his life, by others : But 
with that inability of fpeakin^any thing that is uncom- 
mon, be has a great readinefs at what he can fpeak of,, 
and his ipiagination runs into all the different views of 
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the fubjeft he treats of iii a moment. If Ra{f^ had 
1( aVninc^ added to the common chit-chat of the town, he 
would have been a difputant upon all topics that ever 
were cbnfidered by men of his own genius. , As for 
my part, I never am teazed by any empty town-fello\p^, 
but I blefs my flars that he was not bred aTcholar. 
This addition we mud confider, would have made him 
capable of maintaining his follies ; his bein^ in the 
iifTong Would have beeri pr6te6led by fuitable argu- 
ih<ents ; and wh^n he was hedged in biy logical terms 
arid falfe appearances, you mult Have owned ydurfelf 
convinced before you could then have got rid of him, 
and the {hame of ms triumph, had been added to the , 
pairi of "his impertinence. 

There is a lort.-of littlenefs in the minds of men o£ 
wrong fenfe, wl^ich makes: them much more ipfufFer- 
able than mere fools, and has the farther inconvenience 
of being attended by an'eiidlefs Iqquacitj 5, for which 
itafon it would be i Very proper work if fome well- 
wifher to huntan ibciety would confider the teftns vp- 
on which people meet in public places, in order to 
prevent the unfeafonable declamations which we meet 
with thetei I remember in my youth it was an hu- 
mour at the univcrfity, when a lellow pretended to be 
more eloquent than otdirlary, and had formed to him- 
ftlf a plot to gain all our 'admiration^ or triumph over 
us with an argument, to either of which he iiad no 
manner of caif 5 ' I fay, in either of thefe cafes, it w;?s 
the humour to fhut one eye. This whimfical way of 
taking notice -to him of his abfurdity, has prevented 
many a man from being a coxcomb. If amongft 
us, on fuch a;n occafion, each man offered a voluntary 
rhetprician fome fnufF, it would probably produce the 
fame effeft. As the matter now ftandsj whether a 
man will or not,he is obliged to be informed in what- 
ever another plcafes to entertain him with, though the 
preceptor makes' thefe advances out of vanity, and not 
to inftruct, but infuk him. • 

There is no man will allow him who wants cour- 
age, to be called a good foldier ; but men who want 
good fertfe are very frequently not only alJowc4 to be 
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fcholars but efteemed for being fuch. At the fame 
time it muft be granted that as courage is the natural 
part^ of a foldier, fo is a good underftanding of a fchol- 
ar. Such little minds as thcfc, whofe produftions are 
colleSed in a volume to "which I have the honour to 
be patron, are the inftruments for artful men to work 
with, and become popular with the unthinking part of 
mankind. In courts, they make tranfjparent flatterers $ 
in camps, oftentatious bullies i in colleges unintelligi- 
ble padants ; and their faculties are u^d accordingly 
by thofe who lead them. 

When a man who wants judgment is admitted into 
the eonyerfation of reafohable men, he fhall remember 
iuch improper circumftances, ajid draw fuch.ground- 
fcfs conclufions from tlieir difcourfe*, and that with 
fuch colour of fenle, as would,, divide the bed fet of 
company that could be gottqgether. It is juft thus 
Avith a fool who has a familinrity with books : He 
fhall quote and recite one author againfl: another^ in 
fuch a manner'as (hall puzzle the beft underftanding 
to refute him ; though the mo ft ordinary capacity may 
obferve, that it is only ignorance that makes th^ intri* 
cacy. All the true ufe of what we call learning is 
to enoble and improve our natural faculties, and 
not to difguife our imperfe^Hoils. It is therefore 
i«-vain for folly to attempt to conceal itfelf by the ref- 
uge of learned language. Literatjire does but make 
a man m'ore eminently the thing which nature made 
him ; and Polyglot iei^ nad he ftudied lefs than, he Jia8» 
and writ only in his mother tonguCj had been known 
only in Grtai Britain for a pedant. ♦ 

Tatlek, VoL rV. No. 197. 
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BLINDNESS. 


VV HILE others are bufied in relations which con- 
cern the interefts of princes, the peace of nations, and 
the revolutions of empires, I think (though thefe arc 
very great fubje£ls) my themeof -difcourfe is fome- 
times to be of matters of a much higher confideration. 
. - P 
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.- .- .. ,: J^;, of ProYidence and Nature, and ftrang^ 
.,.v ^..ua are brought about in aa initant, are 
.-> .o liiey come within our view and obfexvation, 
4«.. K 4tvt;a to thepublic. Such things arc not ac- 
>,<^»pdni<d wiA fhow and noife, and therefore feldom 
^r .w tie eves of the inattentive part of mankind, but 
4iC YCty proper at once to exercife our humanity, 
>/i ^:iic our imaginations, and improve our judgments- 
it atay not be therefore unufeful to rejate many cir- 
ft^umllances which were obfervable upon a late cure 
done upon a young gentleman who was born blind« 
^ndon the 29th of June laft received his (ight, at 
jthe age of twenty years, by the operation ef an oc- 
culift. This happened no^ farther off than NeuLing- 
icH i and the work, was prepared for in the following 

jaaamier : 

The operator, Mr. Grants" having obferved the eyes 
.of his patieat, and conviaded his friends and relations, 
^mong others the Reverend Mr. Ca/well, minifttr 0/ 
the place, that.it was highly probable ht could remove 
lite obftacle which pievented the ufe of his fight. All 
his acquaintance who had any regard for the young 
manor curiofity to be jprefentr when one of full age 
and underftanding received a new fenfe, aflembled 
themfelves on this occafion. Mr. Cafu:4l being a gen- 
tleman particularly curious, defired the whole compa- 
ny in cafe tbeblindnefs fhould be cured, to keepfecret, 
and let tjie patient make his own obfcrvation^, without 
the dir^aion of any thing he had received by his 
other fenfes, or .the advantage of difcovering his friends 
'by their voices. Among Sveral others, the mother, 
brethren, fifters, and a young gentlewoman for whom 
he had a paflion, were prefent. The work was per- 
-formed with great (kill and dexterity. When the pa- 
tient firft received the dawn of lignt, there appeared 
fuch an extacy in his aftion, that he feemed ready Xo 
fwoon away in furprifc of |oy and wonder. The fur- 
geon ftood before him witn'his inftruments in his 
nands. The young man obferved him from head to 
-foot ; after which he furveyed himfclf as carefully, 
;^nd feemed to compare him to hinjfelf j and obferving 
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both their hands, feemed to think they were cxTL&ly 
alike, except the inftruments which he took for part* of - 
his hands. When he had continued in this amaze-- 
ment for fo me time, his mother could not longer bear* 
the agitations of fo many paflions'as thronged upon- 
her ;. but fell upon his necK, crying out, My Son, mf 
Son I I'Jie youth knew her voice, arKl (iould fpeak no^ 
more than, O me !" are you my mother ? and faint •• 
ed. The wh^le room you will cafily conceive, wcre^ 
very afTeftionately employed in recovering him ; bur 
above all, the young gentlewoman who loved him, and' 
whom he loved, fhrieked in the Iqadeftmanner. That 
voice feemed to have a fudden eileft upon him as he 
rccovered, and he (he wed-a double curiofity in obferv-- 
ing her as Hi^ fpoke, andv^allcd to him \ till at laft ha 
broke out. What has been done to me ? Whither any 
I carried ? Is all tMs about me the thing I have fo of-- 
ten heard of ? Is this the light ? Is this feeing ? Were 
you always thus happy, when you faid you were al- 
ways glad to fee each other ? Where is Tcm who ufed^ 
to lead me ? But I could now, methinks go any where ' 
"without him. He offered to move, but feemed afraid- 
of every thing around him.' When they faw his dif^- 
fkulty, they told him, till he became better acquaint- 
ed with his new being, he mufl: let the fervant ftilh 
lead him. The boy was called for and prefaited to 
him. Mr. Cafwell afked him what fort of being he 
t©ok Tom to be before he had fecn him. He anfwcr- 
ed, he believed there was not fo much of him as of. 
himfelf ; but he fancfed him the fame fori of crea- 
ture, 'fhe noife of this fudden change made all the? 
neighbourhood throng to the place where he was. As 
he faw the crowd thickening,, he defired Mr. Ca/wellr 
to tell him how many there were in all to be kcn^ 
The gentleman fmiliiig, nnfwered him, that.it wOuld 
be very proper for him to return to his late condition^ 
and fufler his eyes to be covered till they had received* 
ftrength ; for* he might remember well enough, that^ 
by degrees he had from little and little come to the. 
ftrength he had at piefent, in his ability of walking and-, 
moving ; and that it was the fame thing with his eyes, «. 
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which he faid would lofe the power of continuing to^ 
him that wmiderful tranfport he tvas now in, except 
he woidd be contended to lay afide the nfe of them 
till they were ftr^ng-enough to bear the Hght without 
fo much fueling as he knew he underwent -at prefent. 
With much reludiance he wa« prevailed upon to have 
bis eyes bound, in which condition they kept him in 3 
dark room, till it was proper to* let the organ receive 
its bbje£ts withput further precaution. During the time 
of this darknefs be bewailed bimfelf 'in the moft dif- 
tre0ed manner, and accufed all his friends, compbin- 
ixiig that ibmeancantation had been wrought upon hiro» 
and foine ft range magic ufcd to deceive him into aii 
opinion that he liad enjoyed what they call fight He 
sbdded, that the impremons then, let in upon his foul 
woukl certainly diftra^ him, if he were not fo at 
prefent. At another time he would ftrive to name the 
perfons he had feen among the crowd after he was 
couched, and would pretend to fpeak, in perplexed 
terms of his own making, of what he in that fhort 
^me bbfervedj But on the ^th inftant It was thought 
proper to unbind his head V and the young woman, 
whom he loved was inftrufked to open his eyes ac- 
cordingly, as' well to endear herfelf to him by fuch a 
circumftance as to moderate bis extacies by the per- 
fuafion'of a voice which had fo. much power over him 
us. hers ever had. Whea this beloved young woman 
began to take oflF the binding ofi^ his eyes, (he talked to 
him as follows : 

;" Mr. William^ I am now taWng the binding ofF j- 
though when I confider what I ani doing, I tremble 
with the apprehenfion, that (though I have from my 
very childhood loved you, dark as you were, and 
though you had conceived fo ftrong a love for me, 
yet).you will find that there is fuch a thing as Beauty, 
whicn may^ enfnare you into a thoufand paflions, of 
which you are now innocent, and take you from me 
forever. But before I put myfelf to that hazard, tell 
me in what manner that love you always profeffed to 
me« ever entered into your heart } for its uiual admif- 
fion is at the eves." 
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The young man anfwcrcd, ** Dear Lydid^ if I ana 

t0 lofe my fight,, the foft pan tings which I hare always 
felt yihen I heard yout voice j if I am no more to dif- 
tinguifli the ftep of her I love when (he approaches ► 
me, but tb chkn^e Xhit fsveet and frequent pkafure 
for fuch an amazement as I knew the little time I late- 
ly faw 5 or, If T am to have any thing beCdes which 
"may take from me the fenfe I have of what appeared- 
mod pleafing ta ,mc at that time (which apparition it- 
feems was you^ pui^ ojat thefe eyes before they lead me 
to be ungrateful to you or unto myfelf. i wifh for 
them but to fee you i pull ,themout».if they arc to* 
make me forget you/* 

Zj^y/« was extremely fatisfied with thefe aiTiirancesV. 

and pleafed herfelf with playing with his i>erplexiti^S» 

Ri all his talk to her, he Ineweq but very f^m ideas o£ 

ainy thing whicli had not been received at die cars, . 

and clofed his proteftations to h^r by faying, that i£ 

fie were to fee VahMia and Barcehna whom He fuppof- 

- W the moft efteemed of all women, by the quarrel 

-Vltere was about tbcm, he, would never Iikc any other " 

■ItetZ^^/tf., ^ -^ . ■ '. 

' Tatleu, Vol. II. No. 55;. 

: BOQKis; 

_ _RISTOTLE tehs us, diii the world is a- copy^r* 
tranfcript of thofe ideas which are in the mind of the ' 
feft being ; and that thofe ideas which ate in the mind 
of man, are a tranfcript of Ac world* To this we 
may add, that words ■ are the tr^nfcripl of ^ thofe ideas • 
which are in the mind of man, arm that writing or ' 
iWinting are'the tranfcript of words. 

As the Supreme Being has exprefled,' and as it weic ^ 
printed his ideas in tilje creation;^ men exprefr their ideas > 
m b90ks» whicK by^the great invention ol thefe latter 
ages may lad as long as the fon >nd mopn, and periflt • 
only in the wreck of nature. "Thus C^^tu/fui in hispo- • 
em on the refurreSion,' mentioning the deftwftiwof i' 
die uniVerfe^bas thofe admirable hne& \ 

P2 
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Novf all thi nuidt is^endtdjky^ y 

Jind all the harmonious ^worfds on high, > 
Jttd VirgilV Jacred works yjhall dit. y 

There fe no other method of fixing thofe thoughts 
which arife and difappear in the mind of man, and 
tranfmitting them to the laft period of time \ no other 
method of giving permanency to our ideas, and pte- 
ferving the knowledge of any particular perfon^ wnen 
his body is mixed with the common mats of. matter, 
and his foul retired into the world of fpihts. . Books 
lire the legacies that ^ great.genius leaves tp mankind, 
^hich are delivered down from generation to gene- 
Tation, as prefents to the pofterity of thofe who are 
' jet unborn. 

All other arts of perpeioating our ideas contintte but 
' "9, fliort time. Statues* can laft but a few thoufand of 
jearSi edifices fewer, and colours ftill fewer than ed— 
afices. Michael Angeloi Foniana^ and Raphael, will here- 
aifter be what Phtdias, Vitru'vius, and JpptUes, sac ,at 
prefent ^ the names of great ftatuaries^ archite&s, ^^ 
painters, whofe works are loft. The feveral arts ai;e 
cxprefTed in mouldering materials ; Nature (inks un-^ 
der them, and is not able to fupport the ideas which 
are imprefied upon it. 

The circumftance which gives authors an advantage 
above all thofe ^reat mafters, is this *, that they can. 
multiply their originals, or rather can make copies of 
their works, to what number they pleafe, which fbali 
jbe as valuabie;[as the originals themlelves. This gives 
a great audior fomething like a profpe£t of eternity, 
but^at the fame time deprives him of thoie other ad- 
vantages which artifts meet with. The artift finds 
greater returns in profit, as the author in fame. What 
an ineftimable price would a Virgil, or a Homer, a. 
'£scera, or an Jrifictle bear, were their works, like a ftat- 
ne, a buildings or a pifture, to be confined only in oae 
place, and made the property of a fingle perfon ^ 

If writings are thus durable, and may pafs from age* 
to age throughout the whole courfe of time, how 
Wef tti jliouiLa m authpr be ojf committing any things 
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to print that may corrupt pofterity, and poifon the 
minds of men with vice and error ! Writers of great 
talents, who employ their parts in propagating imma- 
rality and feafoning vicious fentmients with wit anrf 
huniour, are. to be looked upon as the pefts of fociety, 
and the enemies of mankind. They leave books be- 
hind them (as* it. is faid of thofe who die in diftem- 
pers which breed an ill-will towards their own fpe- 
cics) to fcatter infeftion, and deftroy their pofterity. 
They aft the counterparts of a Confucim or a Socrater, 
and feem to have been fent into the world to *de- 
prave human nature,' and fink i^ into the condition of 
Drutalitv. 

I have»feen fome Romiin GathpUc authors who teU 

t^s that vicious writers continue in purgatory, fo long' 

as the influence of their writings continues upon pof» 

tcrity. For purgatory, fay they, is nothing elfe but 

a cleanGtig us of our fins, • which ciinnot be faid to; 

be done away fo long as they^continue to operate and 

corrupt mankind. The vicious author, fay they, fins 

alter ideathr^nd.fb long as he continues to im, fo 

long muft he expeft to'oe puhiflied.) Though the 

Roman Catholi^ notion bf purgatony be indeed very 

ridiculous, one cannot but think that if the foul, ar-« 

ter ddith, has .any knowledge of wharpafles in this 

world, that of an ^immoral writer would receive 

much mOreffigret from the fenfe hi ; cor pupting, than 

fati.sfackion from the thought of pleafing his furviving 

admirers* 

• To take off from tjie fcverity of .tliisf fpecuktion, 1 
**aU, conclude this paper %vith the ftoi^ of an atheifti- 
ca^author, who at a time when he lay dangeroufly 
fick,qnd had defired tli© affiftance of a ^leigbbouring 
CuraV^ confeil'cd to him with great contrition, that 
nOthingTjit more heavy at his heart, than the fenfe of 
his havirlj^fg^^.^^ the age by his writings, and that 
their evil ^^ence was likely to continue after death. 
The CuratejjjjpQ^ farther examination, finding the 
penitent in tht^^tmoit agonies of defpair, and^ oeinff 
himfelfamanoii^arnlugj told him that he hoped hit 
cafe was not to Spcsate as. hfi apprehended, fince h& 
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r ' A ^Ka* he vi^^s^o very fenObh of his fault, and to 

Siv r^^^^ '<^( ^^- ^^^^^ P'^^^^°' ftill urged the 
1 temency o^ ^'^^ ' ^^^ ^"^ fubvert all religion, and 
Te iff tie .ground oi ^ope tkere could be for one whofe 
IvTitm^ \yoM continue to do mifchief when his body 
^35 Jafrf in ailiea. The Curate, finding no other way 
to comfort hina> told him that he drdAvell rn being at- 
t'l&cd for the Qvil' defign with which he publiflicd his 
book, but ^'^-^ he ought to be very thankful that there 
^va$ no danger of its doing any barm ; that his cauie 
^^aiio very bad, and his arguments fo weak, that he 
dfd not apprehend any ill effefts from it ;- in Abort that 
he might rtft fatisfied his bopk coujd do no more mif- 
chief after his death, than it had done'whilfthe was 
living. Tp which he added,, for his farther fatisfac- 
tion, that he did n6t believe any befides his particular 
friends and acquaintance had ever been at the pains of 
reading it, or that any body after his death would ever 
inquire after it. The d)^iftg man h^d ftill fo mudi the 
frailty of an author in hifp, as^^to be cut to the beairt- 
with thefe confolations ; and ti»ithout anfwering the - 
gopd man, a(ked hi# friends about htm {with a peevifli- - 
Befs that is natural to a fick perfon) where they had 
picked up fuch a blockhead v.and whether they thought 
hi 01 a proper perfdn to attend one m his. condition I 
The Curate finding that the author did not expe^l: to 
bee dealt with as a^xiral and ilncere penitent* but as si 
penitent of importance, after a Ihort admonition witl^ 
drew, not queftioning but he (hould be again fent for> 
|f the ficknefs grew deiSperate. The author howevf^ 
reoovered, and .has fince written two or thr^e ot>^t 
4ra£ls wkh the fam6 fpirit, and, very luckily for *^ ^ 
poor f9ul> w^ the fame fuccefs. 

Spectator^ Vol. IL No. ^^' 
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BUSY PART of thi Wiirld. 

^M^ANiaND is divtded into two -^rts, die Buftp^ 
*nd the Idle. The Bufy world ma' ?^ divided into 
*c virtuaus and the . viciau« \ , th^^^i^is agaui into 
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the covetous, the ambitious, and the fenfual. The 
idle pact of njaakind are in a ftate inferior to any of 
thefe, AH the other are engaged in the puifuii of 
happinefs, thouj^h often mifplaced, and are therefore 
more iikcly to he attentive to fuch means as (hall be 
propofed to them for that end. The idle, who arc 
neither wife for this world nor the next, are emphatical- 
ly called by Dr. Ttllotfony fools at large \ they propofe 
to themfelvcs no end, but run adrift with. every wind. 
Advice would therefore be only thrown away upon 
them, fince they would fc"arce,takc the pains to read it. 
1 ft-iall not fatigue any of this worthiefs tribe with a 
large b.rrrangue, but will leave them with thislhortfayr 
ing of i'lr,tQ \ that labcur is prefer abl* to idUnefiy as bright* 
ve/s to rffi. 

The piirfuitsof tlie a£tive part pf mankind are either 
in the paths of religion and virtue ; or> on the- other 
han<j(, m the roads to wealth, honour, oir pkafure. I 
fcall therefore compare the«purfaits of Avarice, Am^ 
bitioA, and fenfual Delight, with their oppoCte rir- 
taea ; and <hall confider which of thefe principle9jen« 
gages men in a courfe of the greateft labour, fuSering^ 
and affiduity. Moft men in their cool reafoning, are 
willing to allow that a courfe of virtue will in the end 
l>e rewarded the moft amply, but reprcfent the way to 
it as rugged and narrow, if therefore it can be made 
to appear, that men ftfuggle through as many troubles 
to be miferable as they do to be happ^, my readers may 
perhaps be perfuaded to be good when they find they 
Ihall lofe nothing by it. 

Firft, for Avarice, The Mifer is more induftrious 
than the Saint 5 the pains of getting, the fears of lof- 
ing, and the inability of enjoyed his wealth, have beea 
the mark of faiire in all ages. Were his repentance 
upon his ncgleft of a good bargain, his forrow for be- 
ing over-reached, his hope of ir|proving a fum, and 
his fear of falling into want, dire^ed to their proper 
objects, they would make fo many different Chrifiian 
graces and virtues. He may apply to himfelf a great 
part of St, Paul's catalogue of fuffcrings ; i» journeying 
often ; in Urils^f <waters^ in pirih of robbers^ i»f€rih ainofg 
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fal/e Brethren % in^it:eartnefs and fehfulntfs^ in iJoaUhhgi 
often y in hunger and thirfly in fsftiags eft en, — At how tnuch 
1 efs ex pence might he lay up to himfelfjreafures in HeA'vtnf 
or, if I may in this place be allowed to add the faying 
of a great philofopher, he may previdt Juch poffej/iom as 
fear neither arms nor men^ nor Jove hi2nftlf 

In the fecond place, if we look upon the*tpils of Am- 
bition in the fame light as we have confidered thofe of 
Avarice, we (hall readily own that far lefs trouble \s 
requifite to gain lading glory, than the power and re- 
putation of a few yftars ; or in other words, we may 
with more cafe delerve honour than obtain it. The 
aji:ibitiQus man fhould renTembdr Cardinal Wolfty^s com- 
plaint ; "Had! fejved God wijth the fame application 
wherewith I ferved my King, he would not have for- 
faken me ia jny ojd ag^.'*- The Cardinal here foftens 
his Ambition by ^thc, fpecious pretence of ferving bit 
King : whereas nis words, in the proper conftru^ion, 
imply, that if, inftead of being afted by Ambition, he 
had been afted by Religion,- he iliould have now found 
the comforts of it, when the whole world turned it» 
back upon him. . * 

thirdly. Let US compare the pains of the fenfua) 
with thofe of the virtuous, and fee which are heavier 
in the balance. It may feem (Irangeat the firft view, 
that the men of pleafure fliould be advifed to change 
thetr courfc, becaufe they lead a painful life. Yet 
when we fee them fo a6live aand vigilant in queft of 
delight, under fo many criiquiet$,vand the fport of fuch 
various pafiions, let them anfwer, r4S they can, if the 
pains they undergo do not overweigh their enjoyments, 
f he in Oddities on the one part between the two fexes, 
and tlie caprices on the other, the debafement of rea- 
fon, the pangs of cxpeftation, the difappointments iiT 
pofleflions, ihc ftings of remorfe, the vanities and vex- 
ations attending even the moft refined delights that 
make up this bufinefs of life, render it fo Hlly and un- 
comfortable, that no man is thought wife till he has- 
got over it, or happy, but in proportion as he has clear- 
ed himfelf from it. ^ 

The fum of all is this. — Man is made an a£H?c. 
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Being : Whether he walks in the paths of virtue or 
vice, he is fure to meet with many difficuhics, to prove 
his .patience, and. excite his induftry. The fame, if 
not greater labour j is required in the fervice of vice and 
folly, as of virtue and wifdom. And he has this eafy 
choice left him, whether with the ftrength he is matter 
of, he will pur'chafe happinefs or repentance. 

Spectator, Vol. VIIL No. 624, 
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CALAMniES. 


T is a very melancholy reffc(ftion, that men arc ufu^ 
ally fo weak, that it is aofolutely neceflary fbr them to 
know forrow and pain, to be in their right fenfes. 
Profperous people. (for happy there are none) are hur- 
ried away with a fond fenfe of their prefent condition, 
and thoughtlefs of the mutability of fortune. Fortune 
is a terni which we muft ufe in iuch difcourfes as thefe 
for wh^ is wrought by the unfecn hand of the Difpo- 
^er of aU things,. But methinks the difpofition of a 
mind which is truly great, is that which makes misfor* 
tunes and forrows little when they befall ourfelves, 
great and lamentable when they befall other men. 

The moft unpardonable raalefadtor in the world, 
going to his death, -^nd bearing it with conf^ofure,' 
would win the pity of thofe svho fliould behold- him ; 
and, this not becauiehiitalamity is deplorable, but be- 
-jcaufe he feems himfelf not to deplore it. We fuffer 
for him who is lefs fenfible of his own mifery, and are 
inclined to defpife hii» who finks under thfe weight of 
his diftrefles. On the other hand, withotft any touch 
of envy, a temperate <and well-governed mind looks 
.down on fuch as are exalted with fu(:cefs, with a cer- 
tain (hame.for the imbecility of human nature, that 
can To far forget how liable it is to calamity, as to qrow 
giddy with only the fufpance of forrow, which h the 
portion of all men. He therefore who turns his face 
trom the unhappy man, who will not look again when 
his eye is cad upon modeft forrow, who Ihuns afflic- 
stion like contagion, does but pamper himfelf up for a 
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facrifice, and contracb in hlmfelf a greater aptitude to 
mifery, by attempting to efcape it. A gentleman, 
where I happened to be hft night, fell into a difcourfe 
which I thought iliowisd a good dif«erning in him : 
He took notice, that whenever men have looked into 
their hearts for the idea of true excellency in human 
nature, they have found it confift in fu^ering after a 
right manner, and with a good grace. Heroes are al- 
ways drawn bearing forrows, ftruggling with adverfi- 
ties, undergoing all kinds of hardftiip^, and having in 
the fervice of mankind a kind of appetite to difficulties 
and dangers. The gentleman went on to obfervc, 
that it is from thisfecretfenfe of the high merit, whidh 
Aerc is in patience, ^nder calamities, that the writers 
of romances, when they attempt to furnifh outchar- 
ad^ers of the higheft Excellence, ranfack nature for 
things terrible; mty raife a new creation of monfters, 
dragons, and giants ; where the danger ends, the hero 
ceales ; when he has won an empire, or gained his 
miftrefs, the reft of his ftory is not worth relating. 
My friend carried his difcourfe fo far as to fay, thtit it 
was for higher beings than men to join happinefs and 
greatnefs in the fame idea •, but that in our condition 
we have no conception of fuperlative excellence or he* . 
roifm, but as it is furrounded with a fliade of diftrefs. 

It is certainly the proper education we (hould give 
otirfelves, to be prepared for the ill events and acci- 
dents we are to meet with in a life fentenced to be a 
fcene of forrow : But inftead of this expeftation, wc 
foften ourfelves with profpefts of conftant delight, 
and deftroy in our minds the feeds of foititude and 
virtue, which ihould fupport us in hoars of anguifli. 
The' conftant purfuit of pleafure has in it fomerhing 
iiifolent and improper for our being. There is a pret- 
ty fobcr livelinefsin the Ode of Hfiraa to Deliur^ 
where he tells him loud* mirth or immoderate forrow, 
ineqoality of behaviour either in profperity or advcrfi* 
ty, are alike ungraceful in man wno is born to die. 

Moderation in both circumftances is peculiar to ge- 
nerous minds* Men of that fort ever tafte the granfi^ 
cations of health, and aU other advantages oi Hfc, a9 if 
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they were liable. to part with them ; and when bereft 
of them, refign them with a gteatncfs of mind which 
{lio'A's they know their value and duration. The con- 
tempt of pleafure is a certain preparatory for the con- 
tempt of pain'; Without thw the mind is, as it were, 
taken- fuddenly by an unforefcen event; but he who 
has always, during health and profperity, been abfti- 
nent in his fatisfad:ions, enjoys, in the word of diffi- 
culties, the refledlion, that his anguifli is not aggrava- 
ted with the comparifon of pad pleafures which up- 
braid his prefent condition. 

7 ully tcUs us a ftory of Pomfey^ which gives us at 
good tafte of the pleafant m^tirier Ihemen of wit and 
philofophy had in old times pf .alleviating the diftrefles 
of life, by the force of re^fon arid philofophy. Pcmpej 
when he came to Rhodes ^ had a*curiofity to viGt the fa-^ 
mous philofopher Foffidonius \ but finding him in bis 
fick bed, he bewailed the misfortune that he ihould 
not hear a difcourfe from him. But you may, an- 
fwered Po/J^donius^ and immediately entered into the 
point oi^Stoical philofophy, which fays, pain is not an 
evil. During the difcpurfe, upon every punfture he 
felt from his diftemper," he fmiled and cried cut. Pain, 
p^in, be as impertinent and troublefo/ne as you pleafe» 
I never (hall own thou art an evil. 

SpitCTATOR, Vol. IV* No. 312. 1^ 
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CMLIK—Hir Hiflory. 

J[T is not neceiTary to look back into the firft yeafs* 
oi this young lady, whole ftory is of confequence, on^ 
ly afi her life has lately met with paiTages very uncom*- 
mon. She is now in the twentieth year of her. age, 
and owes a ftri£l but cheerkjl education to the care 
of an aunt, to whom flie was recommended by hef dy* 
ing father, whofe deceafe was haftened by an incon- 
folable affliftion for the loife of her mother. As Calia 
is the offspring of the moft generous paffion that has 
been known in our age, flie is adorned with as much 
beauty and grace as the moft celebrated of her fex pof- 
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fcfs i but her doiiieftic life, moderate fortune, and re- 
'ligiottS education, gave her but little opportunity, atld 
lets inclination, to be admired in public aflbmblies* 
Her abode has been for fome years at a convenient dif- 
tance from the Cathedral, of St, Pa«/*s, where her aunt 
and flie chofe to refide, for the advantage of that rap- 
turous way of devotion which gives extacy to the plea- 
fures of innocence,/ and in fome meafureis the imnie^ 
diate poffcffion of thofe heavenly enjoyments for which 
they are addrefled. 

As you may trace the ufual thoughts of men in their 
f ountenances> there ^peared in the facef of C/elia a 
^heerfulnefs, the conftant Companion oi unafFeCted 
virtue, and a gladnefs which is as infeparable from 
true piety. Her evety. look and motion fpolce the 
peaceful, mild, refigning, huinble inhabitant that ani- 
mated her beauteous body. Her air difcovered her 
feody a mere machine of» her mind, and not that her 
thoughts were employed in ftudying >graces and at- 
tra£Hons for her perfon. Such was Ccglra when (he 
was firft feen by Palamedt^ at her ufual place of worftiip. 
Palamde is a young man of twenty-two, well-fa(hion- 
c^, learned, genteel, and difcreet ; the fon and heir of 
a gentleman of a very great eftate, and himfelf pofle(& 
ed of a plentiful One oy the gift of an uHcle. He bc^ 
rsjot enamoured with Calia \ and after having learn- 
ed her habitation,, had addrefs enough to communi- 
cate his paflion and circumftances with fuch an air of 
good fenfe and integrity, as foon obtained perminion 
to vifit and profefe his inclinations towards her. Pala' 
ittedi% prefent fortune and future expeflations were no 
^way prejudicial to his addrefles ; but after the lovers 
haa pafled fometime in the agreeable entertainment of 
a fuccefsful courtfhip, CMia one day took occaCon to 
interrupt Pdtmede in the midft of a'very pleafing dif- 
xourfe of the happinefs lie promifed himfelf in fo ac- 
eomplifhed a companion, and afluming a ferious air, 
tol^ him, there was another heart to be won before he 
gained hers, which was that of his father. FaUamdi 
&emed much difturbed at the overture, and lamented 
,to her, tl)»t h]» father was one of tbofe too provident 
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patents >^ho only place their thoughts upon bringing; 
riches into their families by niarriages, and arc wholly 
infenfiblepf all other con fiderations. But the ftrift- 
nefs of Qteliii^ rules of life made her infill upon this 
demand : and the fon, at a proper hour, communfca- 
ted to his father the circumltances of his love, and the' 
merit of the objedl. The next day the father made her 
a vifit. - The beauty of her perfon, the fi^me of hc^ - 
virtue, and a certain irrefiftible charhi in her whole be-** 
haviour on fo tendejr and delicate an occafion, wrought 
fo much upon him> in fpite of all prepoffcffions, Ukat 
he haftened the marriage with an impatience equal ta 
that of his fon. Their nuptials were celebrated witli 
a privacv fuitable to the pharafter and modeftv of Ca* 
Ha I and from that daj, until a fatal oii^ laft week^ 
they lived together with all the joy and • happihefs ' 
which attended minds entirely united. 

It ihould have been intimated, that Pflamede is a ftu^ 
dent of the Temple^ and ufually retired thither early xa^ 
the morning, dtli'a ftill fleeping. 

It happened a few days fince, that (he followed him 
thither to communicate. to him fomething fhe had 
omitted in her redundant fondnefs to fpeak of the eve- 
ning before. When (he came to his apartment, the 
lervant there told her, fhe was coming with a letter^ to* 
her. While CaliayXix an inner room, was reading an 
apology from her hufband, that he had been fuddenly 
taken by fome of his acquaintance to dine ^X^Bremfwd^r 
but that he ftiould return in the evening, a country 
girl, decently clad, afked if thefe were not the cham-' 
bers of Mr. Palamedty She- was anfwered, they were> 
but that he was not in town. The ftranger alked whea 
he was expefted home j The fervant i eplied, fhe would' 
go in and aik his wife. The young wofnan repeated 
the word wife, and fainted. This accident raifed no 
Icfs curiofity than amazement in Calia^ who caufed her' 
to be removed into the inner room. Upon proper ap- 
plications to revive her, the unhappy young creaturc^ 
returned to herlelf, and fa id to Caliay with an earncft 
and befeeching tone, are you really Mr. Palamedi% 
wife ? Calia replies, " I hope I do not look as if I 
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were aily other, in the condition you fee me." TBer 
ftranger anfwered, " No, madam, he is my hi^fband :*' 
At the fame inftant flie threw a bundle of letters into 
C^r/rVs lap, which confirmed the truth of what flie af- 
ferted. Their mutual innocence and forrow made 
them look at each other as partners in diftrefs, rather 
than rivals in love. The fuperiority of CarZ/Vs under- 
ilanding and genius, gave her an authority to examine 
into this adventure, as if fhe had been offended, and the 
other the delinquent. The ftranger fpoke in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

** Madam, if it (hall pleafe you, Mr. Palameds having 
an uncle of a good eftate near Winchejltr^ was bred up 
sit the fchool there, to gain the more of his good-will 
by being in his fight* His uncle died, and left him the 
citate, which my hufband now has. When "he was a 
mere youth, lie let his afFeftions on me \ but when he 
could not gain hij» ends, he married me ; making me 
and my mother, who is a farmer's widow, fwear we 
wouldi never tell it upon any account whatfoever, for 
that it would not look well for him to marry fuch an* 
one as me ; befides that his father would cut him oflF 
of the eftate. I was glad to have him in an lioneft war, 
and he now and then came and ftald a nignt 
at our houfe. But very lately he came down to fee 
us, with a fine young gentleman, his friend, who ftaid 
behind there with us, pretending to like the place for 
the fummer ; but ever fince mafter Palamede went, he 
has attempted to abufe me, and I ran hither to acquaint 
bim with it, and avoid the wicked intentions of his 
fr.lfe friend." 

Calia had no farther room for doubt, but left her 
rival in the fame agonies (he felt herfelf. Palamede re- 
turns in the evening, and finding his wife at his cham- 
bers, learned all that had paflc:d, and haftened to C<elia^ti 
lodgings. 

It is much eafiex** to imagine than exprefs*he fenti- 
mcnts of either the criminal or the injured at this en- 
counter. As foon as Palamede had found way for 
Speech, he confefled his marriage, and his placing his 
companion on purpofe to vitiate his wife, that he nngln 
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break through a marriage made in his nonage, and 
devote his npct and knowing years to C«e//tf. She 
n;iade him no anfwer, but retired to her clofet. H» 
returned to the temple, where he foon after rcceived: 
from her the following lett^ : 

Sir, 

YOU, who this mominff were the Bcft, are now- 
the worft of men who breatne the vital air. I am at 
once overwhelmed with love, hatred, rage, and diC- 
dain. Can infamy and innc/cence live together ? 1 
feel the weight of the one too ftrong fbr the comfort , 
of the other. How bitter> Heaven, hpw bitter is my 
portion ! How much have I to &y ! But the infant 
which I bear about me^ftirs with my agitation. I am^. 
P4damed€y to live in ftame, and this creature to be 
heir to it. Farew^fl for ever. 

^ Tatler, Vol. IV. No. 198.-V 
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JL^ h^Si^rt made it a rule to myfelf not to publiSi any 
thiag on a Saturdayyhyit what fhall have fome analogy 
to^ the duty of the dav enfuing. It is an unfpeakablc 

Ileafure to me, that 1 have lived to fee the time wheo: 
can obferve fuch a law to myfelf and' yet turn my 
difcourfe upon what is done at the play-houfe. I an> 
fure the reader knows I am'going to mention the trage^- 
djr of Cat^. The principal charafter is moved by no 
confideration, but refjieO: to that fort of virtue, the 
fcnfe of which is retamed in our language under the 
-words fiuilic jprnt. All regards to what is domeftic are 
wholly laid afide, and the hero is drawn as having by 
tius motive fubdued inftinft itfclf, and taking com^ 
fort from the diftireffes of his family, which are brought 
upon them by their adherence to caufe of truth and 
liberty. There is nothing uttered by Ca:o, but what£ 
k worthy of the beft of men ; and the fentimentft 
which are given him> are not only the oipft wvm Ut 

9^^ 
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lihe coiadcid of this life, but fuch . as we imj think 
need not be ertifed> but confift with the happmefs of 
the human foul in die next. This illuftrious charac- 
ter has its proper influence on all below it.. The oth* 
er virtuous perfonages are, in their degree, as worthy, 
and as exemplary as the principal. The condufi: of the 
lovers (who are more warm though more difcreet than 
ever yet appeared upon the ftage) has in it a conftant 
fenfe of the great eataftrop}^ which wais expedied 
from the approach of C^g^r. .But to fee the modefty 
of an heroine, whofe country and fstmilywere at the 
fame time in the moft imminent danger^ piieferved> 
whilft (he breaks out into the moft fond arid open ex- 
preiBons of her paflion for her lover, is an inftance of 
BO common addrefs. Again to 'obferve the body of 
a jgaliant young man brought before us, who in the 
bloom of his youth, in the defence of all that is good 
and great, had received numbcrlefs wounds ; 1 fay, 
16 obferve that this dead youth is introduced only for 
the example of his virtue, and that his death is fo cir- 
cumftantiated that we are fatisfied, for aR his virtue,. 
it was for the good of the world and his own 
family, that his warm temper was not to be 
put upon farther trial, but his tafk of life ended while. 
It was yet virtuous, is an employment worthy the con* 
fideration of young Britons. We are obliged to au-> 
thors that can do what they will with us, that they do 
not play our affe£tidns and paflions againft ourfelves ^ 
but to make us fo foon reQgned to the death of Mar* 
€Mif of whom we were fo fond, is a pov/er that would 
be unfortunately lodged in a man without th.e love of 
Tirtue. 

Were it not that I fpeak on this occafion rather as* 
a Guardian than a Critic, I could proceed to the ex- 
amination of the juftnefs of each chara£ler, and take 
notice that the Numidiau is as well drawn as the Ro^ 
mtan. There is net au idea in all the part of Syphax^ 
^hich does not apparently arife from vie habits which 
grow in the mind of an Jfrican ; and the fcene be-* 
tween Juba and his General, where they talk f<x and 
asainft a liberal educ^tiop^ is full of iaftru£tion. S^ 
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fhax urges all that can be faid againft philofophy, as 
It is made fobfervient to ill ends by men who abufe 
dieir talents 5 and Juha fets the iefs excellencies of 
a^ivity, hbouTj patience of hunger, and ftrength of 
body, iiO'hich aife the admired qualifications of a 'Numi- 
dian^ in their proper fubordination to the accomplifti- 

xnents of the mind. 

Guardian, Vol. I. No. 33. 


^ CELIBACY. 

Mr. Spectator, . 

Jl, who now write to you, am a woman loaded with, 
injuries \ and the aggravation of my misfortune is, 
that they are fuch as are overlooked by the generality 
of mankind ; and though the moft afilicling imagina- 
ble, not regarded as fuch in the general fenfe of the 
world. I have hid my vexation from all mankind, 
but have now taken pen, ink, and paper, and am re- 
folved to unbofom myfelf to you, and lay before you 
what grieves me and all the fex. You have very of- 
ten mentioned particular hardfhips done to this or 
tha|: lady ; but methinks ycu have not in any one 
fpeculation dire£lly pointed at the partial freedom 
men take> the* unreafonable confinement women are 
obliged to, in the only circumftance in which we are 
neceflarily to have a commerce with them, that of 
love. Tlie cafe of celibacy is the great evil of our 
nation ; and the indulgence of the vicious condu£l: of 
nieiji ill that flate, with the ridicule to which women 
are ex pofed, though ever fo virtuous, if long unmar- 
Tied, 13 the root of the greateft irrecrularities of this 
nation. To fhow you, Sir, that though you have 
never given us the catalogue of a lady's Imrary as yoa 

fromifed, we read good books of our own choofing, 
(hall infert on this occafion a paragraph or two out 
of Echard^% Roman Hiftory^ In the 44th page of the fe- 
cond volume, the author obferves, that Anguftusj upon 
his return to Rome at the end of a war, received com«^ 
plaints that too jgreat a number of the young men o*^ 
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quality remained unmarried. The Emperor there** 
upon aflembled the whole EqueftriAn oraer, and hav- 
ing feparated the married from the fingle^ did partic- 
ular honours to the formex ; but he told the latter, 
that is to fay I Mr. SptBatory he tdd the bachelors^ 
^' that their lives and actions had been fo peculiar^ 
that he knew not bv what name to call them \ not by 
that of. men, for tney performed nothing that was 
manly ; not by that oi citizens, for. the city might 

Serifh notwithuanding their caie ; not by. that ol 
Lomans, for they deugned to extirpate the Roman 
name." Then proceeding to fiiow his teqder care 
and heartv afFeAion for his people^ he farther told 
them, *< tnat the courfe of life wa^ of fuch pernigious 
confequence to the glory, and grandeur of the Roman 
nation, that he could net choofe but tell diem, that 
all other crimes put together could not equalize theirs: 
for they were guiity of murder, in not fuffering thofe 
to be born which fhould proceed from them ; of im- 
piety, in caufing the names and honours ''of their an* 
ceftors to ceafe : and of facrilege, in deftroying their 
kind, which proceed from the immortal gods and hu^ 
man nature, the principal thing confecrated .to diem :: 
therefore they difTolved the government in difbbeying; 
its laws ; betrayed their country, by making it oar-- 
ren and wafle ; nay, and demolithed their city, in de-- 
priving it of inhabitants. And he was feniible that 
all this proceeded not from any kind of virtue or ab-. 
ilinence, but from a loofenefs and wanton nefs, which 
ought never to be encouraged in any civil government.**" 
There are no particulars dwelt u^on, tha^ let uslnta 
the condu£b of thefe young worthies whom this^p^eat 
emperor treated with fo much jufticc and indjgna* 
tion. But any one who obfervcs what pafles in this • 
tovirn,.may very well frame to himfelf a notion e£ their 
riots and debaucheries all night,, and dieir apparent pre- 
parations for them all day. It is not to oe doubted^ 
but thefe Romans never pafled any of their time in^ 
nocently but when they were afleep, and never flcpt 
but when they were weary and heavy with excefle^ 
and flept only to prepare themfclves for the repefitioa 
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©fthem. If. you did your duty as a Spe^ator^ yo\x 
would caicfullv examine into the nupjber of births^ 
marriages an<l burials ; and when you had deduced 
out of your deaths all fuch as went out 61 the world 
without marrying, then call up the number of both 
fcxes born witiiin fucli a term^ of years laft pad, you 
might fronr the fingle people departed make loxn^ ufc^ 
ful inferences or guciIcsho'>v many there are left un- 
* married,, and ralfe fomeruieful fchertie for the amend- 
ment of t';c apfc in that particular. I have not patience- 
to proci.d [gravely en this abominable libertihifm } 
for I cai.iiot but veiltft, as I am writing to you, upon 
a certain lafcivious manner which all our young gen* 
licmen ufe i« public, and examine our eyes wim a 
petulancy in their own, which 15 a downright affront 
to mo<{€ft3^ A difdainful look on fuch an occafion is 
returned with . a countenance rebuked, but by avert* 
ing their eyes from the woman of honour and decency, 
to fome flippant creature, wiio will, as the phrafe is, 
be kinder. 1 muil fet do\^n things as they come into 
my head, without (landing upon order. Ten thoufand 
to one but the gay gentleman who ftared, at the fame 
time is an houlekeeper ♦, for you muft know, they have 
got into a humour of late of being very regular in their 
fjiis, and a young fellow fhall keep his four maids and 
three footmen with the greateft gravity imaginable. 
There are no Icfs than {ix of thele venerable houfe- 
keepers of my acquaintance. This humour among- 
young men of condition, is imitated by all the world 
below them ; and a general dilTolution of mamiers arifes 
from thi§ one Iburce of llberrinifm, without fliame or 
reprehen{ion*in the m.ale youth. It is from this one 
fountain that fo many beautiful helplefs young* wo- 
men are facrlficcd and given up to ievvdnefs, (liame, 
poverty, jind difeafc. It is to this alfo that fo many 
excellent young wxmen, who might be patterns of con- 
jugal afFecl ion, and parents of a worthy race, pine un- 
der unhappy pafiions for fuch as have not attention 
enough to obfefve, or virtue enough to prefer them 
to their common wenches. Now, Mr. Spe^aior, I 
muft be free to own to yoy that I myfelf lufFer a tafte- 
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lefs, infipid being, from a confideration I have for a 
roan who would nbt, as he faid in -my hearing, tefign 
his liberty, as he calls it, for all the beauty and wealth 
the whole fex is poffeifed of. . Such calamities as 
thefe would not happen, if it could be poflibly brought 
about, that by fining bachelors as papift convifts, or 
the like, they wcte diftinguifhed to their difadvantage 
from the rell of the world, who fall in with the mea- 
fures of civil focieties. Left you fhould (hink that I 
fpeak this as being, according to the fenfelefe rude 
phrafe, a malicious old maid, I fhall acquaint you T 
am a woman of condition, not now three-and-twenty, 
and have had propofals from ^t leaft ten different 
men, and the greater number of them have upon the 
upfhot refufed me. Something or other is always 
amifs, when the lover takes to fome new wench : a 
fettlement is eafily excepted againft ; and there is ve- 
ry little refource to avoid the vicious part of our 
yotth, but throwing one's felf away upon fome'lifelcft 
blockhead^ t^^ho, though he is without vice, is alfo 
without virtue. Now-a-days we muft be contented 
if we can get creatuies which are not bad ; good arc 
not to be expefled. Mr. Spe3atcr^ I fat near you rhe 
other day, jmd think I did not difplcafe your fpefta- 
torial eye fight ; which I fhall be a better judge of, 
when I fee whether you take notice of thefe evils your 
own way, or print tnis memorial didtated from the 
difdainful, heavy heart of * 

Sir^your mcft OMient^ £ffr. 

RACHAEL WELL AD AT. 
Spectatob, Vol. Vn. No. 528. T. 

CENSURE. 

x\ GOOD confclence is to the foul, what health ia^ 
to the body ; it preferves a conftant eafe and fercnity 
within us, and more than couotervails all the calami- 
ties and affli£lions which can poflibly befall us. I 
know nothing fo hard for a generous mind to get over, 
as'calumny and reproach ; and cannot find any medt- 
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ed of quieting the foul under them, befides this (ingle 
one, of our being confcious to ourfelves that we do 
not defcrve them. 

I have always been mightily plea fed with that paf- 
fage in Don ^ixoie^ where the fantaflical knight is re- 
prefented as loading a gentleman of good ienfe with 
praifes and eulogiums. Upon which tlic j^enlcnvaii 
makes this refleSion to himfelf : How gratcf iii is jnaife 
to human nature! I cannot forbear being iVcrctly 
pleafed with the commendations I receive, though I 
am fenfible it is a madman that bellows them upon 
me. Ill the fame manner, though we are often lure 
that the cenfures which are palTed upon us, are utter- 
ed by thofe who know nothing of us, and havt nei- 
ther means nor abilities to form a right judgment of 
us, we cannot forbear being grieved at what tney fay. 

In order to heal this infirmity, which is fo natural 
to the wifeft and beft of men, I have taken a particu- 
lar pleafure in obferving the condu£l of the old philo- 
fopners, how they bore themfelves up againft the mal- 
ice and detraftion of their enemies. 

The way to^filence calumny, fays Bias^ is to be al- 
ways exercifcd in fuch things as are praife worthy. 
Socrates after having received fentence, told his friends 
that he had always accuftomed himfelf to regard'"truth, 
and not cenfure ; and that he was not troubled at his 
condemnation, becaufe he knew himfelf free from 
guilt. It was in the fame fpirit that he heard the ac- 
cufation of his two great adverfaries, who had. uttered 
ag^ifift f:im the-iTioft virulent reproaches. ** Anytut 
and Meli:us, (fays he) may procure fehtence againft me, 
but they cannot hurt me." This divine pnilofopher 
Mras fo well fortified in his owp inilocence.that he neg- 
IcCted all the impotence of evil tongues which were 
engaged in his deftruflion. This was properly the 
fupport of a good confeience, that contradicted the re- 
ports which had been raifed againft him^ and cleared 
him to himfelf. 

Others of the philofophers rather chofc to retort the 
kijury by a fmart reply, than thus to difarm it with 
Tcf^^ to th^m(clye9. They ihpw tb«t_iC ftung them« 
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^ough at the fame time they had the addrefs to make 
their aggrellbrs fuffer with them, pf this kind was 
Arifi(ftle\ reply to one who purfucd him with long and 
bitter invectives. " You/* fays he, " who arc uied to 
fuffer reproaches, utter them with delight : I, who 
have not been uie<i to utter them^ take no pleafiire in 
hearing them/' Diogenes r. as ftiil more fcvtre on one 
who fpoke ill of liini : " Nobody will believe you when 
you fpeak ill of me, any more than they would believe 
me fhould I fpeak well of you.** 

In thefe, and many other inftances I could produce^ 
the bitternefs o£ the anfwer fufficiently teftifies the 
uneafinefs of mind the perfon was under who made it. 
I would rather advife my reader, if he has not in this 
cafe the fecrct confolation that he defervcs no fuch^ re- 
proaches as are caft upon him, to. follow the advice of 
EflSttus : " If any one fpeaks ill of thee, confider 
whether he has truth on his fide ; and if fo, reform 
thyfelf, that his cenfures may not affefl: thee/* When 
Anaximander was told that the very boys laughed at his 
finging, « Aye/' fays he, " then I muft learn to fing 
better/' But of all the fayings of philofophers which 
I have gathered together for my own ufe upon this oc- 
cafion, there are none which carry in them more can- 
dour atid good fenfe than the two following ones of 
FUto : Being toid that he had many enemies, who 
(poke ill of him ; " It is no matter/' faid he, "I wiM 
live fo that none (hall believe them/' 'Hearing at 
another time that an intimate friend of his had &oken 
detra£lingly of him, " I am fure he would not &o it>'* 
fay§ he, «« if he had not fomeTcafon for it." Tins is 
the fureft as well as the nobleft way of drawing <he 
(ling out of a reproach, and a true method of prepar- 
ing a man for that great and only relief againlt the 
pains of calupiny,. a good jconfcience, 
.^ I dcfigned in this cflay to fhow that there is- no hap- 
pinefs wanting to him who is poffefled of this excel- 
lent frame of mind, and that no perfon can be miferable 
who is in the.enjoyjnoent of it. But I find this fubjedl 
fc W;,ell treated in one of Dr. SwtH^ fcrmons, that I 
I?aU fill ^hi J paper, witfe a pai&gc of it, which cannot 
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but ms^e the man's heart bum within him>^hojreada 
it vrith due attention. 

That admirable author having fliown the virtue of a 
good confcience in fupporting a man under the great- 
eft of trials and dilficulties oLlife, concludes witR rep- 
refenting its force and efficacy in the hour of death* 

" The third and laft infbince, in which above all 
others this confidence tonuards Gid does moft emincntty 
iliow and exert iffelf, is at the Hme of deaths which fuTC- 
ly gives the grand opportunity of -trying both the 
JirengthzxiA <tAfortb of dvery principle, 'when a maa 
ihall be juft about to quit the ftage of this world, to 
put off his mortality, and to deliver up his laft accounts 
to God, at which lad time his memory ihall ferve him 
for little elfe but to terrify him with a frightful review 
of' his paft life, and his former extranmganns ftript of 
;all their pUafure^ but retaining their guilt ; what is it 
then that can promife^him a fair paiTage into the other 
world, or a comfortable appearancfe before his dreadful 
Judge when he is there ? Not all xht friends zniititerefis^ 
all the ricfits and honours under Heaven, can fpe^k fo 
much as a word for him^ Or one word of comfort to him 
in that condition 5 they may poffibly reproach, but they 
cannot relieve him. 

*' No, at this difconfolate time, wlien the bufy temp- 
ter fliallbe more than ufually a|>t to vex and trouble 
-^him, and the pains of a dying body to hinder and dif- 
compofe him, and the fettlement of worldly affairs to 
difturb and confound him \ and, in a word, all things 
xonfpire to make his fick bed grievous and uneafy ; 
nothing can then ftand up againft all thefe mins, and 
fpeak lijt in the midft of deM^ but u char confcience^ And 
the teftimony of that (hall make the comforts of Hea- 
ven defccnd upon his weary head like a r<frefting dew, 
or ffiower upon a parched ground ; itftiallgivehimfomc 
lively earnefts and fecret anticipations of his approach* 
in^ joy : it ihall bid his foul go out of the body undaunt- 
ediv, and lift up it« head with confidence before faints 
ana angels. Surely ;the comfort which it conveys at 
dils (cafon is fometning bigger than tli9 capacities of 
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mortality, mighty and unfpeakable, and not to be us- 
derftooa till it comes to be felt. 

« And now, who would not quit all the pUajwet^ and 
irajh and trxfies^ which are apt to captivate the heart of 
jman, andpurfue the greateft rigours of piety and aufleri- 
ties-of a good life, to purchafe to him fuch a^onfcience 
as at the hour of death, when all the friendihip in the 
world fliall bid him adieu, and the whole creation turns 
its back upofi him, fhall difmifs the foul, and clofe his 
eyes with that bleffed fentence. Well doney thou good and 
faithfMl firvt^t \ Hittr thoH imo tbejoj of tkf Lord**- 

Guardian, Vol. IL No. 135. 


^hifollc^hg Piici is Bxtraaed fi'ciH: tie EvANGELlCAi- 

MaGAzike. 

Parlour Religion exemplified in the PraSicc of Hono- 
^Rio, his family and Friends. 

JL HOSE to whom the Lord has given a plenty dt 
the^^ood things of this wory, have it in their power \q 
anticipate fomething of the employments and enjov- 
xnents of Heaven, fo far as the imperfedion of tne 
prefent ftate will permit ; for they have all things 
richly to enjoy, they may choofe their company, their 
time, and entertainments, and in all things follow the 
pious difpofition of their hearts. It is an happinefs 
for a religious man to vifit, or to be in a houi'e that 
has a good man at its head. Such a houfe is that of 
Honorio. 

In the morning the parlour is decently prepared, and 
warmed for the reception of the pious heads of the J 
family, who come from their chamber fmiling with 
gratitude to Gpd, and good-Kumoured with their dili- 
gent fervants.. The little family during their infancy 
are in the nurfery, and every thing that might inter- 
rupt, is prohibited from entering me parlour, which is 
at this hour a chapel for devotion. Ihe clock having 
ilruek the well-known hour, Honorio and his beloved 
wife are feated,. with the book of God before them ; 
the fervants enter with looks cxpreiBve of the bs>ppi* 
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rfs they feel in having the privilege of being God's 
free men, and jqining.their matter and miftrefs in his 
fervice. • Under the diredlion of Honorio, a fon of 
praife to God for his inercies is offered up by this prim- 
ixive church ; and a portion of fcripture is read, that 
tJieir minds may become more familiarly acquainted 
-with the facred oracles. This beine done, they all bow 
their knees to Him by whom the whole family in hea- 
ven and earth is named ; and- the goodHonorio calls 
upon his Lord and Mafti&r in heaven^ with expreflions 
Of profound homage and humility ; blefling him for 
ti\e favours of the paft night, and the pleafure of feeing 
the light of the returning day. Like the great High- 
Prieft he bears on his heart all his family hefore God, 
and intreats for particular mercies^ according to the 
known date of his houfehold ; andputshimfelf and all- 
hk affairs, both temporal and fpiritual, into the hands 
of his heavenly father. He then gives them his ben- 
edi£li(Tn, andtney all arife. The happy fervants cheer- 
ed and warmed with the aids of devotion^ return to 
their duty, each according to his place, and the heads 
of the family, with their guefts" (it fuch are prefent )fit 
down to breakfaft on the overflowing bounty of God'* 
providence. Bufinefs, or works of piety, perhaps, call 
the mafter away, and the miftrefs, having given direc- 
tions in her family, takes her afual feat and employ- 
ment in h^r parlour. The Bible is laid near her, to 
be referred to as hgr beft friend and diredlor,her rich- 
ett cordial in trouble, and moft faithful monitor in 
doubtful cafes. Nor is Ihe fearful that any vifitor fhould 
find her with this companion, for (he defires no com- 
pany but thofe who love the fcriptures. She is rather 
of the fentiments of a well known female, who brought 
her family Bible into her parlour, and laying it on the 
table, faid, " I^ie there, thou beft of books, and keep 
thou thy place whoever comes in." A pious vifitor 
or two, or a minifter cf Chrift perhaps, drops in, in the 
forenoon. If fo, the time is not wafted in unprofita- 
ble talk, but the parlour is honoured by being cnanged 
into the fimilitude of the holy mount. The heavenly 
woman and her guefts enter into difcourfe, as Mofes 
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and Ellas did, on what once paffed at Jerufalem, vhen 
Jefus gave his life a' ranfom tor many ; and thtir ex- 
perience fo confirms their intereft in that work of \o\c, 
that their hearts bum within them> and like St. Peter, 
thev find it good to be there. 

The hour to dine being come, Honorio rcturris, and 
probably brings a religious friend or two to his hofpit- 
able manfion. The table being fpread with plenty, 
without oftentation, the provifion is fan£lified by the 
prayer of Honorio, penetrated with a fenfe of having 
iorfeited every thing by fin, but having recovered sit 
by the merit of his great Saviour, a remembrance of 
"%'hofe love makes every thing more fweet and refrefc- 
ing. Having ufed, but not abufcd, the bounties of 
Providence, grateful ackiK)wledgem6nts arf returned 
to the great Giver of every good gift ; and thepioos 
few mingle profitable difcourfe with their wine, or 
concert lome plan for fupplying the wants of thofc 
who are in diurefling circumilances. Towards even- 
ing, a fele£l company grace the tea-table ; and the itr- 
tcrefts of the Gofpel, with the beft means of fpreading 
its influence around them, become the fubjeSsof their 
converfation. Should national affairs happen to he 
introduced, they exprcfs their loyalty towards their 
lawful fovcreign, and their thankfulnefs to God for the 
many invaluable privileges enjoyed by Engliftn^eii. 
The hour of parting being con:c, the praifes of G^^* 
introduce the devotion of the evening,, m which, as in 
the morning, the fcriptures are read, and all the fami- 
ly called to unite. Care is taken not to protraft this 
lervice to an immoderate length, left the children, on 
account of their tender years, and the fervants, wean- 
ed with the labour of the day, might be inclined to 
fleep when their minds ought to be attentive. Nop 
is it hurried over as though it were of no importance 9 
but fufficient time is token reverently and decently to 
thank God for his goodnefs, earneftly to intreat him t^o 
pardon their fins, and to commit themfelvcs into hi« 
care and prote£fcion. 

O ye worldlings I what can ye produce in thc^fcfp^^ 
of your lives that is worthy to oe compared witli this ^ 
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« The curfc of God" fays- the fcripturc, *' b in the 
dwellings of the wicked." Your parlours have no 
blelRng in them. Your children and fervants never 
hear the name of God mentioned in them, unlefs it 
be to blafpheme it. Your tables are unbleiTed. At 
your banquets, intemperance reigns, and modefly is 
put to the blufli. The parlours I have beendefcri- 
Ding are types of heaven, where due returns are made 
to God for his bounty. Ye arc deluded by what you 
call rational amufements. 'Like cliildren you divert 
yourfelves ' in foolifh play, night after night, wafting 

KDUT time and fubftance/* *• And the God in whofe 
ands your breath is, and whofe are all- your ways, 
you have, not glorified". An^ thing that is ferious and 
ufeful to your fouls, you will not once hear, much 
lefs will you hear it repeated. '* And what will ye 
do in the end thereof .?'' O that ye were wife, that 
ypu {hould confider your ways, and at laft make fome . 
returns of gratitude to a gracious God for all his ben- 
efits bsftowed upou you. 

. FIDELIO. 


CHARITY. 

^Vl^HARIFY is a virtue of the heart, and not of 
the hands, fays an old writer. Gifts and alms are the 
cxpreffions, not the effence of this virtue. A man 
may beftow great fums on the poo; and indigent with- 
out beings cl^ritable, and may be charitable when he 
is not able to befto^ any thing. Charity therefore is 
a habit of good-will or benevolence in the foul, which 
difpofes us to the loye, afliftance, and relief of man- 
kind^ cfpecially of thofe who. ftand in need of it. 
The poor man who has this excellent frame of mind^ 
is no* lefs intitled to the reward of this virtue, than 
the man who founds a college. For my own part, I 
am charitable to an extravagance this way : 1 never 
faw an indigent perfon in my life, without reaching 
oat to him fome of this iipagmary relief. I cannot 
but fymp4tbifc with every one I mc^t wbQ is in ftffiic* 

R z 


1^8 ADDISONIAN MISCELLA^nT- 

lion ; and if mj abilities were equal to my vi(he5» 
there ihoiild be ueixher pain nor poverty in the world. 

Guardian, Vol. II. No. u66i 


CHARMS. 

jl HERE 1^ no charm in the female fex that cair 
fupply the place of virtue. Without innocence, beau- 
ty is unlovely, and quality contemptible ; good-breed- 
ing degenerates into wantonnefs, and wit into impu- 
dence. It is obferved, that all the virtues are repre*- 
■fented by both pointers and ftatuaries under female 
Shapes \ but if any one of them has a more particular 
litle to that fex, it is modefty, I (hall leave it to thedi- 
"vines to guard them againft the oppofite vice, as they 
jnay be overpowered by temptations it is fufficient for 
me to have warned them, againft it, as they may be 
led aftray by inftinft. * * 

Spectator, Vol. VI. No. 395»SL 


B 


CHASTITY. 


j^ JUT as I am now talking to the world y€t untaint- 
ed, I will venture to recommend chaftity as tJie nobleft. 
male qualification. 

It is, methinks, very unreafbnable, thjt the difficul- 
ty of attaining all other good habits; is what makes 
tncm honourable ; but in this cafe, the very attempt 
lias become ridiculous : but in fpight of all the raille- 
ly of the world, tru^ is fliM truth, Jftid will have beau** 
ties infeparable from it^ I fhould, upon this occafion^ 
bring examples of heroic chaflity, were I not afraid 
of having my paper thrown away by the mcdifh part 
of the town, who go no farther at beft than the mere 
abfence of ill, and are contented to be rather irre- 
proachable than praife- worthy. In this particular, a 
gentleman in the court of Cjr^s, reported to his ma- 
yjfty the charms and beauty of Panthea \ and' ended 
nis panegyric by telling him, tliat fince he was at leit* 
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t 
ure, he woukl carry him to vifit her. But tha 

prince>whd is a very great man to this day an- 
fwered the pimp, becaufe he was a man of qual- 
ity, without roughnefs, and faid, with a fmile, If 
J JbouU'vifit her upon your introdiUihn now I have Uifure^ I 
do knovj bnonu but I might go again upon ber onvn tkvitatioftf 
Mwken I ought ta be better employed. But when lead about* 
all the inilances which I have met with in all my 
reading, I find not one fo generous, fo hohell, and fo 
noble, as that oijofiph in holy mrit. When his mafter 
had trufted him lb unrefervedly (to fpeak it in the em- 
phatic al manner of the fcripture) he iuezv not aught he 
hadyfa*ve the bread nxjhkh' he did eat y he was fo unhappy 
as to appear irre/iftibly beautiful to his miftrefs. liut 
when this ihamelefs woman proceeds to folicit, how 
gallant is^ his anfwer ! Behold^ my majler *wMitb not 
nuhat is mnith me in the houfe^ and hath committed all that 
be hath to my band ; Inhere ts none greater in the houfe than I ; 
neither ha}h be kept back any thing from me hut thee^ becaufe 
fhou art his loife. The fame: argument which a bafc mind 
•would have made to itfelf, 'for committing the evil, 
was to this brave man the greatcft motive for the 
forbearing it, that he could do it with impunity. Tlic 
malice and falfliood of the difappointed woman natu- 
rally arofe on that occafion j and there is but a ihort 
ftep front the practice of virtue to the hatred of it. 
It would be therefore worth ferious ccnfideration in 
both fexes, and the matter is of importance to them, 
to alk themfelves whether they, would change light- 
nefs of heart, indolence of mind, cheerful meals, un* 
troubled flumbers, and gentle difpofitions, for a con- 
ftantpuriency, which mats o.mt all things that arc 
great or indiiKcrent, clouds the imagination with in- 
fenGbillty and prejudice to all manner of delight, but 
that which is common to all creatures that extend 
their fpecies. 

, A loofe behaviour, and an inattention to everything 
that is ferious, flowing from fome degree of this pet- 
ulancy, is obfervable in the generality of youth of 
both (exes in this age. ItMs- the one common face of 
mod public meetings, and breaks in upon the fobriety» 
I won't fay fevcrity, that we ought to exergife in 
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churches. The pert boy«, and flippant girls, are but> 
faint followers of thofe in the fame inclinations at- 
more advanced years. I know not who can oblige 
them to mend their manners ; all that I pretend to is, 
to enter my proteft that they are neither fine •gentle- 
men nor fine ladies for this behaviour. As tor the 
portraitures which I would propofe, as the images of 
agreeable men and women, if they are not imitated or* 
r jgar^led, I can only anfwer, as I remember Mr. Dry^ 
Atn did upon the like occafion, when a young fellow,- 
jiift come from the play of Chomenesy told him in rail- 
lery' againft the continency of hfs principal charaftcr, 
if I had been alone with a lady, I ftiould not have 
p^iifed my time like your Spartan. Thattnof hg^ an- 
fwered the Bard, with a very grave face ; hut ginit-* 
me league to tell ^ ou, Sir y you are no Hero. 

Guardian, Vol. I. No. 44,- 
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CHEERFULNESS. 


r is an unreafonable thing fome men elrpcQ: oP 
thtif acquaintance : they are ever complaining thar 
they are out of order, or difpleafed, or they know not^ 
how ; pnd are fo far from letting that be a reafan for' 
retiring to their own homes> that they make it their 
argument for coming into company. What has any 
body to do with accounts of a man's beingindifpofed!, 
but his phyfician ? If a man laments in conipanyy 
where the reft are in humour enough to enjoy them* 
felves, he fhould not take it ill, if a fervant is ordere* 
to prefent him with a porringer of caudle or poflct- 
drink, by way of admonition that he go home xa bed.^ 
That part or life which we ordinarily underftand by 
the word converfation, is an indulgence to the fociable 
part of our make, and fhould incline us to bring our 
proportion of good -will or good-humour among the 
friends we meet with, and not to trouble them- with 
relations which muft of neceflity oblige them to a real 
or feigned affli£tion. Cares, diilreifes, difeafes> unea- 
^n^vTs.^ and diflikcs of our own, arc by no means t% 
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be obtruded upon our friendsk If we would confid- 
er how little of this viciffitude of motion and reft, 
"which we call life, is fpent with fatisfaclon, we 
ihotild be mere lender of our friends, than to bring 
them little for rows which do not belong to them. 
There is no real life but cheerful life ; thcrcfoie val- 
etudinarians fhould be fwora before they enter into 
company, not to fay a word of themfelves till the 
meeting breaks up. It is not here preterdeJ, that we 
iliouJd be always fitting with chapkts of flowers round 
our heads, or be crowned with roles, in order to make 
euT entertainment agreeable to us \ but if (as it is 
ufually obferved) they who refoive to be merry, feldom 
are fo, it will be much more unlikely for U3 to be 
well pleafed, if they are adinitted who are always 
complaining they are fad. Whatever we do we 
ihould keep up the cheerfulncfs of our fpirits, and 
never let them fink below an inclination at leaft to be 
well pleafed. The way to this, is to keep our bodies 
rn exercife, our minds at cafe. That mffpid ftate 
wherein neitherarein vigour, is not to be accounted my 
part of our portion of being. When we are in thefatii- 
i'adiion of feme innocent pleafure, or purfuit of fome 
laudable dcfign, we are in the pofleflion of life, of hu- 
man life. Jh'ortune will give us difappointments 
enough, and nature is attended with infirmities enough, 
without our adding to the unhappy fide of our ac- 
count by oui fpteen or ill-humour. Poor OoUlUiiy 
among fo many real evils, a chronical diftemper, and 
a narrow fortune, is never heard to complain. That 
equal fpirit of his, which any man may have, that 
like him will conquer pride> vanity, and affectation, 
and follow nature, is not to be broken, becaufe it 
has no points to contend ror. To be anxious for 
nothii>g'but what nature demands as neceflary, if it 
id not the way to an eftatc^ is the way to what men 
aim at by getting an eftate. This temper will pre- 
ferve health in the body, as well as tranquility in the 
mind. Cattilus fees the world in a hurry, with the 
fame fcorn that a fobcr perfon fees a man drunk. Had 
he^been contented with what he ought to have been. 


202 ADDISONIAN MISCELLANY. 

how eouldy fays he, fuch a one have met with fuch a* 
difappbintmcnt ? If another had valued his miftrefs for - 
what he ought to have Joved her, he had not teen in ' 
her power : If her virtue had a part of his paflioti, her 
levity had been his cure ; fte could not then have 
been falfe and amiable at the fame time. 

Since we cannot promife ourfclves conftant healthy, 
let us endeavour at luch a temper as may be our bcft » 
fupport in the decay of it. Urat.ius nas anrived at 
that compofure of foul, and wrought himfelf up to* 
fuch a negledl of every thing with which the gene- 
rality of mankind is enchanted, that nothing but acute . 
pains can give him difturbaiice ; and agaihft thcfe 
too he will tell his intimate friends he has- a fccrct 
which gives him prefent eafe. Uranim is fo thorough^ 
ly perfuaded of another life, and endeavours fo Sn-- 
cerely to fecure an intereft in it, that he looks upon^ 
pain but as a quickening of his pace to an homej, 
where he (hall be better provided for than in |his- 
prefent apartment. Inftead of the melancholy vicw^ 
which others are apt ^o give themlelves, he will tclL 
you that he has forgot he is mortal, v\6x will he 
think of. himfelf as fuch. . He thinks, at the time of his 
birth he entered into an eternal being ; and the fliort 
article of death, he. will not allow an interruption ot 
life, fincethat moment is not of half the duration as is 
his ordinary fleep. Thus is his being one uniform and- 
con fiftent ieries of cheerful diverfions • and moderate, 
cares, without fear or hope of futurity. Health t<y 
him is more than pleafure to another man, and Cck- 
nefs lefs afFefting to him than indifpefition is to oth-- 
efs. 

I muft confefs if one does not regard life after this- 
manner, none but ideots can pafs it away with any- 
tolerable patience. Take a fine lady who is of a de- 
licate frame, and you may obferve, from the hour fhe 
rifes, a certain wearinels of all that paffes about her^ 
I know more than one, who is much too nice to \>t 
quite alive. They are fick of fuch ftrange frightful 
people that they meet \ one is fo aukward, and an- 
other fo diiagreeable, that it looks like a penance toi 
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-rbreathe the fame air with them. Tou fee this Is fo 

- very true, that a great part of ceremony and good- 

. breeding among the ladies, turns upon tneir uneali- 

ncfs : and I wfll undertake, iiF the how-do-ye fervants 

of our women were to make a weekly bill of ficknefs, 

. as the parifh- clerks do of mortality, you would not find 

in an account of feven days one in thirty that was not 

downright £ick or indifpoied, or but a very little better 

than fhe was, and fo forth. 

It is Certain that to enjoy life and health as a con- 

'. fl^Qt fe^ft, we ihould not think pleafure neceflary ; 

4>ut, if poflible 1 to arrive at an equality of mind. It 

. is as mean to be overjoyed upon occaGons of good- 

. fortune, as to be dejeftcd in circumftancesof dilircfs. 

< Jaughter in one condition, is as unmanly as weeping 

, in me other. We fliould not form our minds to ex- 

• peft tranfport on every occafion, but know how to 

make enjoyment to be out of pain. Ambition, envy, 

/ vagrant d«fire, or impertinent mirth will take up our 

minds, without we can poflefs ourfelves in that fobri- 

^ty of heart, which is above all pleafures, and can be 

felt much better. than defcribcd. But the ready way 

.1 believe to the right enjoyment of life, is, by a prol- 

pefl: towards anomer, to have but a very mean opin- 

- ion of it. A great author of our time nas fet this in 

an excellent light, when« with a philofophic pity of 

, human life, he fpoke of it in his f beery of the iorth in 

-the following manner : 

" For what is this life, but a circulation of little 
. jnean a£kions ? We lie down and rife again, drefs 
^and undrefs, feed and -wax hungry, work or play, and 
. are weary ; and then we lie down again, and "die 
#<:ircle returns. We fpend the day in trifles ; and 
■ when the night comes, we throw ourfelves into the 
: bed of folly araongft dreams and broken thoughts, 
and wild imaginations ; our reafon lies afleep by us, 
and we are for the time as arrant brutes as thofe that 
?fleep in the ftalls or inthe^fields. Are not the capaci- 
:;tie8 of man higher than thefe ? And ought not his am- 
bition and expectations to be greater f Let us be ad- 
yentureu for another world : it is at leaft a fair an4 
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our dependafice, and in wh6m> though we behold him 
as yet m the firft faint difcoveries of his perfe£tionsy 
wefee every thing that we can imagine as great, glon- 
ous, or amiable. We find ourfelv^s every where up- 
held bv his goqdnefs, and furrounded vtrith ttn immen- 
Ctjr 01 love ,»nd mercy. In fhort, we depend upon a 
Being, whoTe power iqualifies him to jnake us happy. 
by an infinite rnean^, whofe goodnefs and truth engage 
him to make thofe happy who defire.it of him, and 
whofe unch^igeableneU will fecure us in this happi- 
;nefs to all ttemity. 

Such confiderations, which every one ihould per^ 
^tually cherifli in his thoughts, will baniih from us 
9jl that fecret heavinefs of hear^ which unthinking 
men are.fubje£t t6, when they Ke under no real afflic* 
tion ; all that anguifli which we may feel from any 
evil which actually oppreiles us, to wnich I may like- 
wife add thofe little craqkUngsof mirth and folly that 
are apter to betray virtue than fupport it ; and e(lab«- 
lilh in us fuch an even and cheerful temper, as makes 
■lis pleafing to ourfelves, to thofe with whom we con- 
-fmCf and to Him whom we were mad^ to pleafe. 

Spectator, Vol. V.jNo. 391. 1. 

A cheerful temper joined with inno^cence will make 
,|}eauty attra£iiye. Knowledge delightful, and wit good- 
natured- It will lighten ficknefs, poverty, and afHic- 
,tion, convert ignorance into an amiable fimplicity, and 
jrender deformity itfelf agreeable. 

' TTatx-erjVoL IV. No. 192* 
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CHERUPIMS AND SERAPHIMS. 


OME of the RMinr tell us, that the Cherubims 
are a fet of angels who know moft, and the Sera- 
phitns a fet of angels who love moft. Whether this 
diftindion be not altogether imaginaiy, I (ball not 
here examine ; but it is highly, probable, that among 
the fpirits of good men, there may be fome who will 
In more pleated with die cmployment^f one faculty 
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than of anotheri and this perhaps according to thofe 
Yirtuous habits or inclinations wnich have here taken 
the deepeft rodt. 

Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. 6oor 


CHILDREN. 
Mr. Spectator. 

j^f\S your papers is part of the equipage of the tcsK 
table, I conjure you to print what I now write to you ;- 
for I have no other way to communicate what Ihavct 
^o fay to the fair fex, on the moft important circnm- 
ftances of life^ even the care of children. I do not 
underftand that you profefs your paper is always to- 
coniiil of matters which are only to entertain the 
learned and polite, but that it may agree with youi? 
defi^n to publifh fome which may tend to the infor<« 
xnation of mankind in general; liod when it does fb^ 
you do more than writing wit and humour. Give mc 
l^ave then to tell you, that of all. the abufes that ever 
you have as yet endeavoured to reform, certainly not 
one wanted io much your afliftance as the abufe ia 
nurfing children. It is unmerciful to fee, that a wo- 
man endowed with all the perfeftions andbleiSngs o£ 
nature, can, as foon as ihe is delivered, turn oiF her in* 
nocent tender and helplefs infaAt, and jgive it up to a 
woman that is (ten thoufand to one) neither in health 
nor good concfition, neither found in liaiWliiorb'ody, 
that has neither honour nor reputation, neither love nor 
pity for the poor babe, but more regard for the money 
than the whole child,, and never wnl take farther care 
of it than what by all the encouragement of tho^iey and 
prefents (he is forced to; like jE/op's eat th, which- 
would not nurfe the plant of another ground, although 
never fo much improved, by reafon that plant was not 
of its own produftion. ' And fince another child is na 
more natural to a nurfe, than a plant to a ftrange and 
different ground, how can it be fuppofed that the 
child ihould thrive i And if it thrives, muft it not im*^ 
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^^n-rf^^rtitani*, or like' a graft upon a di£- 
'^i'-lfno^ "^ obfervc, that a Iamb fucking 
Cn'" ' -,. iiuch Its nature, ilay, even its fkin 
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jf jt kind ? The power of a nurfe 

' '"i^into it, with her milk, her 

* Sufficiently and daily oK- 


■ ^?'' , , 

auali'^* ^jnce came "that old dying conceming_ ^an 

iiifd 3"'' malicious fellow, that he had imbibed 

^"■^^g with his nurfe's milk,' or that fomc brute 

*'f^ had been his nurfe. Hence Rtmului and Se- 

^ *ere faid to have been nurfed by a wolf, Itltphui 

^fon of Htrrulii by a hind, Pittus the fon of Niftunt 

(y a marct end MvIJIIihi by^agbat ; not that they had 

^Oally fucked thofe creatures, as fijtne fimpletons 

Jlave imagined; biit that their nilrfesh'ad^ been fueb a 

BSture ana tamper, and infiifed fuch into them. 

Many inftantes may be ptodiiccd from good au- 
thorities and daily experience, Aat children aflually 
iUck in the feveial pauions and depraved incUnation* 
of their nurfes } as anger, malaccl fear, oicinncnorv, 
fadhefs, defire, and a5:erfion. This Dipdeni, Lib. 2. 
witncfeth when he fpeaks, faying, that Nira the em- 
perbi's nurfe, had been very muc? ^ddifled to drink- 
ing ; which habit N^ro. received froni his nurfe, and 
vas fo very particular in this that (be people took fo 
mucli notice of it, as inltead of tihtiiiii Nn-Q, they call- 
cd him Eiheriui //tra. The feme DUderui alfo relates 
ef Caligula, predeceffor to Nire, that bis nvrfe ufcd to 
motflen the nipples of her breait frequently with blood, 
io make Caligula take the better hold of [hem ; which. 
Jays Ditiinii, was the caufe that made him fo blood- 
thirlly and cruel all his life-time after, that he not onl^ 
committed frequent murder by hts own hand, but like- 
wife wifhed that all human kind wore but one neck,, 
that he might' have the pkafure to cut it oiF. Such 
like degeneracies aftoniih the parents, who not know- 
ing after whom the child can take, fee one incline to- 
ftcaling, another to drinking, cruelty, ftupidity ■, yet 
■ all there are not minded. Nay, it is eafy todemon- 
ftratc, that a child, altliough it be born from the bcft 
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of parents, may be corrupted from an ill-tempered 
nurfe. How many children do we fee daily brought 
up in fits, confumptionsj rickets, &c. merely by fuck- 
ing their nmfes when in a pailion or fury ! But indeed 
almoft anyMiforder of the nurfe is a difordep to thc- 
child ; and few narfes can be found in this towi^ but 
what labour under fome diftemper or other, ^the firfl: 
queftion that is generally aiked a young ^^man that 
wants to be a nurfe, why ihe fliould be a nurfe to oth- 
er peoples children ? is anfwcred, by her having an ill 
hufband, and that fhe muft make fliif t to live. 1 think: 
liow this very anfwcr is ^enough to give any body a 
fhock, if duly considered 5 for an ill hu{band may, or. 
ten to one if he does not, bring home to his wife an ill 
diftemper, or at leaft vexation and difturbance. Be-- 
frdes flie takes the child out of mere neceffity, her food 
will be accordingly^^ or elfe very coarfe at leaft j 
whence proceeds an ill-coneofted and coarfe food for 
the child ; for ^as the blood, fo is the milk. And 
hen.ce, I am very well allured, proceed the fcurvy,.the- 
evil and many other diftempers* I be^g of you ,'for the 
fake of many poor infants that may, and will be faved 
by weighing this cafe fcrioufly, to exhort the people 
with the utmoft vehemence to let the children fuck- 
their own mothers, both for the benefit of mother andr 
child ; for the general argument that a mother iS' 
weakened by givmg fuck to her children, is vain and 
fimple. 1 will mamtain that the mother grows ftron- 
gerby it, and would have her health better than flie 
would have otherwife : She will find it the greatefl: 
cure and prefervative for the vapours and future mifi 
carriages, much beyond' any^ other remedy whatfoever^, 
Her children will be like giants ; whereas otherwife 
they are but living (hadows, and like unripe fVuir : 
And certainly if a woman is ftrong enough to bring 
forth a child, (he is beyond ail doubt ftrong enough to 
nurfe it afterwards* It grieves me to obferve and con- 
fider how many poor ^ildren are daily ruined by 
6arelef^ nurfes-; and yet how tender ougnt they to be 
of a poop ii^ant,!(mce the leaft hurt or bK>w> efpeciallj 
: .1' ' S a ' . - 
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u]>asi file head,, maur make it £enftlefsj (lupid» or otltuer^ 
wife mifcrablc for ever ! 

But I cannot well leave this fubjeft as. yet ; fox ife 
feems to me very unnatural, diat a^wooian that ha& fed < 
a child, aa. part of hcrfelf fior nine months," fhould have 
no dedse to nurse it farther, when brought to light be- 
fore her eyes» and when by its cries it implores her 
alfiftance and the office of a mother* Do not the very 
crueleft of brutes tend their young ones with all the. 
caze and delight imaginable ? For how can fhe be call* 
ei a mother thatdt)es not ourfe-her young ones ? The 
cartitiaxalied the mother of all tilings, not becaufe (he 
produces, but becaufe ftie maintains and nourifhes 
what, fhe produces. The generation of the infant is 
the effeflrof defire„butthe care of it argues virtue and. 
choice. I am not ignorant but that there are fomc 
€ales|of neceffity. where a mother cannot gi^ fuck $. 
anduien out of two evil&the leafl muft be chofen i: 
But. there axe fovery^few, that I amfure in a tfaoufand. 
diere ishardly. one real inftance. For if a womaa 
does but, know that her huAand; can fpare about three 
OS fix (hillings a week extraordinary (although this is.. 
hut feldom> confidered) fhe certainly, with the aiBft-^ 
aaicft of her goifipSt, will fobn perfuade the good man^ 
to. fiends the child to nurfe, and eafily impoie upon hint: 
by psetending indiipofitioB. This cruelty is mppoit'«- 
«d: byfa&ionjt and' nature gives: place to cuftom. 

SiKf Yours,. ^Ci. 

Sfecxator^ Vol. . Ill No. . 246. Tl . 


CHRISTIAN. CHURCH. 

^ S I was^ the^ther dai^ taldng a Xolitary waUc' in St; 
^Itui^iy linduljg^d my thougfats^n the puriuit of a oei^- 
tainanalogy betwecin the^^abnick and the. Chfiiliin 
Chupd^V ^ ^^ largeQ; fenfe. The divine oi'derand 
teconomy of the one feemed to be emblematicaUy fet 
fcrdi by the juft, plain, and makftic archite£ture of 
i^vd^Tx And as the one conMsof a gceat variety 
#f partSjL united in the fame regular defign, according 
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t« the trueft and moft exa£t proportion, fo the other 
coatain& a decent fubordination of members, varU 
ous facred inftitutions> fublime do£irines, and folid 
precepts of morality digefted into the fame de(ign, and 
with an admirable concurrence tending to one vieiir, 
the happinefs and exaltation of human nnture. 

In the midft of my contemplation I beheld a fty up* 
on one of the pillars ; and it ftraightway came into 
my head that this fame fly was a Fne-thinker. For it 
required fome comprehenfion in the eye of the Sptaa* 
t9r^ to. take in atone view, the various parts of the 
building, in order to obferve their fymmetry and de- 
fign. But to the fly^ whofe profpcd: was confined to a 
little part of one of the ftones of a fingle pillar, the 
joint beauty of the whole^ orv the diftin£l ufe of its 
parts, were inconfpicuous, and nothing could appear 
out fnoall inequalities in the furface of the hewn itone». 
which, in the view of that infeft, feemed fo many de- 
formed rocks and' precipices. 

The thoughts of a Free^thinktr.TiXC employed on cer- 
tain minute particularities of religion, the difficulty of 
a finale text, or the unaccountablenefs of fbme ftep of 
Providence or point of do£brine to his narrow facul- 
tics ; without cbmprehcncRng thefcope and defign of 
chriftianity,. the .perfeftion to which it raifed the hu- 
man nature^ the light it hQth (hcd abroad in the 
worid, and tjji^ebte connexion it hath, as. well with 
tihegoodof public fbcieties, as whh that of particular 
perions* 

This.raifed in me fome reflexions, on that frame or 
4i^fition which is- caKed largenefr of mzW; its ne- 
ccuity towards forming a trife judgment of things 5. 
and, where the foul is not incurably flinted by na- 
terci. what ace 'the likelieft method&to give k en- 
koegement. , . « 

It is evi(knt tiiat philofophy doth open and enlarge 
the mind. by the gteneral views to which men are ha* 
Utuated in that fludv» and by the contemplation of 
more numerous and didant oojeds than fall withii^ 
Ae fphere of mankind, in tli. ordinary purfuits o| 
\iie^ Hence it coixies-to pafs^' that philofophers judge 
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of mod things very differently from the vulgar. Some* 
inftances of this may be feen in the Theatau of Plat^ 
where S$crates makes the following remarks among* 
otliers of the like nature. 

^ « When a philofophcr hears ten thou&nd acres 
mentioned as a great eftatei he looks upon it as an in- 
confiderable fpot, having been ufed to contemplate the 
whole fflobe of earth j or when he beholds a man ela-- 
ted with the nobility of his race, becaufe he can reck- 
on a fcries of fevcn rich anceftors, the philofopher 
thinks him a ftnpid ignorant fellow, whofe mind can- 
not reach to a general view of human nature, which 
would (how him that we have all innumerable ancef- 
tors, among whom arc crowds of rich and poor^ 
kings and iTaves, Greeks and BprbariansJ*^ Thus far* 
Socrates^ who was accounted wifer than the reft of the 
heathens, for nations which approach theneareftto- 
chriftianity. 

As all parts and branches of philofophy or fpecula— 
tive knowledge are ufeful in that refpeft, aftronomy 
as peculiarly adapted to remedy a little and narrow^ 
fpirit \ in that fcience there are good reafons affigned» 
to prove the fun an hundred thouiand times bigger* 
than our earth, and the dift*ance of the ftars fo m)ai— 
gious, that a cannon bullet, continuity in< its ordinar- 
ry rapid motion, would not arrive from hence at the 
jieareil of them for the fpace of ft^i^pipdred and fifty' 
thoufand y^ars. Thefe ideas wonderfuffy dilate andf 
expand the mind. There is fometking in the immen-^ 
fity of this diftance, that (hocks and overwhelms the 
imagination ; it is too big for the grafp of a humat» 
ioteliedl : Eilates, provinces, and kingdoms vanifli at 
its prefencc* - 

But the Chriflian Rtli^iM ennobleth and enbrgethr 
the mind, beyond any omer profeflion or fcience what-* 
foever. Upon that fcheme, while the earth and the 
tranfient enjoyments of this life flirink' into die sar«» 
rowed dimenfions, and are accounted; as M# ^fuft •/ 
a- balance^ the drop t^ a bucket^ )#«, lefs than nethimg^ tOB 
intellectual world opens wider to our view : Tlie 
perfc^bns of the Deity the natuce and. esoelleoce 
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pf virtue, the dignity of the human foul, arc difplayed 
m the largeft charaoiers. The mind of man feems to 
adapt itfelf to the different nature of its objefti ;*it is 
contradted and debafed by being converfant in little 
and low things, and feels a proportionable cnlarement 
arifing from the contemplation of thefe great and fu^- 
lime ideas. 

•^ " The greatnefs of things is comparative y and thi$ 
does riot hold in refpeft of ' extenfion, but like- 
Wife in refpeA of dignity, duration, aiid all kinds 
of perfeftion.' Aftronomy opens the mind, and 
alters our judgment, with regard to the magnitude of 
extended Bein«;s ; but chriftianity produces an univer- 
fal gteutriefs of Coul. Philpfophy increafeth. our views 
in every refpefl:, but chriftianity extends them to a de- 
pee beyond the light of nature.. 

How mean mull the moft exalted potentate upon 
earth appear to that £ye which takes, in innumerable 
ordersotblefledfpiritvS, differing in glory and perfcc- 
tii}n i Unw Jittlc muft the amufem'*''*- '^^ f^nie and 

t^ie ordinary occupations of rhortal men, feem to one 
who is engaged in fo noble a purfuit, as the aOimila* 
tioa of hin)(elf to the Deity, wlilch is the proper ew- 
plovment of every Chriftian ! 

And the improvement which grows from habitua- 
ting the ipind to, the comprehenfive views of religion 
mun: not be thought wholly to regard the underftand- 
ing. Nothing is of greater force to fubdue the inor- 
dinate motions of the heart, and to regulate the will. 
Whether a map be aduated by his paflions or his rea- 
fpn, thefe ajr^ 6rft wrought upon by fome objeft, 
which ftirs the foul in proportion to its apparent di- 
ipenfions. Hence irreligious men, whofe Ihoct prof- 
peAs are filled with earth, and fenfe, and mortal life, 
are invited, by thefe mean ideas, to adlions propor- 
tionably little and low. But a mind whofe views %j:c 
enlightened and extended by religion, is anima<:ca to 
nobler purfuits by more fubiime and remo'.': objefts, 

There is npt any inftance of w^^^'^ncfe in the//-**- 
thinhrs that raifes my ind:^natioa more, than their 
pretending to riii^'ale QhrilUans, a^ mcrx of narrow 
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u :.,cri:-uic::igs ^»n<i to pafs themfelvcs upon the w 
•^' X pv.Tiuii;> oi lupcrior lenfe and more enlareed v* 
: ut I Ic.ivc it to any impartial man*to judge Vf] 
•lar^i the nobler fcntiments, which tlie greater views i 
he whofe notions are ftinted to a few. miferabte inlets 
of lenfc> or he whofe fentiments are raifed above the 
comnuMi tafte by the anticipation of thofe delights 
which will fatiate the foul, when the whole capacity cf 
her nature is branched out into new faculties ? He 
who looks for nothing beyond this fhort fpan of dura- 
tion, or he whofe aims are co-extended with the end- 
kfs length of eternity ? He who derives his fpirit from 
the elements, or he who thinks it was infpired by the 
Almighty? Guardian, Vol. I. No. 70* 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. • 

JL he great received article's of the Chriftlaa fieli^ 

§ion have been fo clearly pr6V6d fr(J!tt the authority o£ 
lat divine Revelation in which they are delivered^ 
fliat it is impoffible for thofe who have ears to hear, 
and eyes to fee, not to be convinced of them j but 
were it poffible for any thing in the chriftian faiUi, to 
be erroneous, I can find no ill confequences in adher- 
ing to it. The great points of the incarnation and fuf- 
fcnngs of our Saviour, produce naturally fuch habits 
of virtile in the mind or man, that I fay, fuppofing it 
Were poflible for us to be miftaken in them, tne infi- 
del himfelf muft at lead allow, that no other fyftem of 
religion -can fo cfFedtually contribute to the hightening 
of morality. They give us great ideas of the dignity 
04 human nature, and of the love which the Supreme 
Being bears to his creatures ^ and confequently engage- 
us in the higheft z6ts of duty towards our Creator, our 
neighbour, and ourfelves. How many noble arguments 
has St. Paui rzikd from the chief articles of our reli- 

eion, for the advancing of morality in its three great 
ranches I To give a-fingle example in each kind, 
what can be a ftronger motive to a firm truft and reli- 
ance on the mercies of our Maker, than the giving up- 
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his fon to fiiiFer for us ? What can make us love and 
efteem even the moft inconfiderable of mankind, more 
than the thought that Chrift died for him ? or what 
dif^ofe us to {et aftriSer g«ard upon the purity of ouu 
own hearts, than our being members of CJhrift, and a 
part of the fociety of which that immaculate perfon is 
the head ? But thefe are only a fpccimen of thofe ad- 
mirable enforcerilents of morality which the Apoftle 
has drawn from the hiftory our blcfled Saviour. 

If our modern infidels confidered thefe matters with 
that candour and ferioufnefs which they deferve, we 
fhould not fee them a£k with fuch a fpirit of bitter nefs, 
arrogance, and malice. They would not be raifing 
•fuch infignificant cavils, doubts, and fcruples, as may 
be ftarted againftevery thing that is not capable , of 
mathematical dcmonftration, in order to unfettle the 
minds of the ignorant, diflurb the public peace,- fubvert 
morality, and throw all things into confuGon and di{- 
orjier. If none of thefe refle<Elions can have any in^ 
fiuence oh them, .there is one that perhaps may, be- 
caufe it is adapted to their vanity, by which they feem 
to be guided, much more than tneir reafon. I would 
therefore have them confider that the wifcftand beft of 
men, in all ages of the world, have been thofe who 
lived up to the religion of their country, when they 
faw nothing in it to oppofe morality, and to the beic 
lights they had of the divine nature. Pythagoras^ fir ft 
rule direflis us to worfliip the Gods, as it is tnriaimd ty 
Jaw ; for that is the moft natural interpretation of the 
precept. Socrates, who was thc.moft renowned among 
jthe heathens, both, for wifdom and virtue, in his laft 
moments defires his friends to offer a cock to MfcuU^ 
^/ar,'doubtlefs out of a fubmiffive -deference to the ef- 
tablifli6d worfliip of his country. Xenophon tells us, 
that his Prince (whonrf he fets forth as a pattern of per- 
fc£kion) when he found his death approaching, oflFercd 
iiicrifices on the mountains to the Perfian Jupiter^ and 
the.fun, according to thecuftom of the Perfiaus ^ for thofe 
are tixcj words of the hiftorian. Nay, the Epicureans 
ai6i ^omital philofophers ihowed a very remarkal)k 
iB^dcJKy. in this particular \ for though the. Being of 
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a God was entirely repugnant to their fchemes of na* 
tural philofophyi they contented themfelves with the 
denial of a Providence, afferting at the fame time the 
exigence of Gods in general, becaufe they would not 
ihock the common belief of mankind, and the religion 
of their country. ^ 

Spectator, Vol. HI. No. *i86. L. 


CHRISTIANS (thdr advantage.) 

X O one who regards things with a philofophical 
eye, and hath a foul capable oF being delighted with 
the fenfe that truth and knowledge prevail amoDg men, 
it mud be a grateful refleftion to think that the fa- 
blimeft truths, which amon^ the heathens only here and 
ther^ one of brighter parts and more leifure than ordi- 
nary could attain to, are now grown familiar to the 
'mrameft inhabitants of thefe nations. 

Whence came this furprifing change, that regions 
formerly inhabited by ignorant and favage. people, 
.Ihould now. outlhine ancient ^Greec^, and the other eaf- 
t^rn countries, fo renowned of old^ in the mod eleva- 
ted notions of theology and morality ? Is it the cScBt 
of our own parts Jtnd induftry ?; Have our common 
mechanics tnore refined unSerftandingis than the an- 
cient philofophers ? It is o^^ing to the God of truth, 
who came down from Heaven, and. cbndefcended to 
behimfelf our teacher. It is as we are Chriftiansi thsit 
we profefs mor6 excellent and divine truths than the 
reft of mankind. ' < • 

If there be any of th^ frte^thin^erj who are hot dired 
Atheifts, charity would incline oite to believe them ig- 
> norant of what is here advanced : And it is for theur 
information that I write this papcr,^e deCgn 6f which 
is to compare the ideas that Chriilians entertain of the 
being and attributes of a God, with the grofs notioiis 
of the heathen world. Is it poflible for the mind of 
mian to conceive a more au^uit idea of the Deity, titan 
is fet forth in the Holy Scriptures i I ftiatt^row tiN 
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gether fome pafTages relating to this &A}c&y which I 
propofe only as pnilofophical fentimeutSj to be confid* 
crcd by ^/ree'/Jtinitr, 

*• Though there be that are called <3ods, yet to us 
there k b^t one God. He made the Heaven and 
Heaven of Heavens, with all their hoft ; the earth and 
all things that are therein ; the feas and all that Is 
therein: He* laid, Let them be, and it was fob He hatk 
ftretchcd fonh the Heavens. He hath founded the 
earth, and hung it upon nothing. He hath ihut up 
the fea with doors, and faid, Hitherto flialt thou come^ ' 
and no farther ; and here (hall thy proud waves be 
ftaid. The Lord is an invifible Tpint, m whom we Hvc 
and move, and have our being. He is the fountain of 
life. Hi prcfervcth man and beaft. He giveth food 
to all fie ill. In his hand IS the foul of every living 
thing, and the breath of all mankind. The Lord mak^ 
etU poor, and makcth.-rich. He brirrgcth low, and 
lifteth up. ^e killeth and he maketh alive. He wound*, 
eth, and he healeth. By him kings reign, and princes 
decree juftice ', and not a fparrow falleth to the ground 
without hi'ai. All angels, authorities and powers are 
fubje£t to him. He a^pointeth the moon for feafons, 
and the fun knoweth his going down. He thundcr- 
eth with bis voice, and.direftcth it under the whole 
Heaven, and his lightning unto the epds-of the earth. 
Fire and haiJ,.fnow and vapour, wind and ftorra, ful- 
fil his word. The Lord is king for ever and ever, and 
bis dominion is an everlafting dominion. The earth ' 
and the heavens fliall perifli ; but^thpu, O Lord, re- 
mauieft. GBhey all fliall wax old, a« doth a garment, 
sndas a^reftureilialt then fold them up, and tTiey fhall 
be changed ; but thou art the fame, and thy years fliaU 
Ijave no end. God is perftfl: in knowledge ; his un- 
derflanding is infinite. He is the father or Ughis. .He 
leoketh to the ends of the earth, and feeth under the 
whole Heaven. The Lord beholdeth all the children 
of men from the place of his habitation, and confider-- 
eth aU their worts. He knowpth our down-fitting . 
aadjjprifing. He compafTethour path, arid oounteta 
cur ffeps. He i« acquamted with all our yf^s 5 aad 
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wlieQ We enter bur clofet, 2ind ihut our door, he feetfe 
us. He knoweth the things that Corae into our min^y 
every one of them : And no thought can be with- 
faolden from him. The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. He is a father 
6f the fiitherlefs, arid a judge of the widow. He is the 
God of fteade, the father of mercies, and the God of 
.allebnifortrand cohfolation. The Lotd is great j ami 
we kndw hihi not ; hisgrcatnefs is unfearchable. Who 
bvt he hath meafUred the waters in the hollow of his 
}amd» and meted out the heavens with a fpin ? Thine, 
O'Loxd, Is "the 'greatnefs, and the power, aiid the glory, 
and theTi£fory,and the majcfty. Thou art very great, 
. thou att xlothed with honour. Heaven is thv throne, 
dnd ktrth is thy footftooL" 

, "Can the mitid of a philofopher rife to a more juft 
arid miagnSic^Kti ahd at the feme time a more amiable 
Hca of ni^ Deity than is here fet forth in the ftrongeft 
iAagcsatid moft eriiphatical language ? And yet this 
is the language of (hepherds and fiftiermen. The illit- 
erate Jews and poor perfecuted CbriQians retained 
thefe noble fentimetits, while the polite and powerful 
nations of the earth were given up to tliat fottifh fort 
rf^^orffiipof which the following elegant defcription 
4s'eiitra£ied from one of the infpired writers. 

.'"'Whty hath' formed d God, and molten an image 
tWat is pr6filable>fbr nothing ? The fmith with the 
• tongs both'worketh in the coals,^nd fafhioneth it with 
iisunmeflB, and worketh it with the ftrength of his arms : 
yea, Ke is huhgry, arid his ftrength faileth. He drink- 
eth no water ana is faint. A man planteth an a{h, 
ahd the rain doth nouriih it. He bumeth part thereof 
in the fire.'. He roafteth flefli. He tvarmeth himfelf. 
And th^ refidue thereof he inaketh a God. He fali- 
cth down unto it, andworflii|)peth it, and prayeth un- 
to it, arid faith, deliver me, far thou art my God. None 
^ccttifideireth in his hearty I have burnt part of it in the 
fire ; yea, alfo, I have baked bread upon the coals there- 
of 5 f have rbafted flelfti and'eaten it : And ftall I make 

the r<:Mtie Ibereof an abomination ? i>hall I fall down 
t<>^thcft<J€k'of.»ti'ce?r* > \ . 
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Tn fuch eircumftances as thefei for a man to deplore 
for free -thinking, and difenga^e him&lf frpm ^b^. ypli;e 
of idolatry,, were doing honour tp buipan .n^t^r^i ^vi 
a work well becoming tbe gres^l ^ff^rtofs of lieafoQ^ 
But in aj:hurch where our adoration is dire£led tg^ tltip. 
Supreme B^ing, and (to fay th$ le»ft) whe;ye i§. noth- 
ing either in the objefl; or manner of tirotfhip ^hat 
conttadi£^s the light of nature, there und^T the pretence 
of free- thinking, to rail at tiic religious inftitutions oi 
their country, moweth an undiftinguifhing genius, that 
miftakcs oppofition for freedom of thougHt. And, ia- 
dced, notwithftanding the pre.tences of fome fe'^r 
zmoTiQ our /ree-tAinkerj^ I can. hardly thinjc there arej 
men to flupid and inconfiftent with themfelves, ^ tq^ 
have a feinous regard for natural religion, and at the 
fame time ufe their utmoft endeavours to dqftVoy tjie 
credit of thofe facred writings, which, as they liave. been 
the means of bringing thefe parts of the world to thei 
knowledge of natural religion, fd in cafe they lofe their 
authority over the minds of men, ^Ve ihould of c<?uiffe 
fink into the feme idolatry which we fee. pjaftijfcd. by. 
other unenlightened nations. 

If a pevfon who exerts himfelf in thcmodern way o£ 
free-thinking. be not a ftupid idolator, it is undeniabiej 
that he contributes all he can to the making ot;her mea- 
fo, either by ignorance or defign ; which lays him un- 
der the diJemma, I will not f^iy of being ^ foolor. knave, 
but of incurring the contempt or deteftatipA .of .man-, 
kind, . . • 

GuABDIA'Ni Vol. H^ No. 88..- 

The noble genius, of t^irpl would have been exalted^ 
ft 111 higher, if he had the advantage of chriftianity* 
According to our fcheme of thoughts,- if the word me- 
fnoref in the front of this. paper were. changed inio fimiU^f^ 
it would have v,ery much heightened th^e mptiYe^pf vir-* - 
tue in the render. To do good and gijeat aftionsi piere- 
iy to gain reputation, and trahfmit a name to pofteri- 
ty, is a vicious appetite, and will certainly enfnare the. 
gerfon who is moved by it, on fom<j .occafions, into- ^ 
iialfe delicacy for fear of reproach j and at others, i^to 
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artifices which tairit his mindi though they mzy enlarge 
his fame* The endeavour to make men like you» ra* 
ther than mindful of you, is not fubjb<^ tofuch ill con- 
iieqiiences^ but moves with its re Ward in its own hand ; 
©r, to fpeak more in the language of the world, a martr 
with this aim as happy is as a^ man in an ofl^c, that is 
Baid oiit of money under his own dire£lion. There 
nave been very wdrthy examples of this felf-denying 
virtue among us in this nation j but I da not know of 
a nobler exa^iiple in this cafe, than that of the late Mr. 
i^£f/fj who founded a lediure for the F roof of the Chrij'^ 
Ihin religion againfiaiheijisy and other niter i$M5 infidels, Tne 
reward of perpetual memory arpongfl men, which 
Slight poffibly have fome fliarc in this fublime charity. 
Was certainly confidered but ift a fecond degree ; and 
Mr B^k haa it in his thoughts to make men imitate 
him, as well as fpeak of him, when he was goneofFour 
ftage. 

'lihz world has received much good from this infli- 
tation J and the noble emulation of great men on the 
inexhauftible fubjeft of the efTence, ptiaife, and attri- 
butes of the Deity, has had the natural efTeci, whic}> 
always attends this kind of contemplation j to wit, 
tiiat he who writes upon it with a fmcere heart, very 
eminently excels whatever he has produced on any 
other oceafion. It eminently appears from this obfer- 
vation, that a particular blemng has- been bellowed on 
this Lefture. This great philofop her provided for us, 
after his death, an employment not only fuitable to our 
. condition^ but to his own at ^e fame time. It is a 
fight fit for angels, to behold the bepefaftor and the 
peifons obliged, not only in different places, but under 
different beings, employed in the fame work. 

This worthy man ftudied nature, and traced all her 
ways to thofe of her unfearchable Awthor. When he 
had found him, he gave -this bounty for the praife and 
contemplation of him. To one who has not run through 
regular courfes of philofophical inquirieis (the other 
learned labourers in this vineyard will forgive mc) I 
:.• cannot but principally recommend the book, intitlcd. 
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P'hyfico Tbtaloj^ ; printed for William Inmys in SL Fmf$ - 
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{hould rot think die addition of it fttfficient acknovl)- 
cdgem^nt of his merit, efpecially fipce I am ihforraed^^ 
that the fimplicity of }usJife is agreeajbk to his ufeful ^ 
knowledge and learning..- 

The f>ra!fe of this author feems to me^o be the. mat ~ 
perfpicuity and method which render his work ii&lli'^ - 
^ibie and pleafing to people who are ftrangers to fuch 
inquiries^ a» well as to the learned. It is a very defir*- 
abJe entertainment to fiml occafions of pleafure and - 
iatisfa£liou in thofeobjoSs and occurrences which we 
Jiave all our lires, perhaps^ overlooked, or beheld with- 
out exciting any rcfiediions tliat made us wiier or hajK 
pier. The plain* good inan doe^^. as with a wand» t 
ihow us the wonders and fpeiSacleis in all nature, and * 
the particular capacities with which «11 living ccea* 
tures are endowed Jfor their f<?veral ways of life ; how* ' 
the ergans of creatures are made according to the dif- - 
ferent paths in which they arc to' move, and provide 
for them {elves and families ; whether they are to creeps , 
to leap, to fwim, to fly, to Walk } whether tfaeyiare to • 
inliabit the bowels or the earth> the coverts of the 
woods, the muddy or clear ftrcams^^o howl in forefts, 
oir couverfe in cities. • All life, from that of a worm 
to that of a man, is explained ; and, as I may fo IpQak, , 
the wondrous works of the cieation, by the oburva- 
tions of this author, lie before us as olxfeii^s that cre- 
ate love and admiration, which ; without, fuch explica- 
tions, ftrike- us only. with co(nfu&m and amazement; 

The. man who, before he had thi^ book, drefled and • 
went out to loiter and gather up fomediiasf to ^ntisr- 
tain a mind too vacant, no longer needs news td^give 
himfelf amufement.5 the very air he breathes fuggefts 
abundant matter for his'thoughts. He: will connder 
that he has begun another day of .life^ to breathe with 
allr other creatures in the (am^ mafe of ' ^r, vapours' 
and. clouds^ whiiJh furrouml our globe j irndgfifftlw - 
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ikiidl>eildrs>aniinal»'that lire by receivyig momentary 
life^ or rather momentary and new reprieves from 
death) at their noilrilS) he only (lands ticSt, confcious 
and contempladve of the benefaction. ; 

A. man who is not capable of pbilofophxcal refiec^ 
•tions from his own education,' will be as much pleafed 
jaS'with any other good news which he has not before 
heard : The agitations of the wind, and the falling of 
the rains, are what are abfolutely neceflary for his wel- 
fare and accommodation. This kind of reader will be- 
liold the light with a new joy, and a fort of Teafon3>- 
Ue rapture : He will be led from the appendages 
wluch attend and furround our globe, to the contem- 
plation of the globe itfelf, the diuribution of the earth 
and waters, the variety and quantity of all things pra- 
vided for the ufes of our world : Then will his con- 
templation» which was too diifufed and general, be let 
<}own to particulars, to difierent foils and moulds, to 
the beds of minerals and ft ones, into caverns and vol- 
canos, and then again to the tops of mountains, and. 
then again to the fields and valleys. 

When the author has acquainted his reader with 
the place of his abode, he informs him of his capacity 
to make himfelf eafv and happy in it, by the gift oV 
fenf€S» by their ready organs,, by ihowin^ him the 
ftrudlure of thofe organs, the difpofition otthe ear £or 
the receipt of founds, of the noftril for fmell, the 
tongue for tafte, the nerves to avoid harms by our fccU 
in^) and the eye by our fight. 

The whole work is concluded (as it is the fum of 
fifj^een fermonsin proof oftheexiftence of the Deity) 
with reflexions which apply each diftinft part of it to 
^Xt end,, for which, the. author may hope to be rewarded 
with an immortality much more to be defired, than 
that of rentaining in eternal honour among all the fons 
of men.. Guakjdian, Vok ll. No. 175. 

CICERO'S LeiUrjj^ hij JTt/t. 

• ^ JL.HE wits of this ifland, for above fifty years pa(U 
, ipitfad of corrc<Jing the yiges of tjhe age, have done 
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iJl.tbey could to inflame them. Marriage has been 
one of the common topics of ridicule that every (I age. 
fcribbler hath found his account in \ for wnenever 
there is an oc.cafion for a clapi an impertinent jeft upon 
matrimony is fure to raife it. This hath been attend- 
,ed with very pernicious confequcnces. Many a coun- 
try 'Squire, upon his fetting up for a man of the town* 
has gone home in the gaiety of his heart, and beat his 
wife. A kind huflband hath been loblced upon as a 
clown, and a good wife as a domeftic animal, unfit for 
the company or converfation of the Beau Montfe, In- 
fhort, fcparate beds, filent tables, and frfitaty homes> 
have been introduced by your 'men of wit aid jJeafure 
of the age. 

As I Iball always make it my bufinefs to flem the* 
torrent;^ ©f prefudice, and vice, 1 fhall take particular 
care to put an honed father of a family in countenance^ 
and endeavour to remove all the evils out of that ftate 
of life which is either the moft happy or moil mifera* 
He that a man can be placed in* In order to this, let 
us, if you pleafe, confider the wits and well bred per* 
fons ot former times* I have fhown in another paper, 
ihztPUtiyy who was a man of the greateft genius. a& 
well as of the firll quality 'of his age, did not thinlc it 
below him to be a kind hulband, and to treat his wife 
as a friend, companion, and counfellor. I fhall give- 
the Kke inftance of another, who in a;ll refpefls was a- 
much greater man than PUnyy and hath writ a whole 
book of letters to his wife. They are not fo full of 
t-urns as thofe tranflated out of the former author, who 
writes very much like a modern, but are full of that 
beautiful fimplicity which is altogetlicr natural, and is- 
the dlitinguilhing character of the beft ancient wri- 
t-er^ Tht3 amhor 1 am fpeaking of> is Ciceroy who, in 
die following paflagee Which I have Vaken out of his 
letters, fliows, that he hedid not think it inconfiftent 
with the politenefs of his manners, or the greatnefs oP 
his wifdom, to (land upon record in his domeftic char-^ 
aften . • . . 

• fhejfc letters were trfitteri iii atime wh€n he. was 

» .'-.,,♦ * '• • » 
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baniilied from his country, by a £idioii Hat then pcc« 
vailed at Rtme, 

CICERO TO TERENTIA. 

L 

" I learn from the Letters of my friends, as well as 
from common report, that you give incredible proofs 
of virtue and fortitude, and that you are indefatigable 
in all kiiuis oi good ofEces, How unhappy a man am 
1) tliat a woman of your virtue, ccmftancy, honour, and 
good nature, (bould fall into fo great dtftrefles upoo^ 
my account ! and that my dear i'mUiela ihould be fo 
much afflicied for the fake of a father with whom ihe 
had once fo much reafon to be nleafed 1 How can I 
mentibn little Cicero^ whofe firft Knowledge of things 
* began whh the fenfe of his own raifery ! If all this had 
happened by the decrees of his fate, as you would 
kindly perfuade me, I could have borne it : but alas ! 
it is ail befallen me by m^ own indifcretion, who 
thought I was beloved by thofe that envied me, and 
did not join with them who fought my friendlhip.— • 
At prefent, fmce my friends bid me hope, I (hall take 
care of my health, tnat I may enjoy the benefit of your 
affedtionate fervices. Planciu^ hop(2S we may Ibme 
time oir other come together into Italy. If ever I live 
to fee that day, if I ever return to your dear embraces^ 
in (hori, jf ever I again recover youandmyfclf, I ihall . 
* think our conjugal piety very well rewarded. — ^As for 
what you write to me about felling your eftate, con- 
fider (my dear Tenntia) confider, alas ! what would be 
the event c^f it. If our prefent fortune continues to 
opprefs us, >yhat will become of our poor boy ! My •. 
tears flow fo fad,, that I am not able to write any £aT- 
ther % and I wauldnot willingly make you weep witk 
me* Let us take care not to undo the child that is al-> 
r^ady a^^idone. If we can leave him any thin^, a little * 
virtue jwiil keep him -from wane* and a httk for-, 
tune raife him in the world. Mind your JM^Uhy ^ 
and let me Igiow frequently what you are doinb.'. Ko«» - 
member me. to TuIUqUi and Ciur^:* " 
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ir. 

* • . « 

' " Do not fjsncy that I write longer letters to any ona 
than to- ywrfelf, unlefs when I chance to receive a 
longer « letter from another, which I am indifpenfably 
obhgcd to anfwer in every pjirticular. The truth of 
it is, I- have no fjubjcift for a letter at prefeftt ; and as 
nay affairs now ftand, there is nothing more painful to- 
rne than virriting. As for you, and our dear TuUieUf I 
cannot write to without abundance of tears ; for I fee 
both of you miferabie,. whom I always wiihed to be 
happy,4nd whoip J ought to have made fo.--4 muft 
apknqwleclge, you have done livery thing for mc with 
the utmoft fortitude, atid the utmoft affedioo y nor in- 
deed is it more than I expe&ed from you \ thOiigh at 
the fame time it is a great aggravation of my ill fortune^ 
that the ajfliftions l.fufFer can be releived only by 
thofe which you undergo for my fake. For honeit 
Valerius has written me a letter, which I could not read. 
without weeping very bitterly 5. wherein be gives ise 
an account of the- puoHc proceffion which you have 
rnade fortne at Rome. Alas ! my deareft life, muft, 
then Tereftiiay thcrdarling of my foui, whofe favour and 
recommendations have been fo often fought by others 
— muft my TerMtia droop under the weight of forrow, 
appear in the habit of a mourner, pour out floods of 
tears, and all this for my fake : for my fake/who have 
undone my family, by confulting the fafety of othefs ? 
As for what you write about felling your houfe, 1 am 
very much ami£led, that what is laid out upon my ac- 
count may any way reduce you to mifery and want.. 
If we can bring about our defign, we may indeed re- 
cover every thing ; but if fortune perfifts in perfedut- 
ing us, how can I think of your facrificing for me the 
poor remainder of your pofleflions f No, my deare^ 
life, let me beg you to let thofe E>ear my expences who 
are aljle, and perhaps willing to do, it ^ and if you 
would Ihew your love to me, da pot injure your health,: 
which is already too much impaired. 1 ou ' prefent 
yourfelf before my eyes day and night ; I fee you la- 
Douriog amidft innumerable difficulties j I am afraid 
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^^ ' , ,; ^;^t ander them : but I find in you alf 

br ' ^'^'"'[''X/isfiatai^ neceffary to fuppoxtyou ; 

V. '•*'* ^'^'Crciore to cheriih your health, that you may 

^'^''[r'fK-enrfof your hoj)Cs and-your ctodeavours. 

ct'.-fff- * J' j-fffgiia my Mart's tkfirc, fareweL 

«< 'jliSTOCRItUZ hath delivered to itic three of 
Ij^.'jfi-y5, wiiich I have almoft defaced with my 
a jf». ^^ •' '"y Tenniia I am confumetl with griei*, 
.„j f^^/ r/ie weight of your fufferings-morc tlian of my 
^wn* ^ ^m more miierablc than you are, notwith- 
iHuSngjoix are YCiy mudi fo ; and that for thid rea- 
{cn, becaufe, thotigh our calamity is commoif, it is my 
i'liRit that brought it upon us. I ought to have died 
rather than have been driven out of the city r I am 
therefore overwhelmed not only with grief, but with 
ihame. 1 am aihamed, that I did hot do ray utm.oft 
for the bed of wives, and the deareft of children. You 
are ever frefent befgre my eyes in your mourning, your 
affiicxion, and your ficknefs. Amidft all which, there 
ftircc appears to me the leaft glimmering 6i hop€ — 
Jf^wever, as long as you lK)pe, I will not delpair.— I 
v^'ili do what you advift me. I have returned my 
thanks to thofe friends whom you mentioned, and hav« 
kt them know, that you have acquainted me with their 
jgood offices. I am fenfible ot Fi/o^s extraordinary 
zeal and endeavours to ferve me. Oh ! would the 
Gods grant that you and I • might livef together in the 
enjoyment of fucn a fon-in-hw, and of our -dear chil- 
dren.-^ As for what you write of your coming to mc, 
if I deface It, I would rather you fliould be where you 
are, becaufc I know you are my principal agent at 
Rome. If you fuccced, I (hall come to you : if ndt-- 
But I need fay no more. Be careful or your health, 
and be affured, that nothing is, or ever was, fo ^^^^ 
to me as yourfelf. Farewcl, my Jerentia \ I fancy 
that I fee youi and therefore cannot command tay 
Meaknefs to far as to refrain from tears.'* 

IV. 
** I do not write to vou as often as I might, becflufe,. 
"^^^'irliflanding I am'affliaed at all times, I am ^uite 


ADDISONIAN Miscellany. 22^ 

ovcrcoihe '^ith forrow whilft I am writing to ydu, or 
reading sttii letters that I receive from yoii. — U thefe 
^vils are n6t to* be removed, I muft d^fire to fse you,* 
my deareft life, as foon as poiTible, and to die in your 
embraces; fince neither the Gods, whom you always 
religloufly wor (hipped, nor the men whofe goo<l I al- 
ways ptomoted, have rewarded ns according to our xle- 
ferts. What a diftreffed wretch am I ! S !iou Id I a (k a weak. 
woman opprefled with cares and ficknefs, to come and 
live with me ; or (hall I not afk her ? Can I live with- * 
out you ? But I find I muft* If there be any hopes 
of my return, help it forward, and promote it as much 
as you arc able. But if all that is over, as I fear it is, 
find out fome way or other of coming to me. Tiiis 
you may be fure of, that I fliall not look upon myfelf 
as quite undone whilft you are with me. But what 
will become of TuiUcla ? Yoti muft look, to that \ I 
muit confcfs, I am entirely at a lofs about lier. What- 
ever happens, we muft taxe care of the reputation and 
marriage of that dear unfortunate girl. As for Cicer^^ 
he fhall live in my bofom, and in my arms. I cannot 
write any farther, my forrows will not let me — Sup- 
port yourfelf, my dear Tereniia^ as well as you are able. 
W^ have lived and flourifhed together amidft the great- 
eft honours : It is not our crimes, but our virtues 
that have diftrefled us.-— Take more than ordinary care 
of your health ? I am more affli£led with your for- 
rows than my own. Farewel, my Terentta, tnou dear- 
eft, fadthfuileft, and beft of wives.*' 

Methinks it is a pleafure to fee this great mfin in his 
family, who makes fo different a figure in they^rftwor 
Senate of Rome. Every one admires the Orator and 
the Conful j but for my part, I efteem . the huftiaiid 
and the father. His private charafter, with all the * 
little weaknefies of humanity, is ^s amiable, as the fig- 
ure he makes in public is awful and majeftic. But at 
the fame time that I love to furprife fo great an author 
in his private walks, and to furvey him in liis moftfa* 
miliar lights^ I think it would be oarbarous to form to 
ourffives any idea of fnean-fpiritedncfs from thofe Jia- 
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tural openings of his heart, and ^ifburthepine of his 
thoughts to a wife. He has written fcveral other let- 
ters to the fame perfon« but none with h great paffion 
as thefe of which I have given the foregoing extraSs. 
It would be ill-nature, not to acquaint the Eftjflifi 
reader, that his wife was fuccefsful in her folicitations 
for this great man, and faw her hufband return to the 
honours of which hs had been deprived, with all the 
pomp and acclamation thatufually attended the great- 
eft triumph. T atjler, VoJ. III. "^o, 1 59. 


I 


CLEANLINESS 


_^S a marlc of politenefs. It is univerfally agreed up- 
on, that no one, unadorned with this virtue, can go 
iato con)pany without giving a manifefl offence. The 
eaficr or higner any one's fortune is, this duty rifes 
proportionablv. 'ihe different nations* of the world 
'are asas mucli dillmguifhed by their, clejnlinefs, as 
by their arts and fcienccs. 'I he more any country 
is civilized, the more they ccnfult this part of polite- 
rjefs. We netd but compare our ideas of a female 
Hmenw^nA an Engtijh beauty, to, be fatisfied of the 
truth of what hath been advance^. - 

In the next pluce, cleanljnefs may be ftid to he the 
foftei mother of love. Beauty indeed fnoft coir.mon- 
ly produces that paffion in the mind, hut cleanHnefe 
prefervcs it. An indifferent face and perfon, kfpt iu 
perpetual neatnefs, has won many a heart from a pret- 
ty flattern. Aj;e itfelf is not unamiable, while it is prc- 
lerved clean and unfullied : like a piece of melal con- 
ftantly kept fmooth and bright, we look on it with 
more pleaHire than on a new veffel whiifh is cankered 
with ruft. 

"I might obferve farther, that, as cleanlinefs renders 
us agreeable to others, fo it makes us eafy to ourfelvcs^ 
that It is an excellent preferviitive of health ; and that 
fev6ral vices deftru6lWe both to mind and body, arc 
in<ion(iftent with the habit of it. But thefe reflexions 
1 fhall leave to the leifurc ©f my reader^, and Ihall db- 
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ferve in the third place^ that it bears a great analogjr 
nvith purity of mind, and naturally inipires refined 
fentinients and paflions. . , 

, We find from experience, that through the preva- 
lence of cuftoni, the moft vicious aftions lofe their 
horror, by being made familiar to us. On the con- 
trary, thofe who live in the neighbourhood of good 
examples, fly from the firft appearance of what is. 
ihocking. It tares with us much after the fame manner^ . 
as our ideas. Our fenlps, which are the inlets to all 
the images conveyed to the mind, can only tranfinit 
the impreffion of fuch things as ufually furroundtheiiK 
So that pure and unfullied thoughts, are naturally fug- 
^efted to the mind by thofe objefts that perpetuali]C 
encompafs us, when they are beaatiful and elegant m 
their kind.* 

In the eaft, where the warmth of the climate makes 
cleanlinefs more immediately neceflary than in colder 
countries, it is made one part of their religion. The 
Jewish law, (and the Mahometan, which in forac. 
things copies after it) is filled with bathings, puri- 
fications, and other rites of the like nature. Though' 
there is the above-named convenient reafori to be af-' 
ligned for thefe ceremonies, the chief intention un- 
doubtedly was to typify inward purity and cleanli- 
nefs of heart by thofe outward wafhings. We read 
feveral injunffcions of this kind in the book of Diutir 
fnomy^ which confirm this truth ; and which are but 
ill accounted for by faying as fome do, that they wer^ 
only inftituted for convenience in the defart, which 
t)therwife <;ould riot have been habitable for fo many- 
years* 

I (hall conclude this.eflay with a (lory which I hav6 
fomewhere read in an account of Mohometan fuper- 
ftitions. 

A Dtrvift of great fan£Hty,' one morning had the 
misfortune, as he took up a crvftal cup, v/hich wa^ 
confecrated to the propnet, to let it fall upon tbq 
ground, and dafb it in pieces. His fon coming in 
fdmp time after, he ftretched out his hand to biefs 
him, a$ hi^ manner was every mornings but the 
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^outh £[oing out| ftumbled over the threfliold, and 

Dxoke his arm. As the old man wondered at thefc 

events, a caravan pafled by in its way from Mecca. 

The Dtruiji approached it to beg a bleffing ; but, as 

- he ftroked one of the holy camels, he received a kick 

.from the beaft, that forely bruifed him. Hisforrow 

and amazement increafed upon him, till he recoU 

lededy that through hurry and inadvertency he had 

sthat morning come abroad without waihing his 

. bands. 

Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. 531. 


COMMERCE. 

X HERE is not a^place in the tbwn wiiich I fo 
jDQuch love to frequent as the Rvyal Excbaitgu It gives 
a fccrct fatisfaSion, and, in fomc meafurc, gratifies^ 
n^y vanity, as I am an EngUJhmany to fee fo ricn aft aC> 
fembly of countryman and foreigners confulting to- 
gether upon the pnvate bufinefs ofmankind, and mak« 
mg this metropolis a kind of tmporium for the whole 
, earth. I muft confefs I look upon high change to be 
a great council, in which all confiderable nations have 
their reprefentatives. FaCtors in the trading world 
are what ambafiac(ors are in the jiolitic world ; they 
negociate affairs,, conclude treaties, and maintain a 
good correfpondence between thofe wealthy focieties 
of men that are divided from one another by feas and 
oceans, or live on the different extremities of a conti- 
nent. I have often been pleafed to hear difputes ad- 
. jufted between an inhabitant of yafan and an tXAxj^ 
mzxi oi tnidoMi or to fee a fubjefl or the Gnat Me^ui 
entering into a league with one of the Czar of Mu/c$^, 
ay. I am infinitely delighted in mixing with thefc 
feveral minifters of commerce, as they are diftinguUh-j* 
,ed by their different walks and difterent languages. 
Sometimes I am joftled aitnong a body oi 4rmimaas ; 
fometimes I am loft in a crowd of Jews \ and fomc- 
i times piake one in a group of Dutcbmen, I am a Dmu^ 
S'wf^f^ Of .Fr^nihman^ at different times \ or rather fan- 
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ey myfelf like the old philofopher, who, upon being 
zfkcd what countryman ne was, replied, that he waft^ 
n citizen of the world. 

Though I rery frequently vifit this bufy multitude ' 
of people, I am known to nobody tfae^e but my friend 
Sir Andrrvoy who often fmiles upon me as he fees me 
buftling in the crowd, but at the fame time ccnhivQ» -. 
at my torefence without taking any farther notitoe o£ - 
me. There is indeed a merchant of Egi^t^ who juft 
knows me by £ght, having formerly xemitted me feme 
money to Grand Cairo ; but, as I am not verfed in the 
modern coptick^ oup conferences go no farther than a 
bow and a grimace. 

This grand fcene of bufinefs gives me an infiniite '- 
variety of foiid and fubftantiai entertainments. - A9 I 
am a great lover of mankind, my heart naturally lover- 
tows with pleafure at the (ight of a profperons and 
hapJpV multitude, infomuch that at many i)ublic fo»» 
lemnities I cannot forbear expreffin^ my jot with 
teftrs that have ftolen down my checks. For this 
reafon I am wonderfully delighted to fee fndx a body 
6f men thriving in their own private foUuties, and rtt ' 
th^ fame time promoting the public ftock ; or in oth* 
er words, raifmg eftates, fi>r their own families, by 
bringing into their country whateve*^ is ^wanting^ at\^ 
currying out of it whatever is fuperfiuoa^. - 

Nature fecms to have taken a particular care Xa* t\t*\ 
feminate her bleflings among the different regions ^^ 
the world, with an eye to thi$ mutual intercouife and^ 
tr4ftic among mankind, that the natives of the feve*- 
ral parts of the globe might have a kind of depend- 
ance upon one another, and be united together by their 
common interefts. Almofl: every degree producer 
fomething peculiar to it. The food often grows in 
one country, and the fauce in another. The fruits of 
Portugal are corre£l:ed by the produ£is of Bariadoer. 
The infufion of a China plant fwe^tened with the pidi 
of an hdiau cane. The Philippim iflands give a fla-~ 
vour to our Euroepan bowls. The fingle drefs of a wo- 
man of quality is often the produt): of an hundred 
climates. The nxufF and the f^n cojnc together from. . 
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mcxsoFthskt duty more expert in* it. This inabitify^. 
as I conceive^ proceeds from the little care that is ta- 
^ keii of their reading, while boys, and «t fchool, where, 
' when they have got into Latin, they are looked upon 
aa above £ngUfl]« the reading of which is wholly iieg- 
,fc&ed, or at leaft read to very little purpofe, withe ut 
any due obfervations made to them of the proper ac- 
cent and manner of reading : by this means they 
liavc acquired fuch ill habits as will not eafily be re^ 
moved. The only way that I know of to* remedy 
this, is to propofe lome perfon of great ability that way 
a^ a pattern ibr thenv ; example being molt efFe£tuai 
to convince the learned, as well as to in(lru£k the ig- 
nQrant. 

You muft know. Sir, I have been a conftant fre- 
quenter of the church of England fot above thefe four' 
years laft pal^, and till funday was fevennight never 
difcov^ed> to fo: greats^ degree, the excellence of the 
fommon prayer ; when, being at St. Jfamts\ G^nr- 
" tick-Hill s^xkuchy I heard the fermon read fo diftindily^ 
' fo emphatitally, and io fervently, that it^was n«xt to 
;ah impoffibilitv to- be vmattentive. My eyes and my 
thoughts coulanot wander as ufualv but were coiv- 
* fined to my prayers v I then confidcred I addreilod 
' myfelf to the Almighty, and not to a beautiful^ face; 
y And when I refle£ied en my former performances of 
;that duty, I found I had run it over as a matter of 
form, in comparifon to the manner in which I thor 
difcharged it. My mind was reallv affe£tedj and fer- 
vent wiflics accompanied my woras^ The confeffion 
..wasrread wkh-ftieh-arrefigned humilitv^ the abfolution 
with fiich a comfortable authority, tne tiiaakfgivings 
with fuch a religious joy, as made me feel thofe SE-^ 
fe^iops of the mind in the manner I never did before^ 
"I'o'Temedy thereiurc the grievance above complained 
of, I humbly propofe, that this excellent reader, upon 
^e next and every annual afTembly of the clergy of 
"Sipa Cfilegiy and all other conventions, (hould read 
^rayeirsbeforc thehi : for' then thofe who are afraid of 
*ft^ttehing'theit mouths and (poiling their foft voice» 

▼«tt Uewii to mA ^ib^cteatacfe, loudaefs and 
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llrength. Others, who afie£l a rakifh negligent air by 
folding their arms, and lolling on their book, will be 
taught a decent behaviour, and comely credion of bo- 
dy. ' Thofe who read fo faft as if impatient of their 
■work, may learn ^o fpeak deliberately. There is an- 
Qther fort of perfons whom I call Pindaric readers, as 
being confintd to no fct meafure : Thefe pronounce 
five or fix words with great deliberation, and the five 
or fix fubfequent ones with as great celerity ; the firft 

{)art of a fcntcnce with a very exalted voice, and the 
atter part with a fubmiilive one ;' fometimes again 
•with one fort of a tone, and immediately after wi3i a 
▼cry difierent one. Thefe gentlemen will learn of my 
admired reader an evenncfs of voice and delivery^ 
And all who are innocent of thefe afe£bations, but 
read with foch an indifierency as if they did not un- 
derftand the language, may then be iniormed of the 
art of reading movingly and fervently, how to, plate 
the cmphafis, and give the proper accent to each word, 
and how to vary the voice according to die nature of 
the fentencc. There is certainly a very great differ- 
ence between reading a prayer and a gazette, whiclrl 
beg of you to inform a fct of teaoers, who ifteft, 
fbrfooth, a certain gGntlcman-like familiarity of tone, 
and amend the language as they go on, crying, in- 

. ftead of pardonttb and aijohetX^ pardons and ahfohis^ 
Thefe are often pretty clalCcal fcholars, and woujd 
think it an unpardonable fin to read P^irgil or Martial 
wiUi fo little tafte as they do divine fervice. 

This indifferency feems to me to arife front the 

endeavour of avoiding the imputation of cartt, and 

the falfe notion of it. It will be proper therefore ta 

.,trace' the original aivd fignification of this word. 

• Cant is, by fdme people, derived from one AndreH» 
Cant^ who, they fay, was a preft>yterian minifter in 
fome ill iterate, part of Scotland, wno by excrcife and: 
ufe had obtained the faculty, aliat gijt, of talking in 
the pulpit In fuch a dialecl, that it is faid he was utl- 
derrftocJd by none but his own cbngrejgatiun, and not 

''*byall of riiem. Since Mr. C«»/*snmc it has been 
underllood in a large fenfel^ and fignifi^s all fudden: 
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exclamations, w'hinii^gs, unufuaH tones, and in fine «ll' 
praying and preaching, like the unlearned of the prci^ 
bytcrians. But I hope a proper elevation of voice^.a 
due cmphafis and accint, are not to come 'withm 
this dcicription : So that our readers mav ftiU be as 
unlike the prefbyterians as they pleafe. The diflen- 
ters (I mean fuch as I have heard) do indee4 elevalc 
their voices, but it is with fudden jumps from the 
lower to the higher parts of them ^ and that with fo 
little fcule or Ikill, that their elevation and cadence 
is bawling and muttering. They^ make ufe of 
an emphaus, but fp improperly, that it is often 
placed on fome very iniignificant particle, as up- 
on if or anJ. Now, if the improprieties have fo 
great aii cfrefl on the people^ as we tec they have, 
how great an influence would the fervice of our ' 
chnrch, containing the beft prayers that ever 'were 
compofed, and that in terms moft affe3ing, mod 
humole, and ^ mod expreiEve of our wants, and de« 
pcndancc on the objcfl: of our worfliip, difpofed in 
moil proper order, and void of all confuCon ; what 
influence, I fay, would thefc prayers : have, were they 
delivered with a due emphafis and appofite rifing and 
variation of voice, the fentence concluded with a gen- 
tle cadence, and, in a word, ?^ith fuch an accent and - 
turn of fpeech as is pf cuKar to prayer I * 

As the inatter of Vvorihjp- is now managed, in diT* • 
fqntlng. congragatipns, you find infigniacant wovds > 
andphrafes raifed by a lively vehemence } in our own * 
ocburches, the moft exalted ienfe deprecbted by a dif* 
pjfiionate indolence. . I remember to have heard Dr. 
S ' i favy. in his pulpit, , of the comxnon prayer, 
that, at lea(t» it was as p^rfefb as any thing of human 
inftitution : If .the gentlemen . who err in this kind, .. 
would pleafe to recdle£l:the many pl/eafantries they * 
have read upon thofe who recite ^ood. things with an • 
ill grace, they would go. on to think that what in that 
cafe is onVf ridiculous, in themfelves is inipipus. Bui 
leaving this to their own reflections, I fhall conclude : 
this, trouble with what Ctffrr faid upon the irregiibr« - 
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ity of tjiie in one who read before him> Doyeureail^ «• 
/ing /* Jfyoufingj yfiufing 'vtry ill. 

Spectator, Vol. IT. No. 147. T. 
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^as the other day in company at my lady Lixard*$, 
when there came in among us their coufm Tcm^ who 
is o*ie of thofe country 'fquires who fet up for plain 
heneft gentlemen, >\'ho fpeak their minds. Tern is, m 
ihort, a lively impudent, clown, and has wit enough 
tohave aiade himfelf a pleafupt companion, had it been 
poiiibed and. re£lified by good manners. Tcm had 
not been a quarter of an hour with us,, before he fet 
every one in the company a bluihing, by fome blunt 
queftion, or unlucky obfeivation. He aiked the 
Sparkler if her wit had yet got her a hufband 5 and 
told her eWeft fifter flie looked a little wan under the 
eyes, 9nd that it was time for her to look about hei;, 
if Ak: did npt defign to lead apes in the . other world* 
The gopd lady. Li%ardy who fuiFers more than her 
daagnlcrs on fucb an occafion,^. defired her couCa 
9^//ew^/,. with a fmile, not to be fo fevere on his rel^ 
tions : to which the booby replied, with a rude country 
laugh, if I be not miftaken, aunt, you were a motlier 
at fifteen ; and why, do you expert, that -your daugh* 
ters Ihould be maids till fivc-and-twenty ? I endea- 
voured to divert the difcourfe, -when without taking 
notice of what I faid, Mr. Ironfide^ fays he, you fill my 
coufins* heads with your fine notions as you call 
them ; can you teach them to make a pudding ? I 
muft confefs he put me out of countenance with his 
ruftic raillery ; fo that I made fome excufe, and left 
the room. - 

This fellow's behaviour made me reflect on the 

^ufcfulnefsof complaifance, to make all convetfj^tion 

agrceablf . This, though in itfelf it be fcarce reckoiv- 

led in the number of moral virtuei>, is that which gives 

aluftreti- every t-ilent a man can be pofTcfted orT It 

\i^%FlfiU\ irfvice to. an uRpoliibcd writer, thathJJ 
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ffiould facrifice to the graces. In the fame manner I 
U'ould advife every man of learning, who would not 
appear in the world a mere fcholar, or philofopher, to 
make himfelf malter of the fecial virtue which I have 
bere mentioned. 

Complaifance renders afuperior amiable, an equal 
agreeable, and an inferior acceptable. It fmooths 
diflindion, fweetens converfation, and makes every 
one in the company pleafed with himfelf. It produ- 
ces good-nature and mutual benevolence, encourages 
the timorous, foothes the turbulent* humanizes the 
fierce, and diftinguiflies a fociety of civilized peribns 
from a cotifuGon of favages. In a word, complaifance 
is a virtue that blends all orders of men together in a 
friendly intercourfe of words and aftrons, and i« fuit- 
ed to tnat equality in human nature which every one 
ought to confider j fo far as is confident with the ordor 
and ceconomy of the Vorld. 

If we could look into the fecretanguifh andafllicrion 
of every man's heart, wcftiould often find, that more of 
it arifes from little imaginary diftreffes, fuch as checks, 
frowns, contradiftions, exprcffions' of contempt, and 
(what Sbakfj}yeare reckons among other evils under the 
Min) 

The proud man*i contumel]f^ 
The infoliKce ef office, and the J^urm 
9 hst patient merit of th^ uniKorthy taket^ 

than from the more real pains and calamities of life. 
The only method to remove thefe imaginary diftreiSes 
as much as poffible out of human life, would be the 
univcrfal pradlice of fuch an ingenious compiaifancc ' 
as I have besn here defcribing, which, as it is a vir- 
tue, may be defined to be, a ccnftant endea^vout' to fleafi 
thcfi luith njuhcm nve converfi^ fo far 09 iv# maj do ii 
imocentl . I fhall here add, that I know nothing fo 
effofliual to raife a man's fortune as complaifance, 
which rccom meads more to (he favour of the great, 
than wit, knowledge, or any other talent whatever. I ^1 
fiticl this confidcnition very preuily illuftrated bva V 
httle wild 4ra^ia»U\t, which I ftall here abrid^Cji^ • 1 
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tfic fate of my reader, after having again warned himi 
that I do not recommeno to him fuch an impertinent 
or vicious complaifance as is not confiftent with hon- 
our and integrity. 

«< Sckacaback being reduced to great poverty, apd 
having eat nothing for two days together, made a vi- 
fit to a noble Barmecidt in tUrfia^ who was very hofpi- 
table, but withal a great humourift. The ^armeciJg 
was fitting at his table, that fecmed ready covered for 
9n entertainment. Upon hearing Sek€uaback\ com- 
plaint^ he defired him to fit down' and fall on; he 
then gave him an jempty plate, and a(ked him how he 
liked his rice feup : Sthacabae^ , who was a man of 
wit, and refolved tp comply with the Barmteide in all 
his humours, told him it was admirable,^ and at the 
fame time, in imitation of the other, lifted up the emp- 
ty fpoon to his mouth with gfeat pleafure. The Bar^ 
mtcid$ then afked hirti if he ever faw whiter bread : 
Scbaeahac^ who faw neither brea^l nor m3?t--If I did 
not like it, you may be Ture, fays he„ I (houfd not eat 
fo heartily of it. You oblige me mightily replied the 
Barmfcidif pray let me help you to this l^g of a goofe. 
Sckacahac reacned out his plate and received nothing 
oh it with great cheerfulnefs. As he was eating 
very heartily on this mighty imaginary goofe, and 
crymg up the faucc to the flcics, the Barmteide defired 
him to keep a<4:onfer 6f his fbomach for a roafted 
' lamb fed with piftacho nuts ; and rfter having calhd 
for it as thougn it had really been ferved up, nere is 
a difli, fays' he, that yott will fee at nobody's tab!c 
but my own. Scbacabac was wonderfully delighted 
with the tafte of it» which is like nothing, fays he, I 
ever eat before. Several other nice di(hes were ferv-p. 
ed up in idea, which bath of them commended, and 
feafted on after the fame manner. This was follow- 
ed by an invifible defert^ no part of which delighted 
ScAacsbac, fo much as a certain lozenge, v« hich th© 
Bermecide told him was a fweetmeat of his own inven- 
tion. Scbacabac at length, being courteoufly reproach- 
ed by the Barmcide, that he had no ftomacn, and that 
lie cat nothing, and at the fame .tinie^ being tired with. 


ly 
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moving his jaws up and down to no purpofe, defircd 
to be excufed, for that really he was fo full that\\c 
c6uld not eat a bit more. Come then, fays the Bar- 
mtcide, the cloih (hall be removed, and you (hall tafte of 
my wines, which, I may fay without vanity, are the 
beft in Perfia. He then filled both their glaffcs out 
of an empty decanter. Schacabac would have excu- 
fed himfelf from drinking fo much at once, becaufc 
he faid he was a little quarrdfome in liis liquer \ how- 
ever being prefl to it, he pretended to take it oflF, hav- 
ing before-hand praifed the colour, and afterwards 
the flavour: Being plied with two or three other im- 
aginary bumpers of different wines, equally delicious, 
and a little rcxed* with this fantaftic treat, he pre- 
tended to grow fluftered, and gave the Barmedit a 
food box • on the ear ; but immediately recovering 
imfelf. Sir, fays he, I beg ten thoufand' pardons, but 
I told you before, that it was my 'misfortune to be 
quarrelfome. in my drink. The Bdrmecide could not 
.but ftTiile at the humour of his guefl, and in (lead of 
being angry at him, T find, fays he, thou art • a com* 

Elaifant fellow, arid dcfcrveft to be entertained in my 
oufe. Since thou'canli accommodate thyfelf to my 
humour, we will now eat togethjcr in good earned. 
tJpon which calling for his fupper* the rice-fopp, the 
goofe, the piflacho Iamb, the feveral other nice dilhes, 
^ith the dej/erty the lozenges, and all the variety of 
Perjihn wines were ferved up fucceffively,*on6 after an- 
other 5 and Schacahac was f^afted in reality, with thofe 
very things which he had befbre been entertained with 
in imagination." • • ^ 

Gttardian,' Vol. II. No. 162. 
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CONJUGAL APTECTION, 

j^ WAS walking about my chamber tliis mornbg in 
a very gay humour, when r faw a coach ftop at my 

my bofom 
gave fodie accoufit of in mj paper of 
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Y 7th of the laft month. I Feit a fenfible pkafiire raf« 

ing in me at the fight of him, my acdu^tit»iacclu?ing 

begun with his father Adhen he was juii fuck nftrvphnt^ 

and aboat that very age. When he came up tame^ & 

took me by the hand ^ and boTft into tears-rl wat 

ext-remelj- moved, ami immediatefy: faid> chiMj hiov- 

is your father 'f- He beganto 'TOply-— my mother,! 

but could not go on for weeping, j i went down wit^ 

him into the coach, and ga'iL'fed.diit of him, diat hi« 

mother was then dyin^, and that while the holy: hian 

wns doing the laft offices to hieP|ihs'had<.'lakt^n that 

timeutoicome and c^U me to his fattier (vrfao . ho Sd^ 

wouid.certainly break his heart if I did' not. '^O'ana 

comfort hiM. The child's- difcretbv in aiming 4d mf 

e£hU«own accord,and the tend^nefs he ihoyred forhiir 

parent^yWOuM have quite overpowered me^had I not re«* 

iblTed'te fortify myfelf for the feafenabk perftBrmaacei 

ef thofe duties which I owed la rajt friend. Aar we 

were going, I coald not but refle£b upon the charaSieir 

fyf that excellent woman, and the graajtRcfs^ of his;gr!e£ 

fbit the lofs of one who hasever &en. lUc fupport I to 

kim under all the aiRiiSiions. How (thought I) iviil 

he be able to bear the hoar of :her death} that could not 

when I was. lately with him,^^peaki>£a ficknefs, which 

iras then ^aft, without forrdw ? We were now got 

pretty ifar into fF4fimiHfltT^ and arrived at my >fiiiendf4 

houfe. At the door of it<I met Favpsrutf hot witfacitt 

a fepret fati$£adion to find ho had.been^therei :: Ihad 

ibrmerly cooverfed with hisii at Jhift^own bdufet-, . and 

as be abounds with' that fort of virtue and knowledge 

which makes religion 'beautiful; and nevtr leads^ tho 

cenflrdrfation into tbLeTictlcnce and rage of. party ^£« 

pu^I Jifteo^d to.Eim With*great pleafurei . Quvdif^ 

coqrfe ehdnoedtoheapon tbefubjefi of diath^jwiuclt 

he treated mih fech a Areiq^h of reafon>jand gi^eatvi 

nefs oiitmi, that snftead of bw^g rterrible, it .appeared 

to a nitnd pighdy cultivated, altogetbex: to ber^ncei^- 

ned, or ratter to be defired. As 1 met him at the door; 

Ifaw'inhis face a certain glowingof gmef aad hut 

manity^difiightened with an atr of fortitude and refo« 

h&>n, Y&kch% ai 1 9d[terward8 fo^ttdi b»A £ich an vcrCh 
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iiftibfe.foKic^ as to Ax^eUd the pains of the dying, an3 
diekmeatalaoiiof dieneareft fncnds whoattendedher. 
t iRciit t^ dnre&Ly to ^bt room where ibe lay, and 
wM laotatthe entnace by my.friend, who, ootwitb- 
ftandilig-lut thoughtahadtleen compofed a little before* 
at thefiffhtbf itieturaed aMrayhisface and wept. The lit- 
tle fimmy 4>f -dnldien renewed the expreilions of their 
tonow'f aoeording to.their leversd ages and degrees of 
Widerftaiiding. : The eldei}: &ogfater was in tears^ bii- 
fied i» attendance* upon her Aother ; others were 
loMtolittg ak>tit the bed^-fide : And what troubled mc 
moft wSs,< tOb^fte a little boy, who was too youi^ Co 
knowtiie tmfds^ weqiing only becaufe his inters did. 
Tifaer«»idyone'tiktbe! room who feemed refigned and 
•otnfdrted^ was^ dy^perlbn. ^At my approach 
lothe bed^deiihe/iokl4isc#'>witfaa low broken voio^ 
!%» iskflidly donei^ake care of your friend-^do not 
fo ffotai hiim She ^had licfoie takes leave of her hut- 
fialid o&dr diildvea^ in a manner proper for fo * folemn 
^a^inr, and witha ffracbfiUnefs peculiar to a womaa 
«l her ouira&er. Imr heait waatomto pieces to fee 
Ae/huflMiKicxii one Ale, (iippreflin|; and keeping down 
llieiwdKngBiO{tgri«f^€oriearof difturhingher in her 
kft moments f and!:lbe:iivife eren at.tbat time ooii» 
oe^liivr the psons. ihe endured, for fear of incieafing 
his ani£yon. ' She jkopt her eyes upon Mm for fbme 
jlUMtteiit» after &c grew feeechlefe, ^nd fi)on after 
eloifed thenv for even In> the. moment of har.dqpsr* 
tare, my friend (who had- thus far coaunanded hini- 
&li!P^eiti^e a deep ^oan, and fell into a fwomi by her 
bed-fide; i fThic diftya£bioft of the children, who tfao't 
they faw both their parents expiring together, mi. worn 
lying jdedd. before tliem, would have mdtel die imtA* 
eft^mart ; bat tbetPt foon pefcttved itheor fi^ier recov- 
er, whom I help^ to reuyove inta another room,, with 
a Ydbbi,tioJi toaiccompany him till the 6dt pangs of Us 
lAi£kidn were abate<£ I «new conlblation wmMiXMr 
be impertinent, and dieref ore contented nyfelf to fit 
by him, and condole with him iafiknce. Tor I Oiall 
bere ufe the^metbod bf an aincient author, who^ sa^CMie 
^4usepiftk^.r6fating.to dw irirtue§ «ad.dc«cfa of itft* 
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inus*s wifci esprefles him(elf thus ; '< I ihall fufpend 
my advice to this beft of friends, till he is made capa-> 
ble of rcccivitig It by thofe three great remedies, (ifg^ 
ttffiias jpfa^ diuUng^^ a fatiitat dtRtus) the neceffity of 
fktMfiiCSon^ length of time, and^ fatiety of grief." 

In the mieaa time, I cannot but confide?, wkjh itiadi 
commifetation, the melandaoly ftate of one whft* Im 
had fuch a part of himfslf .Jorn itom ism, imd/whid^ 
he mifies in every circumftance of* life* ISm cbadft^ 
ttonis like that of one who has ktclv loft; his -^i^fat' 
smi^ andis^t^ery moment offiarine to oelphimfelf wtdi 
It; He : does not appear to himfelf the (anne |>erfaa in 
his houfe, at hia taWe, in compaiiy» or in vs^ms^nctAi 
and lofttsi the relifii of aU the plealitfrs and diverfioas 
that wei« becon:ie eatertaftnii>gtO'him4).^ * 
tion of them. The moft agveeable obje^ 
r^w of her with i^hom heufed Xt «njoy tfam.- iXlu^ 
Additicmal £»tis£a£tioQ,fiom t))e taffte of pimftives in tte 
fockty of one lovelote, is ^ttlimraUy delcrifaed^inK M^ 
idht, WM t<K|)«efei»t^ E^i^ t]iOfig:h in ^Mndifib ii(fd^ so^ 
farther pleafed with the beautiful objei&s av«iiiidhes^ 
x>A^Xi as ihe Ceed them in company with Mrnny ts^ ^^a^ 
paflage fo inexpr^ffibly cbarmirtg J • ""V - 

Withibt€€9nVii^ng If4frgit^ timey ' :. . K 

AUfiatfitis^ Und thtir thi^ \ . a// fl^fi alikf^ • ^ ^ • 

S'UKif is fhe hriAth >^ n^rn^ ktr fifing fvmt\ • 
Ifiih diArtn i^feariitfi Utdf ^ fieapau tkt fiat^ r . 
Whtnfirft in tMidilighifulhaid.htJf^ia^f^ f '• ' 'i 
Hit msnt hemns^ on htrh^ srUffruk undfiatmts \ 

Cli/Vning ^ith diw\ frt^mt d».fiHik 9m^ • • i* 
jdfierfiftp9w^fi^ find Jv:(0t tit cmWNfg fin , 
* ^fg^^fful gv*nhig mid ; thifih^t ^fgM^ • . - 1 t,. 
IVith'thifhrfoimt^ hwd^mnd this f^h" pnth^ * . .. ;: 
Afid'thefi^the gem^'^ HtofOgn^ Mrftarry fraiitn • . , , . »* 
Bift^ miui^,briAih~'if morn n/^btft fift afctmdi^ - , ^ 

.. H^4ik€hArff^9fHirtkfi^irds^^notr4fiMg^fitf{ ,^; , 
In fhh ddighijul iAnd^nor hirhyjruity^^ . 

^ GJ^'^jug wih dewy mrfra^tmce€ift:€ryfifnxi(r$% * > ■ ,^ 
^«r grateful 9-Jning W^9 ^^fi^K^ig^ , . 

If^iikihis htrfiiimn hird^ mr 'Uftdk , 6^ t^oofif. , . . ^ j ^ 
Qc.flUf'ri»g^at'ligfu^ without iiitt is Jhiouh . ,\ 
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J.yr^/j^/f'xaahicd a^yery pretty body, who be- 
toethitJg yoangtr and richer than myfelf, I -was 


^Y fcmcthi 

^^^i woii ifi my life; for I. love to dr«f5^ plain^ 


'dtogo a wooing. toJberm. a finer Xuit.of clgthes 
"''J^/^We to a matt ©f my rank. < However, I.gaineijr 


Kffke^ ^ '^' tipon Ahe weddinrday I put.myfcif, 
^fcor^f .to cuftom, in another. &ik ft re -new, with 
^x€t iwttoas to it. lam fo lOut of cojunten^ice a- 
0tonz,vxj aeighteurs'upon being (b 6ne, tliat | hearci- 
fg wifli my clothes well worn put. I fancy every bo- 
"^^obfepfesme as^tw^lk thcftreet/, and long to be^in 
mj oW plain geer^ again. Bcfi«les, forfooth, they have 
fDtme. m a. (ilk nigli^gown, ai^d a gaudy fool's cap, 
s^dmaloe'^aienow afid.then {t?nd in tKe window with 
it/ I aip^aOiamed to be dsindlect ihus,4nid capnot look 
j0 tlkgbfii without bluihiagtot fee myfelf ctorned^ into 
jbcka. pretty Kttle mailer. They tell me I muft ap« 
year ini my wedding fuit for the Hrft month at leaft ; 
after which I am refolved to.come again to tpy everj 
"Aty clothes/ for at pre£&nt every day is Sunday with me- 
Mow in i^y mind/ Mr^ h^ifidty ih\% i« this wronged 
way of proceeding, in die world. When a mauls per- 
son is neyr and unacctiilomed to a young body, he does 
sot want aay ^thiiig elfe to fet him off. The novelty 
#{ the lofor has more charms than a wedding fuit. I 
ihould diiai:,therefore,that amanihouldkeep his finery 
for the latter feafons of marri'age, and not begin to 
drefs till th0 boney<*-roG€>n is over. I have obfcrvcd at. 
% lord Mayof's feaft,. that the fweet-meats do not 
jnake their ^appearance tilt people ate cloyed with beef 
and mutton; and begin to' lofe their ilomachs. But, 
inftead of this,' we ferve up deKcacied to oiir guefts 
when their appetites'are keen, and coarfe diet when 
their bellics'aire full* As bad as I hate my (ilver-b\%> 
toned coat aiid filk night-gowrn^ I am afraid ^ leaving 
them ofF| not kndwhig whether my wife would not re- 
pent of her raarriajje whea ftc fees what a 'plain man 
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&c has to her huftand. Pr^, Mr. J^r^njSde^ write 
fometliing to prepare her for it, and Jc^ me know 
whether you think flic can ever love me in a hak tut- 

Pi S. << I forgot to tdl yoa of mj wbitc glovei* 
which, they fay too, I mtift wear ollsttie £rft mootb^ 

.My correfpofident's obfervalions ave very juft^ and 
n^ay be afefiil in low life $ b«t to turn them totfaejd* 
Tsmage of people in higher ftatioiifi, I fliall jraitb jtihe 
moral, and ohierve fomething parattel . to the wooing 
and the wedding-fatt, in the Inhaviowrof peifi^ns m 
figure. After long .experience ia tke 'Weiia>asm os* 
f!e£tions upon mazMiina, I find one paoticuUir occafion 
of unhappy marriages, i^hieh, thcwgh vsry ^eommoo^ 
i&not very much attendedto. *- W£t I meaii i& thii : 
Every man, in the time of conrtfhip, and in the firft 
entrance of marriaeei puts on a behaviour like my 
correfpondeht's hoRday fult» which is to laft nolbnger 
than till he is fettled ui -the pofieffion of his miftrefs. 
He refigns his incltnations and underftanding to hfpr 
humour and, opinion. He^ neiduer lowes* nor h^te^, iij9>r 
talks, nor tbtniLS in contradi£li6n (oJier. - He ii^ c^Or 
trolled by a no^ mortified by a frown, and 6raiifpQa?|f» 
ed by a mi>ie. The poor young ladvfaBs &i loire.wii^ 
this fupple creature, and expeS^ of nim the £une h^ 
.haviour fOr life. - in a little tieoe^&e&ids/dtat iiejhlll 
JSL willof his own, that he pietendft ^to difiBse iirfBailiflie 
approve^ and that,^]nftea(l of treating hct Kke a |^q&. 
^eis, he ufes her like a woman. Whatftill^QMees th^ 
mtsfortime worfe^ we find ther^moft 4i|Uei^ -fiattet eiiB 
d^nerate into the grSateft tyrants. Tbis /naturafiy 
fi]& the fpoufe with fulletmefs and diCsonlrnt, i^leea 
and vapour, which, with a Utde difcreetmasiagemeiaLl^ 
}Rake<avery conofortable m^i^rria^e. I ^ery nMieh ap« 
pipve of my friend TcmTruiUvt m dUisipaitiadair. 9m 
made ioVie to« woman of loife^aHd^alwii^tseated her 
as fud!) during'the v^k tinteof eouiti2i^^ liis ns^ 
tursl temper md good breeding hindered him homjiti 
ing^y thing difagreeable, as his fincerity and frr 
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ncfs of bchtyiouT made him convetfe with her, before 
marriagei in the' fame manner he intended to continue 
^o do afterwards. ?*«*« would often tell her, madam, 
*you fee what fort of a man I am. If you will tate 
imt with all mjf'&ultss^out me, i promife- to mend 
ralher than gtow URorfe. . I remjember^ Tom. was once 
hinting his diflike of fome little trifle his miftrefs had 
frid or done. Upon which (he aiked him, how he 
would talk tQ her after marriage, if he talked at this 
fate before ? No, madam^ fays 7^m, I ^mention this now 
;J^csmfe you are at your own difpofal'; were you at 
^sniiie,il mould be too generous to do it. In fbort Tcm 
fiici^eeded, aild has. ever. fince been better than his 
^vord. ITic lady has been difappointed on the right 
ftdei and la^ foi^nd nothing more difagreeable in tht 
Jutlband^ tbaii fhe difcovered in the lover» 

.- GyA?BimAN> Vok IL No* irj.. 
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NQUIRIES after happinefs, and rules for'attai»- 
«ng itj are npt fo naceffary and ufef ui to mankind as the 
>wt8 of confolatioii,»and fupporting one!s felf under afc- 
!fti6^ion. The utmoft we can hope for in this world, 
is contentment v if we aim at any thing higher, we 
4l)all meet with nothing but. grief and difappointment. 
g^ maxiChtMilddired: alLhis uudies and endeavdors at 
inaking iimfelf eafy no.w» and happy hereafter. 
* Thd truth cf it is, if. all the happinefs ihat is difpcr- 
dfed through the whole race of mankind ia.tfaz8 world 
were drawn together, and put* into the poffcffion of 
any fingie jnan« xt would iiot make a very hap^y being?: 
though on the contrary, if the miferies ot tne whme 
fgecies were fixed in a Gngleperfon^ they would^make 
a very mifcrable one, ; ; .- . . 

I am engaged in' this fubje^ by the following letter* 
'whichi though fubfjccibed bjr a fiifiitiotts same^ I have 
ytaibn to belft&re is not imaginary^ ' ^ 
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' * Aff^ * SPECTATOUy 

•^JL AM one of yotiT-dtfciples*, and endeavour to life 
up to your rulesi which 1. hope will: incline you to pity 
my condition t I fliall open it to you in a very feir 
words. About three years fince, a gentleman, whom, 
i am fure, you yourfelf would have approved, made 
his addreflcs to me. He had every thing to recom* 
. mend hiih but an eftate v fo that my friends, who all 
of them applauded his perfon, woula not fop the fake 
of both of us favour his paflion. For my own part,* I 
rcligfted nvyfelf up entirely to the direction of thofe 
who knew the world much better thanniyfclf, but ftill - 
lived in hojiesthat ibme jundure or other would make 
me happy in the man whom, in my heart, I preferred 
to all the world ; being determined, if I could not 
have him, to have nobody elfe. About three months 
ago I received a letter from him, acquainting me, that 
by the death of an uncle he had a confiderable eilate 
left him, which he faid was welcome to him upon no 
other account^ but as he 'hoped it would remove ail 
difBcultles tb>t lay in the way to«ur mutual happi- 
nefs. You may well- fuppofc with how. much joy I 
received this iettcr, whicn was foilowed by fevcral 
others fiUed with thof& exprefliops of love and joy, 
which I verily believe nobody felt more (incerely, nor 
knew better now todefcribe, than-the gentleman I am 
peaking of. But Sir, how ihall I be able to tell it you ? 
by the laft week's poll I received a letter from an iur 
timate friend of this unhappy gentleman, acgu^nting 
me that as he had jufl fettled his afFairs,and was prepar- 
ing for his journey, he fell fick, and died. It is impof- 
fibie to exprefs to you die diftrcfs I am in upon this oc-. 
eafion. 1 can only have recourfe to my devotions, 
and to the reading of good books for my confofetion ; 
and as I akvays take a particular delight in thofe fre^ 
quent aiivices* and aclmonitions which you give the 
publici, it would be a very great piece of charity in you 
t» lend me your affiftance m this cosjunAure. It af- 
ter the reading of this letter yon find yourfelf in a4iu- 
mour rather to rally and ridicule, than to comfort nm, 
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IjdeGrc jovL would throw it iilto the fire, and think ko 
more of it %-bot if you are touched with my^ misfor- 
tune, which is greater than i know how to l>ear, your 
counfels may very much fupport^ ..and will infinitely 
oblige the ^iaed L£ONORA> 

A di&ppointment inlove is more hard to get over 
dian any other ; the paffion itfelf fo foftens and fub^^ 


dues the heart, tba| it difables it-^ from ftf uggling or 
bearing up againft- the woes and diftrefies which befall 
it. Toe inind meets with other misfortunes in her 


whole (Irength ; (he ftands colleded within herfelf, 
bud fiiftains the (hoek with all the force Mrbrcli is natu- 
ral toiler ; bu^a heart in love has its foundation fa^ 
ped, and immediately (inks •under .the weight of accx- 
dents that aie difagreeable to its favorite paflfen* 

In aiHifiions men generally draw their confolation$ < 
out of books of morality, which indeed are of great ' 
life to fortify and ftrengthen the mind againft the im- 
•prefllons of forrow. M-onfieurSt. E^remant^ who does 
not approve of this method, recommends authors who 
^reapt to ftir up mirth in the mind of the readers, and 
fancies Dm .i^/jrd//f can give more relief to an heavy ;- 
heart than Piuiarth or Sentca \ as it is much eafier to 
divert grief than to conquer it. This doubtlefs may 
Have its effe^s on fome tempers; I (houldvtather have * 
fecourfe to authors of a quite contrary kind, that give 
us inftances of calamities and misfortunes, and .ibew 
human nature in it^greateft diftreifes. . 
• If the afflictions we groan junder be vefy heavy, we 
fhaU find Tome confolation in the focietyv of as great ' 
fuiferers as our£elves«^efpeciaUy when we find our 
€omp;^nii>ns men of virtues and^ merit. If our affic«^ 
ttoQS are fight, w& fiiall be comforted by the conc^ii- - 
Ida w«<0iawe between ourfelves and our fellow fiuFer- 
jers. A.lofs at fea, a fit of ficknefs, or the death of a, . 
firknd>areYuch trifles when we confider' whole kiog- 
domS'laid iiaafhes, famHies<put to the fword, wretcfaes 
*&ut.up in dungeons, ^nd the . Hke ealamities - i>f maa- 
^Bd^, ti]||^iveareottt .ct^ coumessmce for iwiur owu 
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weakpfifs, ifvwe.fink under fuch little ftrok^s .of for- 
tune. ... . t » . 

JLet the diiconfolate Leonora confidcrj.tbat at-th^i yerv 
timq in whicli (be ianguiflieai for tlje lofs of her decent-* 
ed loypr, there are feveral parts of tlie world juft per- 
ifhing ma.fiipwreck \ others crying out for meVpy. m 
the terrors of a death -bed repentance ; others lying Mni 
der the tortures of an infamous execution, or the like 
dreadfu-l calamities ; and flie will find her ibriows 
Vranifli atthe appearance jof ihofe which are fo nauch 
^r^a^er^nd mo^e aftopifhing* , • , 

y IJwc|uid farther prop ofe to t&e confider^tion of my 
afiji^cd difciple, that poflibly what flie now looks .up- 
on astue greateft misfortune, is not^really fuch in it- 
felf. . l''ci oiy own part, I quciVionjiot but our "foulu 
in a f;fp::vatc ilate .will. look brxk on their lives in quite 
r ahothei: vie>y, than what they had of them in^he body ; 
and that what they npwconfider as jnisfortunes and 
difappojjjtmentis, will vjery often appear tp have been 
cfcapeg and Weflings, . 

The mind that hath any caft towards devotion, na- 
turally flies to it in its affli<aions. ;' , : 

Spectator, Vol* II. No. 163. 

I was once engaged in difcourfe. with a Roficrufian a- 
hout the great fecret. As this kind^of intn (I mean 
thofe of them who are nQt profeflcd pheats) are overruij 
with cnthufiafm and philofophy,. it w^s very amufing 
to hear this religious arfept defcanting on his pretended 
difcovery. He talked of the fecret as of a fpirit, which 
lived within an emerald, and converted every thing thqt 
was near it to the higheft perfedlion,? it is capable of. 
It gives a luftre, fays he, to the .fun) and water to the 
diamond : It irradiates every metal, and enrich.es lead 
with all the properties of gold : It. heigbj^ns.fmokc 
into flame, flame into light, and. light iiito glory.. * He, 
farther added, that a fingle ray of it diflipates pain, anxj 
care, and melancholy, from the . perfpn , on .whom it 
falls. In fhort, fays he, its pre fence naturally changes 
every place into a kind of Heaven. After he had gfine 
onfor fome time in.this unintdHgiWe cant,. I found 


■in^J 


a T« ADDISONIAN MISCELLAKT. 

tliat he jumbtcH natural and moral Idcfts together 
the fame difcotiifc, and ihat his great fccret wsi noih' 
ine rife but canitM. 

This virtue dots indeed produce, in fome mcaln 
all thofc cflccTs which tlic Alchymift iffunllr afcT* 
towhnt he calls the philofophcr'stlone j and if it) 
not bring riches, it docs the fame thing, by batitl 
thcdcfirc of ihem. If it cannot remove th« difiji 
tudcs arifiiig out of a man's mind, body, or form 
it makes him eafy under them. It has indeed i. krud- 
ly influence on the foul of man, in refpe£t of eiery be- 
ing to whom he Aands related. It eitinguifhes ull 
njurmur, repinin?, and ingratitude towards that Being 
who has allrrted mm his pare to aft in this world. It 
dcllroys all inordinate amoition, and every tendency 
(o corruption, with regard to the community whcrriu 
heisphced. It gives fweetnefs tn his eonveffiticn, 
and a perpetual fcreiiity to all his thought*. 

Among the many methods whith mielit be nude 
ufcof forthc acquiring of this viriuc^ (Iiall nnly 
mention the two follownig. Tirft of ail, s man Du-iOil 
alw.iys confider how niu;h he has nore than he wantsi- 
and fecondly, Kow much more unhappy he n ' " 
tiian he rcaUy \i. 

Full of all, a man fhould always confider ht 
he has more than he wants. I anr wonderful^ p 
ed with ihe reply which Atippfiis made to o"" " 
condoled him upon the lofa o£ a fsi-m r f^fy, 
I hmii tbret farms J!\lly and ytiihax't lai am i/'fhffj' 
raiitr le hi aMiSld ftr fjen^ thiui yeaftr mt. "^ 

ttary, f-joli 111 mcn,are more apt to con" 
have loft ihsiii.what thtypofTcfsi and 
upon thofc whcr^arc richer than thci 
th.m on thofc- who are under greater li 
the real pleafures and convcrioncics of life DeTt 
row eompaf'i ; but Li is the humour of miudJnd a 
«iway» looking f-jiward, ?"d Kr'iining differ ozx \ 
hfl^got the It-irt of them in wolth am' hoitogr. 
this re3foii,as there arc none cm be prupctif c 
ri^. who have not more than they w4Ut; rflcte 
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idle middle fort of people, who keep their wifties with- 
in their fortuneSj and have more wealth than thej 
knp w how to enjof. Perfons. of a higher rank live ia 

-a kind of fplendid povtrty, and are perpetually want- 
ing, became, inftead of ^icquiefcing in the folid pfeaf* 
iiTe«. of life, they endeavoarto outvie one another in 
ihadows and appearances* Men of fcnfe have at all 
times bsheld with a great deal of mirth this filly game 
who 18 playing. over their heads« and, by contraaing 
thw defires^ enjoy all that {ecret fatisfa£iion which 

. others aie adways m queft of. The truth is, this ridic* 
ulcus ch^ce after imaginary pleafures cannot be fuffi- 
ciently expofed, as it is the great fonrce of thofe evils 
which generally undo a nation. Let a man's eflate 
be what it will, he is a poor man if he does not live 
within it, and naturally fets himfelf to fale to any one 

V who can «ive him his price. When Pittacus^ after the 

< death of his broliier, who had left him a good eftate, 
W»S' oiFered a great fum of money by the king cf lydiA^ 
he thanked him for his kindnefs, but told him Ivs had 
already more by half than he knew what to do with. 

. In ihort^ coiitent is equivalent to wealthy and luxttry 
to poverty \ 01^ to give the thought a more agreeable 
turn, tpntent u nuturd wadth^ fays Secretin ; to which I 
fhiH zdd, Iwcuty is aritficuii fov^rtj. 1 (hall therefore 
seoommend to the confideration of thofe who are al« 
ways aiming after fuperfiuous and imaginary enjoy* 
ments, and will not be at the trouble of contrading 
their defires, an excellent faying of JBi^i the philofo* 

• pher,.namdly, TAat aa mam hasfi.jmubxaTe^ mt he mh #«*> 

. In the fecond place, every one ought to reflet how 
much more unhappy he might be than he really it. 
The former, conGderation took in all thofe who are 

y fuffieiently provided with the m^ans to make them^ 
ftlv^seafy; thiarejgards fuch as aftually lie under 

rfoHie preflure or misfortune. Thefe may receive great 
alleviation from fuqh a comparilbn as the unhappy per* 
fon may^make'between himfelf and others, or between 
the mimrtuae which he fuffers, and greater misfor- 
ttnoi which mif^bt have, befallen him. 
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I like the Hory of the honcft Dtacbmait^ vrho^ ^pBtt 
breaking his /rf by a fall from the maii^-maft,' told the 
danders by, it was a great mercy that it was not hk 
mcL To which, fmce 1 have got into quotations, give 
mc leave to add the faying of an old ^hilofopher, v -ho 
after having invited fome of his friends to dine with 
him, was ruffled by his wife whio catne into the room 
in a paflion; and threw do^^n the table that ftood before 
them, Every one, fays he, has Bit calamity ^ and he is a hap^ 
fy man tvho has no greater tJum ttris. We find aft inftance 
to the faftie purpofe in the life of DoSor -HammoMdy 
Written by Bifhop TdL As this good 'man wa$ trou« 
bled with a complication of diftempeWj whfen he had 
the gout upon him, he ufed to thank God that it was 
not 3is ftone ; and when he had the ftoiie, that hfe'had 
not both thefe diflempcrs in him at the fame timg. 
' I cannot concJude this eifxy without 6bfei*vii>g that 
there was never any fyftem befideS that of ohtiftiaai- 

2,, which could efFetlunlly produce in the' mind of iHaii 
e virtue I have been hitherto fpeaking oiF. In order 
to make us content with our prefent condition, many 
of the prefent philbfophers tell-us, that our difcontent 
only, hurts ourfelves, without being aWe to jnake Siny 
alteration in our circutnftaneefe ; others, thit* whatever 
^Vil befalls us, is detived to usbv afatal neceflity, to 
whifch the gods themfelves are fubjefib ; while otfaem 
very gravely- teU the ^an who'isimiferable, that it is 
fiectj&ry he fliould be (b, to keep up tfae 'hi»1>nony of 
theuniverfc, qnd that x^'^fche^e of Providence would 
be troiibled and perverted were he otherwife- Thefe, 
and the Jike confiderations, rather filence'than fatjsfy 
im^n. ' They may (how him that his difconti^nt is 
» unreafonabld, but are by no 'means fufflcient to relieve 
it: They rather give dfefpair than conft)latit«* In a 
\S^ord, anian mignt reply to one of thefe cbiriforters, 
ai Aitguftus did to his friend who adviied Wm not to 
grieve for the death of a peffon whom ht loved, bc- 
icauTe his grief c6uld hdt fetch him again : // iV/W- ik^ 
n^ tea/on^ faid t hjp Emperor, thai I grieve. 

On the contrary, religion beats a more tender regard 
to kuman nature. ^ It 'pref(^fibc9 to k very miimblr 
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-man the means of .bettering hU condition ^ nay, it- 
fbows faim^ that the bearing of his afflidions as he 
ought to do, will naturally end in the removal of- 
them ; it makes him eafy here/lseyaufe it can make 
him happy hereafter. 

Upon tne whole, a contented mind is the gteatcft. 
bieffing a mati can enjoy in this world ; and if in the 
prefent -life his happinefs arifes from the fubduing of 
nis defires, it will arifeinthe next from-l^e gratihca* 
.tion of them« 

Spectator, Vol. VIII. No. $ 74. 
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Y friend the Divine having \yctn u(ed witk 
woii<S'ofcomplaifanc€ (which he thinks could be pro- 
perly applied to no one living, and I think could be 
only fpoken of him, and that in his abfcfice) was fo ex- 
tremely offended with the excaffive way of fpeakinr 
civilities among us, that he made a difcourfe againil it 
^ the club ; which he concluded with this remark^ 
tliat he had not heard one compliment made in our 
fociety fince -hs ^ommeflcemcrt. Every one was 
pleafed with this contlufion-; and as-eacn knew'hia 
good-will to the reft, he was convinced that the .many ^ 
profeffions of kindnefs and fervice which we ordinari- 
ly meet with, arc not natural where the hcait is well - 
inclined ; but are a proftitution of fpeech, feldom in- 
tended to mean any part of what they cxprefs, pever to 
mean all they exprefs. Our reverend friend, upon 
this tonic, pointed to us two orHhree paragraphs on '. 
this fuDjeft in the firft fcrmon of the nrft volume o£ ' 
the late iirrchbifliop's poflhumous works. I do not 
know th^t I ever read any thing that plcafcd me more > 
and as it is the praife of L^nginus, that he fpeaks of 
the fublime in a ftile fuitable to it, fo one may fay o£ 
tkis author upon fmcerity, that he abhors any pomp 
of rhetoric on this occaiion, a^i^d treats it with a more 
ihasr ordinary fimplicky, at once to ht^^ nrcach-'r and 
anexam^e. W;;itl| wnat command of Kixnfetf does 
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he lay before us» in the lanj^u^e and temper of hli 
ptofefFion^ a faulty which by the leaft liberty anil 
Warmth of expreffion, would be the moft lively wit 
and fatire ? But his heart was better difpofed ; and 
the good man chaftifed the great wit in fuch a man- 
ner) that he was able to fpeak as follows : 

* * Among too many other inftances of the 

gteat corruption and degeneracy of the age wherein 
we live, the great and general want of Gncerity in 
converfation is none of the leaft. The world has 
grown fo full of diilimulation and compliment, that 
jnen's words are hardly any fignification of their 
thoughts I and If any man meafure his words by his 
heart, and fpeak as he thinksj and do not exprefs 
jnorekindnels'to every man, than men ufually have 
ibt any man^ he can hardly efcape the cenfure of want 
of breeding. The old EngUJh plailmefs and iincesity, 
«that generous integrity of nature, and honcfty of dif- 
pofition, which always argues true greatnefs of mind, 
jand is ufually accompanied with Undaunted courage 
and refolution^ i^'in a great meafure loft among us ; 
there hath been a long endeavour to transform us into 
ibreign manners and fafhions, and to bring us to a 
fcrvile imitation of none of-the beft of our neighbours 
in fome of the worft of their qualities* The dialed 
.of converfation is now*>a-days fo fwelled with vanify 
and compliment, and fo furieited (asl may fay) witn 
etprdEons of kindnefs and refpe£i, that it a man who 
^ved an age or two ago (bould return into the world 
again, he would really want adi£iionary lo help^ him 
to underftand his own language, and to know tne trae 
intrinfic value of the phrafe in falhion, and would 
hardly at iirft believe at what a Jow rate the ivigheft 
Ibrains and expreffions of kindnefs imaginable do oom* 
monly pafs in current payment ; and «^hen he (faottid 
come to^underftand it, k would be a great while be- 
fore he could brin^ hinvTelf with a good countenance 
and a good confcience to converfe with men upoii 
equalterms, and in their own way. 

And in truth it is hard to fay, wheth^ it' flko«ld 
more provoke our contempt x>it oto pkW« to 'JbH^ wfcy . 
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Memn expreffidns of refpeft aiid kindnefs will pai# 
b€tween men, almoft upon no occaiion ; how greaf 
hofioiir and efteem they ^ill declare for one voiom 
perhaps they never faw before, and how entirely they 
are all on the fudden devoted to his ftrvice and inter- 
cft, for no reafon » how infinitely and eternally ob* 
Hged <o him, for no benefit ; and now extremely they 
will be concerned for him, yea, and aflBifted too, fot 
no caafe. I know it i$ faid, in juilification mi this hol-r 
low kind of converfation,^bat there is no harm, no 
real deceit in compliment, bu4 the matter is well 
enough fo long as we underlland one another ; ei ^f/y 
iat valefH yi numni \ nxmr^^ ari like money : and whei| 
the current value of them isgenerally underftood, no 
map is cheated by 'them. Tnis is fomething, if fuch 
words were any tning 5 but being brought into the 
9acompt> they are mere cyphers. However, it is ftill 
9 juft matter of complaint, that fincerity and plainnefs 
are out of faihion, and that our language is r^inning 
ioto alye ; that men have almoft quite perverte4 thp 
ufe of fpeech^ and . made word$ to fignify not;hing| 
that the greateft part of the converfation of mankind 
is little elfe but driving a trade of diilimulation -, in- 
fomuch that it would make a man heartily Qck and 
weary of the world, tb fee the little fittcerity that is in 
ufe and praAice among men." 

Wlien the vice is placed in this contemptible lights he 
argues uuanfwerabiy againft It, in words apd thoughtflh 
fo natural, that any man who reads them, would 
imagine he himfelf could have been the author of^them. 

" If the fliow of any thing be good for any thing, I 
arafure finccrity isbeKer. For why does any mai>. 
diffemble, or feem to be that which he is not, but be- 
caufe he thinks it good to have fui:h a quality a$ he 
pretends iCr ? For to counterfeit and diuembl^, is tp. 
put on the appearance of fome real excellency*: Nqw? 
the beft way in the world to feem to be any thing, vi 
really. to be what he would feem to be. Befides, that it / 
is many times as troublefome to make good the pre- 
tence 6f a good, quality, as to have it ; and if a m^n- 
base it not,^ it is ten taone but heis difcovere4t0 
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he could fpcak .well, will often be thought no lefo 
knowing in other matters^ where perhaps he is wholly- 
ignorant. 

Women are frightened at die name of argument, 
Mid are fooner conrinced by an happy turn, or witty 
expreffion than by demonftration. 

Whenever you coBimend, add your reafons for do- 
ing fo ; it 18 mis which diftingutihes the approbation- 
Ota man of fenfe horn the flattery of fycophants, and 
admiration of fools. 

Raillery is no longer amreeabk than while the whole- 
company is pleafed with it. I would leaft of all be 
Onderftood to except the perfon rallied* 

Though good humour, fenfe and difcretton can fel- 
4om fail to make a man agreeable, it may be no iM pol- 
icy fome^es to prepare yourfelf in a particular man- 
lier for converfation, by looking ft- little farther thait 
^ur neighbours into whatever is become a rcigmng- 
lubje£t : If our armies are befieging a place of im- 
portance abroad, or our Houfe of Commons debating a: 
mU of confequence at home, you can hardly fail of be- 
ing heard widi pleafure, if you have nicely informed 
yourfelf of the urencth, fituation, an4 hiftory of the- 
firft, or of reafons tor and againft the latter. It wiH 
have the fame efFe£^, if when any fingle perfon begins 
to make a noife in the world, you can learn fome of 
t)ie fmalleft accidents in his life or conv^rfation, which 
though they are too fine for the obfervation of the 
rulgar, give more fatisfa£kion to men of fenfe, (as^ 
they are the heft openings of a real charafier) than 
the recital of his moil RlaTing anions. I know but 
one ill confequence to oe feared from this method^ 
namely,, that coming full charged into company, you- 
(bould refolve to unload, whctaer an handfonxe oppq^- 
tttnity offers itfelf or not. 

~^~Thou^ the aflring of queftion^may plead for itfeU^ 
the {jj^ecious names of mode(ly> and a defire o£ infoi^ 
mation, it affords little pleafure to the reft of the coiii-> 
cany who are not troubled with the fame doubts ; fae^ 
Qdta whigb^he wboafks ^ ^ui^ftiw wQuld ^o well l» 
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confider that he lies wholly at the mercy of another 
beforer he receives an aiifwcrl 

Nothing is more filly than the pleafures fome people 
tajce in what they call Jpeaking their mindx, A man of 
this make will fay a rude thing for the mere plcafure 
of faying it, when an oppofnte behaviour, full as in- 
nocentj might have preferved hid friend, or nn«de his- 
fortune. 

It is not impoIRblc for a man to foa'm to himfelf as 
exGuifite a plcafure in complying with the humour 
and fcntimenta of others, as of bringing othets over 
to his own ; fince 'tis the certain ftgn of a fuperior 
geniusy that can take and become whatever drefs ifr 
pleafes. 

I ilialJ only add, that befidcs what I have here faidy 
there; isfomething which can never be lear^it but' in 
the company of the polite. The virtues of men arc 
catching as well^s their vices, and your own obfcrva-f 
tions added to thefe, will foon difcov: r what it is that 
commands attention in one man, and makes you tired 
and difpleafed with the difcourfe o'f another. 

Guardian, Vol. L No. 25. 


T. 


COUN^rRY GENTLEMAN. 


HERE is no charafter more defervedly efteem- 
cd than tliRt of a Country Gentleman, who undeift^nds 
the fituatian in which Heavert and nature have plac- 
ed him. He is father to his tenants, and patron tohis^ 
neighbours, and is more fuperior to thofe of lower for- 
tune, by his benevolence than his poiTefilons. He 
jaftlydivideB his time between folitude amd company, 
To as to ufe the one - for th© other. His life is fpcnt m 
the good offices of an advocate, a referee, a compan« 
k>n> a mediator, and a friend. His counfel and knowl- 
edge are a guard to *the (implicity and innocence of 
thofe of lower talents, arid the entertainment and hap- 
pinefd of thofe of equah When a man in a country 
life has this tum^ as it is hoped thoufands have, hf 
Kves in tt more hapfiy ci^ldition than ao; that is defcn* 
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bed in the paftoral defcripdoDs of poets, or the Yain 
glorious folitudes recorded by philofophers. 

To a thinking man it would feem prodigiousi that 
the very fituation of a country liSe, does not incline 
men to a fcom of the mean gratifications fome take in 
it. To (land by a ftreaiii^ naturally lulls the mind in* 
to compofure and reterence ; to walk in fhades> diver- 
fi ties that pleafure ; and a bright funihine makes a 
man c07;Gdcr all nature in gladnef$, and himfelf the 
happicd being in it, as he i^ the moft confcious of her 
gifts and enjoyments. It would be the moft imperti- 
nent piece of pedantry imaginable, to form our plea- 
fures by imitation of others. I will not therefore 
mention Sciph and Lariiusy who are generally produced 
on this fubjecl as authorities for the charms of a ru- 
ral lite. , He who does not feci '. the forte of agreeable^ 
views and (ituationsin his own mind, will hardly ar- 
rive at the fatisfaAion they bring from the reSe Aicois 
of others. However, they who have a fafte that way, 
are more particularly inflamed with defire whoi they 
fee others in the enjoyment of it, efpecially when men 
carry into the country a knowledge of the world as 
well as of nature. The leifure of fuch perfons is en- 
deared and refined by reflediions upon cares and in- 
quietudes. .The abferice of paft labours doubles prc- 
fent pleafures, which is ftill augmented, if the perfom- 
in foliiude has' the happincfs of' being addi^ed to 
letters. My coufiUy F.raftkBifkerfiafy gives mt a very 
good notion of this ibrt of felicity in the following 
letter : * 

•: Sir, . 

«' I WRITE tlyis to communicate to you th« happ»- 
nefs I have jn the neighbourhood and converfation of 
the noble Lord, whole healtn you inquired after in 
your lail. I have bought thathtlle hoTel which bar* 
ders upon his royalty ; but )am fo far from being op* 
prefled by his greatnefs, that I, who know no envy«^ 
and he, who is above pride, mutually iscomniended 
ourfelves to each othier by- the difierence of oiis for* 
(unes. He cfteem& mo for bosng So will fk»kA widk 
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a Httk) and I.^dmire him for enjoying fo haodfomcly 
1 great deal. He has not the httle taftc of obfctvirTg 
the colour o£a tulip, or the edging of a leaf of box, 
but rejoices in jopen views, the regularity of this plan- 
tation, and the wildncfs of anothei, as well as the fall 
©fa river, the rifingof a promontory, and all other 
objcfts fit to entertain a mind like his, that has been 
long verfed in great and public amufements. The 
mind, of the foul is as much fecn In leifure as in bufi* 
nefs. He has long lived in courts, and been admired 
m aflcmblies, fo that he has added to experience a 
moBL charming eloquence, by whidi he communicates 
to me the ideas of my own mind um>n the obje£ls we 
meet with fo agreeably, that with his company in the 
field, I at QHce enjoy the country and a laodfcape of it. 
He i& now altering the courfe of canals and rivulets, 
in which he has an eye to his neighbour's fatisfaAion 
as wdl as his own. - He often makes me prefents bv 
turning the water into nay grounds, and fends me fim 
by their own ftrcams. To .avoid my thanks, he makies 
nature the inilrument of hi» bounty, and does all good 
offices fa much with the air pf a companion, that hid 
fraiiknefs hides lus own condefceniion as well as my 
gratitude. Leave the world .to itfelf and come 
fee us. 

Your aflfe£tionate Coufin,** Sec. 
Tatler, Vol. in. No. 169*^ 


CREATION. 

** jL he §pring with you has alreadv taken poflef* 
fioil of the fields and woods : No^v is the feafon of 
folitude, and of moving complaints upon trivial fuffer- 
ings : Now the griefs of lovers begin to flow, and 
their wounds to bleed afrefli- I too-, at this diftance 
from the fofter climates, am not without my difcon-j 
ient9 at prefent. : You perhaps may laugh at me for a 
moil: romantic wretch, when I have difclofed to you 
the occafion of my uneafin^fs ; and yet I c in not help 
thinking my unhappinefs real, in being confined to a 
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region which is the very reverfc xAPawdife.^ 13ieffhi«^ 
fons here are all of them unplcafant, aiid the country: 
quite deftitiitc of rural ch^tm«* 'I have not heard ^ 
bird fing, nor a brook hiurmor, nor a breeze whifpcr, 
' neither have I been tie it with- the fight of a flower^ 
meadow thefe two years* Every wind here - is a tem- 
ped^ and every water a turbolent ocean, ihope, 
when you reflect a little,you will not thinkthe grounds 
of my complaint in the leaft frivolous and unbecona-- 
ing a man of ferious thought \ fince the love of woods^i. 
of fields and flowersy ox rivers and fountains!, fisems 
to' be a paffion iilnpiimted in our nature theixkift ^rly 
of any, even before the f«ir fex had a being.^ 
' Couli I tranfport myfelf with a wifh fromonet:0ii»» 
try to another, 1 ihould choofe to- pafs my winter in 
5j»i2/ff, my fpringin//^!^) myfummerin Ev^andy and 
thy autumn in Fmme. Of all thefe feafons there is* 
none that can vie with the fpring for beauty and de* 
iightfulnefs. Jt b^irs the: fame figure among dieiea* 
fons of the year that theimorning does, among the di« 
vifionsof the day, or youith -among; the flages of life* 
The EngUJk famfiier is pieafatiter man that of any oth*. 
er country*' in Europe ^ ori no other account but becaufe 
It has a greater mixture of fpring in it. The mildnefii 
of'our climate, with thofe frequent refreihments of 
dews and r^s that f^U among us, keep up a perpetu* 
al chearfuln^fs in our -fields, and fill the hottefl months 
of the year with, a lively verdure. 

In the opening of the fpring, when all nature begins 
to recover herfelf, the fame animal pkafure which 
makes the birds fing, and the whole brute creation tc- 
jbice, rifes very fenfibly in the heart of man, I know 
none of the poets who have obfervcd fo well as Milnm 
thofe fecret overflowings of gladnefs which difiufe 
themfelves through the mind of the beholder, upon 
fuTveying tli« gay fceries of nature : He has< touched 
upon it twice or thrice in his Paradi/e^ Ltfi^ and dc- 
fcribes it vei*y beaut*ifully under the name of vc^roal 
delight, in that paffage where he reprefents the devil 
himleifas alaioft feofi'ole of it. 
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. IBloffom a^frutff iu 0nc€ ofgoUn Imi 
appear* dtWth gay inamelrd'c^Uurs mtxt 'y 
Qn ttvhicA the fun f»9re gltui imprtfi'd -kis beams , 

^han in fair evening cloud , or humid ho^n 
H hep God liath fhonuei d the earth ; fo lovely feen^d 
^hat landfkip : And of pure^ now purer air 
r -Meets las approach y and to the heart infpives 
Vernal delighy and joy ahl: to dri've 
Allfadftefs btU defpair^ l^c. 

Many authors have written on the vanity of the 
«zreature^ and xeprefented the barrcnncfs of every thing 
in this world, and its incapacity of producing any 
Iblid or fubitantial happinefs. As dikrourfes of this 
tiature are very^ufeful to the fenfual and voluptuous, 
^crfb fpeculations which fhew the bright Tide of things, 
and lay forth thofe innocent entertainments wliich arc 
to be met with among the fcveral objedis that encom- 
pafs us, are no lefs beneficial to men of dark and mel- 
ancholy tempers. 1« was for this reafon that I en* 
^deavoured to recommend a cheerfulnefs of mind in my 
Jlwo laft^^tfTi/itt^ paper?, and which I would ft ill in- 
culcate, not only from the con fi deration of ourfclves, 
and of that Being on whom we depend,* nor from the 
general £i:^rvey 'ott^t nnivcrfe in which we are placed 
:at prefest, but from reflcftions on the particular fea- 
&n in which this paper is written. The creation is a 
^rpetuai feaft to the mind of a good man,, every 
raing he fees cheers and delights nim : Providence 
lias imprinted fo many fmiles on mature, that it is im- 
poflible for a mind which is not funk in more grof? 
and'fenfual delights, to^take a furs?ey of them'wiuiQUt 
fevcrsd iccret fen&tiorts of pleafure. The PfalmiftJwi 
in feveral o(his diviiae^oems celebrated thofe heauti- 
ful-and agreeable icene^ which ma1ce the heart glad# 
"and produce it^ it that vernal delight whirfi I have.be* 
&>rc taken notice of. . 

Natural philofophy quickens this tafte. of tlic crca- 
^on, and tenders 1% not only pleafing to the imagina- 
vtion, but to the underftanding. , It does not reft in th9fc 
iip«urmuf^ofl3fro.6k^apd;tJie melody of birds, in the fha Je 
4xf groves and woods, or in the embroidery of fields 
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and meadows, but confiders the feveral ends of PAfi- 
dence which arc fer^ed by them, and the wondexs of 
divine wifdom \chich appear in them. It heightens . 
the pleafuces of the eye, and r^fes fuch a rational ad- 
miration in the foul, as is litile inferior to devotion. 

It is not in the power of every one to offer up this 
kind of worfhip to the great Author of Nature, and to 
indulge thefe move icfiued meditations of heart, which 
are doubtlefs highly acceptable in his fight ; I (hall 
therefore conclude this flaort efTay on that pleafure 
which the mind naturally conceives from the prefent 
feafon of the year, by the recommending of aprafiice 
forwhich every one has lufHcient abilities, 

1 would have my readers endeavour to moralize this 
^^tural pleafure oi the ioul, and to improve this ver- 
nal delight, as Milton calls it, into a diriftian virtue- 
When we find ourfeJves infpired withtfiis plcafing in- 
ftinfl:, this fecret fatisfa£iion and complacency, arifing 
from the beauties of the creati %i, let us confider to 
whom we ftand indebted for all thefe entertainments 
offenfe, and wlio it is *t hat thus opens his hand and 
fills the world with good. The Apoftle inflruf^s us 
to take advantage of our prefent temper of mind^ to 
graft upon it fuch ;\ religious exercife as is particular- 
ly conformable to it, by that precept which advifes 
thofe who are fad to pray, and thpfe who are merry to 
iingpfalm^. The cheerfulnefs of hearts- which fprings 
uj) in us from the furyey of nature's works, is an ad- 
mirable preparation for gratitude. The mind has 
gone a great way towards praife and thanfgiving that 
is filled with fuch a fecret gladnefs. A grateful re- 
^ei^ion'on the fupreme caule who produces.it, fan£ti- 
fics it in the foul, and gives it its proper' value. Such 
4n habitual difpofition of mind corifectates every field 
•and wood, turns an ordinary walk into a morning or 
evening facrifice, and will improve thofe tranuent 
fleams of joy which naturally brighten up, a»id rcfrcfli 
die foul on fuch occaftons, into an iBviolable and per* 
{>etual flate of blift andbappincft. .* ' • 

' SpbctatoR) Vbl^ V. No. 393. 
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. HYMN OF dkATiti^bii:. ^ 

W \ - ' ■ 

^^ HEN all thy .mp'ckh O mf QU^ 

My rifingfaulfw^$^s\" , . • i 
Tranfported 'with the ^iew% rm Jl$/f- , . 

. In niwttder^' lovis (md pra^u ... 

O v&OTi' Jhall ^ardi Hjuifh equaf nvarmth " 

^ThegratHudedeehire^ . 
^hat glovos within my ra'vifh^d heart f 

But thou canft YHdit thrt* : * ' 

^hy PriTjiJence my life fuftoin^'^^ 

Andallmywants redreft,^^ • 
^ken in ihefilent <womh 1 Icy^ , . ^ 

And hung upon the hreaft, 

7v all my At^e^ik complaints and 4nes, 

-^thy )?ierc/h/it an ear. 
Ere yet my feeble thoughts had leami 
"^To form themjdntis in pray r* 

Unnumbered comfits /• myfiui 

Thy tender care befttnudy . . , ■'■ 

^ifereniy infant heaftrtoitceii^'d^'' ' 

. Fr^m wheitce thefk cmf^trts fa^d* ' * 

^men in the flipper) paths tifyiiutk 

TTith /teedhfs jftefs I ran, 
Tfiine arih unfien conve^d inefafe, 

And led me up tP man •^ . 

Through hidden dangers, tolls, finddeathsSp , ' j 
It gentiy cleared my 'way, • , ^ 

And througH thepleafing fiiares of vice, ' .^ ^ 

Mere tq befear^ than they. 

' Whenivcrn with ficknefs oft htfi thm \ 
, . JVith health renew d^my.faicen •- ) 

And when in fins and forroivs funk, 

. 'Re'viv'J my foul w^hgraie. ; . •• ., 

Thf hoimt$0Uihnnd^tkwi0rldfyUifl > , 

t ffas made n^ Clip ru9 ir^' '"^^ 
AfiditiakMandf^itkiklfriiU* '^ 
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7nth§9fm4th9mffimd.prtciw gifis 
Mf daify ttie»kt employ , 
" if or is tbi lie^ m ehierful hart 

Tk^k t0fi$i.4h9fi gifU wthj9y^ 

Vhrwgh everjf period &f mf lift 

liy goUnefs rilpurfue ; 
Andafttrdeatkin diftantnuerlds ' 

^he gleriem tbtme retunj^ 

Whin nature fails i a^ddafetud wi0^ 

DifJide thy worki no mere, ^ 
Jij ever-gratefld heart ^ O Lerd^ 

"Jhy mercy Jhall adore » 

through all eternity to thee 
' Aioyfulfongtllraife.9 ^ 

For O 1 Eternitjji* too port 

^0 utter ail thy praife, C 

, Spjsctator, Vol. VI. Nq. 453* 
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DEVOTION. 

J.N my laft Saturday's {Miper I laid dowti'^fome 
thoughts upon Devottoa in general, and (hall here 
^cw what were th^ notions of the jsioft refined Hear 
thens on this fubjei^^ ^s thej are r^efented in Platens 
dialogue upon prayer, entitled, JkiHadei the Second^ 
which doubtlefs gave occafion to Jitve»iJ*% tenth b^ 
tire, and to the fecond fatire of Perdue % as the lail of 
idiefe authors has almoft tranfcribed the preceding di- 
alogue, entitled, JUihiaHes the Firft^ in his fourth fa-» 
•ire. 

The ipeakers in this dialogue upon prayer, are 
[Soc atej and Aktkiadeiy and the fub^nce of it (when 
drawn together out of the intricacies and digreilions) 
as follows: 

^«rrii/#/ meeting his <puptl if/p/i/^4^/» as he was go- 
ring to his derotiops, and ob&nring his eyes to be ftx« 
ed upon the earth wi^h gteat ferioufnefsand attentioii, 
sells him, that he had ^reafon to be thoughtfuLon that 

^Cifioii, fincc i( ytu po^Jk fori mab to'Jiring dowa 


Wik upon himfelf b^.hb own prayerSi and that thoft 
things which the gods fend him in anfwer to his peti» ' 
tlons might turn to his deftrudton. This, fays he, ^ 
may not only happen.* when a man prays for y»Mt He 
knows is mifchievous in its own naturei as Oedifms im^ 
i^red the gods to fow difientoon between his fons i 
wt wh^n he prays for what he believes would be for 
his good, and'againft'what he believes wo\ild be to b^ 
detriment. This the philofoirfier fliews muft nccefti 
farily happen among us, (ince moft men are blinded, 
with ignorance, prejudice, or paiHon, which hind^% 
them from feeing fuch things as are really beneficiM to 
themi For an inftance, he a(ks if/ri^/W^i, whether he 
would not be thordughlf pleafed and fatisfied,'.if thai 
6od, to whom he was going to addrefs himfelf, (hould 
pfromife to make him the fovereign of the whole 
earth ? Alcibiadti anfwers^ that he (hould doubtlefs look 
upon fuch a promife as the greate(t favour that conld 
\k beftowed upon himr S^teratisHitn aflcs him, if, zU 
tcr receiving this great favour, ' he would be con'- 
lented to loofe his life ? Or if he would receive it ; 
though he was fure he fhould make an ill ufe of it ? 
To both of which quedions, AUtbiadA anfwers in the 
negative. Socraus then fliows him, from the examples 
of others, how thefe might very probably be the cfFefts"" 
of fuch a blefling. lie then adds, that other reputed 
pieces of good fortune, as that of having a fon, o|* 
proquring the highcft poft in ^ government, arc fub*« 
jcflr to the like fatal confequcnces ^ ivhich neverthe-* 
fefe, fays he, men ardently defire, and would not faif 
to pray fori if they thought their prayers might beef-* 
fe&uai for the obtaining of them. 

Having ellabliihed this great point, that all the mofb 
apparent bleffings in this life are obnoxious to fuch 
dreadful cot^fequences, and that no man knows what 
m the event would prove to him a blefling or a 
curfe, lie teaches Akibiaia after' what manner hC" 
ought to pray. ' , 

in the firtt place he reconunends to him at the' 

raodel of his devotions, » fliort prayer which a Grtik- 

fpet compoled for th? uil; of >t|ihend5| ia tbefoll^f' 


^ 
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fngyroris ;* Q Jupiter, ^i<w us^lfo/^ th>^£s nvbick cngw^ 

fmr MS^ vohtthir thej an fucb things as i*;* pray fory or Juck 
things as ivi do not pray for \ gn^d ^ rimtyye from us thoft 
things fwhich are hurtful^ i^^¥gh. thoj art Juch things as lut 
fraf/or.,^ '..-.'/ ^ ,] \ 

In thq fecond plape, that, his difprple may afk fuch 
things as af;€ e^^pedient for him, he (hews hina, that it 
is abfolu^ly ncccfC^XY to apply^hionfelf to the iludy of 
Itrue wifdoni,an(i to the knowledge of that which is his 
chief good, and the moil fuitable to the excellency of 
^is nature. 

In the third and lafl place he informs him, that the 
beft methods he could make ufe of to draw ddwablef- 
^ngs upon himielf j and to render his prayers acceptable 
wpuld be to live in a conftant prafticc of his duty to- 
3«^ards the gpds, and towards men. Under this head 
J^e very much recommends a form of prayer theZar^ 
dtmonians mak^ ufe of, in which they petition the godsi 
fogi^ve them all good things Jo long as ih$y tJcere 'virtu^iUm 
Under this head likewile he gives a very remarkable 
account pf an oracle ^ the following purpofe : ^ 

.When the Atbtnians^ in the war with the Lmcedimoni- 
mns received many defeats both by fea and. land, they 
lent a meflenger to the oracle of Jupiter Jmrnoa, to aik 
tlie reafon why they who ereftsd fo ma^iy temples to 
the gods, and adorned them with fuch coftly oiFerings i 
mhy they who had inftituted fo many ftitivals, and 
accompanied them with fuch pomps and ceremonies | 
in Ihort* why they who had flain fo many Hecatombs 
«t tlieir altars, (bould be l|;fs fuccefsful than the Laa^ 
^ dtsuauiansy who fell fo (bort of them in all thefe particu- 
lars. To this, fays he, the oracle made the following 
reply : / am better pleafed ivith the prayers of the Lacedc- 
ihonians, than nuitb all the oblations cf the Greeks. As 
this prayer implied and encouraged virtue in thofc who 
made it ; the philofopher proceeds to fhew how the 
moil vicious nian might be devout, fo far as vi^ims 
could make him, but Uiat his olFcrings were regarded 
tw the gods as bribes, an4 his petitions as blafphemlcs. 
He likewife quotes on this occaiion two veries out of 
Jta^O. ift uvuich the poet fays, that the fccnt of the 
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ThJanhctifiCQS was carried up to heaven hf the'winds^ 
but that it was not acceptable to "^ic gods, who were 
difpleafed with Prium and all his people. 

The conclufion of ihis dialogue is very remarkable, 
S^cradj having deterred AUihiades from the prayers and 
fecri&ces which he was going to offer, by fetting forth 
the abo re-mentioned 'difficulties of performing that 
duty aa he ought, adds thefe words : • If'i muft thtr^ 
f9re 'wait till fuch ttm£ as fwe mayAiarn how tte ought to hi^ 
ia've our/five s^ toiAfards the god^^ and ionjcards men. But 
when will that time come, fays Mcibiadesy and who is 
it that will inftruft us ? For I would fain fee this 
man, whoever he is. It is one, fays Socrates^ who takev 
care of you } but as Homer tells us that Mtuer<va remove 
cdthe mift from the eyes of Z>w«»r^(fi, that he might plain- 
ly difcpver both gods and men ; fo the darkncK that 
hangs upon your mind muft be ^ removed before you 
are able to difcern what is good and what is evil. Let 
him remove from my mind, fays Jlcibiades^ the dark- 
nefs, and what elfe he pleafes,.! am determined to re- 
fufe nothing he (hall ordev me, whoever he is^ fb that 
I may become the better man bj it. The remaining 
part of this dialogue i& very oblcu re s there is fome- 
tking in it that would make us think Socrates hinted at 
himieliF, when he fpoke of this divine teacher who 
was to come nito the world, did not .he ovt^n.that te 
lltmfelf was in thi^^refpeft as^much at a lofsi and i» 
as gr^t dift'refs, as the reft c^ mankind. 

Some learned^ men looW upon this condufion as a 
]iredi£kion of our Saviour, or at leaft that Socrates^ like 
the Hi2h«Prieft,>prophefied unknowingly, and point- 
ed at tnat divine teacher who was to come into the 
wcnrld feme ages jifter him* However that may be^ 
we find that thts great' j^hilofopher faw, by the light 
cf reafon, that it was fuifable to the - goodnefs of the 
Divine Nature, to fend a perfon into me world who 
fliottld inftvo^l; mankind in the duties of religion, and 
in particular) teSKh them how to pray. 

whoever reads this abftr^Aof PAr/flts difcourfeoa 
p«9y«i^, wil^ I belkve, natttrally make this reftei^ioil, 
Ibdt the graet Fowdcr of our religion^ a} wctt by ||^ 
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own example, as in the form of prayer which he tairght 
his difciples^ did Mt only keep up to thofe rules virhkh 
the light of nature had mggefted to this great philo- 
Ibpher, but inftru£ted h£i difciples in the whole ex- 
tent of thi$ duty, as well as of ail others. He dire£t« 
e4 them to the proper object of adoration, and taoghc 
them^^according to the third rule above mentioned, to 
•pply themfelves to him in their clofets, without (hov 
or oilentation, and to woribip him in fpirit and in 
truth. As the Lacedemonians in their form of prayer 
implored the gods in general to give them ali good 
things fo long as they were virtuous 5 we alk in par- 
ticular that our offentes^ay he forginen^ as nxeforgifve thojk 
pothers. If we look into the fecond rule which SHrotes 
has prefcribed, namely,. that we fhould apply oar- 
felves to the knowledge of fuch things as are bed for 
us, this too is explained at larg6 in the doOrines of the 
^ofpel, wheic we are taught in feveral inftances to rc- 
l^ard thofe things as curfes which appear as bleifings^ 
*3Ui the eye of the world \ and on the contrary,^ 
to efteem thofe things as bkflings which to the 
generality of mankind appear as curfes. Thus 
jin the form' which is prefcribcd ' to us we, only 
pray for that hajppineiis which is our Chief good, and 
the great' e«d 01 our exiftence, when we petition the 
Supreme Being for the coming if his kingdom, being fo*- 
-licuouS) for no other temporal blefiings but our daify 
/ufiinancf. On the athcr hde we pray againft nothing 
trut fin, and againft evil in general, leaving it wiin 
OmnifcieiKe to determine what is really Tuch. If we 
look i)ito the firft rules of prayer by Socrates ii> 
"which he recommends the above-mentiotied ibrm of 
the ancient poet, we find that fosm not only compre* 
liended, but very much improved, in the petition, 
wherein we pray to the Sujpreme Being thsit Mtwft 
ma^ he done i which is of the fame fofce with diat 
form»which our Saviour ufed when he {>rayed agnioft 
tlie mod painful and moft ignomiiuou^ of deaths^ 
%ieverthele/Sf ttef my futiH, hut thine he done. This compre- 
kenfive petition is the. moft humble as well as the 

tbat 9sai be pffeied up froa ii» ciQr 
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tufe to his. Creator, as it fuppofes the Supreme Being 
wills nothing but what is tor our good, and that he 
knows better than ourfelves what is fo. 
— Spectator, Vol,' HI. No. 207. L. 

If there were no other confcquencc of it, but barely 
that human creatures on this day alTembled themfelves 
before their Creator, without regard to th'eir ufual 
employments, their minds at leifure from the cares 
of this life, and their bodies adorned with the beft at- 
tire they can beftow on them ; I fay, were this mere 
outward celebration of a Sabbath all that is cxpefted 
from men, even that were a laudable difkindlion, and 
and a purpofe worthy the human nature. But when 
there is added to it the fublime pleafure of devotion, 
our being is exalted ab«ve itfelf ; and he who fpends 
a feventh day in the contemplation of the next life, 
will not eality fall into the corruptions of tliis in the 
other fix. They who never admit thoughts of this 
kind into their imaginations, lofe higher and fweetcr 
fatirfa£tions than can be raifcd by any other enter- 
tainment. The moft illiterate man who is touched 
with devotion, and ufes frequent excrcifes of it, con- 
trafts a certain greatnef;^ of mind, mingled with a no- 
ble fimplicity, that raifes him above thofc of the fame 
condition \ and there is . an indeliable mark of good- 
nefs in thofe who fincercly pofTefs Jr. It is hardly 
poflible it fliould be other wife ; for the fervors of a 
pious mind will ccntraft fuch an earneftnefs and at- 
tention towards a better Being, as will make the ordi- 
nary paflag^es of life go off with a becoming indiffer- 
ence. By this a man in the loweft condition will not 
appear mean, or in the moft fplendid fortune, infolent. 
As to all the intricacies and viciflitudes under 
which men are ordinarily entangled with the utmofi 
forrow and paffion, one who is devoted to Heaven, 
when he falls into fuch diflRciilties, is led by a clue 
through a labyrinth : As to thisworld, he does not pre* 
tend to fkiifia th- mazes of it, but fixes his thought>s 
upon one certainty, that he ihall foon be out of it* 
And we may aik very boldly, what can be a more fure 
foofoiation th^n to kavc aa lic^e in deatb i When 
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men are arrived at thinking of their very diiToliiticnt' 
with pleafure, how few things are there that can bs 
terrible to them ? Q^rtainly nothing can be dreadiiil 
to fuch fplrits, but'what. would make death terrible to 
thtin, falfliood towards mnn or impiety towards Hea- 
ven. To fuch as thefe, as there are certainly manjf 
fuch, the gratificationsT of innocent pleafures are dou- 
bled even with refle6lions upon tneir imperfediion. 
The difjftppointments which naturally attend the great 
promifes we make ourfelves ^n expected enjx)ymeDts, 
nrike no damp upon fuch men^ but only quicken their 
hopes of foon knowing joys \^:hich are too pure to ad- 
mit of allay or fa tiety. , • 

It is thought among the politer fort of mankind aa 
imperfeftion to want a relifh of any of thpfe" thines 
which refine ouxhvcs. This is the foundation of the 
acceptance which eloauence, mufic, and poetry make> 
in the world ; and I Know- not why devotion, confid- 
ered merely .as an exaltation of our happinefs, ftiould' 
not at lead be fo far regarded: as- to be confidered.- 
It is poffible the very inquiry would lead men inta 
fuch thoughtsrand gratifications as they did not ex]>e£t 
to meet with in this j^ace. Many a good acquaint- 
ance has been loft. from a general prepoffeffion in his* 
dfsfavour, and a fevere afped: has oiten hid under it a. 
very agreeable companion. 

Thei^ are hbdiftmguifiiing qualities -among men to- 
which there are not. falfe pretenders ; but though^ 
none is mor^ pretended to than thatof devotipn^ 
there are perhaps fewer fuccefsful impoftures in this- 
kind than any other. There h fomething fo natively, 
great and good in a perfon who is truly devout, that an* 
aukward man may as well pretend to be genteel, as an 
hypocrite to he pious. Thcconftraint in words and* 
actions are. equally vifible in both cafes, and any. thing- 
fet up in their room does but Temove the eiideavourer^ 
tl)e farther from their pretenfions.- fiut however the 
fenfe of true piety is abated, there is no other motive 
^ adion that can carry us throujgh all the viciiCtudea 
of life with alacrity and refolutioii« But pietj^ like 

X)bil<>fophy, when it 19 fuperficial; doee butio^oicg 
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appear die worf€ifor» it ; and a gnnciple that is -but 
half received, does but diftraft, inftead of guiding our 
l)ehav]our. When I reflect upon the unequal con- 
du^ oiL9fiuj,l fee many things that run dire£lly 
counter to his intereft ^ therefore I cannot attribute 
Jiis labours for the public good. tp ambition. "When I 
confider his difregard to his fortune, I cannot efteem 
him covetcms.- How then can I reconcile his ncg- 
lefl: of him.felf, and his zeal for others? I have Jong 
fufpefted him to be a little pious : But no man ever 
hid his vice with greater caution than he docs his vir- 
tue. It was thepiaife of a great /?oOT^;f, that he had 
rather be, than appear, good. But fuch is the weak- 
ziefs oi LHittSf that I dare fay he had rather be efteem- 
ed Irreligious than dey.out. By I know not what im« 
patience of raillery, he is wonderfully fearful of being 
thought too great A believer. An hundred little devi- 
ces are made ufe ot to hide a time of private devotion : 
and he will alloiv you any fufpicion of Ins beiftg ill 
employed, fo you do not tax him with being well. But 
alas \ How mean i& ftich a behaviour ? To boafl; of 
virtue lis a moft ridiculous way of difappointing the 
merit of it^ but not fo pitiful as that of ucing afhamed 
of Jt. How unhappy is the wretch who makes the 
moft abfolute and indtpendant motive of aflion the 
caufe of perplexity and inconftancy ! How much an- 
other figure does C^llUcla niake with all. who know 
him 1 His great and fuperior mind, frequently exalt- 
ed by the raptures of heavenly meditation, is to all hi^ 
friends of the fame ufe as if an arigel were to apjpear 
at the decifion of their difputcs. . They very well 
underftand he is as much dilinterefted and unbiaiSed 
as fuch a being. He confiders all applications made 
to him as thole addreifes will efFeft his own applica- 
tions made to Heaven. AH his determinations are 
delivered with a beautiful humifity ; and he pronoun- 
ces his deciGons with the air of one who is more fre- 
quently a fupplicant than a judge. 

Thus humble, and thus great, js the man who is 
jnoved by piety, and exalted by devotion. But be- 


t%4 MYDISONIAN MISCELLANT. 

hold tkis Tccommended by the mafterly hand of a gi^ 
divine I have heretofore made bold with. 

" It is fuch a pleafure as can iievet cloy or ovctt- 
work the mind ; a delight that grows and improves 
ttnder thought anJ reflexion ; and while it cxercifes{ 
does alfo endear itfelf to the mind: All pleafares 
that^fFecl: the body mud needs weary, becaofe they 
tranfport ; and all tranfportation is a violence ; ana 
no violence can belailingi but determines upon the 
falling of the fpirits, which are not able to Keep up 
t^iat height of iiwtion that the-pleafure of the ienfes 
raifcs them to/ And therefore how inevitably doesaa 
immoderate Ihughter end in a figh, which is only na-» 
tur-c's recovering itfelf after a force doneto it : But 
the religious pleafure of aweUdifpoled mind moves^ 
gen tly, and therefore conftantly. It does not afie£l 
by rapture and extacy,but is like the pleafureof healthy 
greater and {lrv>ng^r than thofe that call up the fenfe^ 
with groiTjr and more aii^Aing impreiSons. No man'ar 
body IS as ftrong as his appetites*^ but hea^n has cor-' 
rcfted the bouodlefihefs of his voluptuous defires by 
ftintinghis flrength, and contracting niscapacities: The 
pleafure of the religious man is an eafy and a portable 
pleafure, fuch an one as he carries in his-bofom, with^ 
out abrming either the eye or the envy of the worJdi 
A man putting ail his pleafures into this oae, is like z 
traveller putting all his goods- into one jewel \ tha 
value is the fame, and the convenience greater.** 

Tatler, Vol. IV. No. 21 li 


i<k- 


DISGREXION. 

JL HAVE- often thought if the minds of men w6r^ 
laid open, we fhould fee but little difference between: 
that of the wife man and that of the fool. There arc 
infinite rfviriesi numberlefs extravagances, and "a per- 
petual train of vanities which pafs through both. The 
great difference is, ^hat the firit knows now to pick 
and cull his thoughts for converfation, by fupDreutng 
toaxs, .and communicating others } whereas t}it 9tiH 


Af>BI$PN^IAN MfSCELLANY. t-j^j 

fvJets them alLiadifferently ilvout in ^wAs. This 
fort 6f /dircretiotiy however, nas no place in private 
converfation between intimate friends* On fuch pc- 
cafions, the wifeft men. very often -talk like the weak- 
eft } for indeed the talking with a friends i« nothing 
dfe but thinking louii. ^ 

Tir/^haSvtherciore very juftly expofed a picccpt de- 
livered by r>me ancient writers, that a inan uioul^' 
live with hi« enemy in fuch a manner, as mi^kt 
leave him room to become his friend ; and with 
his fijcnd in fiKh a mat>n£r, that if he became 
his enemy, it fhould not be .in his power to hurt 
h\mi Tne firft part of this role, whicn regards our 
behaviour towards an enemy, is indeed. very reafona- 
ble, as we 1 as very pradcntial ^ but the latter part of 
It, which regards our behaviour towards a friend, fa« 
vours more of ,cunning than of difcretion, and would 
cut a man off from the greateft pleafure&^of life, which 
are the freedoms of converfation with a bofom friend* 
iBefides that vk hen a ^iend is turned into an enemy, 
and (as the font of Sirach, calls him) a betrayer of fe- 
. cret&, the world is juft enough to accufe the perGdiouf- 
nefs of the friend;)ratherthan theindifcretion of the 
perfon who confided in him. 

pifcretipn does not only (hew itfelf in worcls, but in 
lall thecircumilanceS'Of a£lion; and is like an under- 
: agenrof Providence, to guide rand dire£l us Jn the or- 
. £nary concerns of life. 

There afe many.moro^ining qualities in the mind 
€)f man^but there 4s none fo ufeful as difcretion ; it is 
this indeed which gives a vali;ic.tO}ali the reft, which 
ftts them ^ worktn iheir proper times and places, 
and turns.xhem to the advantage of the perfon who is 
pofleiTed of them. "Without it learning is pedantry^ 
and wit impertinence. ; >tvirttre itfelf looks like weak* 
nefs J /the beft parts only, (jualify a man to be more 
Tprightly'in errors, and ajftive to his own pr^udice* 

Nor ,aoe& discretion only make a man the mafter of 

his own . parts, but of.6ther men*s. Tlie difcreet 

fOfoif&Vi^s QfU:, tlie talep,ts pi thofe he.converfijs with, 

..||g4 koQU^t (iow to apply tliein to proper ufe5«' 
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eordingly, if ^vekwk into particular communities aadT 
divifions of men, we may obferve that it is the difctcct 
man, not the witty, nor the learned^ nor the braw, 
who jjuid^s the coriverfation and 'gives meafures to 
the fociety. A man with great talents, but void of 
difcretion, is like Polyphemus in the C;.b}e, ftrong and 
blind, endued with an . irrefiftible force, which for 
want of fight is of no ufc to him: 

Though a man has all other perfeSions, and, wants 
difcretion, he will be of no great coiifequcnce in the 
world ; but if he has this (ingle talent in perfefkion, 
and but a common (hare of others, he may do what he 
pleafes in his particular ftation of life. 

At the fam:? time that I think difcretion the moR, 
ufeful tafent a man can be' ni after of, I look upon 
cunning to b^the accomplifhment of little, mean, un- 
gehetbus minds. Difcretion points out the nobleft 
ends to us, and ^urfu^es the mo ft proper and lauda- 
ble methods of attaining them : cunning^Kas only pri- 
vate, ftlfilh aims, and flicks at nothing which may 
make them fucceed. Difcretion* has large ^nd ex- 
tended views, and like a well-fbi*med ey^, commands 
a Whole horizon : cunning is a kirtd of fhortrfighted- 
nefs, that difcovers the minufeft obje<9fs which are nqar 
at hand, but is not able^to difcevh things at a diftande- 
Difcretionj the rWorc it ^is . difcoVercd, gives a greater 
authority to the perfbn - who pofleffes it r Running, 
when it is once deteded, lofes its force, a«d makes a 
man incapable of bringing about even , thofe events 
which he mirfjt Have done, had^h^ pafled' pnK for a 
plain man. Difcrctfon is a pcrfcftion of ^ rcafon^ and* 
a* guide to lis in all thci duties of life : duhhiVi^ ts a 
kind of iriftirift, that only looks ottt aftei- o^ imme- 
diate intereft and welrare. Difcretion is bnly found 
in men of rtrong fenfe and good underftranding t cun*- 
iring is often to op met with in brutes themfqlvcs^ and 
in perfons who are but a few rcnioVcs from thciji. 
In inort, cunning is only the mitttvcks o!P difcretidn, 
aiid may pafs upp^n weak meh *' ^ "i^t fame manner as 
vivacity is often nuftaken fOT utit, ajiditsuricy for n^if- 
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The caft of mind which is natural to a difcrcct man, 
rnakes him look forward into futurity, and confidelr 
M^hat will be his condition millions of ages hence, aft 
well as what it is at prcfent. He knows that the 
mifery or happinefs which are refervcd for him in an- 
other world, lofe nothing of their reality by being 
placed at fo great a difiance from him. The obje£i& 
do not appear little to him, becaufe they are remote. 
He confiders that thofc pleafures and paius which lie 
hid in eternity, approach nearer. to him every moment^ 
and wili.be prefent with-him in their full weight and 
meafure, as much as thofe. pains andpleafures which 
i.e feels at this very inftant. For tnis reafon he is 
careful to fecure to himfelf that which is the proper 
happinefs of his nature, and the ultimate defign of 
his being. He carries his thoughts to the end of eve- 
ry a£lion, and confiders the molt diftant as well as the 
mod immediate efFeflts of it. He fuperfedes every 
little profpedl: of gain and advantage which offers it- 
felf here, if he does not find it cdnfiftent with his, 
views of an hereafter; . In a word, his hopes are full 
of imnnortality, his fcheHnes are large and glorious^ 
^nd his condu6l fuitable to one who knows his true 
intereft, and how to purfue it by proper methods. 

I have, in this eflay upon Difcretion, confidered it 
both as an accompliihment and .as a virtue, and have 
therefore defcribed it in its full extent ; not only as it 
is cohverfant about worldly affairs, but as it regards 
our whole cxiftenee •, not only as it is the guide of a 
mortal creature, but as it is in general the di- 
reftor of a reafonable being, It is in this light 
that difcretion is reprefent^d by the wife maiu 
^ho fometimes mentions it under the name of dif- 
cretion, and fometimes under that of v/ifdom. It is 
md^Q^ (as defcribed in the latter part of this paper) 
the greateft wifdom, but at the fame time in the pow- 
er of every one to attain. Its advantages are infinite^ 
but its acquifitions eafy ; or to fpeak of her in the 
words of tne apocryphal writer, whom I quoted in 
my laft Saturday's paper, "wifdona is glonOus, an^ 

never fadcth av/ay ^ yet {he is ealily feen of them tiiat 
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love her, and found of fuch who feek her ; fhe.pre- 
-venteth them that feek her, in making themfclves 
inown unto them. He that feekcth her early, (hafl 
•have no great travel, for he (hall find her at her door. 
To think therefore of her, is perfection of wifdom, 
and.whofo watcheth fbrher, fhall quickly be without 
ycarc \ for (he goeth about feeking fuch as are worthy of 
•her, (heweth herfelf favourably unto them in the ways, 
and mcetcth them in every thought/' 

Spectator, Vol. III. No. 225. 

DISTRESSES. 

jf\FTER the mind has been employed on contem- 

-jplations fuitable to its greatnefs, it is unnatural to run 

into fudden mirth or levity ; but we muft let the foul 

^ubfidc as it rofe, by proper degrees. My late confid- 

crations of the ancient heroes, imprefTed a certjia 

gravity upon my mind, which is much above the Ht- 

' Ratification received from (tarts of humour and fancy, 

'^d threw me into a pleafing fadnefs. In this ftate of 

-ihought I have beealooking at the fire, and in a penfivc 

manner reflecting upon the great calamitiesand migfor- 

. tunes incident to human life ; among which there arc 

-none that touch fo fenfibly as thofe which befal perfons 

who eminently love, and meet with fatal interruptions 

of their happinefs, when they leall expe^ it. The 

piety of children to parents, and the affe£tion of par- 

'cnts to their children, are the ctFe£ts of inftindi : But 

^ the afFe6tion between lovers and friends, is founded on 

reafon aud choice, which has always made me think, 

^-the forrows of the latter much more to be pltitd than 

tho/e of the former. The contemplation of diftveffes of 

this fort, foftens the mind of man,and makes the heart 

better. It extinguiflies the feeds of envy and ill-will 

towards mankind, eorre£ts the pride of profpcrity, and 

bears down all that fiercenefs and infoknce which are 

^pt^to get into the minds of the dai'ing and forrunr.te. 

For this reafon the wife Atkeniam^ in their theatrical 

performancesi Uid before the eye 9 of the people the 
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greateft affliffcions which could befal human life, arcf 
infenHbly poliflied their tempers by fuch reprefenta- 
tipns. Among the moderns, indeed, there has arofe a 
chimerical method of difpofing the fortune of the per- 
foiii reprefentcd, according' to what they call poetical 
juilice ; and letting none be unhappy but thofe who 
deferve it. In fuch cafes, an intelligent Speftator, it 
he is concerned, knows he ought not to be fo ; and call 
learn ncthinfir from fuch a tendernefs, but that he is a 
V cak creaUire, whcfe paflions cannot follow the dic- 
tates of his underftanding. It is very natural, when 
cue is got into fuch a way of thinking, to fccoilc£4 
thofe examples of forrow, which bav6 made the ilrongi 
efl impreffion upon our imaginations. An inftance 
or two of fuch, you will give me leave to communi-' 
ctite. 

A young gentleman and lady, of ancient and hoii-* . 
curable houles in Com^ally had froin their childhood 
entertained for each other a generous and noble paf^ 
{ion, which had been long oppofed by their friends, bj: 
rtafon of the inequality oi their fortunes ; but their 
conftancy to each other, and obedience to thofe onr 
whom they depended, -wrought fo much upon theii^ 
relations, that thefe celebrated lovers were at length 
joined in marriage. Soon after their nuptials the 
bridegroom was obliged to go into a foreign country, • 
to take care of a conftderable fortune which was Icftr 
him by a relation, and came very opportunely to im- 
prove their moderate circumftances. They receivci 
the corgratulations of all the country on this ocqa- 
fion, and I remember it was a common fentence lit 
every one's n'iowt.h^ ycu fee how Faithful Lo*vti$ rewarded^ 
He took this agreeable voyage, and fent home every 
pod frelh accounts of his fuccefs in his aflairs abroad ; 
but at lad (though he defigned to return with the vxnX- 
' ihip) he lamented in his letters that bufinefs would de- 
tain him fome time longer from home, becaufc he 
would give himfclf the' pleafure of an uncxpefted arri-i 
v:il. 

The young lady, after the heat of the day, walked 
every evening on. the fea^flioic^ Bear which' fcc livedi. 
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with a familiar friend, her hufband's kinfwoma^3ni 
divcrtedherfelf with what objedls they met thcit,or ■ 
upon difcourfc of the - future methods of Iffe, mifc i 
happy change of their circuniltanccs. Xhey h-^ ! 
one evening on the fca fliore together, in perfctt tiJi- I 
^uility, obierving the fetting ot the fun, the calmucc 
of the deep, and the filent heaving of the waves, wi.i;ii 
gently rolled towards them, and broke at their ftc:; 
,^vhen at a diftance the kinfwoman faw fomcthir: 
fioat on the waters which fhe fancied was a ch-ii i 
and with a fmile told her flic faw it firft, and ii i: 
came aftiore full of jewels (lie had a right to it, Th:y 
both fixed their eyes upon it, and entertained then:- 
fclves with the fubjeft of the wreck, the coufin ftill 
afferting her right ; but promifing, if it was a prize* 
to give her a very rich coral for the child of wliich tli* 
was then big, provided fhe might be godmother. 
Their mirth loon abated, when they oblervecl vpcn 
the nearer approach, that it was a human body. The 
young lady, who had a Heart'naturally filled with pity 
and compnffion, made many melancholy reflc£lic::5 
on the occafion. Who knows (faid (he) but this man 
xnay be the only hope and heir of a wealthy houfe ; 
the darling of indulgent parents, v/ho are now in im- 
pertinent mirth, and pleafing themfelves with the 
thoughts of offering him a brid-s they have got ready 
for him ? Or, may he not be the malter of a f;\nrily, 
that wholly depended upon his life ?. There nviy^ for 
ought we know, behalf a dozen fatherlefs childrcDx 
and a tender wife, now expofed to poverty by his 
death. What pleafute might •he have promiled him- 
felf in the diiTerent welcomes he was to have from her 
and them ? But let us go away, 'tis a dreadful figlu^^ 
The beft ofHcc we can do, is to take care that the 
coot man (whoever he is) may be decently buried. 
She turned away, when a wave threw the cr.rcafcoa 
the fliore. Tlie kinfwoman immediately fhrickctl 
9ut, O, my coufin ! and fell upon the ground. The 
unhappy wife went to help her friend, when fhe (aw 
her own hufbaad at her feet, and dropt in a fwoon 
vpou the body, Aik old wonxaa who. hs^i b^cu, t^e, 
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g^Tvtleman's niirfe, came out about this time to cau 
riie ladies iii to fupper^ and found her child (as ihe 
M^xrays called him) dead on the (kore, her miftre& and 
\?.\nfwoman both lying dead by him. Her loud lamen* 
tations, and calling her young matter t6 life, foon 
awakened the friend from her .trainee ;. but the wife 
-yQ as gone for ever, ., 

When the family and neighbourhood got together 
round the bodies, no one afked any queltion^ but the 
obje<as before them told the ftory* 

Incidents of this nature are the more moving, when 
they arc drawn by perfons concerned in the cataftro- 
pfhe, notwithftanding they are often opprefled beyond 
the power of giving them in a diftinft light, except 
-we gather their forrow from their inability to fpeak it. 
I liave too original letters written both on the fame 
day, which are to me exquiCte in their different kinds. 
The occafibn was this : A gentleman who had courted 
a nioft agreeable young woman, and won her hearty 
obtained alfo the confentof her father j to whom flic 
was an only child* The old man had a fancy that 
they fhould be married in the fame church where he 
hlmfelf was, in a village in IVeftmoreiatulf and made 
them fet out while he was laid up with the gout at 
London. The bridegroom took oniy his man, and the 
bride her maid : They had the mod agreeable jour- 
ney imaginable tothe pl^e of rtfaivriage \ from whence * 
the bridegroom writ the following letter to his MrifeV * 
father. . 

*' SiR> March if, 16725, . 


C( 



% % *t* 


FTER a verypleafant journey hither, we are 

peparing for the happy hour in which I am to be your 
ion. I affure youthe oride* carries it, in the'eye of the 
vicar who married you, much beyond her mother, 
though he fays, your open fleeves, pgintaloons,* ancl 
{houlder knot, m'^de a much better 'Ihe w than the fin^ 
ical diefs I am in. Hdweyer, I am contented to be 
Acfecond fiz^ man this village ever faw^ and fliaU 
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"^ j^/^^7 merry before night, bccaufe I fhaff ^w^ 
inyfelf from thcBcc- T^ur m^^ft dutifmh S^^ 

« The bride gives her duty, and is as handfoo^ s 
an angel— I am the happiea man breathing." 

The laagers were afTembling about the chordu 
and die happy couple took a walk in a private garden, 
llie bridegroom's man knew his mailer would Jcav- 
the place on a fudden after the wedding, and feeinz 
him drawmg his piftohthe night before, took this oj^ 
portunity to go into his chamber and charge thein 
IJpon theur return from the garden they went mto thar 
joora ; and after a little fond raillery on the fubj^^cl of 
^eir courtfhip, the lover took up a piftol, which he 
Jcnewhe had unloaded the night before, and prefenrir.o- 
at to her, faid, with the mod graceful air, while ifc^ 
looked pleafed at his agreeable flt^ttery, now, raadaml 
jepent of all thofe cruelties you have been guilty df tcy 
ane \ confidcr before you die how often you have m?de 
a poor wretch freeze under your cafement ; vou fhaJi 
^e, you tyrant, you fliall die, with all thole inilru- 
anents of death and deftru^bion about you ; with that- 
enchanting fmile, thofe killing ringlets of your hair 
«;ive fire, fhid (he, laughing.->He did ioy and fbot 
*er dead. Who can fpeak his condition ? But he bore 
' it fo patiently as to call up his man. The poor wretcfr 
entered, and his mafter locked the door upon him 
Will^ faid he* did you charge thefe piftola i He an^ 
iwered, yes. Upon which he (hot him dead with that 
jematning. After this, amid a thoufand broken fobs 

I lercing groans, and diftraacd motions, he writ th^ 
)llowing letter to the fether of his dead miftrefs- 
. SIR, 

J Iv^Ofwo Hours ago told you truTy Pwas tEe 
happjeft ma« ahve, am now the moft miferable.. Youc: 
daughter hes dead at my feet, kUled by my hand^ 
Arpugli a miftake of my man's chaining my piftols uoT 

^Z^'^^aT I'^'^^'^^l'^^^^^^^ Suet 

» »y wedding^ay.^1 wjU immediately follow, bit 
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wife to he¥ grave : But before I tJiroMr jnyfclf upon 
my fword, 1 command my diftraftion fb far as to ex- 
plain my ftory tayou. I fear my heart will not keep 
together till 1 have ftabbed it. Poor good old^an ! — 
Remember, he who killed your 'daughter died for it. 
In tlic article of death I give you my thanks, and pray 
for yau, though I dare not for myfefef. If it. be pofli- 
ble, do not curfe me." 

TiKTLER, VoL IL No. 8z^ 

It is prettily obfcrved by fomebody concerning the 
great vices, that iherc are tnree which give pleafure, as 
covetoufnefs, gluttony, and luft ; one, which taftes of 
nothing but pain, as envy ; the reft have a mixture of 
pleafure arid pain, as anger and prides, But when a 
man confiders the ftate of his* own mind, abottt which 
every member of the chriftian world is fuppofed at 
this time to be employed, he will find that the beft de- 
fence againft vice, is preferving the vrorthieft part of 
his own.fpirit pure from any great offence againft k^ 
There is a magnanimity wnich makes us^ look upon 
ourfdves with difdain, after we have been betrayed by 
fudden defire, opportunity of gain, the abfence of ji 
perfon who excells us, the* fault of a fervant, or the ill 
lortune of an adverfary, into the gratification of luft, 
covetoufnefs, envy, rage, or pride ; when the more 
fublime part of our foul is kept alive, and we have not 
repeated infirmities till they are become vicious habits* 

The vice of covetoiifnefs i^ what enters deepeft m- 
'to the foul &f any other 5 ard you may have feenmen, 
6therwife the moft agreeable creatures in the world'^ 
fo feized with the defire of being richer, that they 
fhall ftartle at different things, and live in a eontinijal 
guard and watch over themlelves, from a uehiote fear 
i>f expcnce. No pious man can be fo circumfpefl; ia 
the care of his conlcience ao the covetous man is in that 
of his pocket. 

If a man would preferve his own fpirit> and Us. 

natural approbation of higher and m^re worthy pur-» 

'fuits, he could never fall into this littlenefs, but bis 

{diod Wo«ld be ftiU open to howxnt smd virtuei iu fpite 
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of infirmities and rehpfes. But what extremdj (Sf- 
courages me in myr precautions as a guardian is, ibt 
there is an univerfal defection from the ad miration ot 
virtue. Riches and outward fplendour have taken a^ 
the place of it ; and no man thinks he is mean, if he 
i« not, poor. But, alas ! this defpicable fpirit debafes 
our very being, and makes our paffions take a new 
turn from thc4r natural bent. 

It was a-caufs of great forrow and melancholy to 
me fomc nights ago at a play, to fee a croud in the 
habits of the gentry of EngL •/, ftupid to the noWeil 
fentiments we have. The circumftance happened in 
the fccne of diflrefs betwixt Piercy and Anna Balitm : 
One of the ceminels(who flood on the flage to jprevent 
the diforders which the mod unmannerly race of young 
men th.!* ev:er were feen in any age frequently xaife in 

Eublic aflemblies) M^on Fierty^ beleechine to be heard, 
urfl into tears ; upon which the greateft part of the 
audience fell into a loud and ignorant laughter ; which 
others, who were touched with the liberal companion 
in the poor fellow, could hardly fupprefs by their clap* 
ping. But the man, without the lead confufion or 
ihame in his countenance for what had happened, 
wiped away the tears, and >was ftill intent .upon the 
play. The diftrefs ftill.riiing, the foldier was lo much 
moved, that he was obliged to turn.his face from the 
audience, to their nofmall merriment - /'i/rrjrhad.thc 

fallantry to take notice of this honefl heart ; and, as 
am told, gave him a crown to help him in his affiic. 
tion. It is certain this poor fellow, in his humble con- 
dition, had fuch a lively cpmpaflion as a foul un wed- 
ded to the world ; were it otherwife, j[ay lights and 
dreifes, witli appearances of people of fafhion and 
wealth, to which his fortune could . not be lamilxar, 
would have taken up all his attention and admira- 
tion. 

It is every thing that is praife-wordby, as well as 
pure religion- (according to a book too facred for mt to 
^}XOtc) to 'vijit ibefathtrle/s and widows itt thir ajfiiainut 
Mtd to ktep himfilfKnJpottcd from tht world. Every ftcp 

^hat.a man makes beyond mcdcxatc wA realon^ 
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jp^ovifion, Is taking fa much from the worthhiefs of 
his own fpirit ; and he; wlio is entirely fet upon mak- 
ing a fortune, is ;ill that while undoing the man. lie 
rnuil grow deaf to the wretched, eflrange himLlf 
from the agreeable, learn hardnefs of heart, pifrelifh 
every thing that is noble, and terminate all in his dcf- 
picable felf. Indulgence in any one immoderate rte- 
fire or appetite, engrofTcs the whole creature, and his 
life is facrificed to r liat one defire or appetite ^ but how 
much other wipj is it with thofe who preierve alive 
in them fompthing that adorns their condition, and 
ftews the man, whether a prince or a beggar, above 
his fortune. 

I have juft now recorded a foot foldier for the poiiteft 
man in the 5r/V/^^ audience, from the force of nature, 
untainted with the fingularity of an ilUipplied educa- 
tion. A good fpirit, tnat is not abufed, can add rfcw 
f lories to the hignsft fcite in the world, as well as give 
eautres to the mcaneft, I flvili exemplify this by in- 
ferting a prayet oi^Harry ths fourth of France^ jull be* 
fore a battle, in which he obtained an iatir? vicl\rry. 

" \3 LORD of hofts, who can fee through the thick- 
eft veil, <\nd clofefl: difguife, who vieweft the bottom 
of my he irt, and the deepeft d^^figns of my eneraicdi 
whjp haft in thy hands, as well as before thine eyes,, 
aU the events which concern human life — If tliou 
knoweft that my reign will promote thy calory, anJ 
the fafety of thy people, if thou knoweli: that 1 have 
no other ambition in my foul, but to advance the hc-i- 
qur of thy holy name, and the' good of this Itate, fa- 
vour, O great God, thejuftice of my arm|^ and re-. 
duce ail tne rebels to acknowledge him whom thy fa- 
cvcd decrees, and the order of a lawful fucceffiou, nave 
made their fovercign : But if thy good Providence has 
ordered it ptherwiie,_ and thou feeil that I (hall prove 
one of thofe kings whom thou giveft in thine anger^ 
take from me, O merciful God, my life and my crown, 
make mc this day a facrifice to thy will, let my de.ith 
end the calamities- of France^ and let my blood be the 
I|Hthat is fnilt in this quarreh" 
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Th? king utrcrei! this rry^-r^r:: jiniT-er bz-z t-lj^^ 
anti wh], acountciiancc, t]i*.i :: -f-r?*^ xl ^ho r^nis 
ami bclifid him with like nu;j.'j-r:: -*•".» : TL^r tzr> 
in^ to the fcjuulron, at the h:.*. cf to:-Jl }lt £e£ r^ti 
to charge, **niy fellow. fold ler^," L:i Le^ ** zj- tc 3 rrs 
ir.y fortune, To do I yours ; ycur f^'::T tc££.lj b 
kccpinjj well your ranks; but if the ri;:^t c; :Ii;^ z£zi:jz 
ihyyv.ki i'<nce you 10 diforder, thi:ik of r.c:>.-rg b^trs!- 
Irinp; ni^aln ; rf vou lofc the fight of yoiir ccleiirs siti 
itand.nds, look rour>i,i for tlie white piun:5C in ?r.T bcs- 
vcr i you ih.dl f:o it wherever yoa-aie, ard k £-za 
lend you to glory and to vidory.*' 


The magnaniiDity of this illudricus prince wzs * .. 
ported by a firm reliance on Providence, which infpi. 


■25 f^ 
ed hiin wiih a contciTrpt of Kfe, and an atiunnce of* 



^ffp.-^k-d, is aUays above its condition, even thoa^ it 
be dial of a moiiirda. 

Guardian, Vol. I. No. s^ 


^ V- •.>v ^,>f^,;v*irv ^bout fun-fjt walking in t?ie open 
.s\ u M-i vK ■- ;^it iiifenfibly fcUupon me. I at c^fr 

\. jA^.'f uith all therichnefsand variety cf col- 

. ^., ., H .^vh appeared in the weflcrn parts of HcMven: 
•;♦ N^ »K».vfon as they faded away, and went out feve- 

... I,. H .rnl planets appeared one after another, till 
:*;x- V "v^V firmament was in a- glow. The bluene'fs of 
..K .< -fu^ was exceedingly heightened 4ind enlivened 
*>v .V N abn of the vcar, and by the rays of all thofe 

^..u.n: •c>^ that palled through it. The Gdaxy appear* 

>s ;j ,>i iv.oll: beautiful white. To complete the 

vw,xx ,V full mooii rofe at length in that clouded 

^ . -v >ftV.ich M/Ifc» takes notice of, and opened to' 

* V. > vw pidure of nature, which was more fine- 
; -^ • V. ^vd dilpofcd among fofrer lights, than that^ 
''^^ * .,r. had before dilcoyercd to us.. 
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As I was furveying the moon walking in her bright- 
frdfs, and taking her progrefs among the conftella- 
fions, a tliought rofe in me wjiich I believe very often 
perplexes and difturbs men of ferious and contempla- 
tive natures : "David himielf fell into it in that reflec- 
tion, ** when I confider tne Heavens, the work of tl^ 
"fingers, the moon and the ftars which thon haft or- 
dained ; .what is man that thou art mindful of him, 
and the fon of man tli^t thou regardeft him !** In the 
fame manner^ when I conndered that infinite hoft of 
ftarii or, to fpeak more philofophically, of fun«, which 
were then fhming upon me, with thofe innumerable 
fets of planets or worlds, which were moving round 
their refpeciive funs ; when I ftill enlarged the ide:^ 
and fuppofed another Heaven of funsand worlds rif- 
ing ftill above this which we difcovered, and thcfe ftiW 
enlightened by a fuperior firmament of luminaries, 
"which are planted at fo great a dirtance, that they may 
-appesqf to the inhabitants of the former as the ftars do 
to us 5 in fliprt, while I purlued this thought, I could 
nor bnt relief on that little ihfignificant figure which 
'I myfelf bore, amid the immcnfity of God's works. 

Were the fun, which enlighten^ this part of the 
creation, whh aU the hoft or planetary worlds that 
move about him, utterly e^tinguiflied and annihilated, 
. they would not be mifle^r! more than a grain of farid 
-upon the fea-fliore. The fpace they pofTefs is fo ex- 
ceedingly little in comparifon of the whole, that it 
would fcarce make a blankiw the creation. The chafm 
^would be imperceptible to an eye, that couJd take in 
the whole compafs of. rmture, and pafs from one endl 
t)f the creation to the other ; as it is .poiTible .there 
may be fuch a fenfi in ourfelves hereafter, or in crea- 
tures which are at prefent more exalted than ourfelves. 
'We fee many ftars by the help of glalTcs, which we da 
not difcover with our naked eyes ; and the finer our 
telefcopes, the more ftiil are our difcovorics. Husgt^ 
pius carries this thought fo fiir, that he does not think 
It impoffible there may be ftars whofe light has not yet 
travelled down to us, fince their firft creation.. Theie 
is no qu<?ftioJi l?ut the univcrfe ha§ pertain bounds fet 
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to It 5 but when we conHder that it is the work of in- 
finite power, prompted by infiiiite goodnefs, wth aa 
infinite fpacc to exert iifclf in, how can our imagina.- 
don fet any bounds to it ? 

To return, therefore, to my firft thought, I could 
not but look upon myfelf with fecret horror, as a be- 
ing that was not worth the fmalleft regard of one who 
had fo great a work under his care and fuperintenden- 
cy. I was afraid of bting overlooked amid the im- 
menfity of nature, and Icit among that infinite variety 
of creatures, which in all probability, fwarm through 
all thefe immcafurablc regions of matter. 

In order to recover myfelf from this mortifying 
thought, I corvfidercd th it it took its ' rife from tnoie 
Barrow conceptions, which we are apt to entertain of 
the divine nature?. We ourfclvcs cannot attend to ma- 
ny difiercnt objects at the fame time. If we are care- 
ful to infpect loms tbiu^s, wc muft of courfe negleft 
others. This imperfection, which N/.-^obferve in our- 
felvcs, is an imperfeclion th;at cleaves in feme degree 
to creatures of the highefl c<ipncities, as they are crea- 
tures, that is, beings of finite and limited natures. The 
prefence of every created beinjr is confined to a cet- 
taiji meafure oi ipace, and confequently his obferva- 
tion is ftinted to a certaiw number of objects. The 
fphere in which we move, and adl, and underftand, 
18 of a wider circumference to one creature than anoth- 
er, according as we rife one above another in thefcale 
of exiftence. But the wideft: of thefe our fpheres has 
its circumftrence. When therefore we rene6t on the 
divine naiUr^, we are fo ufed and accuftomed to this 
impetfeftion in ourfelves, that we cannot forbear in 
fbme meafure afcribing it to him Jn whom there is no 
fliadow of imperfection. Our reafon indeed afiures 
OS that his attributes are infinite, but the poornefs of 
our conceptions is fuch, that it canpot forbear fetting 
bouads to every thing it contemplates, till our reafon 
comes again to our fuccour, and throws down ali jhoic 
little prejudices which rife in us unawar/ss, and arc 
natural to the mind of man. 


*-•♦«» 
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Wc Ihall therefore utterly extinguifli this melancho- 
iy thought, of our Being overlooked by pur Maker in 
tiie multiplicity of his works, and the infinity of thofm 
obje^s among which he feems to be inccflantly em« 
ployed, if we conCder, in the firft place, that he is 
om'niprefent ; and in the fecondj that he is omm« 
fcient. 

If we cdnfider him in his omniprefence, liis Being 
pa-fles through, adluates and fupports the \fhok frame 
of nature. His creation, and every part of it, is full 
of hi.ii. There is nothing he has made, that is eithei^ 
fo diftant. To little, or fo inconiiderable, whiqh he docs 
not eiTcntially Inhabit. His fubftance is within the 
fubilance of every being, whether rtiaterial, or imma* 
terivil, and as intimately prefent to it, as that Being is 
to itfelf. It would be an imperfeftion in him, were 
he able to remove out of one place into another, or 
to withdraw hi mfdf from. any thing he has created^ 
oi from any part of that, fpace which is diffufed an4 
fpread abroad to infinity. In (hort, to fpeak of him 
ill the language of the old philofapjher, he is a Being 
•whofe centte is every where, And his circumference no 
where. 

In the fecony place, he is omriifcient as well as om«* 

niprefent. His omnifcience indeed riecefiarily ^nd 

naturally flows from his onmiprefencc ; he cannot but 

fee coufcious of every ^notion that arifes in the whole 

material world, which he tluis effcntiallv pervades, and 

^f every thought that is flirring in tne intelleaual 

world, to every part of which he is thus intimately 

united. Several moralifts have ^confidered the crca-^. 

tion as tiie Temple of God, which he has built witk 

his owil hands, and which is filled with his prefeiicc* 

"tOUieis have confidered infinite fpace as tlie recepta* 

^ tie, or rather the habitation of the-Almighty : But the 

noblcft and moft exalted way of confidering this in- 

'finite fpace \i that of Sir I/aac Ntwton^ who calls it the 

Stn/orium of the godhead. Brutes and men have their 

StHfiriola^ or WmtSenJoriumsp by which they apprehend 

^the prefence,and perceive the a£^ions of a few objeftf 

•that lie contigious to diem. Their knowledge and oW 

As 
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femtion turn within a very narrow circle. Bat as 

God Almighty cannot but perceive and know eicry 

thing in which he refides, infinite fpace gives room to 

,iil|&nite knowledge, and is, as it were, an organ to oxn- 

'sifcience. 

Were the foul fepaiated from the body, and with one 
glance -of thought to'ftart beyond the bounds of 
Sic creation ; fiiould it for millions of years continue 
its progrefs through infinite fpace with the fame ac- 
tivity, it Woiild ftiii find itfelf within the embrace of its 
Creator, and encompafled round with the immcnfity 
o^ the godhead. While we are in the body, he is net 
lefs prefent with us, becaufe he is concealed from us. 
•* O that I knew where I might find him ! fays Job. 
Behold I go forward, but he is not there 5 and back- 
-Mrard^ but I cannot perceive him : On the left hand, 
where he does work, but I cannot behold him : He 
ludeth himfclf on the right* hand that I cannot f j:* 
him.'* In fhort, reafon as well as revelation aflure U5, 
;ihat he cannot be abfent from us, xlotwithllanding he 
is undifcovered by us. 

In this confideration of the Almighty's omnipre- 
sence and omnifcience, every uncomfortable thought 
vanilhes. He cannot but regard every thing that has 
Jbeing, efpecially fuch of his creatures-who fear they 
arc not regarded by him. He is privy to all their 
thoughts, and to that anxiety of heart in particular, 
iRrhich is apt to trouble them on this occafion ; for, as 
it is impomble he (hould overlook any of his creatures, 
fo we may be confident that he regards, with an eye 
of mercy, thofe who endeavour to recommend theov- 
felvestohis notice, and in an unfeigned humility of 
:heart think themfelves unworthy that he (hould be 
linindful of them. 

Spectator, Vot. VIII. No. 565. 
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DRESS. 

Mr. Spectato.:r, 

« A HERE is an evil under the fun which has not 
jret come within your (peculation, ai)d is^.^e^cenfurc, 
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difefteem, and contempt which fome young fellowd 
meet with from particular perfons^ for the reafonable 
mesh a fs they take to avoid them in general. This it 
by appearing in a br-tter drefs, than may feem to a rc- 
latioa regularly confiftent with a fmall fortune 5 and 
therefore may occafion a judgment of a fuitable ex« 
travagance in other particulars : But the difadvantage 
with which the man of narrow circumftances a£tsand 
fpeaks, is fo feelingly fet forth in a little book called 
th-i Ckriftian Hero^ that the appearing to be otherwife^ 
is not only pardonable, but neceflary. Every one 
knows the hurry of conclufions that are made in con- 
tempt of apirrfon who appears to be calamitous, wLicli 
niak-js it vtry excufabk 10 prepare one's felf for tlie 
company of thofe who are of a fuperior quality and for- 
tune, by appearing to be in a better condition than 
one is, lb tar as fuch appearance (hall not make tfS re- 
ally of worfe. 

** It is a juftice due to the chara£ler of one who fuf«< 
fers hard reflexions from any particular perfon upon 
, this account, that fuch per fons would inquire int(>'hi^ 
manner of fpending his time 5 of which, though no 
farther iniovmAtron can be hnd tha»^hat hcjrcrnainsi 
fo many hours in his chamber, yet if this is cleared, to 
imagine that a reafonable creature, wrung with a nar- 
row fortune, does not make the bcft ufe of this retire-* 
ment, would be a concluGon extremely uncharitable. 
>'roin what ha?, or will be faid, I hope no corfequence 
€ m be cxtorved, implying, tliat I would have anv 
young fellow fpend more time than the common leis- 
ure which his ftudies require, or more money than hi8^ 
fortune or allowance may admit of, in the purfuit o£ 
an acquaintance with his betteis ; for as to his time^ 
the grofs of that ought to be facred to more fubftan- 
t4al acquifitions ; for each irrevocable monxnt o£ 
which, he ought to believe he ftands rcligioufly ac- 
countable. And as to his drefs, I fliall engage myfel£ 
no further than in the modefl defence t>f twoplain fuitsp 
a ydar : For being perfe<Slly faiij^fied in Eutrafului^% 
contrivance of making a Maboch of a nian, by pi'efent* 
ing him with laced and embxoiderediuitS|. llwouldb]!/ 
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ftO means be thought to controvert the conceit, km- 
finuating the advantages of foppery. It is an aiTeitoa 
which admits of much proof, that a ftrangcr^of tola- 
able fenfe, drefied hke a gentleman, will be better re- 
ceived by thofe of quality above him, than one of mud 
feNetter parts, whofe drefs is regulated by the rigid uo- 
tiona of frugality. A man s appearance falls within 
the cenfure of every one who fees him ; his parts zvi 
learningvery few are judges of ; and even upon thdi 
few, thcv cannot at firft be well intruded ; for policv 
sind good- breeding will counfel hira to be reiervcd 
among flrangers, and to fupport-himfelf only by the 
common fpirit of converfation. Indeed among the 
injudicious, the words delicacy, idiom, fine images, 
Arui^ure of periods, genius, fire, and the red made uie 
of with a frugal and comely gravity, will maintain the 
£gure of immenfe reading, and the depth of criiicifm* 
** All gentlemen of fortune (at lead the young and 
2D>ddle aged) are apt to pride themfelves a little too 
jaiuch upon their drefs, and confequently to value oth- 
ers in lome meafure upon the fame confidtration. 
With what confufion is a man of figure obliged to re- 
-lurr* ifes^iviliucs of ciic hat to a pcrfoh whole air and 
attire hardly intitle bini to it ? For whom ncverthelefs 
the other has a particular efteem, though he is aiharo- 
ed to have it challenged in fo public a manner. It 
inuft be allowed, that any young fellow who affcfls to 
drefs ap4 appear genteely, might with artificial man- 
agement fave ten pounds a ye^ $ as inftcad of fine 
Holland he might mourn m ^ckcloth, and in other 

J particulars be proportionably fhabby: But of what 
ervice fhould. this fum be to avert any misfortune, 
Dvhilil it would leave him deferted by the few good 
acquaintance he has, and prevent his gaining any oth- 
er r As the appearance of an eafy fortune is necefFa- 
yy towards malcmg one, I don't know but'it might be 
of advantage fometimes to^ throw into one's ditcourfc 
certain exclamations about henk-JlcckyaLnA to (hew a mar- 
vellous furprife upon its fall, as well as the moft a^^c- 
tcd triumph upon its rife. The veneration and ref- 
pea which the pra^ice of all ages has prefened t« 


AODISONIAN MISCELLANY. 9^3 

appearances* without doubt fuggefted to our tradef- 
men that wife and politic cu(lom> to apply and recom- 
mend themfelves to the public by all thofe decorations 
ti»pon their fign-pofts and houfeS) which the moft emi- 
nent hands in the neighbourhood can furnifh them 
with. What can be more attrafiive to a man of let- 
tnsy than that immenfe erudition of all ages and lan- 
guages, which a (kilful bookfeller, in conjunflion with 
a. painter, (hall image upon his column and the extrem- 
ities of his Slop ? The fame fpirit of maintaining a 
handfome appearance reig^is among the grave andfolid 
apprentices of the law {here I could be particularly 
dull in proving the wora apprentice to be fignificant o£ 
abarriftcr) and you may. ealily diftinguifhwho hasmoU 
lately made his prctenuons to bufmefs, by the whitelt 
and moft ornamental frame of his window : -If indeed 
the chamber is a grouild room, and has rails before it^ 
the finery isof neceflity more extended, and the pomp 
of buCnefs better malntainedv And what can be a 
rt*aier indication of th6 dignity of drefs, than that 
uidenfome finery, which is the regular habit of our 
judges, nobles, and bifliops, with which upon certain 
diiys we fee them incumbered'-? And though ir may 
_be faid, this- is awful, and ncceflary for the dignity o£ 
the ftatc, yet the wifeft of them have been remarkable 
before they arrived at their prefent ftations, for being 
nwy *weU drejfid pcrfins. As to my own p^rt, 1 am near 
thirty J and fince I left fchool have not been idle, 
which is a modern phrafe for having ftudied hard. I 
brought off a clean fyftem of moral philofophy, and a 
tolerable jargon of mctaphyficksfrom the univerCty ^ 
fi.iice that,"' I nave been engaged in the clearing-part of 
t^e perplexed ftile andmatter of the- law, which fo he- 
reditarily defcends to all itsprofcflbrs. To all which 
fevere ftudies I have thrown in^ at proper interims^ 
the pretty learning of the claflics. Not with ftartdirig 
which, I am- what Shake/pear calls, aplltnjo of no mark fr 
hketihooa \ which makes me underftand the more fuilya 
that fince the regular methods of making friends and 
a-fortune, by the inere force of a profeffion, is fo very 

Jow'Ud uncertain t. a mm (houldtglM^ i^ reidgaa^fe 
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opportunities, by enlarging a good acquaintance, f<7 
court that time and chance which is faid to happen to 
erery man." 

Spect-ator, Vol. V. No. 360. T. 

DRINKING. 

^ _ » 

J]^ O vices are To incurable as thofe which men aic 
apt to glorj in. One would wonder how drunkcn- 
Biefs (hould have the gocil luck to be of this number. 
\Anarcharfisy being invited to a match of drinking at 
CmMih, demanded the pri2e very humouroudy, b^ccaafe 
lie v^ as drunk before any of the reft of the company ; 
for, fays he, when we run a racc^ hq who am?es at 
the goal firft is intitled to tke reward : On the con* 
trary, in this thirfty generation, the honour falls upon 
liim who carries off the greateft quantity of liquor, and 
Iknocks down the reft of the co:npany. I was the 
other day with honeft fFill Funnel the Weft-Saxt^y who 
'viz reckoning up how much liquor bad palTed through 
liim in the lait twenty yiars of his life, which accord* 
ing to his computation, amounted to twenty- three 
tiogftieads of Oftober, four tons of port, balf a kilder- 
Itin of fmall beer, nineteen barrels of cyder, and three 
lafles of champagne : Befides which, he had afEftcd 
t four hundred bowls of punclj, not to mention fips,, 
drams, and whets without number. 1 queftion not 
hvX every reader's memory will fuggeft to him fcvfr- 
Tal ambitious young men, who are as vain in this par* 
ticular as IViU tunnel^ and can boaft of as. glorious ex- 
ploits. 

Our modern philofophers obferve, that there is a 
neral decay, of moifture in the globe of the earth, 
his they chiefly afcribe to the growth of vegetables, 
%hich incorporate into their own fubftancc many flo* 
|d bodies thai never return again to their former na- 
ture : But with fubmif&on, they ought to throw into 
iheir account thofe innumerable rational beings which 
Ibtth their nourifliment chiefly out of liquids \ efpe- 

iMHj w1iq4 nt fonfider that nciij compuHiii^ 
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(heir fellow creatures, drink much more than comes 
to their ihare. 

But however highlv this tribe of people may think 
€>f tbemfelveSf a drunken man is a greater monder 
than any that is to be found among all the creatures 
which God has made $ as indeed there is no charac- 
ter which appears mQrc defpicable and deformed, in 
the eyes of ail reafonable perfons, than that of a drunt-' 
ard. Bono/us^ one of our own countrymen, who was 
addi£led to this vice, having ft:t up for a fhare in the 
Raman Empire, and being defeated in a great battle, 
hanged hinifelf. When he was feen by the army in 
this melancholy fituation, notwithilanding he had be- 
haved himfelf very bravely, the common jeft was, that^ 
the thing they faw hanging upon ths tree before theflt 
Viz% not a man but a bottle. 

This vice has very fatal efFefts on the mind, the 
body, and fortune of the perfon who is devoted to it*. 

In regard to the mind, it firft of all diCcovers every/ 
flaw in it. The fober man, by the ftrength of rea*- 
fon, may keep under and fubdue every vice or folly to 
which he is moft inclined ; but wine makes- every la- 
tent feed fprout up in the foul, and fhew itfclf j ifc 
gives fury to the paflions, and force to thofe objefis- 
which are apt to produce them. When a young fel-- 
low complained to an old philofopher that his wife 
was not handfome : Put lefs water in yoat winc^. 
fays the philofopher, and you*lh quickly make her fo*. 
^Witte heightens indifference into love, love into jeal*- 
cufy, and jealoufy into madnefi. It ofien turns the: 
good-natured man into an- ideot, and tHc choleric. in* 
to an affaflin. It gives bitternefs to refentment, it 
makes vanitv infu[)portable, and difplays every little 
fpot of the ioul in its utmoft deformity. 

Nor does this vice only betray the hidden &crlts of/ 
a man, and (hew them m the moft. odious colourSf,. 
but often occafions faults to which he is not naturally 
fubjed* There is more of turn than of truth in a. 
tiymg of ^rrtf, that drunkenncfs does not produce,, 
but difcovers faults. Common experience teaches 

jiK^ €omflkqr» Wiaa ihrws a mux out of biaftitf/ 
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and infufes qualities into the mind^ which (he tt - 2 
ftrangcr to in her fober moments. The perfon you 
coixverfc with after the third bottle, is not the fame 
man who at firll £at down at the table with you. Up- 
on this maxim is founded one of the prettied fayings 
I ever met with, which is infer ibcd to Puilius Syrus, 
^iietrium lujifcat ladit ahj€ntem\ he who jeils upon a 
man that \% drunk, injures the abfent. 

Thus does^drunkennefs z(X in dire£t centradi£tioa 
torcafon, whcfe bufmefs it ia to clear the mind of 
every vice which has crept into it,, and to guard it 
againft all the approaches of any that endeavour to 
make its entrance. But befides thefe ill efJe£ks which 
this vice produces in the perfon who is adlually uuder 
its dominion, it l«s alfo a bad influence on the mind 
even in its fober moments,, as it infenfibly weakens 
the undcrftandin-g, impairs the memory^ and. makes 
tiijfe faults habilual which are produced by" frequent 

exceflcs. 

Spectator, Vol. VliL No. 559. . 

A method of fpending^ one's time agreeably, is* a 
thing fo little ftudied, that the common amufemeat 
of our young gentlemen (efptcially of fuch as arc ara 
diftance from thofe of. the firfl breeding) is- drinking. - 
This way of entertainment has cuftom pnits fide j b«t : 
as n\\jm\ as it-has prevailed> I believe there have \yttn 
very few companivt that have been guilty of excefs 
this way, wher<5 there have not happened more acci- 
dents which make againft, than for the continuance of 
it. . It is very, common that events arife from a dc- 
bauch, which arc fatal, and alw^ays fuch as are dife- 
fjrceable. With all a man's reafon and good fthfc 
about him, his tongue is apt to utter things out of 
mere gaiety ^f heart which may difpleafe his bcft 
friends. Who then would truftnimfelf to the pow- 
er of wine> without faying jmore againft itj, .than that 
it raifes the imagination, and deprefles thcjudgment ? 
Were there only this fmgle connderation, that we are 
kfs mafters of ourfelves when we drink, in the leaft: 

, Proeprtim iibofc the. esigejigjcs^^of ^ft \ 1 fayi wcfc 
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tbis all that could be obje^^ed, it were fufiicient to 
make us abhor tbis vice. But we may go on to fay, 
that as he who drinks but a little is not mafter of him* 
felf^ (b he who drinkti much is a (lave to himfelf. As 
for my part, I ever efteemcd a drunkard of all vicious 
perfons the moll vicious : For if our actions are lo 
be weighed, and confidered according to the inten- 
tion of them, what can we think of Inm who puts 
hi nafelf into a^circumftance wherein he can have no 
intention at all, but incapaciates himfelf for the du- 
ties and offices of life, bV a fufpenfion cf ^H his facul- 
ties ? If a man confiders that he cannot under the op- 
preffion of drink be a friend, a gentleman, a maftery 
or a' fubjeft ; that he has fo long biniflied him- 
felf from all that is dear, and given up all that is 
facred to him, he would even then thmk of a debauch 
•with horror : But when he looks ftill farther and 
acknowledges, that he is not onlv expelled out of all 
the relations of lif^, but alfo liable to offend againft 
them all, what words can exprefs the terror and de* 
teftation he would have or fuch a condition ? And 
yet he owus all this of himfeifwho fays he was dr\ink 

lalt nigfii. — ^ ,, . , ,^ 

As I have all along perfifted in it,that aliiliC *kfeiif 
in j^neral are in a (late of death, fo I think 1 may add 
toi .J non-exidence of drunkards, that they died by 
their own hands. He is certainly as gurlty of fuicide 
who perilhes by a flow, as he who is difpatched by an 
immediate poi(on. In my lad lucubration I propof- 
.ed the general ufe of water-gruel, and hinted that it 
might not be amifs at this very feafon : But as there 
are feme, whofe 'cafes, in regard to their families, will 
not admit of delay, I have uied my interefl in feveral 
wards of the city, that the wnolefome rcftorative 
above-mentioned, may be given in tavern-kitchens to 
ail the mornings draught men within the walls when 
they call for wine before noon. For a further re- 
ftraint and mark upon fuch perfons, I have given or-* 
ders, that in all theofBces wliere policies are drawn 
upcn lives, ftall be added to the article which prohib- 
it! that the nominee fliould crofs the fea^ thefe woids^ 
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Pr9*vidti idjot That the ahovt mentmed A B.Jkall notirink' 
^ffare dinner during the term me nt toned in t) is indenture, 

I am iK)t without hopes but by this method I IhaW 
.bring fairic unfizeable friends of mine into iliape, and 
breadth, as well as others who are languid and cor- 
fumptive, into health and vigour. - Moft of the felf- 
murderers Nvhom I yet hinted at, are fuch as prefervc 
a certain regularity in taking their poifon, and make it 
mix pretty well with thfir food i. But the moft con- 
fpicuous of thofe who deftroy thenifelves, are fuch as 
in their youth fall into this fort of debauchery, and 
contract a certain uneafinefs of fpirit, whichis not to 
be diverted but by tippling as often as they can fall 
into company in the day, and conclude witn down- 
right drunkcnncfs at night. Thefe gentlemen never 
know the fatisfafltion of youtK, but (kip the years of 
manhood, and arc decrepit foon after they are of age. 
I was godfather to one of thefe old fellows. He is 
now three and thirty, which is the grand climafteric 
of a youwg drunkard. I went to vifit the crazy wretch 
this morning, with no other purpofe 'but to rally him- 
undcr the pain and uneafinefs of being fober. 

But as our faults are *1<;»»^1*1« when t£cy ^^t€: Ctaeri 
keSdt? 9*!rfeives, fo this vice is flill more odious in a 
married than a fingle man. He who is the hufband of 
a woman of honour, and comes home overloaded with 
wine, is ftiil more contemptible in proportion to the 
regard we have to the unnappy confort of his beaf« 
^lahiy. The imagination cannot (hape to itfelf any 
thing more monftrous and unnatural than the fami- 
liarities between drunkennefs and chaftity. . The 
wretched Aflraa^ who is the perfection of beauty and 
innocence, has long been thus condemned for life.: 
The romantic tales of virgins devoted to the jaws of 
monfters, have nothing in ^em fo terrible as the gift 
of Aftraa to that bacchanal. 

The rej9e(!i!tion of fuch a match as fpotkfs innocence 
with -abandoned lewdnefs,is what purs this vice in the 
worft figure it can bear with regard to others ; but 
when it IS loo'ced upon with refpeS only to the drunk- 
ard himfelfi ii has deformitiea enough to make it dlw * 
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agreeable, which may be fummcd up in a word, by al- 
lowing, that he who refigns his reafon, is a£lually 
guilty of all that he is liable to from the want of rea- 
fon. Tatler, Vol. IV. No. 241. 
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,LL gallantry and fafliion, one would imagine, 
ihould rile out ol the religion and laws of that nation- 
wherein they prevail ; but alas ! in this kingdom, gay 
ch'arailers, and thofe which lead in the pleafure ^nd 
inclinations of the fafhionablc world, are fuch as arc 
readieft to praftice crimes the mod abhorrent to na- 
ture, and coutradidlory to our faith. A chriftian and 
a gentleman ^re made inconfiftent appellations of the 
fame perfon ; you are not to cxpedl: eternal life, if 
you do not forgive injuries, and your mortal life is un- 
comfortable, if you ate not ready to commit a mur- 
der, in rerentment for an affront : For good fenfe as 
well as religion isfo utterly banifhed the world, that 
meOvglory in their very paffions, and purfue trifles 
with the utmoft vengeance 5 fo little do they know that 
to foirgive is the moft arduous pitch to which human na- 
ture can arrive : A coward has often fought, a coward 
has often conquered, but a coward never forgave. 
Thepowjcr of doing that, flows from a ftrength of foul 
confcious of its own force ; whence it draws a . cer- 
tain fafety; which its enemy is not of confideration 
enough to interrupt^ for !tis peculiar in the make of 
a brave man to have his friends feem much above 
him, his enemies much below him. 

Yet though tke neglefl of our enemies.may, fo in- 

^enie a forgivenefs as the lo/e of them is not to be in 

the leaft accounted for by the force of coaftitution^ 

but is a more fpiritual and refined moral introduced 

by him who died for thofe that perfecutcd him ; yet 

-ycry ynftij delivered to U6, whes we confider ourfelves 

offenders, and to be forgiven on the reafonable terms 

pf forgiving ^ for who can aflk what he will ng^t be- 

i&QW.i jEipecially whsn that gift, is attended wub a 
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redemption from the cruelleft flavery to the moS ac- 
ceptable freedom : For when the mind is in contem- 
plation of revenge, all its thoughts muft furcly be tor- 
tured with the alternate pangs of rancour, envy, ha- 
tred, and indignation ; and they who profefs a fweet 
in the enjoyment of ir, certainly never lelt the confum- 
mate blils of reconciliation : At fuch an inflant the 
falfe ideas we received, unravel ; and the fhynefs, the 
diftruft, the fccret fcorns, and all the bafe fatisfac- 
tions men had in each others faults and misfortunes, 
are difpelled, and their fouls appear in their native 
Mrhitenefs, without the leaft ftieak of that malice or 
diftafte which fullied them : And perhaps thofe very 
actions, which (when we looked at them in the oblique 
plance with which hatred doth alway- fee things) were 
norrid and odioi^s^ when obferved with honcft and 
open eyes, arc beauteous and ornamental* 
^ But if men are averfe to us in the moft violent de- 
gree, and we can never bring th^m to. an amicable 
temper, then indeed we are to exert an obftinate op- 
pofition to them \ and never let the malice of our 
enemies have fo eitedluai an advantage over us, as to 
cfpape our good- will : For the negledled and defpifed 
tenets of religion arc fo generous, and in fo tran- 
fcendant and heroic manner difpofed for public good* 
that it is not in a man's power to avoid their influence ; 
for the Chriftianisas muchineUned to your fervicc 
when your enemy, as the moral man when your 
friend. 

But the followers of a crucified Saviour muft root 
out of their hearts all fenfe that there is any thing 
greiat and noble in pride or haughtinefs of fpirit j yet 
It will be very difficult to fix that idea in our fouls» 
except we can think as worthily of ourfelves, when we 
pra£bife the contrary virtues ; we muft learn and be 
convinced, that there is fpmething fublime and hero- 
ic in true meeknefs and humility, for they arifc from 
a great, not a grovellifig idea or things ; for as cer- 
tainly as pride proceeds from a mean and narrow view 
of th^ little advantages about aman'sfelf, fo meek* 
«cfs is founded otyt&e e«;teadcd ^ntcmplatioA of >thft 


! 


ADDISONIAN MIBCEJ-LANY. %%i 

^lace we bear m the univerfe, and a juft obfervation 
how little, how empty, how wavering are our decpeft 
ref olves and counfels. And (as to a well taught 
mind) when you have faid an haughty and proud 
man, you hav^ fpoke a narrow conception, little 
fpirit, and defpicable carriage ;* fo when you have faid 
a man i$ meek and humUe, you have acquainted us 
that fuch a perfon has arrived at the hardeft talk in 
the world, in an univerfal obfervation rounihim, to 
be quick to fee his own faults, and other men's virtues, 
and .at the height of pardoning every man Jooner than 
himfelf •, you nave alfo given us to underftand, that 
to treat hiia kindly, fincerely and refpeflfully, is but 
a mere juftice to him who is ready to do us tke fame 
-offices. This tCRiper of foul keeps us always awake 
to a juft fenfe of things, teaches usthat we are as wclj 
a*kin to worms as to angels ; and as nothing is above 
thefe, fo nothing below thofe. It keeps our underi* 
ftanding tight above us, To that atl things appear to uf 

Seat or iittle> as they are in nature and the (i^ht o£ 
eaven, not as they are. gilded or fuUied by acadentft 
4)r fortune. 

It were to be wifiied that all men of fenfe would 
think it warth their while to refleft upon the dignity 
K>f chriftian virtues ; it would poflTibly enlarge theif 
fouls luio iuch a contempt of wnat fainion and preju* 
dice have made honorable, that their duty, inclination 
and honour, would tend the fame way, and make all 
their lives an uniform a£l of religion and virtue. 

As to the great catailrophe otthis day, on which 
•the Mediator of the world fuffered the greateft indigo 
nitics., and death iffelf forthe falvation ^f mankind, it 
would be worth gentlemen's confideration, whether 
from his example it would not be proper to kill all ixw 
clinations to revenge ; and examine whether it would 
not be expedient to receive new notions of what is-' 
great and honourable. 

This is rieccffary againft the day wheteia he who* 
^licd ignominiouffy for us, " (hall defcend from Hea- 
ven to be our judge, in majefty and riory.*' How 
wiU the mmvftkQ tnali die by the fword of pride and 
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' wrathi and in contention with his brother, appear te- 

forc him, at ** whofe prcfence nature (hall be in an 

aeony, and the great and glorious bodies of light be 

-obfcured ; when the fun {hall be darkened, aild the 

moon turned into blood, and all the powers of Heaven 

•ihaken ; wkentheHeavens themfelveslhall pafsawa;' 

•with a great noife, and the elements tfflblve with fcr- 

> vent heat ; when the earth alfo, and all the works that 

^re therein, fhaAl be burnt up ?" 

We mayjuftly damp in our minds the diabolical 
•madnefs, which prompts. us to decide our petty ani- 
. mofitie^ by the hazard of eternity, is, that in that one 
Si& the criminal does not only highly offend, bnt for- 
^ ces himfelf into the prefence of his judge, that is cer- 
tainly his cafe who dies in a dmei. I cannot but re- 
peat It, he who dies in' a dueU knowingly o^nds God, 
, and m that very zStion rulhes into his offended pre- 
< fence. Is it poflible for the heart of man to conceive 
a more terrible image than that of a departed fpirit in 
^ this Gonditioii ? Could we but fuppofe it has but jufl 
left its body, and Aruck with the terrible refle^iion, 
- that to avoid the laughter of fools, and being the by- 
f Virord'Of ideots, it has now precipitated itfelf into the 
, den of demons, and the bowlings of eternal defpair, 
how willingly now would it fuffer the imputation of 
i fear and cowardice, to have one moment left not to 
a tremble in vain ? 

The Scriptures are full of pathetical and warm pic- 
tures of the condition of an happy or miferable futu- 
3lity \ and, I am confident, that the frequent reading 
of them would make the way to an happy eternity to 
agreeable and pleafant, that he who tries it will find 
.; the difl&culties, which he before fufFered in fliunning 
« the allurements of vice,abforped in the pleafure he will 
' take in the purfuit of virtue : And how happy muft 
, iliat mortal.be, who thinks himielf in the favour of an 
Alniij;hty, andean think •f death as a thing which it 
* jis an inGxmitY not to deiire. 

« GUARDIANj Vol. L No. 2^ 
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EDUCATION. 

JL AM very much at 1 lofs to cxprefs by any -word - 
that occurs to me in our language^that which is under- - 
ftood by Indoles in Lath, The natural difpofition to 
any particcillir art, fcience, prx^feflien or trade, is very's 
much to be confvilted in the care of youth, and ftudied . 
by men for their own condu^, when they form to 
tliemfelves any fcheme of life. It is wonderfully hard' 
indeed^ for a man to judge of his own capacity im-- 
partially. That may look great tome which may ap-- 
peat little to another, ah dl may S>e carried by lond- 
nefs towards -myfelf fo- fat^ as to attempt things t6o 
high for my talents and accomplifhments : But it is 
not, methinks) fo very difficult a matter to make a^ 
judgment of the abilitierof others, efpecially of thofe. 
who are in their infancy. My common-place boob 
direfts me on this occafion to mention the dawning. 
of greatnefs in Ahxandery who being aiked in his youth 
to contend for a prize iii the Olympic gamts> anfwer- 
ed he would, if he had kings^to run againft him. Ctf/^* 
fius^ who was one < of the confpirators againft^ C^i^r, .• 
cave as great a proof of his temper, when in his child- 
hood he ftrucfc a pl^y-fellow, the fon of Sylla^ for fay- 
ing his "father was mailer of the Roman people, Sdpio is* - 
reported to have anfwered (when fome flatterers at" 
fupper were alking him what the Romans {hould do foi? 
a-General after his death) take Marius. Marl us was 
then a very boy, and had given no inftances of his val-' 
our ; but it was vifible to» Sdpia^ from the manners • of 
die youth, that he had a foul formed for the attempt*, 
and execution of great undertakings. I muft confefs,' 
I have very often with much forrow bewailed the mis- 
fortune of the children of Great Britain^ when I confi- 
der the ignorance and undifcerning of the generality- ' 
of fchoolmafters. ' The boafted liberty we talk of, is 
' but a mean reward for the long fervitude, the many 
heart-aches and terrors, to which our childhood is ex- 
pofcd in going through a giammar-fchool : Many of • 
thcfe (lupid tyrants exercile their cruelty without any- 
iMnner of -^Uliiu^ion of the capwtiea of gbildre^j or- 
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the Intention of parents in their behalf. There are 
znanv excellent tempers which are worthy to be nour* 
iflica and cultivated with all pofTible diligence and 
care, that were never de&gned to be acquainted ivith 
Arijirtlif Tulij, or Virgil ; aiyi there ape as many who 
have capacities £pr underftanding every veoid thofe 
great perfons have writ, and yet were not born to have. 
any relifti of their writings. For want pf this com- 
mon and obvious difcerning in thofe who have the carc^ 
of youth, we have fo many hundred unaccountable 
creatures every age whipped up into great fcholarsf. 
who are for ever near a right underilanding, and wlU 
sever arrive at it. Thefe are tlie fcandal of lettera,. 
and thefe are generally the men who are to teach oth-^ 
«rs« The fenfe of {hame and honour is enough to 
^eepthe world itfelf in order without corporeal punifh- 
ment, much more to train the minds of uncorrupted 
and innocent children. It happens, I doubt not,, more 
thnn once in a year, that a lad is chaflifed for a block- 
head, when it is good apprehenfion that makes him 
incapable' of knowing what his teacher means : A brilk 
imagination very often may fuggcft an en or, which a 
lad could not have fdUen into, it he had bee» as heavy 
in conjecturing, as his mailer in explaining : But thene 
is no mercy even towards a wrong interpretlition of 
his meaning ; the fufferijigs of the fcholar's body are 
to refiify the miftakes cf his mhid. 

I am confident that iio boy, who will not be allured* 
to letters without blows, will ever be brought to any 
tiling with them. A great or good mind muft neccl- 
iaiily be the worfe for iuch in?' lenities v and it is a fad 
change to lofe of its virtue for the improvement of its 
knowledge. No one who has gone through what they 
call a great fchool, but mud remember to have feen 
children of excellent and ingenuous natures (as has af- 
terwards appeared, in their manhood)-?*! fay no ^^man 
has pafled through this way of education, but muit 
«have feen an ingenuous creature expiring with (hame, 
with pale looks, befeeching forrow, and filent tears, 
throw up its honeft eyes, and kneel on its tender 
Hnees, to an inexorable, blpckheadi to be £or^iv,eo tt^f^ 
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feffei quantity of a word in making a L^ti/t v^tfe : The 
child is puhilhed, and the next day he commit^ a like 
crime, and fo a third with the fame c^mfequfOCC. t 
would fain a(k any rcafonable man, whether this ladf 
in' the fimplicity ot hia native tnnocencj9» full of (hamei 
.and capable of any impreflion from that grace >of foul^ 
w^s not fitler for any purpofe in thi^ life,, than after 
that fpark of virtue is extinguiihed in hijni though.he' 
ia able to write twenty veries in an eveping ? ^ 

SiMca fays, after his exalted way of thinkmg, <* a$ 
the immortal goda never learnt any virtue, though they 
are endued with all that is good"; fo^ there are fome 
men who have ''fo natural a propenfity ^to what they 
iliould follow, that they learn it aUnoit as fpon as they 
hear it." Plinth -and vegetables are cultivated Into the 
, ptodu£lion of finer fruit than they would yi^ld with- 
out that care; and yet we cannot entertain hopes of 
producing a tender, confcious fpirit intoa£Upf virtue? 
without me fame methods as is ufed to cut timberiOi: ^ 
giye new (hape to a piece of ftone. • 

It is wholly to this dreadful praSice that we may 
attribute a certain hardniefs and ferocity whidi fome 
men, though liberally educated, cariry abpuc theifi in 
all their behaviour. To be bred like a ae^tk.tnan,a]^l 
pDnifhed like a maJefa£lor, muft, as- we 169 it.does, ptf* 
diice that illiberal fauoinefs which we fee £6iQetii|X4WifU 
ipen of letters. ▼ 

The Spai'tanhoy Vi»ho fuffered the fox (which he b^ 
ftelen and hid under his coat) to eat into his bowelv I 
dare fay had not half the wit or petulaace wbi^)i .we 
learn at great' fchools among us : But .thss .d<^9s 
feiife of *hono«r, or rather fear<of fliatne) whicS he dc«^ 
naonftrated in that a£t:ion|Avas worth «Uaberl^irnii^ 
ia the world without-it. . < 

It is, inethinks,' a very mslaiicholy confideationj 
that a little negligence can fpoil us, but gr^atiinduftry 
is-neoeifary to improve us ; the moft exiseHenttiatiMs 
are foon' depreciated, but eviltesipers ve^lohg htfofe 
thejr are exalted into good-habit& To lKlp.thia;<by 

Sniihn^ents, is the fame thing as^kilKng a maa tobice 
A'^f a diftemper } when h«=coaies:to itt&r-pi;m£h^ - 
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ment in that one circumftancc, he is brought below 

the eiiftcnce of a rational cfeature, and is in the date 

of a biute that moves only by the admonition of 

ftripcs. But fince this cuftom of educating by the 

lafli, is fuiFered hr the gentry of Great-Bpfuin, I 

would urge* only tnat honeft^ heavy lads may bedii^ 

miffed from ^ flavery fooner than they are at prefcnt, 

and not whipped on to their fourteenth* or fifteentH 

year, whether they expeft any progrefs from them or 

hot. Let the child's capacity be forthwith examined, 

andhe fent fcdfome mechanic way of life, withoi*^ 

refpefi: to hisbirth> if nature defigned him for noth* 

ing higher : htt him go before he has ifinocently fuf- 

fered, and is debafed into a dereli£tion of mind for 

beine what it is no guilt to be, a pkin mafi. I would 

not here be fuppofed to have faid, that our learned 

men of either robe, who have been whipped at fchoo>, , 

are )iot ftill men pf noble and liberal minds ; but I am 

fure they had been much more {o than they are, had . 

Aey never fuffcred^that infamy. 

Spectator, Viol. ILNo<i57. T.'. 

I conftder an httman foul wiihout edtieation, like - 
flsarble in ^be quarry, which fhcws hone of its inhcf^ 
rent beauties^ tiu^tbe &iil of the poliiher fetches out 
'thecoloiirs^ makes the Surface ihine and difcovers eve* 
TV omam^tal cloud, fpot, and vein that runs through 
Aebodyof it^ Education^ aftor the fame manner, . 
when it works upon a noble mind, draws out to view 
<MFery latentvirtue and»perfe£kion, which without fuch 
iidp^, aie Severable to make theiri appearance. ^ 
''■ i(' my reader will-give me leave to change the allti- 
; iSonfo- foon upon, him, I (ball make uie of the fame 
inftance to illuilrate the force ^ education, which jfi^ 
Jifi^U liasbreught to explain his dodtrine of fubftan- 
« tial forms, when he tells us that, a ftatue lies hid in a 
bh)ckio£ marble 4 and that the art of the ftatuary on- 
ly-cleats away ihe . fuperfiuous inatter, .and- removes . 
\toairubbiftaL The figure is in .th6 ftone, the fculptuve 
*'«jaiy finds it.: 'What Sculpture is to a block of mar- 
Kkr^dnsitioa'ista an human ibult The philofopher^ . 
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tfxe faint, or the hero, the wife, the good, or the great 
man, very often lie hid 'and concealed in a Plebian, 
i^hich a proper education might have difinterred, and 
have brought to light. I dm therefore much delight- 
ed with reading the accounts of fayage nations, and 
with contemplating thofe virtues which are wild and 
uncultivated 5 to lee courage exerting itfelf in fierce** 
nefs, refolution in obftinacy, wifdom m .cunning, pa« 
tience in fuUennefs and defpair. 

Men's paffiions operate varioufly,. and appear in^dif« 
fferent kinds of af^^ors^ according as they ate more or 
lefs reftified and fwaycd by reafon. When one 
hears of negroes, who upon the death of their maf- 
ters, or upon changing tneir fervice^ hang themfelves 
upon the next tree, as it frequently happens in our 
uf/«mr^Mr plantations-— who can forbear acf miring their 
fidekty^tho' it expreffes itfelf in fb dreadfuL a manner ? 
What might not that favage greatnefs of foul, which 
appears in thefe poor wretches on niany occafions,be 
raifed to, were it rightly cuhiyated ?- And what co- 
lour of excufe can there be for the contempt with 
which we treat this^ part of our fpecies i: That we 
(hould not put them upon the common foot of humani- 
ty, that ^we ihould only fetan infignificant fine upon the 
man who. murders them \ nay, we fhould as much as 
ih us lies, cut them off from tne'profpec)s^f.happinefii 
in another world as well as in this, and deny -them 
that which we look upon as the proper means for 
attaining ft ? 

Since I am* engaged cnthis fobj«£^y I cannot forbear 
memionine a ftory which I have lately heard, and 
which is fo well attefted, that I have n(» manner of 
reafon to fufpedi the truth of it. I may call it a kind 
of wild tragedy, that paffed about twelve years agfo at 
St Ckriftopher^^y one of our Britiih leeward iilandr* 
The negroes who were the perfons concerned in it, 
were allof them the flaives 01 a getitleoaan who.is now 
triEn^rland. 

• Tks ge&tlemim had amonp Kis negroes^.a-young 
woman, who .was looked upon as a mod extraordina- 
ff beauty by ..thofe of her .own ^omplexiQu.^ He had 
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at the fame tknc-two young fellows Mrho were Y\ke^ 
iwife .negroes and flaves, remaricaUe for^lie. comelinefis 
of tbetr ^pex&mSf and for the friendfhip whicli they 
bore to one another. IfrAinfortunately happened^ tliat 
both of them fell in' love with- the female negro 
above-mentioned, who would have been very glad to 
. have taken either of them for her bufband^ proinded 
they; could »?ree between themfeives which fliould be 
the man. - I5ut they, were both fa -paflkmately in 
love with her, that neither-of them would think of 
fining her without his friend's confent; The tor- 
ments of thefe two lovers were the difcourfe of the 
family to which they ^longed, who could not forbear 
t)bferving the ftrange complication of pai&ons which 
perplexed the hearts of the poor negroes, who often 
dropped exprelTions of the uneafinefs they underwent^ 
tmd how impoffible it was for eitlier of them ever to 
be happy. 

After a long ftruggle between love and friendibrpy 
-truth and jealoufy, they one dav -took a walk together 
into a wood, carrying their miltrefs along with them : 
Where after abundance of lamentations^ they ftabbed 
4ier to the heart, of which' ihe iramediatdy died. A 
1 ilave who was at his work not far from the place 
I where this aftonifliing piece of cruelty was eonunitted, 
.hearing the flirieks of the dying perfons ran to fee 
what was the occa^on of them, tie there difcover- 
ed the woman lying dead upon the ground, with the 
two negroes on each tide of her, kifiiiig, the dead 
corpfe, weeping over it> and beating their breafts in 
' the utmoft agonies of grief and defpair. He imme- 
diately ran to^ the £ng]i(b family with the sews of 
what he had feen ; who upon coming .to the place, bw 
the woman dead, and the "two negroes 'expiringby 
.her with wounds they had given themfeives.- 

We fee in this amazing inftance of barbarity, what 

^ftringe diforders are bred iu thr minds of thofe men - 

whofe pafiions are not regulated by virtue, and difci'* 

? plined by Toafon. Thoi^h the aaicMfr which' I have 

recited, is initfelffull of guilt and honor, it ^proceeded • 

irom. a temper 4>finiadvwhi^hmi^thitY^ fHOdu^cd*^ 


ADDISONIAN KtSCELLAtiT. 30^ 

▼ery noble fruits, had it' been infbnned and guided 
by a.fuitable education. 

It 18^ therefore an unfpeakable bieffing to be bom in 
thofe pares of tbe world where wifdom and knowl- 
edge flouxifl}^ ikouffhi itjrnuft be confefled, cheve are, 
even in thefe parts, ieyeral poor, uninftni&ed perfonSi 
who are but little above the inhabitants of thofe na- 
tions of which I have been here fpeaking ; as thofe 
who hav^ had the^advantages of a more liberal educa- 
tiou, rife above one another by feveral different de« 

Sees of perfection. For to return to our ftatoe in 
e block of niarbiei we fee it fometioies only be^pin 
to be chipped, .fometimes roughhewn, and out juft 
Hcetched into an human figure ; fonaetimes we fee the 
man appearing di{lin£lly in all his limbs and features ; 
Sometimes we find the ngnre wrought up to a gieat 
elegancji but feldom meet with any to which the 
hand ox a Phidias or PrMkelts could not give feveral 
nice touchings and iinifhings. 

Difcourfe^ of morality, and refle£bions upon human 
naturci are the beft means we can make ule of to im-* 
prove our minds, and gain a true knowledge of our- 
ielvcs, and confequcntly to recover our foufe out of 
the vice, ignorance, and prejjU(iice, which naturally 
cleare to them. I hawe all along profeft myfelfin this 
jpaper a promoter of thefe great ends ; and I flatter 
myfelf that I do from day to day contribute fbmething 
to tlie poliihing of men> minds ; at leaft my deiign is 
laudable, whatever the execution may be* I muft 
confefs I am not a little encouraged in it by many 
letters Mrfaich I receive from unknown hands, in ap- 
probation of my endeavors; and muft take this op- 
portunity of returning, my thanks to thofe who write 
them, and excufing myfelf for not inferting feveral of 
them in my papers, which I am fcnfible would be a 
very great ornament to them. Should I publifh the 
praifes which are fo well penned, they would do hoiK 
our to th^perfons who write them, but my publishing 
of them would> 1 fear, be a fufBcient inftance' to the 
world that I did not deferve them« 

Seectator, Vol. III. No. 2J5..C* 
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I.ihall give the foUovnng' letter Tio other re^sm*- 
mendation, than by telling my readers that it coinc» 
from the fame hand wkh that of laft Thurfday. 
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SEND you, according to my*pTor«iic> fohte far- 
ther "thoughts on the education of youth, in which I 
intend to difcufs that famous queftion, nvhetBer the eJu- 
taticn at a public fchol, cr under a frivatt tutwi ri ic h€ 
freftmi: ■■"•..' 

"As fame of the great eft • men in moft ages have 
keen of very different opinions in this matter, I fcall 
give a fhort account of urhat I think may be- beft ur- 
ged on both fides, and afterwards leave every perfbir 
to determine for himfelf. 

" It is certain from Suetintus,' that the Romans 
thought the education of their children a bufinefs pro- 
perly belonging- to. the parents themfclvcs ; and /V*- 
tarc^i in the lift of Mar cur Caio^ tells" us, that as foon 
ashis fon was capable of learning, Cau would fuffer 
no body to teach him but himfelf,- though he had % 
fervant named Chilo^ who was an excellent gramma- 
rian, and who taught a great many other youtns. 

" On the contrary, t\ie.Greeh fccmed naore xneliiied 
to public fchools and feminaries. 

"A private education, prooiifes- in the firft place,* 
virtue and good breeding ; a public fchool, manly af- 
furancc, and an early knowledge in the 'ways ot the 
world. 

*' Mr. Lochy in his celebrated 'treatife of Educating 
confefles that there are inconveniences to be feared on 
both fides : If^ fays he, / keep my fon at hornet- he is in /««- 
geroj becoming my young me^fier : If I fend him abroad ^ it is 
fcdrte f^hle to keep him from the reigning contagioa ofrude^^ 
nefs and *uices. He nviil perhaps he more innocent at home, hut 
more ignorant ofthenvorld, and mor^e fi?upifl^ .*whiH. ht fmis^ 
abroad. However, as this learned author ai&rts, that 
virtue is much more difficult to be attained- than a 
knowledge of the worM, and that vice is a more ftub^ 
bbruj as well as a more ihngerous £auU than fiheepiih^ 
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-^^e&y he is altogether for a private education ; and the 
more- fo, becaule he does not fee why a youth with 
Tight management, might not attain the lame afi'ur- 
^nce in his father's houfe, as at a public fchool. To 
this end he advifes parents to accnftom their fons to 
'whatever ftrange faces come to the houfe ; to take 
them with them when they vifit their neighbours^ and 
•to engage them in converfation with men of parts and 
breedings . 

" It may be ebjefied to this method, that conver- 
iation is not the only thing neceffary, but that unlefs 
it be a converfation with fuch as are in fome meafure 
their equals in parts and year^^. there can be no room 
for emulation^ contention, and feveral of the moft live- 
ly paffions of the mind ; which, without being fome* 
times moved by thefe means^ may poOibly contract a 
duUnefs and infenfibiKty. ' 

** One of the grcateft writers our natioii ever produ- 
ced obferves, that a boy who forms parties, and makes 
himfelf {i^^pulair in a fcnool or a college, would a£t the 
fame part wijth eiiual eafe in a fenate, or a privy-coun« 
cil : And Mr. Ofboruy fpeaking like a man vetfed in 
the ways of the world, a£Elrms, that the well laying 
and carrying on of a defign to rob an orchard, trains 
up a youth mfenfibly to caution, fecrecy, and ^ircum- 
fpeftion, and fits him for matters oif greate% in^por- 
tance, 

'^ In.ihort, a- privatjexducatioti&ems the moil natu- 
ral method for the forming of a virtuous man : a pub- 
lic education for the maldng a man of bulinefs* 
The firfl: would furnifh out a good jEubjedi for Plat^^ 
xepttbJic, the latter a member for a conununity^ over- 
run with artifice and corruption. 

" It muft however, he confeffed, that'a perfon at 
file head of a public fchool, has fometimes fo many 
boys under his direiSion, that it is impoffible he ihould 
extend a due proportion of his care to each of them. 
This'is lK>wever, in reality, the fault of the age, ia 
iftrhioh we often- fee twenty patents, who though each 
ezpefis his fon ihould be made aiCcholar, are not con- 
teftted'akogetber.to make k worth while lor any nun 
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of a liberal education to take upon him the caie iA 
their inftrtt£):ion. 

<' In our great fchools indeed this fault has been of 
late years re£k]fied, fo diat ve have at prefent not on- 
ly ingenious men for the chief mafters, but fuch as 
have proper ufhers and afli(tants> under them. I muft 
nev^theiefs own that for want of the iame encourage- 
ment in the country, we have many a promifing gemus 
Spoiled and abufed in tbofe little ieminaries. 

<* i am the more inclined to dris opthion^ having 
myfelf experienced the ufage of two rural mailers* 
each of them very unfit for'the trufl: they took upon 
them to difcharge. Tl^^ firft impofed much more up- 
on me than my parts, though n<Mie of the weaken, 
could endure ; and ufed me barbaioufly for not per* 
ferming impoifibiiities. l%e latter was of quite axiotii« 
er temper ; and a boy, who would run upqn his er« 
rands, wafb his coffse-pot, or ringihe bell, misbt have 
as little converfation with any of the claffics as oe tho'r 
fit. I have known a lad of this place excu&il his ex-* 
ercife for affifting the codc-^maid ^ and remember a 
neighbouring gentleman s ion wasamongus fiveyears^ 
mou of winch time be employed in airing aad wa« 
tering our malter's grey pad. I fcomed to compound 
for my faults, by doing any of thefe elegant bificesp 
and was accordingly the faeft fcholar, and the worft 
ufed of any boy in tnc fcfaool. 

«< I (hall conclude this diicburCb with an advantage 
mentioned by ^^tUanj as accompanying a pubfic 
way of education, which I luwe not yet taken notice 
of \ namely^ dfiat we very often contta£b fuch friend* 
fhips at fchool, as are a fervice to us all the following 
parts of our lives. 

<< I (hall give you, under this head a ftory very well 
known to feveral perfoiis> and which yo^ may depend 
upon as a real truth. 

(( Every one who is acquainted with W^wdi^ 
fchool, knows that there is ^ curtain which uJed to be 
flrawB a^crofs the room, to feparate the upper fchool 
from the lower* A yautfa hanpened byibme mifchance» 
t» tear the abore-meiitioMed ^urtaia ; 1b« linPtti^ ^ 
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the mafter was too well known for the criminal to ex- 
pe<51 any pardon for fuch a fault ; fo that the boy^ 
"who wgs of a meek temper, was terrified to death mt 
the thoughts of his appearance, when his friend, who 
fat nc;ct to him, bade him'J>e of good cheer, for that 
he would ^^kc the fault on himfelf. He kept his word 
accordingly. As foon as they were grown up to be' 
men, the^ivil war broke out, m which our two friends 
took the oppofite fides, one of them followed the par- 
liament, the other die royjl party. 

*« As their tempers were different, the youth, who 
hatk torn the curtain, endeavoured to raife himfelf on 
the civil lift, and the other, who had borne the blame 
of it, on the military : The firft fucceeded fo well^ 
that he was in a (hort time made a judge under the 
prote£lor. The other was engaged m tne unhappy 
cnterprife^of t^enruddock and Grwjt in the weft, 1 lup- 
pofe, Sir,l need not acquaint you with the event of 
that undertaking. Every one knows that the royal 
party was routed, and all the heads of them, emong 
whom was tlie curtain champion, imprifoned af Exe- ' 
• ten It happened to be his friend's lot at that time to 
go to the wcftern circuit ? The trial of the rebels} as 
they were then called, was very ihort, and nothing 
now remained but to pafs fentence on them \ when 
the judge hearing the name of his old friend, and ob- 
fervmg nis face more attentively, which he had not 
feen for many years, aflced him if he was not former- 
ly a Weftminfier fcholar : By the anfwer, he was foon 
convinced that it was his former generous friend j and, 
without faying any thing more at that time, made the 
bcft of his Way to London, where employing all his 
power and intereft with the proteftor, he laved his 
friend from the fate of his unhappy af^ciation. ^ 
** The gentleman whofe life was thus preferved by 
the gratitude of his fchooU fellow, was afterwards tMb " 
father of a fon, whom he lived to fee promoted in the 
church, and who ftill defei^rdly fills one of tht high* 
eft ftations in it* 

^ SFECTirroR, Vol. IV\ No. 313. 'X. 
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The gendeinan who oblises the world in " gCBwJ, 
and me in pariicuUry with his thoughts upon £d»B»- 
donj has j aft fent me the following letter r 

-•« Ji TAEX the liberty to fend you a fourth letter «p- 
on the Education of Youths In my laft I gave you my 
thoughts about fome particular taiks^ whiqi I conceiy- 
sed it might not be amifs to mix with, their ufual exer- 
cifes, in order to ^vc them aft early feaibning of vir- 
tue 'i I (hall in this propofe fome.othersj which I fancy 
n>ight contribute to gi?e them aright turn for the 
world, and enable thm to make their Way in it. 

*^ The dedgn of learning} is, as I take it,cither to ren- 
der a man an agreeable companion to himfelf, and 
teach htm to fupport falitude with pleafurej or if he Is 
not bom to an eilate, to ^fupply that defed^ and fur- 
lii(h him with the means of acquiring one. A perfon 

?rho applies himfelf to learning with the fird of thefc 
Tews^ may be faid to lludy for ornament^ as he who 
propofes to himfelf the Second, properly ftudies for 
4ife? The one does it to raife himlelf a fortunc,thc oth- 
er to fet off that which he is already poflefied of. But 
as the far greater part of mankind are included in the 
jiatter clafs» I (hall only propofe fome methods at pre* 
fent for the fervice of luch who expeft to advance 
4lhemfe]ves 1 1 the world by their learning : In order to 
which I fliali premife, that many more eftates have 
l>een acquired by little accomDUmments than by ex- 
traordinary ones i thok x}uaUties which make the 
greateft figure in the eye of the world, not. being al- 
:ways the mofk ufeful in themfelves'j or the moft ad- 
iraiitageotts to their owners. 

** The pofts which reqmre men of fliining and un- 
<#CHnmon parts to difcharge them, are (b very few^ that 
manya.great genius goes, out of the world without 
^ver having had an oppommity to exert itfelf ; wbeie^ 
. as perfons of ordinary endowments meet with ocob* 
.fibns fitted to their parts and capacities every day t« 
the common oceunrcooes •f life. 


ADDtSONIAN MISCELLANT. |<$ 

* ^ i am acquainted with two peribnft wbp wer^ for-9 
merly fchool-fellows, and liavc oeen good friends ever 
fince. One of them was not only thought an irnpeh'^ 
ctrable blockhead at fchool, but ftili maintained bis) re-? 
nutation at the univerfity j the other wa3 the pridq o£ 
his mafter, and the moll celebrated perion in the colt 
lege of which he was a member. The mao of genius- 
is at prefent buried in a country parfonage of eightr 
fcore pounds a year; while the otber^ with the b^re 
abilities of a common fcrivener^ has got an eftate of 
above an hundred thoufand pounds* 

** I fancy, from what I have faid, it will almoft ap- 
pear a douDtful cafe to many a wealthy citizen, whetli- 
cr or not he ought to wifh his fon^&ould be a-great ge« 
nius ; but this i am fare of, that nothings is more ab-^ 
furd than to give a lad the education of. one> whom^ 
nature has not favoored with any particular xnarks o£ 
4illin£lion; 

<< The fault therefore of our grammar fchools i$y 
that every boy is pufhed on to works of genius ; where^ 
a^ it would be far more advantageotis for the grealelt 
part of them to be taught fuch little pra^ical arts amd 
fciences as do not require any great (hare of parts tp 
fee mailer of them, and yet may come often into play^' 
during the courfc of a man's life. 

" Such are all the parts of pra£kical geometry. I. 
have known a man contra£): a friendihip with a minif- 
ter of ftate, upon cutting a dial in his window ; and 
remember a clergyman who got one of the beft bene- 
fices of the weft of England, by CettHng a coimtry 
gentleman's affairs in fome method, and giving him ^ 
an exa£l furvey of his eftate. 

•^ While lam upon this fubje£l, I cannot forbear- 
mentioning a particular which is of ufe in every fta* 
tion of life, and which methinks every mafter mould 
teach Jiis fcholars : I mean the writing of Englifh let* 
tcrs. . To this end, inftead of perple&ing thfem witfi. 
LaitM ep^ftles, themes^ and verfes, there might be j6t 
nun£lual correfpondcnce eftablilhed^ between, two^ 
DOys, who might z& in' any imaginary parts of bu{i<» 
Afti^*, or be allowed fometinies ta give a. range tp tbfiit 
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own fancies, and pommonicate to each other whatever 
trifles they thought fit, provided neijther of them ever 
failed at the ap^inted time to anfwer his xiorrelpon- 
dent's letter, 

I beliey^ I may venture to affirm, that tbr generali- 
tj of boys woula find themfelvcs more advantaged by 
tnis cuftom, when^hey come to be mcnj than By sill 
the Greek and Latin their mafters can. teach thiem in 
fcven or eight years. ' 

The want of it is very vifible in many learned per- 
Ibns, who while they are admiring the ftyles cf iV- 
m^A//}// or C/V^r^, want phrafes' to- exprefs themfelves 
on the moft comfnon occafion. I have feen a letter 
from one of thofe Latin orators, which would have 
beeadqfervediy laughed at by a common attorney. 

Under this nead of writing I cannot omit accounts 
and ihort-hand, which are learned with little pains, 
and very properly com^into the number of fuch arts 
as I have been here recommending. 

You tnuft doubtlefs. Sir, obferve, that I have hi- 
therto chiefly infifted upon thcfe things for fuch boys as 
do not appear to have ^ny thine extraordinary in their 
natural talents, and confequenuy are not gualified for 
the finer patts of learning 5 yet I believe 1 might car- 
ry this matter lliil farther, and venture to aflert, that a 
lad of genius has fometimes occafion for thefe little 
acquirements, to be, as it were, the fore-runners of his 
parts> and to introduce him into the world. 

Hiftory is' full of examples of perfons, who, though 
they have had the largeft abilities, have been obfiged 
to infinuate themfelve's into the favour of great men by 
thefe trivial accomplifhments ; as the complete gen* 
tleman in fome of our modern comedies, makes his 
firft advances to his miftrefs u^der the difg^uifc of a 
painter, or a dancing-mailert 

The difierence is, thai in a lad of gjenius tljcfe arc 
only fo many accomprliihmcnt^, which in another, are 
cflTentials; the one diverts himfelf with them, the 
other works at them. In fhort, I look upon a great 

f cuius, with thcfe little aftditions, in the fame light as . 
regard, the grand Seignior^ who is obliged by an ex- 
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IiYtis command in the aIeoran» to learn and pra^fe- 
bme handicraft trade. TJiough ! need w^t have gon|^ 
for my inftance farther than Germany, vhere feveral 
Emperors have done the fame idling. LeofM the laft> 
wor Iced in wood ; and as I have heard there are fev- 
eral handicraft worka'of his making, to be feenat Vi- 
enna, fo neatly turned, that the bisft joiner in Europe 
might fafely own them, without any difgracc to nh 
profeffion. 

« I would- not be thought by any thing I have fafd, 
to be a agaififi improving a boy''S genius to the utmoft 
pitch it can be carried. What 1 would endeavour to 
fliew in this eflay, is, that thiere may be methods ta- 
ken to make learning advantageous even to the mean-' 
eft capacities.'* 

Spectator, Vol. V.- No. 353. X. 

«* /\& t walked the other day in a fine garden, an(^ 
obferved the great variety of improvements in plants 
and flowers beyond what they omerwifc would have 
been, I was naturally led into a reflection upon the 
advantages of education, or modern culture 'r now ma*- 
ny good qualities in the mind are loft, for want of 
the like d:ue care in- nurfing, and fktlfuUy managing 
them ; how virtues are chocked, by the multitude o¥ 
weeds whichiire fuffercd to grow among, them ; how- 
excellent paits are often ftarved and ufelefs, by being 
planted in a n^rong foil ; and how very feldom do theft 
moral feeds produce the noble fruits which might be 
cxpe£led frdm them,, by a negle£l of proper manure 
ing, neceffiy pruning, afld an artful management of 
our tender inclinations and firft fpring of iSfe : Thefc 
obvious ipfculations^ made me at length conclude, that 
there is a ibrt of vegetable principle in the mind of 
- every mai? when he comes into the world. In infanta; 
Ae teeds,lie buried and undifcovered, till after a while 
they fprdit forth in' a kind of rational leiwii, which 
«re nwrJ, 5 and in due feafon the powers begin to ap- 
pear in avariety of beautiful colours, and all the 
pijlttresof youthful fancy and imagination j. at 
/ C c z 
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the fruit knitSj and is formed, which is greeni perhaps 
£xttf and (but, unpleafant to the- tafte» and not fit to 
be gathered ;. ripened by due care and applicationi k 
•difcovers itfelf in all noble productions ot phiiofophy, 
mathematics, clofe reafonine, and handfome ar^men- 
tatioti. And thefe fruits, when they arrive at juft ma- 
turity, and are of a good kind, aiFord the moft vigor- 
ous nourifhment to the minds of men. I reflewd 
further on the intelle£tual leaves before-mentioned, 
and found almoft as great a variety among them as in 
the vegetable world* I could cafily obfervp the fmooth 
fliininjr Italian leaves ; the nimble French afpen always 
Jn motion ^ the Gmk and Zo/m evergreens, the SfanJJb 
myrtle, Ae Enj^bfi oak, the Scrtch thlftle, the Injb 
;diambrogue, the prickly GermoH^ and Dutch holly, the 
FolUb and RuJJtan nettle, befides a vaft number of exot- 
ics imported from Jfia, Africa , and America. I faw fe- 
deral barren plants, which bore oiily leaves,* without 
mny hopes of flower or fruit : The leaves of fonie were 
fragrant and well-ihaped, of others ill-fcentcd and ir- 
regular. I wondered at a fet of old whimfical botan- 
ills, who fpend their whole lives in the conteirplation 
of fome withered Egyptian , Coptic, Armenian, or Chim^fi 
leaves, while others made it their bufinefs to collefk 
an voluminous herbals, all the feveral leaves of .feme 
one tree. The flowers aflFord a moft diverting enter- 
tainment, in a wonderful variety of figures,- colours, 
and fcenes ; however, fnoft of them withered foon, 
cr at beft^re but annuals. Some profefled fioriUs make 
them their coriftant ftudy and employment, and dcf- 
pife all fruit -, and now and then a few iianciful peo- 
ple fpend all their time in the cultivation of a fingle 
tulip, or a carnation j but the mcft agreeile amufc- 
inent fecms Ifobc the well-choofing, mixing, and bind- 
ing together thefe flowers in plcafine nofepys to pre- 
fent to ladies. The fcent of Italian flowen is obfcrv- 
cd, like their other perfumes to be too ftroig, and to 
hurt the brain \ that of the French with glaiing gaudy 
colours, yet faiDt . and lahguid •, Germamni Nertktrm 
fiowers have little or no imcU, or fbmctimis an on* 
plealant one. The anciem^^ a fcgrct to §yc a laft« 
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Jng beauty, colour, and fwcctnefs to fome of therr 
choice flowers, which flourifti to this day, and which 
few of the moderns can effcft. Thefc are becoming 
enough and agreeable ki their feafon, and do often 
handfomely adorn an entertainment; but an over-fond- 
nefs of them feems to bc,a difeafe. It rarely happens 
to find a plant vigorous enough, to have (like an or- 
ange-tree) at once beautiful fhinihg leaves, fragrant 
floweis, and delicious nouriflttng fruit," 

Spectaitor, Vol. VL No 45 5. 

Mr. Spect ator, * 

«< Jl grew taH and wild at my mother's,^who is a 
;gay widow, and did not care for fhcwing me, till about 
two years and a half ago 5 at which time my guardi- 
an uncle fent me to a boarding- fchool, with orders to 
contradi£t me in nothing, for I had been mifufed 
enough already. I had not been there more than ^ 
month, when being in the kitchen, I faw fome pat- 
meal on the dreflcr \ I put two or three corns in my 
mouth, nked it, ftolea handful, went into my cham- 
ber, chewed it, and for two inorahs after never failed 
taking toll of every pennyworth of Oatmeal that came 
into me houfe : But one day playing with a tobacco- 
pipe between my teeth, it nappened to break in my 
mouth, and the fpitting out of the pieces left fuch a 
delicious roiighnefs on my tongue, that J Could not be 
fatisfied till fhad champid up the remaining part of 
the pipe. I forfook the oatmeal^ and ftuck to the 
pipes three months, Jn which time I liad difpenfed 
with thirty-feven full pipes, all to the boles ; they 
belonged to an old gentleman, father to mygovcrn- 
cfs — ^he locked up the clean ones.,. I left off eating 
of pipes, and fell to licking of chalk. I was foon tir- 
ed 0/ this 5 1 then nibbled all the red wax of our laft 
ball tickets ; and dirce weeks after, the blaek wax 
from the burying pickets of the old gentleman. Two 
months after this Ilived upon thunderbolts, a certain 
long, round, bluiih flQne, which I fd^nd among the 
(uvel ia ou; garden. I was wonderfully deligntel 
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with this ; but tbunderboltd growing {carce» I fa(lene<i 
tooth and nail upon our gartien-wall, \irhich I ftuck 
to almoft a twelvenionth, and had at that time peeled 
and devoured half-a-foot towards our neighoour's 
yard. I now thought roy/clf the happieft creature in 
the worldi and I believe in my confcience, I had eaten 

?uitc through, if I had it in my chamber ; but now 
became lazy, and unwilling to ftir, and was obliged 
to feek fopd nearer home. I then took a ftraoge han- 
kering to coals 'y I fell to fcranching them, and had 
already confumed, I am certain, as much as could- 
have dreiled my wedding-dinner, when my uncle 
came for me^home. He was in the parlour with my 
governefs, when I was called down. I went in, feu, 
on my knees, for he made me call him father ; and 
when I expelled the blef&ng I afked for, the good gen-^ 
tie man, in a fui prize, turns hin^elf to my jgovernefs^. 
and aiks, whether this (pointing to me) was ms daugh-- 
ter : This (added he) is the very pidure of death. 
My child was a plump-faced, hale, freih-coloured- 
girl ; but this looks as it ihe was half ftarved, a mere 
ikeleton. My governefs, who is really a good woman,. 
aifured ttiy father I had wanted for nothing v and with«- 
al told him, I was continually eating fome trafli or 
other, and that I was almoft eaten up with the green 
ficknefs, her orders being never to crofs ifie. But this 
magniiied but little on my father,, who prefently in a 
kind of pet, paying for my board, took me home with' 
him* I had not been long at home, but one Sunday 
at church (I (hall never forget it) I &w a young nemh- 
bouring gentleman that pleafecLme hugely ; 1 liked- 
him of all mea I ever faw in my life v and began to 
wilh I could be as pleafing to him. The very next 
day he came with his father, a vifitin^ to our noufe : 
."SNcvftxt left alone together, with diredionson both> 
£4es to be in love with one another^ askl in three 
weekfttime we were married. I regained my fermor 
health and complexion, and am now as hagpy as the 
day is long. Now, Mr. SpeAator, I defire you would^- 
iind out iome name for thefe craving damfelsi wbeth-' 
3% di^nigtd or diftmguiibied under iomc Or all tkcioV 
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loM^Ing denominations (to wit) Tfajh-eattrs, OatmeaU 

€be*wersy Pipt- chamfers^ Chalk-Iickers, tVax-nibhhrs^ Coal^ 

JcranchrSt WAlUpeeltrs^ or Gravel-diggers : And, good 

Sir j do your utmoft endeavour to prevent them, by 

cxpofing this unaccountable folly, fo prevailing amon^ 

the yotme ones of our fex, who may not meet wita 

fuchgood luck as, / 

SIR, &c. 
Spectator, Vol. VL No* 431. 
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